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After this citation, the author tells of some "dynamite"
which was "alleged to have been furnished by some of the
Republican managers, and placed in the express office for
shipment, where 1t prematurely exploded, almost killing the
wife and daughter of the express agent." Although some
Union Labor partizans requested the Kansas Legislature to
investigate this explosion, the request was denied. "Thus
the press is used," wrote Morgan, "in every conceivable
manner to dupe the people."lu

The casual reader might be confused by this sketchy
account. Several questions are posed: what dynamite; what
"express office"; who was the express agent, what happened
to his injured wife and daughter; and what did this explosion
have to do with the "expose'"?

Some of these questions were answered in an address
delivered in Topeka by W. F. Rightmire on 6 December 190,
before the Kansas State Historical Society. Rightmire,
living in Kansas at the time these events occurred, told the
Society of the formation of an organization called The National
Order of Videttes some time prior to the 1888 national con-
vention of the Union Labor party held in Cincinnati, Ohio.

The Videttes were "a secret, oath-bound society. . .with the

object of preventihg fusion with either the Democratic or

Republican parties." In Cincinnati, other Union Labor
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been promised recognizition ésic.7 in the publican
6810'5 party but never got ifT. 1l de fruit T
ave got from dem is bitter and sour. Day fought

rebbels /sic./ for money and not for us.
The afternoon closed with W. H. Utley who blasted the tele-~
graph companies for pre judice against the Union Labor press.
Breidenthal then announced that $l,050 had been pledged for
the campaign fund although only $170 had been collected. The
afternoon ended with the selection of presidential electors.
That evening the Reverend De La Matyr spoke tb the conven-
tion, an address which "was in accord with the principles of
the party."80

The tﬁo major issues were nearly the same as at Cincin-

nati., The resolutions committee held a five~hour session
and agreed on a single-tax plank, according to the Eagle,
but when they learned that on the floor it "would be knocked
higher than the famous kite," the committee reconvened and

81 FuSion was the other sensitive

apparently removed it.
topic. C. S. Eby, a Sedgwick County Democrat and candidate
for Congress in the Seventh District, attended the convention,

probably with fusion in mind.82 The Nonconformist had taken

a stand on this issue in no uncertain terms as early as

June, 1887, with an editorial entitled, "WHO ARE THE

801p14.

8llbid. For the platform, see Nonconformist, 6 September
1888, 1.

821114,
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