Pittsburg State University
Pittsburg State University Digital Commons

Communication and Theater Programs Communication

2-17-1988

The Three Penny Opera

Pittsburg State University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/theater-programs

Recommended Citation
Pittsburg State University, "The Three Penny Opera" (1988). Communication and Theater Programs. 150.
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/theater-programs/150

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Communication at Pittsburg State University Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Communication and Theater Programs by an authorized
administrator of Pittsburg State University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact
digitalcommons@pittstate.edu.


https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/theater-programs
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/communication
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/theater-programs?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Ftheater-programs%2F150&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/theater-programs/150?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Ftheater-programs%2F150&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@pittstate.edu

The [195%
Pittsburg State University

Departments of
Communication and Music

present

Pittsburg
Memorial Auditorium

Wednesday
February 17
Friday
February 19

/.f/%??/

8:00 P.M.

Music By

» Rt Vedll



THE THREEPENNY OPERA

by Bertolt Brecht and Kurt Weill
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Program Notes

The Threepenny Opera (Die Dreigroschenoper) was written in 1928 and
first performed in Berlin that same year. This free adaptation ofJohn
Gay’s ‘‘Beggar’s Opera” is the only play by Brecht to achieve real
popularity and success. Set in a fantastic nineteenth century Soho, in
London, the main line of Gay’s opera has been retained.

The racy and lucid style combines with the theatrical music of Kurt Weill
to produce an enormously popular success.

Despite the antagonism expressed against the social system, there is a note

of compassion running through the opera. The plight of the poor and the
disabled, perhaps because they are used for Peachum’s profit, come clear-
ly before our perception as objects for genuine concern. The most
scathing indictment is leveled at a society that rewards thievery at all
levels.

The play presents an analysis of capitalist society based on Proudhon’s
dictum that property is theft. Macheath, the robber, and all the beggars,
thieves, whores and police are satirized as bourgeois businessmen.

Scenes

The action takes place in London, before and during
Queen Victoria’s Coronation.

Act One
Prologue: A Street, Soho
Scene 1: Peachum’s Beggars’ Outfit Shop
Scene 2: An Empty Stable
Scene 3: Peachum’s Beggars’ Outfit Shop

Act Two

Scene 1: The Stable

Interlude: A Street

Scene 2: A Brothel in Wapping
Scene 3: Newgate Prison

Act Three :
Scene 1: Peachum’s Beggars’ Outfit Shop

Interlude: A Street

Scene 2: Lucy Brown’s Room
Scene 3: Newgate Prison Death-Cell
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