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1945)

extreme accuracy continued to
listen and speak with wide range
of trial and error. Conversation,
that is hearing and speaking, has
been the most important method of
learning any language, native or
foreign, from Adam’s day to this.
Not many years ago in this very
neighborhood a young immigrant
who had learned English by conver-
sation fell in love with a girl whose
father had come from another coun-
try and had quite poor knowledege
of English. With adequate motive
the young man learned the father’s
language by listening, imitating,
and practicing, and “they lived hap-
pily ever after.”

The speaking methods did not al-
ways succeed. I well remember meet-
ing at a Berlin pension an American
young woman who was studying
German by the Berlitz method, who
practiced religiously, read German
papers, attended German concerts,
associated only with those who
spoke German, yet apparently made
no progress in the use and little in
the understanding of the language.
On another occasion a visit to a
high-school class in Spanish handled
by a2 modern direct method, under a
teacher who was considered an out-
standing man in his profession and
the pride of the system, disclosed the
rather surprising fact that only a
quarter of a normal sized class par-
ticipated in the class recitation.

NEW WAR EMPHASIS

The present war has again
brought the spoken tongue to the
fore. For this the impetus came
from Germany, in fact from Gen-
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eral Professor Doktor Karl Haus-
hofer’s Geopolitical Institute in
Munich. Germany had had for a
number of years a world plan for
modern foreign language study as
a part of her effort in Geopolitics.

A special warning is necessary:

e ST . T

Geopolitics” is not simply “politi-
cal geography”; it concerns all re-
sources, natural, human, or other-
wise, and how to get them all. Ger-
many’s broadcasts and propaganda
magazines constituted a major in-
dustry. Her “Facts in Review,” for
instance, was quoted and voted on
in Congress, and gave impetus to
conscientious objectors and to anti-
war declarations of many youth or-
ganizations.

For five years before the war she
was sending with her propaganda
the magazine Deutschunterricht im
Ausland (German Instruction in
Foreign Countries), containing a
series of articles on teaching of the
German language to Dano-Norwe-
gians, Dutch, French, Poles, Czechs,
Jugoslavs, Ruthenians, Russians,
Bulgarians, Romanians and Italians,
in fact to all those whom she
purposed, as we learned later, to
include in her Europa Germanica,
her Fortress Europe. The actions and
methods of her com nercial and dip-
lomatic agents, who frequently
married native women of high class
and expected to remain abroad per-
manently with double citizenship,
placed her in an especially favorable
position for the spread of propa-
ganda.

Of German origin, too, were the
French, English, American and
other “castles,” in which the choicest
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