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Biographical Note

MS 253
The Pittsburg Pottery Company Collection

Pittsburg State University, Special Collections &
University Archives, Pittsburg, Kansas

1701 S. Broadway

Pittsburg, Kansas 66762

(620) 235-4883

speccoll@pittstate.edu

1983-1994

1 linear foot

Unknown

A collection of legal papers, financial statements, and
correspondence relating to the final decade of the Pittsburg
Pottery Company.

This collection is open for access. Researchers must use the
collection in accordance with the policies of the Special
Collections & University Archives, Leonard H. Axe
Library, Pittsburg State University

English

The pottery business in Pittsburg began in 1888 when a

smelting company provided a section for stonemasonry. In 1913, this section became
independent and was named the Pittsburg Clay Works. Originally owned by A. K. and E. V.
Lanyon, the company was bought by a group of people, including Henry Matarazzi, in 1925.
Matarazzi gained complete ownership in 1944 and the name changed to the Pittsburg Pottery
Company. Matarazzi passed the business on to his son in 1952 who sold it to an Oswego pottery
company in 1982. Until World War 11, the company used coal to fire the kilns, but switched to
natural gas after the war. In the 1980s, gas prices rose sharply, making payments more difficult.
After a recession, sales of its products slowed. The company found it difficult to pay its loans to
the City of Pittsburg, even with modifications to the payments plans. The company closed in the

mid-1990s.
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Processing Note

Collection processed in November 2019

Content Description

This collection is primary sources and is divided into the following series:

Seville Interrogatory Answers and Production Response

Pittsburg Pottery: Motion to Quash and Motion for Protection Order
Correspondence and Court Papers

Pittsburg Pottery Co.

Deposition Exhibits and Chronology

Pittsburg Pottery Privileged Documents Deleted

Pittsburg Pottery Inc., Financial

Seville Industries — Pittsburg Potter — RLF

N wNE

Detailed Description of the Collection
Series 1: Seville Interrogatory Answers and Production Response

F. 1 Court Papers, May-August 1992; Correspondence, 1988, 1991-1992; Payment Schedule,
May 1991

Series 2: Pittsburg Pottery: Motion to Quash and Motion for Protection Order

F. 2 Correspondence and Notes, October 1983-September 1992; Court Papers, September 1987-
September 1992; Court Jurisdiction and Procedures

Series 3: Correspondence and Court Papers

F. 3 Correspondence, 1986-1993, Minutes, Financial
F. 4 Court Papers — Motions, Requests, Petitions, 1990-1993

Series 4: Pittsburg Pottery Co.

F. 5 Court Papers and Minutes, November 1983-April 1993
F. 6 Correspondence and Notes, 1983- 1993

Series 5: Deposition Exhibits and Chronology June, 1983-May 1992
F. 7 Correspondence 1983-1992

F. 8 Financial 1984-1992
F. 9 Minutes, 1983-1991 and Court/Various Papers, 1983-1992
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Series 6: Pittsburg Pottery Privileged Documents Deleted

F. 10 Correspondence, 1983-1992, and Minutes
F. 11 Financial, Legal, and Other Documents, 1983-1990, n.d.

Series 7: Pittsburg Pottery Inc., Financial

F. 12 Kansas City Star newspaper clippings, June 7, 1992; Correspondence, 1983-1990; Notes;
Financial and Court Papers, 1983-1992; Minutes, 1991

Series 8: Seville Industries — Pittsburg Pottery — RLF

F. 13 Financial and Legal Papers, 1983, n.d.
F. 14 Correspondence, 1983-1989, and Notes, 1983-1984
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