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Alvin H. Proctor Collection
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Biographical Note

MS 231
The Alvin H. Proctor Collection

Pittsburg State University, Special Collections &
University Archives, Pittsburg, Kansas

1701 S. Broadway

Pittsburg, Kansas 66762

(620) 235-4883

speccoll@pittstate.edu

1944-1999

4 linear feet

Margaret Mahoney

A collection of speeches, newspaper clippings,
correspondence, publications, and photographs of Dr. Alvin
H. Proctor.

This collection is open for access. Researchers must use the
collection in accordance with the policies of the Special
Collections & University Archives, Leonard H. Axe
Library, Pittsburg State University

English

Alvin. H. Proctor was born on July 29, 1912. He attended

the University of Kansas from 1930-1931, and Kansas State Teachers College (KSTC) from
1932-1935 where he graduated with a double major in English and journalism. Alvin Proctor
married Mary Faye Cooper in 1933. Proctor received his master’s degree from KSTC in 1936.
He taught history, government, and journalism at Hot Springs High School in New Mexico
before beginning studies at the University of Wisconsin for a Ph.D. from 1938-1939. He had
various teaching positions until he was commissioned as a lieutenant in the aviation branch of
the U.S. Naval Reserve in 1944, Proctor taught at Fort Hays State College in 1943 and 1946-47
before he returned to the University of Wisconsin to complete his Ph.D. in history and
government in June 1948. He was a part of the faculty at Pittsburg State University from 1948
until 1984 as a history professor and administrator. Dr. Proctor passed away in Frontenac,

Kansas in 2001.
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Processing Note

Collection processed in September 2019

Content Description

This collection is primary sources and is divided into the following series:

Biographical

Correspondence

Program

Speech

Speech Resources

Subject Files

University Publications and Programs
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Detailed Description of the Collection

Box 1
Series 1: Biographical

F. 1 Vitae, Speaker’s Data
F. 2 Clippings

Series 2: Correspondence

. 22 1947-1949
1950-1953
1954-1955
1956

1957
1967-1968
1969-1970
1971-1972
.10 1973-1976
.11 1977-1980
.12 1982-1999, undated
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Series 3: Program

F. 13 1947-1956
F. 14 1959-1973

Series 4: Speech

F. 14a The 1988 Elections



Proctor, Alvin H., Collection, MS 231

15
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18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43
44
45

47
48
49
50
51
52
53
54
56
57
58
59
60
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“A Few Problems”

“A Passage to India”

“Afghanistan: Alternatives for the United States”
“Aggrandizing Presidency”

“America in World Affairs”

American Association of Public Welfare

“American Alternatives”

“American Business and the House of Freedom”
American Education Week

“The American Heritage in World Affairs”

“The American Presidency; an Interpretation”
“America’s Position in World Affairs”

“Be Not Content with the Commonplace”

“The Berlin Crisis

Carbondale

“The Care and Nurture of Good Teaching”

“The Care and Nurture of Teaching Scholars”
Career Education Conference Welcome

“Cecil and Eva C. Wilkinson”

“Challenge and Problem of the Age”

“Charles Dickens was Right”

“The Chinese Triangle”

“City Government is What You Make It”

“College and University Leadership
Commencement, Bronaugh, 1967

Commencement, Ft. Scott Community College, 1974
Commencement, Kansas State College of Pittsburg, 1968
Commencement, Kansas State College of Pittsburg, 1968
Commencement, Neosho County Community College, 1975
Commencement, Stanley, 1970

“The Declaration of Independence”

‘Democracy Works Under Handicaps”

“The Difficult Task”

The Doctor of Arts Degree”

“The Donkey or the Elephant”

“A Drink in the Ohio”

“The Drummer’s March for Free Men”

“E. Louise Gibson”

“Education in the High School”

“The Evaluation of Merit”

“Evaluation of the Ph.D. and Doctor of Arts Degree”
“Extra-Curricular Activities in General Education”
“The Forgotten Man and Who Forgets Him”

“Free Schools and Free Teachers”

“Freedom’s Drama, Pat or Jacqueline”
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. 61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78
79
80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
. 100
.101
. 102
. 103
. 104
. 105
. 106

TAMMNIAANAINIAANMIIAANIIIANIIIANNINIAANNINIAIANNT NI AN TN

“The Glory and the Responsibility”
Golden Crest
Graduate Assistant’s Meeting
“Graduate Schools for Master Teachers”
“Graduate Study in Transition”
“Great Issues for Contemporary Man”
“A Hinge of History and Our Response”
“The House of Freedom and Those Who Teach”
“I Move That Candles Be Brought”
“In Defense of American Freedom
Joe Reilly Retirement
Kansas State College of Pittsburg, Retirement, 1976
Kansas State College of Pittsburg, Retirement, 1977
Kansas State College of Pittsburg, Scholarship Awards
Kiwanis Honor Luncheon
Kiwanis, Wives and Senior Scholars
“Large and Definite Purposes”
“Lovable and Bugable”
“Lucy and Linus Discuss a Problem”
“Main Academic Programs and Thrusts”
“Margret Carr”
Meet and Confer Statement, 1976
“Mt. Carmel’s Year in Review
“Nation Building and the United Nations”
“National Political Issues and Comments”
“Nationalism in This Century”
“The Nature and Purposes of College Organization”
“New Approaches to Graduate Study”
“News to Challenge Students”
“A One Inch Cricket Can be Heard a Mile”
“The Only Sound Economics”
“Party Leadership and Personal Problems”
“Peace and National Security”
P.E.O. Welcome
“People and Politics; Issues in 1962”
“The People of the Wind”
Pittsburg Conference on English
Pittsburg High School, 1940 Class Reunion
“Politics is Part of the Social Pattern”
“Power Conflicts and the Academic Revolution”
“Power Factors in Kansas Constitutional Revision”
“The Presidency, Politics and Politicians”
“President Reagan, the First 100 Days”
“A Progress Report”
Pursuit of Talen, Workshop
“Quest for Answers, A Personal Odyssey”
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F. 107
F. 108
F. 109
F. 110

Box 2

“The Race to be Contemporary”
“Reflections for Those Who Govern”
“Reflections Upon National Policies”
“Residence Hall Government”

Series 4 Continued

C111
112
. 113
114
115
. 116

117
. 118
119
. 120
121
122
. 123
124

128
. 129
.130
0131
132
. 133
134
. 135
. 136
. 137
. 138
. 139
. 140
141
. 142
. 143
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“The Responsibility of the Professional Nurse”
“The Road Ahead for the United States”

“The Root and Rise of the Same”

“A Rose or an Artichoke”

Scholastic Honor Society

“A Second Look at the Election”

. 116a Senior-Graduate Speech 1960

“Six Impossible Things Before Breakfast”
“Social Science as a College Major”
“Social Studies for a World in Crisis”
“Soviet Pressure Against the West”
“Statement to the Faculty”, 1968
“Statement to the Faculty”, 1970
“Statement to the School of Education”
“The Story of Otis Quackenbush”

. 125-127 Theodore Fink Memorial Lectures, Melbourne

“Those Are Very Good Credentials”

“To Sail on Unknown Seas”

“To Think in New Dimensions”

“Toward New Horizons”

“Travelling Classrooms for Kansas Teachers”
“Trends and Programs for the Training of Community College Teachers’
“Two Roads Diverge”

“United States Foreign Policy”

“The Voice of the Beagle”

“War in Vietnam — The Home Front”
“Washington and Lincoln”

“Weapons, Men and the Service”

“Who Nailed the Door Shut — and Why?
“William E. Gladstone”

“World in Crisis — The Challenge”

“Young Men and the Women from Thailand”

2

Series 5: Speech Resources

F. 144-148 Miscellaneous Clippings and Articles
Notes on:

F. 149

America
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. 150 Anecdotes

. 151 Cartoons

. 152 Christianity

. 153 Citizenship

. 154 Commencement
. 155 Democracy

. 156 Economics

. 157 Education

. 158 Freedom

. 159 Graduate Education
. 160 Humanism

. 161 India

. 162 Junior College

. 163 Korea

. 164 Lincoln

. 165 Middle East

. 166 Military

. 167 Monroe Doctrine
. 168 North American Economic Union
. 169 Nuclear War

. 170 Politics

. 171 Poverty

. 172 Presidency

. 173 Quotes

. 174 Russia

. 175 Space

. 176 Teachers

. 177 United Nations
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Series 6: Subject Files

. 178 Academic Projects and Proposals

. 179 Academic Vice President

. 180 Administrative Council

. 181 Commentary on the Brennenman Statement

. 183 Continuing Education

.183a CGS

. 184 Council of Graduate Students

. 184a Committee on Graduate Study
. 185 Docking, Robert

. 186 Eastern Field Trip, 1956
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Box 3
Series 6 Continued

. 182 Committee on Preparation of College Teachers
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. 186a Eastern Field Trip, 1952
Slides for Eastern Field Trip 1952, 1954, and 1956 also available
. 187 Evaluation of Merit
. 188 Evaluation of Review
. 189 Kansas Citizenship Clearing House
. 190 Kelce Center for Business
. 191 Kelce Center for Business
. 192 Mondale, Walter F.
. 193 North Dakota Project
. 194-197 Nursing Building
. 198 Report to President-Elect Appleberry
. 199 Second Commission on Revision of the Kansas Constitution
. 200-201 Skubitz, Joe
. 202 Specialist in Education Degree
. 203 University Goals and Objectives
. 204-206 University of Melbourne Trip
. 207 University System, Working Papers
. 207a Western Field Trip
Slides of Western Field Trip 1953 and 1956 also available
F. 208 Wilma Chambers’ Speeches
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Box 4
Series 7: University Publications and Programs

F. 209 1949-1952
F. 210 1953-1954
F.211 1955-1956
F. 212 1957

F. 213 1958-1973
F. 214 1974-1987

Series 8: Dissertation

F. 215 Ph.D. Dissertation, Wisconsin 1948
Dissertation Notes in black and gray box

Series 9: Photographs
F. 216 Various photographs of Dr. Alvin H. Proctor and Mary Cooper Proctor from the 1940s to

1983. Includes a photo of Proctor in his navy uniform during World War 1l and a picture of him
with President Harry Truman.
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