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Allegro ma non troppo
Paul Carlson, Bruce Daniel, violins
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St DREHE .. il ity tais et AN e N arr. Douglas Wagner
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TEXTS

The first “Nowell”

The first “Nowell!” the angel did say

Was to certain poor shepherds in fields as they lay;
In fields where they lay keeping their sheep

On a cold winter’s night that was so deep.

Nowell! Born is the King of Israel.

They looked up and saw a star

Shining in the east beyond them far;
And to the earth it gave great light,

And so it continued both day and night.
Nowell! Born is the King of Israel.

It came upon the midnight clear

It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,

From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:

“Peace on the earth, good will to men
From heaven’s all gracious King!”
The world in solemn stillness lay

To hear the angels sing.

Still through the cloven skies they come,
With peaceful wings unfurled,

And still their heavenly music floats
O’er all the weary world;

Above its sad and lowly plains

They bend on hovering wing,

And ever o’er its Babel sounds

The blessed angels sing.
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