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PBEFACE 

•Poetry i•ll.J' way ot making the world palatable. It••

a wa7 ot making one•a experience, alaoat whollJ inexplicable, 

accept_able. •1 Tho.a· spoke Wallace Stevena, 1879-19SS.

Friar and Brinin in tae1r Modern Poetu state: 

The ua.• ot aetap)Q'aical and aJlaboliat dev1eea haa 
grown eat ot the modern poet's search tor a lllJ"thology 
which might replace that ot the degenerating Christian 
cttltare, an4 which might otter him sou concrete body 
ot belief tor metaphor and metaphiaic. 2

Wallace Stevens 1n hia search for a aatiatying anawer to 

man'• existence and his method ot adapting hilllsell to that 

.existence has developed a IIIJi;holoa of so■e three hundred 

characters, 1nelad1Dg Biblical, claasical mythological, 

historical, and atanaard fictional characters. Bis draaatia 

personae also includes over one handred original creations, 

such as Chiet Ittacu, Canon Aspirin, Professor Eucalyptus, 

Augusta Moon, etc. Speaking ot modern poets ·1n geaeral, and 

ot Wallace Stevena in particalar, Lloyd Frankenberg sarmised, 

"Inventillg an 1■agiaary world, an idol ot reality, we enlarge 

our ideas ot reality, a true tors ot worsaip."3 

l•Prize Piea, 11 !!l!!,, LVI (September 25, 19S0), 110. 
2K1■on Friar �d. John Malcola Brinia, Hod.era Poetry:

American and British (Bew York: Appleton-Century-Cretta, 
19.51), p.42'1. 

3Lloyd Frankenberg, Pleasure Dome: On Reading Modern 
Poetry (Boston: Boaghton Rlttilii Ciiipiny-;-1949), p. 257.
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