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42 THE EDUCATIONAL LEADER

tury ago, the war is the central pivot of our national experi
It is our Iliad, our Thermopylae. In our American glossary
terms there will always be only one Corn Field, one Crater,
Stone Wall. The consequences of this war are with us today
will remain with us. Individuals may, if they please, ign
the existence of this war. That will not alter the fact that the
did exist. Some individuals cannot ignore that fact.

Every candidate for the presidential nomination must keep
war in mind this year. Every senator and congressman must
member the war and try to discover the permanent lessons
taught. Every Supreme Court justice must try to understand
clarify those lessons. No one can turn back the clock of histo

Over against the heritage of hate that flowed from the
Americans must place the heritage of a broadened democracy,
a union preserved from disruption, of a national destiny clarifi
and refined by the fires of war and brought into clearer focus by th
suffering and passion that fed those fires. For us today the language
of Lincoln has real meaning because there was a war, out of thi
destruction and carnage and misery of which came a new birth of
freedom for all Americans. This significance of our Civil War can
never be repeated too often or appreciated enough. This signifi-

cance has meaning today not only for Americans but for all men
everywhere.
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