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Julius A. Wayland Collection  

Collection Number       MS 039 

Title        The Julius A. Wayland Collection 

Name and Location of Repository  Pittsburg State University, Special 

Collections & University Archives, 

Pittsburg, Kansas 

Dates       1871 – 1985  

Collection Size       15 linear feet 

Creator Pittsburg State University from various 

sources 

Scope and Content       The papers of the Julius A. Wayland 

Collection contain material concerning Wayland’s career as a socialist publisher, particularly that 

of his newspaper, Appeal to Reason, which he published from his Girard, Kansas publishing 

company. The collection also includes family papers and items, documents, and genealogical 

research.  

The Special Collections also holds print and microfilmed copies of the Appeal to Reason, and 

The Coming Nation. 

Access Restrictions      This collection is open for access 

Languages       English 

Biographical Note     Julius A. Wayland (1854-1912) was the 

founder and publisher of the Appeal to Reason, America’s largest socialist newspaper in the first 

two decades of the 20th century.  Wayland first started The Coming Nation, also a socialist 

newspaper, in the 1890s.  Originally from Indiana, Wayland had been successful in real estate 

before turning to journalism.  In 1895 he started up a socialist utopian colony, the Ruskin 

Colony, in Tennessee but after two years left it and moved to Kansas City. There he started the 

Appeal to Reason, and in 1897 relocated to Girard, Kansas, bringing with him the Appeal, which 

soon became the nation’s leading socialist newspaper with circulation numbers exceeding 

150,000.  He published the Appeal from Girard until his death in 1912.   

Series       Correspondence; Business and Legal 

Records; Family Papers; Photographs; Family Financial Ledgers; Walter Wayland 

Financial Records; Stevenson/Lashley/Wayland Family Correspondence; Family Research 

and Genealogy; China and Clothing; Personal Items; Oversized Items. 

 

Folder List  

Box 1:  Correspondence 

Fl. 1:  1879 

Fl. 2:  1880 
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Fl. 3:  1887 

Fl. 4:  1888 

Fl. 5:  1889 

Fl. 6:  1890 

Fl. 7:  Feb. – March 1894 

Fl. 8:  April 1894 

Fl. 9:  April 1894 

Fl. 10: May 1894 

Fl. 11:  Jan. 1895 

Fl. 12:  March- July 1895 

Fl. 13:  1896 

Fl. 14:  1897 

Fl. 15:  Feb. – May 1898 

Fl. 16:  July – October 1898 

Fl. 17:  1899-1900 

Fl. 18:  1901 

Fl. 19:  1902 

FL. 20:  Jan. – July 1903 

Fl. 21:  Oct. – November 7. 1903 

Fl. 22:  November 8 – November 11, 1903 

Fl. 23:  November 12 – December 2, 1903 

Fl. 24:  Transcriptions of folders 21-23 (1903) 

Fl. 25:  Dec. 1903 

Fl. 26:  Jan. – Nov. 1904 

Fl. 27:  Dec. 1904 

Fl. 28:  Jan. 1905 

Fl. 29:  Feb. March 1905 

Fl. 30:  April – Sept. 1905 

Fl. 31:  Oct. 1905 

Fl. 32:  n.d. – Jan. 1906 

Fl. 33:  March – April 1906 

Fl. 34:  May 1 – May 12, 1906 

Fl. 35:  May 13 – June 15, 1906 

Fl. 36:  June 16 – June 30, 1906 

Fl. 37:  July 2- July 15, 1906 

Fl. 38:  July 19 – July 21, 1906 

Fl. 39:  July 23 – July 31, 1906 

Fl. 40:  Aug. 2 – Aug. 29, 1906 

Fl. 41:  Sept. 1 – Dec. 24, 1906 

Fl. 42:  n.d. – March 26, 1907 

Fl. 43:  April 9 – Dec. 31, 1907 

Fl. 44:  n.d. – March 19, 1908 

Fl. 45:  March 25, 1908 (mss by L. H. Chappel) 

Fl. 46:  April 15 – Dec. 14, 1908 

Fl. 47:  1909 

Fl. 48:  n.d. – Jan. 16, 1910 
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Fl. 49:  Jan. 24 – March 28, 1910 

Fl. 50:  March 4 – June 30, 1910 

Fl. 51:  July 1 – July 28, 1910 

Fl. 52:  July 29 – Aug. 25, 1910 

Fl. 53:  Sept. 14 – Nov. 30, 1910 

Fl. 54:  Dec. 9 – Dec. 28, 1910 

 

Box 2:  Correspondence 

Fl. 55:  Jan. 11 – Jan. 25, 1911 

Fl. 56:  Feb. 2 – Aug. 20, 1911 

Fl. 57:  Aug. 21 – Sept. 1, 1911 

Fl. 58:  Sept. 6 – Nov. 16, 1911 

Fl. 59:  n.d. – March 10, 1912 

Fl. 60:  March 11 – April 29, 1912 

Fl. 61:  May 1 – May 28, 1912 

Fl. 62:  May 29 – June7, 1912 

Fl. 63:  June 12 – Oct. 29, 1912 

Fl. 64:  n.d. – Nov. 1912 

Fl. 65:  n.d. – Nov. 1912 

Fl. 66:  n.d. – Nov. 1912 

Fl. 67:  n.d. – Nov. 1912 

Fl. 68:  Nov. 6 – Nov. 11, 1912 

Fl. 69:  Nov. 11, 1912 

Fl. 70:  Nov. 12, 1912 

Fl. 71:  Nov. 12, 1912 

Fl. 72:  Nov. 13, 1912 

Fl. 73:  Nov. 14, 1912 

Fl. 74:  Nov. 15, 1912 

Fl. 75:  Nov. 16, 1912 

Fl. 76:  Nov. 17, 1912 

Fl. 77:  Nov. 18, 1912 

Fl. 78:  Nov. 19, 1912 

Fl. 79:  Nov. 20 – Nov. 21, 1912 

Fl. 80:  Nov. 21 – Nov. 22, 1912 

Fl. 81:  Nov. 22 – Nov. 23, 1912 

Fl. 82:  Nov. 23 – Nov. 24, 1912 

Fl. 83:  Nov. 24, 1912 

Fl. 84:  Nov. 24, 1912 

Fl. 85:  Nov. 24 – Nov. 25, 1912 

Fl. 86:  Nov. 25, 1912 

Fl. 87:  Nov. Nov. 25 – Nov. 26, 1912 

Fl. 88:  Nov. 26, 1912 

Fl. 89:  Nov. 27, 1912 

Fl. 90:  Nov. 27 – Nov. 28, 1912 

Fl. 91:  Nov. 28 – Nov. 29, 1912 

Fl. 92:  Nov. 30 – Dec. 1, 1912 
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Fl. 92b: n.d. 

Fl. 93:  Dec. 1 – Dec. 5, 1912  

 

Box 3: Correspondence 

Fl. 94:  Dec. 6 – Dec. 10, 1912 

Fl. 95:  Dec. 11 – Dec. 28, 1912 

Fl. 96:  n.d. – Jan. 31, 1913 

Fl. 97:  Feb. 18 – Feb. 27, 1913 

Fl. 98:  March 3 – March 31, 1913 

Fl. 99:  April 1 – April 12, 1913 

Fl. 100:  April 14 – April 30, 1913 

Fl. 101:  May 2 – July 22, 1913 

Fl. 102:  Aug. 20 – Nov. 5, 1913 

Fl. 103:  Nov. 6 – Dec. 9, 1913 

Fl. 104:  n.d. – Jan. 30, 1914 

Fl. 105:  Feb. 4 – March 21, 1914 

Fl. 106:  March 25 – Aug. 31, 1914 

Fl. 107:  Sept. 9 – Oct. 31, 1914 

Fl. 108:  Nov. 1 – Dec. 21, 1914 

Fl. 109:  Dec. 22, 1914 – Feb. 2, 1915 

Fl. 110:  Feb. 25 – March 19, 1915 

Fl. 111:  April 17 – Aug. 15, 1915 

Fl. 112:  Aug. 16 – Aug. 21, 1915 

Fl. 113:  Aug. 22 – Sept. 25, 1915 

Fl. 114:  Sept. 26 – Dec. 30, 1915 

Fl. 115:  1916 

Fl. 116:  n.d. – Feb. 7, 1917 

Fl. 117:  Feb. 7 – Feb. 8, 1917 

Fl. 118:  Feb. 8 – Feb. 10, 1917 

Fl. 119:  March 24 – Oct. 26, 1917 

Fl. 120:  Oct. 27 – Nov. 24, 1917 

Fl. 121:  Nov. 25 – Dec. 31, 1917 

Fl. 122:  Jan. 2 – Feb. 25, 1918 

Fl. 123:  Feb. 27 – Oct. 5, 1918 

Fl. 124:  Oct. 13, 1918 – July 16, 1920 

Fl. 125:  Dec. 11 – Dec. 17, 1920 

Fl. 126:  Dec. 18, 1920 – July 28, 1921 

Fl. 127:  1922 

Fl. 128:  1923 

Fl. 129:  1928 

Fl. 130:  1934 – 1950 

Fl. 131:  1951 – 1985 

Fl. 132:  1986 – n.d. 

 

Box 4:  Business and Legal Records 

Fl. 133:  Charter (Appeal Publishing Co.), 1902 
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Fl. 134:  Appeal Publishing Co. Stock Certificates  1902-1904 

Fl. 135:  Bills of Sale  1898; 1902 

Fl. 136:  League of Independent Voters Agreement  1901 

Fl. 137:  Memorandum of Agreement, “Civilized Man,” (Upton Sinclair)  1906 

Fl. 138:  Property Title Deed  1903 

Fl. 139:  Affidavit of J. P. McDonough  1912 

Fl. 139B: Union Overalls Company Documents, 1912 

Fl. 140:  Rule to Show Cause (to McDonough affidavit)  1912 

Fl. 141:  Court Testimony: US vs. Wayland, Sheppard, and Warren  1909-1912 

Fl. 142:  Court Cases  c. 1912 

Fl. 143:  Miscellaneous Court Documents (including assault case of William Thomas)  c. 1908- 

1912 

Fl. 144:  Financial:  Bank of Girard  1906 

Fl. 145:  Financial:  Crawford County State Bank  1908-1911 

Fl. 146:  Financial: First National Bank of Girard  1910-1913 

Fl. 147:  Financial: Crawford County State Bank  1916-1918 

Fl. 148:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  1904 

Fl. 149:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  1905 

Fl. 150:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  Nov. 1906 – June 1907 

Fl. 151:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  July – Dec. 1907 

Fl. 152:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  July – Dec. 1908 

Fl. 153:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  Feb. – Dec. 1909 

Fl. 154:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  Jan. – Aug. 1910 

Fl. 155:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  Aug. – Dec. 1910 

Fl. 156:  Appeal to Reason Circulation Records  Jan. – Aug. 1911 

Fl. 157:  Appeal to Reason Subscription Forms  1915-1920 

Fl. 158:  Special Edition Subscription Forms  n.d. 

Fl. 159:  State Edition Subscription Form  n.d. 

Fl. 160:  Life Subscription Forms  1912 – 1915 

Fl. 161:  General Subscription Forms (blank)  n.d. 

Fl. 162:  Return Address Envelopes  n.d. 

Fl. 163:  Credit Voucher and Subscription Stamps  n.d.  

Fl. 164:  $100,000 Fund Form  n.d. 

Fl. 165:  Edison Moving Picture & Exhibition Outfit  n.d. 

Fl. 166:  Piano Contest Blank form  1906 

Fl. 167:  Appeal Army (photocopies)  n.d.  

Fl. 168:  Farms Contest  c. 1917 

Fl. 169:  A Present for Appeal Workers  n.d. 

Fl. 170:  Advertisements, Circulars, and Forms  1908-1913 

Fl. 171:  Club Order forms  n.d. 

Fl. 172:  Various advertisements, receipts, orders, and forms  n.d. 

Fl. 173:   Miscellaneous Business Records  n.d. 

Fl. 174:  Business Records; General Socialist documents  n.d. 

Fl. 175:  Financial Data: Metropolitan Street Railway & Kansas City Elevated Railway 

Companies  1910-1911 

Fl. 176:  Editorial Contributors  n.d. 
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Fl. 177:  National Economic League  n.d. 

Fl. 178:  Broadsides and Handbills  n.d. 

Fl. 179:  Miscellaneous Documents  1904-1913 

Fl. 180:  Miscellaneous Documents, including manuscript “Under the Ban: Leaves from the Life 

of a Wage Slave” by Joseph E. Chase  

Fl. 181:  Manuscript: “Otis for The Appeal.”  n.d.  

Fl. 182:  Manuscript (unidentifiable)  

Fl. 183:  Manuscript: “Possibilities of the People of Oklahoma” by J. Mooney  n.d. 

Fl. 184:  Manuscript:  Bylaws of Local Bridgeport Branch Socialist Party of Connecticut. n.d.  

Fl. 185:  Manuscript (unidentifiable, possible fragment) 

Fl. 186:  Manuscript: “The Wanderer” by Harvey Burnett.  Burnett family genealogy material. 

Fl. 186b:  Manuscript (unidentifiable, possibly fiction) 

Unnumbered folder:  Newspaper- Kansas City Post  1912 

 

Box 5:  Family Papers 

Fl. 187:  Newspapers and Clippings 

Fl. 188:  Newspaper clippings 

Fl. 189:  Newspaper clippings 

Fl. 190:  Clippings, articles, and eulogies 

Fl. 191:  Newspaper clippings 

Fl. 192:  Newspaper clippings 

Fl. 192b:  Newspaper clippings 

Fl. 193:  Missing 

Fl. 194:  Newspaper and cartoons 

Fl. 195:  Family Papers- Diary 1872 

Fl. 196:  Family Papers- Diary 1871-1872 

Fl. 197:  Family Papers- Diary 1872 

Fl. 198:  Family Papers- Diary 1872 

Fl. 199:  Family Papers- Expense book 1872-1873 

Fl. 200:  Family Papers- Expense book n.d. 

Fl. 201:  Family Papers- Expense book 1875 

Fl. 202:  Family Papers- Expense book 1878 

Fl. 203:  Family Papers- Diary 1878 

Fl. 204:  Family Papers- Expense book (real estate) n.d.  

Fl. 205:  Family Papers- Expense book (real estate) c. 1890 

Fl. 206:  Family Papers- Book list  n.d. 

Fl. 207:  Family Papers- Book of clippings  n.d. 

Fl. 208:  J. A. Wayland- An Astral Reading, by Masloth  n.d. 

Fl. 209:  Family Papers- Expense Book  1896-1899 

Fl. 210:  Family Papers- Expense Book 1898-1900 

Fl. 211:  Family Papers- Financial Documents  1908-1909; 1912 

Fl. 211b:  Family Business & Legal Papers- Socialist Party Membership Card (in the folder is an 

envelope marked “Badge for Convention at Girard Kan that nominated B. F. Wilson for 

Congress, Febry 22, 1908” with delegate ribbon 

Fl. 212:  Missing 

Fl. 213:  Family Papers- photocopied clippings, c. 1912 
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Fl. 214:  Family Papers- Clippings, c. 1912 

Fl. 215:  Family Papers- Florist sympathy cards; Funeral Notice  1912 

Fl. 216:  Family Papers- Diary of Edith Wayland’s Trip to Yellowstone, Summer of 1910 

(photocopy) 

Fl. 217:  Family Papers- Family account, typescript, n.d. 

Fl. 218:  Family Papers- Edith Wayland Stephenson on J. A. Wayland: An Interview by Ross 

Stephenson, 28 March 1984 

Fk, 219a:  Family Papers- 1912 Automobile accident claim 

Fl. 219b:  Family Papers- Edith May (Wayland) Stephenson documents 

Fl. 220:  Family Papers- Commencement Program, Kansas State Normal School, 1914 

(photocopy); Who’s Who Entry n.d. 

Fl. 221:  Family Papers- Address book/diary.  n.d.  

Fl. 222:  Family Papers- Obituary, Etta Bevan Wayland, 1898 (photocopy) 

Fl. 223:  Family Papers- Christmas Card, from Jon G. Wayland, n.d.  

Fl. 224:  Family Papers- Book (catalog), The Kansas State Normal School, Forty-Sixth Year, 

1909-10; Class Schedule, 1911 

Fl. 225:  Family Papers- Book (catalog), The Kansas State Normal School, 1911-1-12 

Fl. 226:  Family Papers- Diary of Miss Olive B. Wayland, typescript, n.d. 

Fl. 227:  Family Papers- Diary of Miss Olive B. Wayland, mss (photocopy), 1902 

Fl. 228:  Family Papers- Wedding announcements, (photocopies) n.d.; receipt 1898 

Fl. 229:  Family Papers- Bank account, W. H. Wayland, c. 1910 

 

Box 6: Family Papers 

Fl. 230a:  Family Papers- Diary, W. H. Wayland, 1915 

Fl. 231:  Family Papers- Broadsides, n.d. 

Fl. 232:  Family Papers- Music, mss, Walter Wayland, n.d. 

Fl. 233:  Family Papers- Clippings, Walter Wayland, c. 1920s 

Fl. 233b:  Family Papers- Scrapbook, Walter Wayland (poetry, letters, clippings), c. 1920s 

Fl. 234:  Family Papers- Obituary, memorial program, Walter Wayland, 1980 

Fl. 235a:  Family Papers- Sheet music, mss; poems, Walter Wayland, n.d. 

Fl. 236:  Family Papers- Documents (war records, marriage, etc) William A. Wayland 

(photocopies), 1861-1913 

Fl. 237:  Business and Legal Documents- Postmaster Records 1879 

Fl. 238:  Legal Papers, Postmaster Records, Harrisonville, MO 1880 

Fl. 239:  Legal Papers- Deed of Trust; envelopes, 1885 

Fl. 240:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Documents, 1887 

Fl. 241:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Documents, 1888 

Fl. 242:  Family Papers- Music, Kissing Time, Billy Possum, Walter H, Wayland, 1909 

Fl. 243:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Documents, 1889 

Fl. 244:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Documents, 1890 

Fl. 245:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Documents, 1891 

Fl. 246:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Documents, 1892 

Fl. 247:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Documents, 1896-1899 

Fl. 248:  Legal Papers- Real Estate Document, 1903 (photocopy) 

Fl. 249:  Legal Papers- Ruskin Colony Register of Deeds, 1893 (photocopy); The Coming Nation 

Fl. 250:  Legal Papers- Ruskin Colony, 1894-1895 (originals and copies) 
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Fl. 251:  Family Papers- International Typographical Union Form, 1905 

Fl. 252:  Legal Papers- Petition for Letters of Guardianship, 1909 (photocopy) 

Fl. 253:  Legal Papers- Receipt, Release, and Discharge (accident claim), 1912  (photocopy)   

Fl: 254:  Legal Papers- Estate Appraisal and Findings, 1913  (photocopy) 

Fl. 255:  Legal Papers- Edith Stevenson vs. John G. Wayland, 1918-1919 (photocopy) 

Fl. 256:  Diaries 

 

Box 7:  Photographs 

Fl. 257:  J. A. Wayland Portraits 

Fl. 258:  J. A. Wayland Photographs and Portraits 

Fl. 259:  J. A. Wayland, H. M. Thompson, Otto Thum 

Fl. 260:  Miscellaneous Photographs 

Fl. 261:  Miscellaneous Photographs 

Fl. 262:  Miscellaneous Photographs 

Fl. 263:  Miscellaneous Photographs 

Fl. 264:  Miscellaneous Photographs 

 

Box 8:  Photographs 

Fl. 265:  Miscellaneous Photographs 

Fl. 266:  Versailles Indiana Photographs 

Fl. 267:  Ruskin (Tennessee) Colony Photographs 

Fl. 268:  Ruskin (Tennessee) Colony Photographs 

Fl. 269:  Ruskin (Tennessee) Colony and Miscellaneous Photographs 

Fl. 270:  Appeal to Reason Offices and Employees 

Fl. 271:  Appeal to Reason Offices and Employees 

Fl. 272:  Appeal to Reason Employees 

Fl. 273:  Appeal to Reason Offices and Employees 

Fl. 274:  Appeal to Reason Offices 

Fl. 275:  Appeal to Reason Buildings 

Fl. 276:  J. A. Wayland Home and Other Girard, Kansas Homes 

Fl. 277:  Eugene V. Debs and Mary Harris (Mother) Jones 

Fl. 278:  Miscellaneous Individuals 

Fl. 279:  Miscellaneous Photographs and Negatives 

Fl. 280:  Girard, Kansas Photographs 

Fl. 281:  Miscellaneous Photographs and Photographs of the Monangah (West Virginia) Mine 

Explosion  

 

Box 9:  Family Financial Ledgers 1917; 1922 – 1978; 1990; 1992  

 

Box 10:  Walter Wayland Financial Records 

 

Box 11: Stevenson/Lashley/Wayland Family Correspondence 

Fl. 282:  1973 

Fl. 283:  1974 

Fl. 284:  1975 

Fl. 285:  1976 



Wayland, Julius A., Collection, MS 39 
 

9 
 

Fl. 286:  1977 

Fl. 287:  1978 

Fl. 288:  1979 

Fl. 289:  1980 

Fl. 290:  1981 

Fl. 291:  1982 

Fl. 292:  1983 

Fl. 293:  1984 

Fl. 294:  1985 

Fl. 295:  1986 

Fl. 296:  1987 

Fl. 297:  1988 

Fl. 298:  1989 

Fl. 299:  Assorted cards 

 

Box 12:  Family Research and Genealogy  

 

Box 13:  Family Research and Genealogy  

 

Box 14:  Family Research and Genealogy  

 

Box 15:  Family Research and Genealogy  

 

Box 16:  Family Research and Genealogy 

 

Box 17:  Family Research and Genealogy 

 

Box 18:  China; Clothing 

 

Box 19:  Personal Items (Shaving kit, toiletry items) 

 

Box 20:  Oversized Photographs and Items 

 

Box 21:  Oversized Newspapers and Items  
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