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Topeka Capital
January 5, 1916
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Llogical development of this s
Lbe the extension of these paved high-

many counties are makix

Lroads.
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Leads All Others During Last Five

Years—Practice Spreading to

Country Conununities.

Manhattan, Kan.,, Jat. 4.—More citie
in Kansas have paved thelr streets witn
[first-class materials during the last
five years than in any other state in
the Union, ig the ‘assertion of W. S
Gearhart,  state “highway = engineer.
*These cities _began theirl work,” says
Mr. Gearharty, “by paving one or two:
blocks in the business districts and ex-
tending operations until in many places
practically all of the streets have been
paved. The most natural, practical and
stem will

{

ways out into the country. Indeed,]
definite’

plans for such a radiating system of] |

o "During the last five years Kansss
has built and has been maintaining the
finest system of earth roads in the
world, but about ten months ago the
,'hottom dropped out’ and the most im-
‘portant dimension of these highways]
‘has been their depth. The weather con-
ditions in 1913 and 1914 were favorable.
for the maintenance of earth roads and
many Kansans began to think that
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SWer any purpose. :
“However, it is now clearly evident

market centers and connecting cities,
are to be maintained in the eastern part
of the state as 3tH-day highways, it will
be necessary to surface them  witii
more permanent mate 1

“Bastern Kansas
ed to general farming
a system of first-cla 3 lead-
ing to the market centers is one of the
first essentials in the successful car-
rying out of this type of farming.

“Choosing the type of road for a lo-
cality should be done by an expert
engineer, while the construction of the!
road should be placed under the su-;
pervision of a corps of expert engi-}|
neers who have baen given the power

L(U gnt results,”

Petltions for the floels fly

honor of being the first county to pro-

way In all rock construction. The e

ifiled with the county commlissioners
ithis week
tof  the work of construction without
jturther delay unddr the Hodge Law
ywhich is being so successfully used in
‘this county.

properly graded earth roads would an-]lzens built the first’ short
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,of rock road to the cemetery.
that if these main roads radiating from ibecause there were times when a hearse
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il ﬁ%’s Ké o !}!TILS P QFLBOURBON COUNTY 1S FIRST

TS SHARE OF THE JE
WAY .ALREADY: IS P#
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Side of Fort Scott Ave #iled and
Constraction Work AR R R
Begin Withouat Dolay,

Bourbon County, Kansag, claima tha

vide for its share ot the Jefferson High-

titions for the two gaps, on each 51de
of Fort Sc‘ott are ready and will be

That means the beginning
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Bourbon County furnishes a fine ex-
ample of the value of rock roads as an
ad\ermbement of the progressivene\a
and pmspenty ~of ‘a community.
Ten years ago = Fort Ccott - clti-

could not be used. The cost was so much’
easier than had been anticipated and
the experiment so popular the citizens

began building roads for the living as
well, and from that start have nearly

X roads,

fifty miles of ro ;

When the Jefferson  Highway was
‘proposed. Bourbon County instantly be-
came the most talked of county between
The fact

Kansas City and New Orle
“that Its rock roads were
funder the test of travel and were be-
‘ing built for a dollar an ‘acre, or ten
cents an acre a vear, has besn rep
thox.,umds of times the last .
in soveral states. Now the county 1s
the first to provide for its share of the
Jefferson Highway, and that fact will

ated

few manths

stretchy

standingz up]

gia given much publicity.
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