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PROGRAM NOTES:

Take Me Out to the Ball Game

“Take Me Out to the Ball Game” is an early-20th century Tin Pan
Alley song which became the unofficial anthem of baseball. The song
is traditionally sung during the seventh inning stretch of a baseball
game, in spite of the technicality that it is written from the perspec-
tive of someone not currently watching a game. Fans are invited to
stand, stretch legs, and sing along during a pause between the top and
bottom halves of the seventh.

The words were written in 1908 by Jack Norworth, otherwise best-
known for writing “Shine On Harvest Moon”. While riding a subway
train, he was inspired bya a sign that said “Game Today-Polo
Grounds”. After he wrote the lyrics, it was set to music by Albert Von
Tilzer although neither of them had ever seen a baseball game before.
The song was first sung by Norworth’s wife Nora Bayes, then further
‘popularized by various vaudeville acts.

The verses to the song are almost never heard, but the chorus is com-
monly held to be the third most-often-played song in the United States,
after The Star-Spanngled Banner and Happy Birthday. '

I Got Rhythm ............................................. George Gershwin

Ethel Merman made her memorable debut in Girl Crazy by sing-
ing I Got Rhythm. One of a genre of Lighthearted songs asserting the
superiority of music, nature, and love over material wealth and
power. I Got Rhythm has been a popular favorite with singers and
audiences for the past 75 years. The musical in which this song first
appeared was a satire on the rough-an-ready western frontier of an
earlier America.
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\y Thank you for your attendance today!

Scott Nelson will be directing the Labette Community College Orchestra,
combined with the Keenagers Chorus of Riverton the program will begin
at 3:00 p.m. December 12, 2004 in the Riverton High School Auditorium,

Riverton, Kansas. Admission is free and your attendance is welcome.
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