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(00 Miles Buiit— 50 Miles
Asked h_} Petitions,

Fort Scott, Kan.,, March 28,-—-QOnoe
day last week Mr. 8, J. Delano, of
Fulton, who has been managing the
rock road petitions for the nine mile
stretch north of Fort Scott to extend’
the present rock road north to the

of sccuring 50 per cent of the land
and 60 per cent of the land owners
and it is now only a matter of formal-
ity of having the county commission-

step will be the contract for the roc k
road,

The rock road petition southwest of
Fort Scott through Pawnee to the
Crawford county line north of Girard
‘hag been granted by the county co
missioners several weeks ago. This
completes the rock road across the
county along the proposed Jefferson
highway., With the five miles already
built on each side of Fort Scott and
the contracts for the balance of the
twenty .miles to be let soon, insures
Bourbon county its part of the big
hivh\\'{y in the shortest time of any
county in Kansas and so far as known’
any of the counties in any of the]
eleven states through which the Jef-
felmon highway passes.

Bourbon county now has fifty miles
Ot' rock road already built extending
in eight directions from TFort Scott.
'l‘hexe are now about fifty miles of
Tock road petitions under the Hodges
law either granted or assured whic
will give that county 100 miles of rock
roads., This will stand as the high
mark of any county in Kanuas in the
matter of rock roads, 4

How and Why It Was Done,
Educatior. along the lines of the
benefits alike to farmers and mer-
lchants is the one big element in thc
success of this record for good roads
FAbout ten years ago a special act of
the Kansas legislature made Fort
Scott and Scott township a speeial
oad district and made the mayor and
township trustee the road commission
o carry out the terms of the law. It
evied a one mill tax which 1)"udllt‘ul
1$16,009 each year and thig fund was
to be e\l)’mh‘d in building rock ro: M\
out from Foril Scotf to the tow nship
line in eight directions, TLast yvear the|
vork wag f‘umple(nd giving  Fort
scott ard Scolt tnx\n\hxp fifty miles
of rock s, 1d8 nd stre
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of 'Scott
Hodges law
At first it Jook-
The farmers halked for a
time at themselves and the township

aying 15%. of the cost. :But when
he matter was fully understood and]
the tax was snread out over a distriet
{1 feur miles wide it was found that $1.00
iver acre would meet the expense and
Ahey could have ten years in which to
pay the tax or only 10 cents per acre
for ten years. ;
Average Cost of Rock oads.

The average cost of the rock roads
in  Bourbon . county, and they’ AIL
splendid macadam roads, was 83,720
per mile. The township pays 25%; of
.the cost. And in some. counties the
‘commissioners ‘do all the grading and
huild all of the cul\'erts and bridges
‘In other counties the commissioners
ray 259 ol the cost out of the gen«
leral fonds., In a district four miles
wide there are 2 160 acres and if the
township pays 2357 or $853.00 and the)
Innd $1.00 per acre it will make a
fand of 83,413 or practically enough
ito huild ‘.hﬁ rock road.
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