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ABSTRACT 

This study is a survey of age- grade pro gress in the 

Dou lass Elementary School (for Negroes) in Pittsburg , Ka nsas, 

in order to determine the extent of retardation and to dis

cover the causes of failure. 

Data and Procedure ----------

Data for determining the status of pro gress in the various 

grades were drawn from school records fil ed on the permanent 

record card s of the pupils. 

Data on various f actors affecting school succes s v re 

obtained f r om the following standardized tests: 

1. Otis Quick-Scoring ental Ability Test Beta (Fo rm A) 

and Alpha (Form A) a nd Otis Sel f-A minister i ng Test 

of _ ent al Abili t y. 

2. The Stanford Ach i~vement Test, Fo r m D, administ ered 

to pupils in t he fourt h , fifth , a nd sixth gr ades in 

3. Baker's character test, ".Tellin hat I Do," Primary 

Form ( ra~es four, five, and six) and Advanced Forrrr 
-~"ti 

( r ades seven and ei t). 

Fo r data on f a ct rs no t measured by sta nda r dized te s ts, 

tea chers' opini ons were obtained on an inquiry bl ank devised 



ABSr RACT (Continu ea) 

by t h e wri t e r for rating s on attitudes, habits, attendance, 

personal characteristics, and supplementary personal i nforma

ti on. Conferences with the t e a che rs and visita ti on of pu1il s ' 

homes yielded further data wi t h respect to health , physical 

a is bil i t ies, and home c ondi t i ons . 

Case h istori e s ere c ompile for all pupils . 

Compari sons were made 6etween t he ~etarded gr ou p a nd the 

no rmal - pro res s gr ou p , on t h e basis of the various fac t ors . 

Find ings 

I t was found that · 39 .1 per cent of the ort y-six pu pils 

enrolled in the Dougl a ss Elemen~ary Sc ool are retaraed . This 

pro portion , while large , is not excessive i n compari s on with 

the fi nd ing s of other s t ud i e s . 

The distribution of intelli ,ence for the tota l gr~u p , 

includ ing h i gh sc ool pu p ils, foll ow s t he normal curv e , and 

e sta blishes the s u b jects a s a representative gr oup . The mean ,, ,, 

I .. for the re ta r ed e leme ntary pupil s is 93 .7 with a range 

of 6 3 to 126. The me a n of the nor al - progress gr ou p is a 

li t tl e hi ~h er--96 . 4 , wi th a range o f _78 to 123 . The dis- ' 
~ 

tri bution of bo t h groups is normal, wit fifty _p e r c e nt of 

each r ou p wi thin the#esta lishe r an _e of norial inte111: 

gence. 



ABSTR CT (Continu d) 

Littl e relationship was foun between sc oo l attendance 

and grade pro ·res s . Only two cases in each _r oup were re

ported a s irre gular in attendance . 

There is a sli ght · evid ence that pu pils with poor or fair 

he 1th are likely to oe retarded . 

Spee ch impediments w~re found a morig three cas e s of re

peaters, one is in the t h ird grad e and two a re in t he first 

grade ; two of t hes e are doin unsati sfactory work a t present 

and may not be promoted t h is year . Le f t-handedness a ppears 

not to be an i mporta~t f · ctor. 

Poor home c onditions a ppear to be an i mportant factor. 

o re t han 50 per c ent of the. retarded pupils c ome from homes 

rated as "poor," and 22.2 p e r ce nt come from horns ra t e d only 

"fair ." "Good" homes were repor t d for 42.8 pe r cent of the 

pupils ma~ing nor a l pro ress. 

Characteri s tic s of the - retarded pupils, according to 

t he teachers' ratings, i ~~iude such factors as : inabili t y 

to ho ld attention to tas k , inability to re member fac t s a ppar

ntly l earned , inabili ~y t o comprehend work of the dif f iculty 

of his grade, and bein easily d is c oura~e d . 
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The distribution of the health scores in each group is 

as follows: 

Retarded 

No. Per Cent 

Poor 0 

Fair 5 27.7 
Good 13 72.2 

Total 18 ., 99-9 per 
cent 

Normal-Progress 

No. 

1 
3 

24 

28 

Per Cent 

3.5 
10.7 
85.8 ..

100 per 
cent 

Most of the pupils in both groups were reported as 

being in good health. 

Not any of the retarded group had poor health, as 

compared with one (3.5 per cent) of the group showing normal 

--

progress. � 

Five (27.7 per cent) of the retarded group �ad fair 

health as co pared�with three (10.7 per cent) of the group 

showing normal progress. 

Home Conditions 

The distribution of the ratings obtained on home con

ditions is as follows: 

Retarded Normal-Prop;ress 

No. Per Cent o. Per Cent 

Poor 10 55.5 3 10.7 
Fai� 4 22.2 13 46 .4 

Good 4 22.2 12 42.8 

Total 18 99.9 per 28 99.9 per 
cent cent 
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