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CHAPTER I
THE HISTORICAL DEVELOPUENT OF
«IRARD, KANSAS, AND ITS COMMUNITY

Early History

Kansas is rich in historie facts. user traditions may
be traced to the Spanish conquest of the native Indians of
Mexico. In the sixteenth century Coronado came northward
geeking for the mythical kingdom of Quivera, and claimed it
by the right of conquest and discovery as a part of the king-
dom of Spain. France nearly two centuries later sent out
explorers who explored tne Mississippi and Lissouri rivers
and declared at the mouth of each stream that all the land
drained by these rivers and their tributaries belonged to the
Kingdom of France, During the early part of the nineteenth
century American explorers, trappers, and frontiersmen
traversed the land now called K‘ansaa.1

Early explorers called the land "The Great American
Desert." L¥

From time immemorial it had been the home of nomadic

trites and the vast pastures of countless herds of

bufialo; then, the place of sojourn of half-civilized

and half disheartened tribes from east of the ureat

River, retiring or retreating before_ceaseless flow of
the mysterious tide of civilization,.?

li. 7. Andreas, distory of the State of Kansas, (1883),
p. 1119.

Idem.
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The Indian was never permitted to remain unmolested by the
ever-moving pioneer.  The settlers rapidly migrated westward
and settled the western lands. 1he Indian was moved on and
on, each time with the promise of receiving a permanent home,
tut this was not to te had under the polioy of "Manifest
Destiny."

In 1854, £Lansas was made a territory and opened for
settlement. The Indians were removed to other lands. Now
a far more important confliet took place between the pro-
slavery and anti-slavery people, who were struggling for the
mastery and supremancy over the Repubtlie. "In Kansas the war
was regun; and there the first victories, presaging the full

triumph of Literty, were won.“3

The "Neutrel Land" Controversy and its Effect on Girard

No history of cirard and its community would be complete
without a reference to the Cherokee "Neutral Land" Question.
The titterness and the hatred to wnich it gave rise confused
even clear-sighted men who were striving to solfé the question
of the disposi tion of the land held by the United States in
trust for the Cherokee Nation.

Prior to 1827, the land now comprising Cherokee and
Crawford Counties telonged to the Osage Indians. A treaty was

signed in 1827 tetween the United States and the Osage Indians

%A. T. Andreas, op. oit., p. 1119,
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providing that a strip of land fifty miles north and south Ly
twenty-iive miles east and wesat should te left unoccupied by
toth the white and the red man as a neutral region.? Zut with
the rapid expansion of the United States in the first quarter
of the nineteenth century, the government was iorced to cede
the "Neutral Lands"™ to the Cherokee Nation in part payment for
their lands in veorgia which they had teen iforced to vacate.’
ihis transaction took place, Lecember 29, 1835.6

On July 19, 1866, a treaty was consummated tetween the
Cherokee Nation and the United 3States, whereby the Cherokee
Nation ceded the "Neutral Lands" to the United States in trust,’
Ihe land was to be sold in parcels not exceeding one hundred
and sixty acres to the highest bidder with cash in hand.
There was also a proviso that "nothing in the articles shall
prevent the Secretary of Interior from selling the whole of
said lands not occupied by actual settlers at the date of the
ratification of this treaty.®

The "Neutral Lands" were sold on credit to the American

Emigrant Company of Les Moines, Iowa, August 30, 1868, by the

“A. T. Andreas, op. cit., p. 1150.
al dem,
c"I(le'm.

7Deod Record, sook C, p. 5l.

8a, T, Andreas, op. ¢it., p. 1150.
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Secretary of Interior, James darlan. [his sale was declared
null and void by his successor, Secretary U. H. Browning, as
the treaty rights required that the lands te sold for cash.”
de then sold the lands to James F, Joy of Detroit, Lichigan,

10

Uetoter 1, 1870, under terms similar to the first trans-

aotion.11
James F, Joy, after purchasing the "Neutral Lands",
transferred them ty a warranty deed to the Missouri River,
Fort Scott, and wulf Railroad Company, September 8, 1870.1%
A patent was issued to the railroad company by the seneral
Land Office of the United States, November 2, 1870.1%
In the meantime, the people knowing that the United
States had a right to sell the Cherokee Lands under the
treaty rights August 11, 1866, expected that the Lepartment of
Interior would sell the land to bona fide settlers at a
dollar and a quarter per acre, a8 other putlic land had teen
sold. Consequently, many people moved into thel"Neutral

Lands™ and staked out olaims.l4 When the settlers le arned

¥s, J. Crawford, Kansas in the Sixties, p. 308.
104

ee Appendix A for terms of sale.
1lpeed Recora, Look C, pp. 49,50.

12. 8405 .23 80,
137p14., p. 123.
143. Jo Orawford, .QEQ cito, po 3120
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that the government had sold the lands to James . Joy they
protested by sending W. R, Laughlin to Washington. ur,
Laughlin returned to the "Neutral Lands" after several months
at the Capital with a favorablé report, but insisted that if
anything was to be accomplished a great deal of money must
be raised to fight for their rights. Thus, an organization
for that purpose sprang up in each community known as the
Land League, which soon developed into a "semi-secret organ-
1zation."1® ien who did not agree with the organization were
often intimidated to join the League. Those who would not
Join were often peraeouted.l6 The Land League sought to
prove that the sale of the "Neutral Land 8" to Joy was
11legal,’’

Numerous depredationalB were committed by the settlers
against the'railroad and its employees which necessitated the
presence of United States aoldiers.l9

On the twenty-seventh day of day, 1871, the JUnited States

Supreme Court handed down its decision that James F. Joy's

15pittsturg deadlight, (May 19, 1926).
16,
i

» |

irard fress, (January 27, 1870).

"A. T. Andreas, op. oit., pp. 1150, 1151.

1850rt Seott Press, (lay 1, 1869); Girard fress, (January
27, 1875,; A. L. Andreas, op. ¢it., p. 1151,

lgA. I, Andreas, op. cit., p. 1151; Girard rress,
(January 7, 1926).
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title to the "Neutral Lands™ was valid.zo

This final decision of the court made it clear to the
settler what he must do in order to'retain his land. Those
who had not secretly or openly bought their lands quickly
did so, or moved away. Conditions became normal around
sirard wnere most of the agitation and depredatioms took
place. &y February 1ll, 1873, the last soldier was removedzl
from the "Neutral Land." E=nemies tecame friends and
neighbors. PFPeace and prosperity reigned. uirard rtegan to
grow once more and its permanency was assured.

Thus, ended a dark chapter in the history of Girard and
ite neighbtoring communities, It is & miracle that the town
remained alive during this confliet a8 many settlers moved
away. Emigrants also shunned Girard, preferring to settle
elsewhere until the "Neutral Land" controversy was settled.

if a few oitizens had not shown undaunted courage and perser-

verance uirard would have faded away.za

Crawford County's Origin and Early Settlement

fhe origin of Crawford County may te traced to loGee
County which emtraced Cherokee and Crawiard Counties prior to
1860. In that year the name was changed to Cherokee, in honor

of the Cherokee Indians., Cherokee County was divided by the

20013:& d. dazelrigg, distory ol sansas (1895), pp. 170,171.

%ligem.

22 irard Press, (Jamary 27, 1870).
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state legislature, rebruary 13, 1867, into two counties.
Zourbon County received a strip of land six miles wide off
of the northern end. Ihe remaining lend was divided as
follows: OCrawforaZd Oéunty was the name applied to the
northern division which emtraced a tract of land twenty-three
miles north and south and twenty-six miles east and west. It
containa 592 square miles, or acout 378,880 acres of land.34

lhe 1first known settler was John z2athaway in Lincoln
township in 184%. In 1848, John ~emon, & clacksmith, settled
in Osage township. saker township wes first settled in 1851
ty F. i, Smith, "but d4id not ereot a dwelling, being content'

&5 A man by the

to live during his short stay in a tent."
name of Smear built the first log cabin in Zaker township,
1866, The dowards, the sowlers, the aales, and the iathaways
had settled in Lincoln township by 1802, .he first school
was taught here in 1858 in a cabin Iformerly used as a home,
By 1867 a few people lived in Walnut township. Sherman town-
ship was first settled by aarden katthews in 1850. In 1861
Fresident Suohanan sent soldiers into the "Neutral Lanis" to

drive out the settlers by burning their homes and destroying

zsurawiord Gounty was named aiter wovernor Samael J.
Crawiord, who was wovernor ol sansas when the county was
estalbtlished.

Z4independent Mews, (ecembver 20,1900).

a°§.g1010pedia 01 Lansas aistory, I, 471.
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their crops. However, other settlers soon took their places,
In 1861 a man named Zanks settled on Cow Creek in Crawford
township. Several settlements were made in Grant and Washing-

ton townahip.36

County VUrgenizations

J. W, Wallace of Lincoln township, Lafayette sanlove
from Sheridan township, &4arry Schoen from Sherman township
were appointed as special commissioners to organize Crawford
County. F. M, Logan was appointed clerk; tut he was unartle
to serve in this capacity at the time of the meeting which
was held at the home of William Campbell near the site of
Crawfordsville.

The first meeting of the special commissioners was held
darch 16, 1867, After taking an oath of office they organized
the Board of Commissioners; J. W, Wallace was chosen clerk.
The first order oi the Board was "That the County of Craw-
ford bte and is herety laid off into nine representative town-
ahipe."za the second order was the establishment ;f precincts,
the third was dividing the county into three commissioners
districts and the fourth instructed the County Clerk to give

thirty days notice of a special election for county and

%6Kansas History, A @yclopedia of Lansas History, I, 471.

“Tpittsburg Headlight, (May 19, 1926).
284, 7. Andreas, op. oit., p. 1120.
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township officers, and for a permanent location of the

county aeat.ag

Ihe first county election was held on April 15, 18670
The county seat was not selected at this election. Rossville
and Center csontested for the honor of securing the county
seat. Rossville was a small village two miles northeast of
sirard, on what was then known as the Silket farm.31 Center
was located on the northwest quarter section on which a part
of Girard is located. No meetings of the county commissioners
were ever held at either ol these placas.32

On September 2, 1867, Crawfordsville was selected as a
temporary county seat. At an election held early in 1868,
Girard was selected as the county seat. vn May 11, 1868, the
county commissioners ordered the removal of county records
and offices to Girard. D. W, Crouse of Crawfordsville
applied in September, 1868, to the Listriect Court and secured

a writ of mandamus on the County Clerk to compel him to remove

", & Andreas, op. c¢it., pe 1120.

3°Roau1ta of the election were: Commissioners, J. W,
Wallace, Andrew Hussong, and F. M, Mason; Clerk, F. M. Logan;
Sheriff, J. M. Ryan. F. M. Logan failed to qualify, so
Lafayette lManlove was appointed to fill the vacancy.

31The Silket farm is now known as the Woodling farm. It
is one mile north and one mile east of Girard,

52). 1, Andrees, op. cit., p. 1120.
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the county records btack to Crawfordsville., The court based
its decision on the faot that a petition should have teen
sivoilnted iand saslghsl by eualifisdovobery yrtor-toidEe
election. Thus, the Gbunty Clerk was 1orced to return the
records to Crawfordsville.?® On November 7, 1868, the Zoard
of County Commissioners was presented with a petition of 577
names by 4. A. Block calling for a special election, December
15, 1868, for the purpose of locating a permanent county
seat,®% The Board of County Commissioners met on Lecember
19, 1868, as a Board of Canvassers and "after a careful and
accurate canvass of the votes cast Lecembter 15, 1868, it was
found Girard had secured 375 votes; while Crawfordsville
received 312 votes."2® Girard was therefor duly declared the
capital of Crawford County, Lansas.

With the rapid increase of population of rfittsturg,
Lansas, a county seat war was threatened during the late
nineties. <feople of Fittsburg became dissatisfied with the
inconvenience of attending court at Girard and'eﬁ a group of
influential citizens of Pittsburg induced Senator W. H. Ryan
of Girard to secure for them a court of common pleas. 4de

secured the passage of such a till in 1899, subject to the

33 :
A. T, Andreas, op. cit., p. 1120; xKansas Higtory, I,

472,473,

34Reoords of County Clerk (November 7, 1868), Book B, 78,

PPeMit.. . 80,
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referendum vote of the citizens of Crawford County.36

sany people opposed the court on the grounds that it
would be too costly. Girard, of ooﬁrse, was opposed to the
estatlishment of suohla court in fittsturg. They were
favoratble to it if it would sit at Girard, the county seat.
Un the other hand, many favored it believing that the
majority of cases originated in Pittsburg and its adjacent
territory and it would thereby save the county the costs of
mileage fses paid to jurors, since a large percentage of
Jurors were always from that area.37

At this time, Cherokee wanted the County Zigh School that
Crawford County was planning to establish. For & number of
years Girard citizens had had in mind the establishment of a
County d4igh School, tut "many thought that during a rresiden-
tial election year it was not best to submit such a proposi-
tion and were willing to wait.“38 But the action of Cherokee
in seleoting this opportune time made it necessary for wirard
to assert itself. Girard opposed Cherokee bebaﬁse it was

located on the "extreme southern border™ of Crawford County

3§§1ﬁtaburg deadlight , (May 20, 1919).

37ldem.

%Biirara Fress, (April 5, 1900).
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-

This frame courthouse was erected about
1871. It stood on the north side of the
square where the old jail building stands
After the county seat was moved from
Crawfordsville, erection of a brick court-’
house was begun. While it was under con-
struction a wind storm blew it over. The
frame building then was erected and served
uggt(l)l Girard turned over a brick building in
1890.

First Permanent Court House
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while Girard occupied the geographical center of the oounty.39
rittsburg and cirard were suspected of a logrolling
agreement. Jihis was undductedly true for at the general
election, Movember 7, 1899, 3095 votes were cast for and 2940
votes were cast against the estatlishment of a Jourt of Common
Pleas in :ittabur3.4u The general election held on Movember
6, 1900, gave the following vote on the location of the County

High School: OCherokee received 3977 votes to Girard's 1928,%1

County Court aouses
The first court house of Crawford County was located in

42 ,f orawfordsville. A court house was soon

the schoolhouse
erected in Crawfordsville across the road east of the school-

house.*® After the county seat was moved to sirard in 1868,

39A petition praying for the estatlishment and location
of a County aigh School was presented to the County Commission-
ers, May 7, 1890. The County Commissioners on that date made
necessary provisions to submit the estatlishment of a County
digh School at Cherokee to the "qualified electars of said
county at the general election to te held on Iuesday, the
8i xth day of November, A., D., 1900." This procedure will te
found in the Commissioners Hdecords, =2ook J, 101.

“sbstract of Votes cast, Vol. A, 42.

4liv4a., Vol. B, 10.

42Emery schoolhouse located two miles west of uirard on
highway numbter 57 is the same building used by Crawfordsville
for a schoolhouse, church and court house according to W. L.
Eddy of uirard, Decembter 28, 1932,

43ldem.
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@ house that had teen erected by James Hull was used by the
county ofﬁoiala.44 {his tuilding was located on the south
side of the square.gsl .

On fuesday, April 4, 1871, a proposition to vote 15,000
in tonds to te used in the erection oi & court house was
derfeated, 1066 votes rteing cast against the projecet to only
148 votes for the Crond isaue.46

On January <, 1872, the county commissioners instrueted
U, Wilder to draft plans for a tuilding to te used ifor county
ofiices and court room.47 The btuilding &s draited was to e
thirty by seventy-two feet in size. Its foundation was con-
struoted of stone to the first Joist. DBrick was then laid
for the walls, bteing eighteen inches in thickness and two
stories in height. The contract was let to a ur, Shanahan.
de failed to enter into contract and so the bid was let to the
next lowest tidder, lioore and Sinthicum, ior $7052.48 Zefore
the building was completed it was destroyed bty a tornado which

razed the walls to the ground. lhe County Clerkx's Record for

August 20, 1872, gives a petition received from the tondsmen

of lloore and Sinthicum praying that the county commissioners

44K’anaa.a distory, L, 471

ngl;ard Fress, (February 12, 1874).

4écommiaaianer Records, Zook &, 258.

475!&2,. no page given for this.

48 aem.
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would give them "such relief as the nature of the case

demanded."49

A petition signed by 190 qualified voters was presented
to the county commissioners, warch 2, 1874, asking that the
commissioners submit to the voters on April 7, 1874, a
proposition of voting tonds to the amount oi ¢50,000 to te
used in the construction of a court house, county jail, and a
county poor house (poor house to cost ,2000). The voters
overwnelmingly voted the proposition down.éo

The commissioners now decided to tuild a two-story frame
building on the site occupied by the court house building that
had teen destroyed in the summer of 1872, while under construc-
tion.sl A contract was let to W. C, Adamson and J. T. Eell
for ¥2870 on July 24, 1874, and was to bte finished by
Septemter 25, 1874.52

In 1899, Girard tuilt a court house and donated it to the
county. A petition sizned ty fifty qualified voters of iirard

was presented to the city council, sebruary 25, 1889, asking

%Y Interview with J. I, Leonard of sirard, April 2, 1933,
Mr. Leonard said, "I well remember how the tondsmen escaped
payment of the loore and Sinthicum tond. They secured the
election of & kr, Vickers to the state legislature, who
succeeded in securing the passage of a bill to that efiect.”

aOOouggzlclerk'a iecord, rook ¢, 276-282.

51This is the same site now oecupied by the vondor wotor
Company tuilding on the north side of the public square.

52gounty Clerk's Record, Book C, 358.
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that & special election e called to vote on a proposition
of issuing ¥20,000 in btonds to be used in construsting &
City Ha11.,9% fThe election was held karch 19, 1889, ana
resulted in three hundred seven votes being cast in favor
of the project and only iour votes against 11;.54 On July
11, 1889, the county commissioners gave Glrard the right to
tuild their city Hall in the putlic square. - John Viets and
Company was awarded the contract for the City dall and it was
to be completed May 1, 1890.°°

On April 28, i890. the oity council and mayor met and
decided that for the test interest of uirard it would give
the City Hall to the county to te used for a court house.57
It was accepted bty the county commissioners on the following
day.se

The building presented was & handsome trick tuilding,
two stories nigh above a stone rtasement. It was later re-

o9

modeled and made modern at & cost of $2000. ihe building

93Records of City Clerk, zook 4, 97-102.

%41vid., pp. 135,136.

550 ommi ssioners froceedings, Sook F, 223,

%63egords of City Clerk, Zook A, 135,136.

571via., pp. 176-179.

5Bcommiaaioners Proceedings, Book &, 222.

“9Independent News, (Lecember 20, 1900).
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a8 it was originally constructed nad iour fronts, one for
each side of the square., In remode;ing the btuilding the east
and west entrances were closed,

in the spring oif 1919, the atove tuilding was declared
to be in a dangerous condition bty the State isire llarshall.
The County Gommiasioner560 advertised for tids which were to
close at twelve o'clock noon, November 24, 1919. FPlans for
the new court house were made by YToninl and Lramblet, archi-
tects from Oklahoma City. J. J. Rooney was awarded the
tuilding contract by the comnissioners. 1

A magnificent structure was btuilt. It was constructed
of stone on the outside while the inside walls were of martle,
It is three stories high with & sub-tasement. The tuilding's
outside dimensions are: 125 feet and £ inches Ly 97 feet.
Reinforced concrete was used in the construction of the

tuilding .%%

bOCounty Commissioners were: Clarence vover, vhairman;
John Leitzinger, member; Oscar Ward, member.

614t the request of the Crawiord County laxpayers'
Association John Ceitzinger, a memter of the County Commis-
sioners gave the following costs oi the Court House: raid to
Contractors (tuilding and equipment) $401,703.01. raid to
Ponini and Lramtlet, architects (fee for btuilding plans at 5k
of total cost) +20,085.15. Lotal cost ¥421,788.16; the
usirard rress, lecember 15, 1921.

62

sirard Lfress, (November 20, 1919).
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The new court house was dedicated Jure 1,63 1932, by
Judge J. S, West of the Kansas Supreme Court who was a native
of the Cato 00mmunity.64 Following Judge West's address,
liiss Rosa Lee Strong.'the youngest granddaughter of Dr., C. d.
Strong, appeared on the archway over the north entrance which
was occupied ty the speaker and B. S. Gaitskill (Master of
Ceremonies) and christened the tuilding bty breaking a tottle
of milk upon :lt.65 Then the Boy Scouts, who were stationed
on top of the Court House, raised the American Flag over the

66
tuilding while the sudience sang the Star-Spangled ba.nner.D

County Jail

Crawford County d4id not have a county jail prior to 1874.

67
All her prisoners were kept in the rort Scott Jjail. At a

63890 footnote 16, page 30.

04& complete program of "Girard Day" may te found in the
sirard rfress, dated June 1, 1922. ur. J. M. Vineent of
Gimra's Kiwanis Club was responsible for the dedicatory
exercises, uirard Fress, May 11, 1922. '

5%In & letter to Wiss Rosa Lee Strong, C. C, Cory, a
grominent lawyer of Lansas, commended xigs Strong in treaking
& bottle of milk imstead of the traditional beverage--" He
further relates in his letter, "Your County is the only one
in eastern Kansas that never had a legalized saloon."” These

gquotations were taken from the originsl letter written to
Miss Strong of uirard, Kangsas. A copy of this letter may
te found in the uirard Press, June 8, 1922.

66.1rara Press, (June 8, 1922).

67
County Clerk's Record, Book C, 1, passim.
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special session of the County Commissiomers, Oototer 15,
1874, it was decided to btuild a county jail. It was to te
constructed of "two by six joist layed flat-side down one
upon another and each one spiked together ilat down."68
Its dimensions were: fourteen by sixteen feet, It was
located behind the Court House that was built in 1874.69

On May 15, 1885, the citizens of uiraréd voted 271 for,
to 7 against a proposition that sirard tuild & county Jjail.
C. Cadwell was awarded the contract by the city far %4550,
Its dimensions were thirty feet by fi fty-two feet and was two
stories high. The tuilding was to te made of hrioka.?o It
was located on the site occupied bty the two-story court house
on the north side of the square. 1he court house being moved
across the street into the present court house yard where it
remained until a new building was completed in 1890,

In the spring of 1319 the State #ire Marshall condemned

71
the county jail btuilding. rlans for the new jail btuilding

68"hia tuilding was later moved and annexed to & home
located on North Cherokee street where it now serves as a
ki tohen, according to W. K., Potter and ¥. V. Tutbs of sirard.

69County Clerk's Record, Zook C, 394,

7ORecords of City Clerk, (1885), p. 145.

"1 fter the tuilding was torn down, the site was pur-
chased by A. D. Condor, who erected a garage btuilding upon it.
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were prepared by Tonini ané tramblet of Oklshoma City. J. J.
Rooney received the construction contract., The building was
built of reiniorced copcrete. It iavthree stories high with
a sub-tasement.’? The new Jail tuiléing is located one tlock
13

south of the southeast corner oI the public square. Lhe

74
Jail was built at a total cost of 498,937.18. Sheriff Milt

@ould moved into the new jail, Wednesday, January 4, 1922.75

County Farm

The first paupers of Crawford County were taken care of
in private homes. The first county poor house was located in
& uirard tuilding, known a&s the Eishop House., T. B. Stafford
was the first superintendent for a term of five months, com=-
mencing february 1, 1874.76

On April 17, 1873, the Loard of County Commissioners

visited several farms near uirard. They selected the present

725 rara Press, (November 20, 1919).

]

"3the new jJail site was purchased ty the uirard Com-
mercisl Club, it being understood that the proceeds from the
sale of the old Jjail site on the north side of the square
would be turned over to them, uirard Fress, January o, 1922,

74Taken from John Beitzinger's report to the laxpayers'
Association, sirard Fress, December 15, 1921.

75

sirard fress, (January 5, 1922).

"8gounty Clerk's Resord, Zook G, 262, 263,
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farm now known &8s the County farmm. They purchased from
Urten J. Gillette his right and titlg to the land for #300.77
On July 18, 1873, the commissioners ocleared the land of its
indettedness bty paying the Wissouri River, Fort Scott, and
sulf Railroed Company $1852.11.78

A $2000 building program was planned for the County
Farm in 1874, tut was defeated at an election held for the
purpose of wting tonis. '’

On January 16, 1875, a contract was let to J. T. Adams
for $464.50, who built the first btuilding at the County

80 Since that time & modern dormitory, two large two-

Farm.
story btuildings, and several smaller btuildings have been
tuilt at the County Farm. Crawford County has one of the
finest and best equipped farms for paupers in the state. It
is located atout two and a half miles southeast of Girard

on County Highway No. 7.

7700un§1 Clerk's Record, book C, 115.

"81vid., p. 162.
"91vid., pp. 276-282,
80ipid., p. 460.




CHAPTER II
EARLY HISTORY OF GIRARD AND ITS COMMUNITY

Crawfordsville

After the Civil War was over, thousands of people
emigrated to Kansas., Her progress was rapid. Her cities and
towns rapidly incereased in population. lany new ones were
founded.

Among the new towns was Crawfordsville, located in
southeastern Kansas. It lay within that strip of land known
as the "Cherokee Neutral lLands", It was laid out in 1866
on the banks of Lightening Creek, two miles west of Jiirard,
Kamsas, and one-half mile north of the Wission road (same as
Highway No. 57). In 1867, Crawfordsville was made the first

1 tne esrly history of

county seat of Crawford County.
Crawfordsville may be well told in the words of Lr. Eddy:
"Col. Fercy Laniels, a brother-in-law of Ur, Bddy, teing
discharged from the United States army after the Civil VWar
desired to go west for his health."™ He did so, aﬁd after
careful consideration he selected southeast Lansas as the
place to estatlish & home and regain his health. He sent word

tack to dr, Zddy, who was then living at Worcester, lassachu-

setts, to come to Kansas if he had any money. Wr, Eddy said,

linterview with ir, W, L, Bddy of ¢Gimard, iansas, on
December 28, 1832, an account of the early history of Craw-
fordsville was obttained. A more detailed account of Lr,
Eddy's may te found in the FPittsburg Headlight, kay 19, 1926.

24
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"I had saved a thousand dollars so I immediately left for
Kanses."?

In the meantime, Colonel Laniels, W. W, Jones, Lan
Crouse, tought an Indian head-right and formed the Crawfords-
ville Lown Gompany.3

At Kansas City, Missouri, &r, Eddy invested his money in
goods and equipment. GHe then set out by wagon for Crawfords-
ville where he arrived in Octobter of 1867, A log catin
received the supplies with which he and Colonel Laniels opened
a store, There was one other store in Crawfordsville. It was
owned by Pete Smith, who also owned a store at Cato,4 Kanaaa.5

Crawfordsville had a population of about 2060. It
boasted of two stores, a tlacksmith shop, a doetor's office,

& schoolhouse that also served as a court house and church.
“"In all,™ said kr, Eddy, "there were perhaps ifourteen or
fifteen buildings in Crawfordsville."®

lir, Eddy's store stood on the site now occupied by the

farm home of Ernest Van Ness. 1he 0ld town well of Crawfords=

ville is still in use. An old cottonwood tree marks the spot

2interview with dr, W, L, Eddy, (December 28, 1932),
3laem.

QA small town in the northern part of Crawford county.
. L. Bady, op. oit.

Sraen.
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where the first cabin stood in that now extinet city. The
0ld tree is rapidly decaying and its loeation will soon be
tut a memory. The Emery schoolhouse located orne-half mile
south of the former site of Crawfordsville on dighway No. 57
is the same tuilding used by Crawfordsville for its school-
house, court house and church when it was a reality. About
half a mile west and a quarter of a mile north of the old
cottonwood tree which marked the square of Crawfordsville is
& small graveyard containing two graves.7

In 1873 Colonel Janiels sold his interest in the store
to his partner, ir. Eddy, who later sold out to weorge E.
Howard and Mr, Hemmond of toston, kassachusetts. 1lhey ran
the store for atout a year when they moved it to wirard, a

town two miles east and one-half mile south of crawfordsvil;e.8

Crawfordsville was doomed to die after the railrcad
survey had missed it in 1869. The town company had & hard
time to keep the village alive aiter Girard was e?tablisned
on the railroad site in opposition to it. Thus, Crawifords-
ville which had its origin in 1862 was absorbed by <irard and
by 1870 it no longer existed and is to-day only & memory in

the minds of early settlers.’

7Only one headstone remains to-day. It has the following
insoription: ™In memory of our darling freman, son of J. A.
and M, A, @irard. Died Febt, 7, 1880,"

aw. L. 2ddy, op. cit.

‘laem.
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Dr, C. 4. Strong, :ather ol Girard
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Origin of Girard
"On the twenty-eighth day of February, 1868, a deer
sped across the beautiiul prairie on which uirard now

nl0 11 was killed near the southeast corner

stands. lhe deer
of the square by Dr. C, H. Strong, who had left Crawfords-
ville that morning for the expressed purpose of obtaining
supplies to celebrate his tirthday and also to select a new
county seat, It seems that DUr. Strong had applied to the
Crawfordsville Town Company ifor a lot for a drug store and
had teen refused. He named the new town site "Girard"™ after
his home town in i“e_nnsylvania..l2

John Léah, Zeek Bbofiné-and Charles 4. Strong qualified
tefore H, Martin, justice of peace, and gpplied to the

13

Secretary of State ior a charter for wirard City ™ on the

14
twenty-ninth day of March, 1868,

Following this the Girard Town Companyl® was organized

10girard fress, (November 20, 1919).

11:l‘he horns of this deer were given to W. J. Zldridge
of ¢irard bty Vr. Strong prior to his death.

lzaistor and Biographical Hfecord of Crawford County,
Kansas, by dome Authors, p. 4<b.

1371aem.
1

43irare Fress, (January 27, 1870).
15

president; C. H., Strong, secretary; Lr, Couch, Lr, B. ¥,
Hepler, B, J, Zoering, Levi Hatch, John Losh, L. S. kolntosh,
and Col. J. Alexander. A. T. Andreas, op. cit., p. 1120.

Company was composed of the iollowing men: A. Danford,
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June 1.16 1868.17 The town was laid out by the Lfown Yompany
knowing that James F. Joy wes the purchaser of the land.
dowever, "with true courage and high hopes the lown Company
expended money, gave away lots to those who would tuild on
tnen."le

The first tuilding in <irard was a store tuilding, built
bty Colonel J. Alexander.’ Later in the year of 1868, s tlack-
smith shop was btuilt by A. A. £1etcher, and the Iirst hotel
was btuilt about the same time. James Hull erected a btuilding
in lecemter, 1868, whioch was temporarily used by the county
as a court houae.20

The original town of Jirard was surveyed and platted by

D. L. Moeilntosh, County Surveyor of Crawford County. It is

16june 1 was for a numter oi years & day oif festivity {for
the people of uirard and its vicinity. OUn this day the horns
from the deer shot bty Lr. U. d. Strong were placed on exhibi~
tion. Ihe original records of the proceedings of the first
town meeting were read to the pulblic on this oeccasion. Ilhese
records were loaned bty Mr, Eldridge of virard, in whose care
they had teen intrusted ty ¥r., Strong prior to nis death, to
the Pittsturg Sun (before it was purchased by the rittstur
Headliznt) and were never returned; although every eiiar T was
made to secure them. The day of ocelebration gradually lost
its significance and as it was too close to the Fourth of July
it wa? discontinued. (Interview with W, J., Elridge, larch 26,
1933.

17

girard Press, (Novemter 20, 1919).

181pid., (January 27, 1870),

190ther tuildinzs were constructed in the following order:
C. H, Strong, a dwelling house; Chauncey Loyle, a saloon:
lelson Sinnet, a general store.

2OA. I, Andreas, op. ¢it., p. 1120.




a1
"gitueted on the West nalf of the lorth West quarter oi
section twenty-four (24) in lownship Iwenty-nine (29) south
of Range iwenty-tauree (23) Bast in the County oi Crawiord

and State of Kansas- - -."‘31

seograpnical Description

idirard's geographical position is enviatle. It is
located in the center of the 1iith largest county in popula-
tion in the state. KNature nas favored it with & favorable
topography. On the north and east the water flows 0y a
gentle declivity into the north and middle tranches of Cow
Creek. On the west and south, Lightening and lhundertolt
ecreeks receive their waters from a gentle sloping plain.
Thereiore, as uirard is located on Ghe headwaters of these
streams it is high enough to view the greater part of Craw=
ford County. With its 988 feet of elevation, it enjoys the

gentle breezes from the uJulf oi liexico.

Zarly srowth

But notwithstanding nature's bountiXul giits, Zirard
grew slowly in its eerly days. Zmigrants avoided the
"Neutral Lands™ and it is a wonder that it remained alive.

By Ffebruary 3, 1870, the sirard rress states that it "was

fairly started on the road to prosperity.”

21Ori inal rlat of Jirard, recorded and Iiled in Zook A
of Record, p. oll,
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Girard's growth has never tecen of the mushroom type
80 often seen in the great west, tut has teen a slow, steady
growth that insures stability and permanency. Less than two
years after its origin, sirard could boast of "five hotels,
eizht saloons, six grocery stores, five dry-goods stores, two
hardware stores, two furniture stores, one drug store, one
newspaper and job printing oifice, and seventy-two dwelling-
houses, a total oi 140 buildings."a2

In March, 1871, virard tecame a oity of the third 01335.25
By 1880, it had a population of 1500 p60p10.24 In 1883, it

«

20
toasted a population of 2000 inhabitants. It was incor-

porated a second-class city August 30, 1883.26

City Government

L. ¥, Crawford, i, Sinnet, L. W. Burnett, W. E, Blandon,
and James Hull were appointed bty Frobate Judge of Crawford
County to constitute a -oard of [rustees. At the organiza-
tion meeting of the coard, James Hdull was elected permanent

chairman and W. E, Blandon, permenent secretary.

e

223irarda Eress, (February 3, 1870). .

2
3‘- 8. ‘ndreaa| gRo Oit-' Pe 1121,

241 rara Press, (January 8, 1880).

265, T, Andreas, op. ¢it., p. 1127,

26From the Governor's froclamation of a Second-Class
City, recorded in the City Office.

2?Jouj_z;_na.l Zook, Town of sirard, Kansas, (1870-71), p. 3.
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At the first meeting of the City Counecil, April 7,
1871, the Charter® of the lown of Girard was presented and
a;pproved.29

The last meeting of the trustees was held on April 5,
1871, for a law had been passed in uarch of 1871, bty the
Kansas legislature, incorporating sirard as a third-class
city. In April of 1871, the first city of110131330 were
eleoted.31 At the first meeting of the city council, April
7, 1871, A, M, Cook was elected city clerk.52

On February 9, 1910, a petition was filed with the
city elerk asking that a special election bte called for the
purpose of sutmitting to the voters a proposition of the
adoption of the commission iorm of govarnment.53 A special
eleoction held for that purpose, iarch 23, 1911, gave 351

votes for the prbpoaition and 151 votes against it.34 A.

28350 Appendix B.
29

Records of the City Clerk (1871), pp. 2,3:
30bizat_city officials were: George fyan, mayor; A. Je.
Viekers, J. E, Raymond, E. Fanger, 4. P. Grund, and #. B.
Andrus, councilmen.
311. T. Andreas, op. cit., p. 1121.

32pecords of City Clerk, (April 7, 1871), pp. 1,2.

%%Recoras of ¢ity Clerk, Sook C, 318.

%1via,, p. 325.




34

Burns was elected the first mayor35 of g¢irard under this

form of government, April 5, 1910.36

55803 Appendix C for list of sirard mayors since 1871.
363e00rds of City Clerk, Sook C, p. 329.




CHAPTER III
HISTORY OF ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Agrioulture

virard is primarily an agricultural city. l1ts commu-
nity is noted ifor its fertile and produstive soil. Numerous
well-equipped farms are an evidence oi this fact. <+he
prosperity of uirard merchants depends to a large degree upon
the resourceifulness and progressiveness of their rural
neighbors. In many instances, nature's bountiful gift of
excellent farm land has made the Girard merchant & well-to-

do bourgeois.
Milk and Cream Industrg

A condensed milk plant was started in May, 1908. 1t
was located in the old eleetric 1ight tuildingt which had
bteen purchased by the city of virard from A. I. darshall.
Milk routes were established by the Iirm in several rural
communities, - This industry did not prosper and it was soon
diaoontinued.a

Higgie Brothers started a creamery btusiness on their

fa.rm3 near wirard in the summer of 1882, It manufactured

lihe building and land were given by the eity oi uirard
as & subsidy to John 1. Hollinger ifor locating the plant in
sirard. The plant was located one and ome-hali blocks east
of the southeast corner ol the square. XHecord of City
Clerk, Zook ¢, 203,

“he Independent News, (ay 14, 1508).

3Their farm was located one mile north and one mile

east of the city limits, 5
3
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butter and had a capacity of using oream of 400 oowa.4

Ihe uirard Creamery and Cold Storage Company was
organized November 9, 1899. Jihe organization was a stock
company, promoted by Hdenry Holzer and Lr., J. d. Cushen-
terry. The capitol stock was $6000,° The plant tegan
its operation, rebtruary 7, 1900, and was located on east
Forest Avenue, south of the Zurgner, towman, ilatthews
lumber Gompa.ny.6

seorze Loomis opened a creamery business just north
of the county jail Merch 15, 1909.' Its specialities
were butter and ice cream. ulr. Loomis sold his creamery
to a ur, Mason, who operated it until 1918, when he sold it
to d. A, Roselle. On March 21, 1922, the Roselle Creamery
was burned.e Frior to the fire, lir., Roselle had made
extensive improvements in his plant. This had taken most
of his money and he would have been foroed to quit had it
not been for fifty wsirard citizens, who wished to see the

9
creamery rebuilt. They advanced $12,000 to ir, Roselle

4 irara Press, (June 15, 1882).

oIpid., (November 16, 1899).
6;3;5., (February 8, 1900).
"Ibid., (February 18, 1909).
8{315.. (Mareh 23, 1922).
9Ivid., (March 30, 1922).
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in the form of & loan, s0 that & new brick building
equipped with up-to-date machinery could te ctuilt. Ihe
new plant was opened June 22, 1923.10 In 1931, dr. Roselle
80ld his creamery to the sirard Creamery Company. This new
firm is devoted entirely to the Ptutter industry, all of

11
which is sold to markets in Springfield, Wissouri.

girard sreenhouse

M. E, Soudry tegan the erection oi the Girard Green-
house in 1907 bty btuilding six houses containing 12,000
square feet of glass. HLe later made the following addi-
tions: in 1908, 20,000 square feet oi glass; 1310, 45,000
square feet of glass; 1911, 50,000 square feet of glass.
The plant was valued at that time at $75,000. It was the
next to the largest greenhouse in 1911 west of the
ldississippi River., It was btuilt primarily ifor growing
lettuce, This firm at one time shipped daily one ton of
lettuoe.12

After the World War the price of lettuce rapidly

lodirard Fress, (July 2, 1922).

lllnterview with J. H. darlan, manager and secretary
of the uirard Creamery Company, April 15, 1933.

121 nterview with ur. i. E. Soudry, oi uirard, <ansas,
December 31, 1932, ur, Soudry is at present engaged in a
truck garden and floral btusiness in wirard.
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declined, until, it was unprofitatle to operate the plant.
Mr, Soudry sold his interests on November 1, 1931, to
srinkman Srothers of St. Louis, who after making extensive
repairs, began the raising of vegetalles which they trucked
over & large trade area. Also, they have in connection
with their vegetatle tusiness & iloricultural industry with

a retail floral shop in Pittsturg, Kansas. >

Elridge Nursery

In 1884, ¥, J. Elridge moved to uirard and established
a nursery on & farm which is now used for & fair ground. 1In
1899, he moved to his present location one-half tlock west
of the northwest corner of the pubtlic square where he has

14
conducted a nursery tusiness for thirty-four years.

Sanks

Crawford County had no tank tefore 1871. A man by the
name of Richey had equipped & stone tuilding for a tank, tut
on the eve of its opening, he decided against operhting it,
Instead, he asked rfranklin Playter to open & tank. In June,
1871, Mr. Flayter opened the first bank in Uirard and Craw-
ford County in his law oifice. Its name was the crawford

County Savings Zank, but most people called it the "FPlayter's

lsn. E. Soudry, op. cit.
l41nterview witn W. J. Elridge (Mdarch 26, 1933).
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bank.“15 In 1878, ir. rlayter erected a two-story brick

building, the first to be erected in sirard, from the bricks
which were used in the county court house that had bteen
destroyed bty a tornado in the sumuer 01'18?2.16 The btuild-
ing was completed and occupied January 9, 1873, 17 luring
the panic of 1873 every tank in aansas soutn of sansas vity
failed except the rlayter bank of Girard and the Lrake bank
of Fort 3cott. In karch, 1877, the rlayter private bank
became the Crawford County sank with «r, rlayter as presi-
dent. The bank re-organized in August, 1877, and was to be
known as the Merchants and iarmers Zank.'® The sank of
sirard sucoceeded the Merchnants and Earmoré Zank in June,
1879, with ur, rlayter as vice-president. 1e sold his
interests in Lecember, 1879, whiech ended nis banking career
in virard. On MNarch 4, 1882, the uirard -ank failed. Ihis
was brought abtout by the iact that E. R. woffet, its owner,

"had become dissatisfied with the way in which the btank was

18pitteturg Headlight, (May 19, 1926).

16rnterview with J. 1. Leonard, a pioneer btanker of
sirard, April 2, 1933.

17pi¢tsturg deadlight, (May 19, 1926).
18

Mr, Playter was president, J. E. Raymond was secretfary,
and J, £, Leonard was its cashier.
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managed by his trusted cashier."1?
After operating under several heads, Ur. 4. W, dalde-
man tought the sirard Sank. Ge Operéted it as a private
institution until 1905 when it was incorporated. After nis

20

death it was operated by Uscar V. donaefier‘ until it was

80ld in vetoter, 1920, to the Crawiord County Bank.21

In May, 1878, J. 4, Booth started a private banking
institution which was succeeded by the Citizen's Eank which
was also a private bank.22

The Citizen's Bank was succeeded bty the first Natioml
Bank of Girard, July 9, 1884, with a paid-up capitel of
$50,000.23 This bank has the distinction of having been
managed by J. T. Leonard for forty-nine years (1884-1933) .
He is by far the oldest banker in Crawford County, having

begun his career as a cashier in the llerchants &and Farmers

19Girara Press, (derch 9, 1882)., The Girard Eress,
larch 2%, 1882, states that ur, Moffet hed paid a, fility per
cent dividend amounting to ¥43,000 to his depositors on
Saturday, March 18, 1882.

20 irerd Press, (November 20, 1919).

2l1via,, (Ooctoter 3, 1929).

2 y

The company was originally composed of: J. &, Barker,
president; 5. P. Grund, vice-president; J. T. Leonard,
OQShim'; 601. E. No Brown. A% Andreaa' 9-20 01t-, Pe 1121-

231ts first officers were: J. D. Barker, president;
B. P. Grund, vice-president; and J. T. Leonard, cashier.
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24

Bank in 1877, The btank tuilt its present building of two

stories in 1898 at & cost of 310,000.25 The bank has enjoyed
the confidence of its depositors sinee its origin and is
considered an unusually strong tanking institution.

Crawford County Bank was opened, OUstoter 1, 1907, under

%6 was W. H, Ryan, who

a state charter. Its first president
was succeeded in January, 1910, by L. H. Lashley. This
institution was thereafter commonly referred to as the
"Lashley fank.™ With the death of uir, Lashley in Novemter,
1924, Clay H. Burnett was elected its president, whieh office
he held at the time of its failure in 1323. In Ootober,
1925, it tought the assets of the bank of Girard. The Craw-
ford County Bank btuilding, located on the northeast side of
the square, was remodeled in 1926 at & cost of $20,000,
making it one of the finest btank tuildings in dirard.27
fhis institution was one of sirard's most popular btanks

for many years, tut when false and erroneous reports were

“41nterview with J. T. Leonard, (April 2, 1933).

%51 rard fress, (December 22, 1898).

%Other officers were: L. d. Lashley, vice-presi ent;
John E, Wagner, cashier; and 4. H. Radley, assistent cashier.

%7:1rara Press, (July 8, 1926).
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The @irard Airship
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ciroulated as to its financial standing, depositors witndrew
large sums of money so0 that the bank was forced to close its
doors Septembker 26, 1929.28 |

The Girard National Zank was opened for tusiness in
July, 1918, under the name of the rarmers and Miners State
Bank.ag In 1923 the bank purchased its location from the
Waylands, It is a two-story btuilding iocatad on the north-
west corner of the square. On July 1, 1929, at the request
of the stockholders and directors of the tank, the National
Banking Vepartment issued a charter permitting the bank to
convert framn a State bank into & Natiorel Bank. The name of
the tank was then changed to the Jirard National Bank. The
present éapital is +30,000, surplus $20,000 with total

deposits of $205,000, 20

The Aerial Navigation Company of Americe

Ur., Henry lLaurens call, an idealist with mechaniecal

ideas, arrived in Girard in rsebruary, 1908. 4de spught an

%8 irard Press, (Octoter 3, 1929).

29Some of the men who were instrumental in organizing
the bank are: H. H. Janssen, 2d4. C. Strickler, J. N,
Thomson, 4, ¥, Leonard, Albert Clausen, S. J. Beardsley, and
many others. H. H. Janssen has teen its president since it
opened in 1918. It has had the following ocashiers: Albtert
Smith, De H, HOlt, end Ed. C. Striekler.

suInterview with W. B. Schifferdecker, Assistant
Cashier, April 16, 1933.
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interview with J. 4. Wayland,31 owner of the_Appeal to
Reason, tut finding that «r. Wayland was not in town he
presented himself to the editor of the Appeal, Mr, rred D. “
Warren. He proposed to btuild an airplane large enough to
carry & delegation from the Appeal to Reason to the Socialist
Convention that was to bte nheld during the month of May in
Chicago. For $2500 such & machine could bte tuilt., ur,
Warren stated that although skeptical of the project he felt

interested enough to raise $2600. This he did by allocating
the sum to various officials on the Appeal's staff. Since
such & project was so new and uncertain, it was thouzht test
by kr, Warren that the Appeal's name should not be connected
with it until its success was a oertainty.sa

dr. Call again visited csirard during the following month
and informed several people that he intended to move to Girard

and tuild an eirship.>> In April, 1908, he and his wife

31Gall was undoubtedly drawn to uirard as many others

were in hope oi teing financed by Wayland, who was reputed to
ke wealthy.

321ntarview with fred. D. Warren, (January 21, 1533).

33,irard rress, (March 10, 1908). The Press also states
that 4r, Call was & member of the American Academy for the
Advancement of Science of New York. 1he peper was unfriendly
toward Mr. Call's project which they correctly suspected was
teing promoted bty the Appeal to Reason. It states that the
Appeal is creating an aer navy to te used in capturing the
Czar of Russia and bring him to Jirard and where he would be
sentenced to four years of hard work feecing wire in a
clothes pin machine, which was being operated by the wirard
Manufaocturing Company. The following issue claims that they
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moved to sirard. de started at once to comstruct & huge ship
in an 0ld lumbter yard located where the county jail now stands,
It was fifty feet long, thirty-seven feet wide, and thirty
feet high. Seamless steel tuting was used for the framework,
It had two thousand feet of canvas lfor a sustaining surface.
It was equipped so that it might travel on land and water,
a8 well as in the air. Its propellers were at iirst construct-
ed of canvas vanes, but were soon discarded in favor of our
modern pr0pellera.:M ‘his huge tird, as it was oiten called,
was to be propelled bty two twenty-horse power enginoe.35

Call's "Great Dream" was to make its initial flight,
July 4, 1908. uirard sponsored & big oélohration in honor
of the occasion. Thousands of visitors came to uirard, only

to te disappointed as the ship was unfi nished,”®

had secretly learned that the plane was also to be used in
distribtuting the Appeal to Reason in order to avoid so much
trouble with the Ung%ea States rost Uffice Authorities,
girard fress, March 20, 1908.

%41t was equipped with all necessary parts of an auto-
motile. Its cabin was & boat and was equipped with & rudder.
It was later equipped with two forty-horse power motors which
were installed by a factory representative, A. V. Cook of
Hemmond sport, N. Y., Girard fress, Oototer 1, 1908.

35

sirard FPress, (July 9, 1308).

561 dem.
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After consideratle trouble®’ in moving the btig ship
from its hangar to & flying field, located one-hali mile east
of sirard, it was unable to leave thé ground in its trial
flight;.'58 A board walk, or runway, was ctuilt to enable the
ship to take off more easily. After several unsuccessful
attempts to fly the big ship, it was hauled tack to sirard
to a building39 which had teen partly constructed from the
meterial used in the btoard wnlk.%o

Mr. Call now set about to invent anotner type of plane
which resembled our modern ones, 4He succeeded in flying one
of his new type for a distance of several feet beifore it
fell to the ground and was wreoked.4l

Mr, Call not only manufectured airplanes, but also
engines of two and four oylinder type. Ihe engines were made

from aluminium and were so suoccessiul that several were sold

Trne ship's weight of 3000 pounds was too mush for its
smell wheels and axles, which collapsed. .

3alnterview with Max Strubtle, (January 28, 1933). ur.
Struttle's father, L. W, Strubtle, was killed Novemker 2,
1908, bty teing sucked into & revolving propeller while the
engines were being tuned-up., Girard Press, November o, 1508,

aanilding was located two btlooks east of the northeast
side of the square.

“OInterview with Zack McKkee, & uirard contractor, who
constructed the building, January 29, 1333.

“linterview with lax Strubble, (Januery 28, 1933).
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in eastern United States to tuilders ol planes.42 sradual-
ly, dr. Call gave up his airplane manufacturing and devoted
his twenty million dollar oorporatioﬁ43 to & general repair
ahOp.“4

I'nis industry raised and spent a vast sum of money
during its short life. rtew citizens sufiered any consider-
atle loss as most investors were well aware from the begin-
ning that the whole project was an experiment which would
likely end in & failure. Miany uirard people have expressed
their belief, that, i1f Call had secured experienced flyers
his later ships would have flown with slight changes.
@irard citizens were early educated ty kr, Call in the
possitilities of future advancement of aerial navigation.
Un August 18, 1927, Colonel Charles A. Lindtergh honored
&irard4b by flying over it in his famous "Spirit of 3St.

Louis." This event recalled the days of 1,08 when Jcirard

4alntarview with C. A. Hdewitt, a uirard carpenter, who
was employed to make wooden Iorms to te used in casting the
motors, January 29, 1933.

4313rial Kavigation Company of America was incorporated
under the laws of Arizona in 1908 for $20,000,000. This
fact was ascertained from a stock certiiicate which was given
to the writer,

% iirara Fress, (uarch 4, 1909).

4036 Appendix D for message dropped by Col. Lindbergh
in the court house yard. This message was later iframed and
placed in the Chamber of Commerce rooms.
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could boast oi having an airplane factory.45

zrick and Iile rlants

dr. C. Cadwell started a brick plant south of the new
cemetery. After his death it was operated bty his son, seorge
Cadwell. 4de sold the plant to a firm by the name of rarker
and Andrew, who actendoned it shortly aiterwards. It seems
that the top layer of clay made excellent brick while the

underneath layers of clay made iniferior briok.47

48 was organizéd and

The Girard Srick and iile ractory
chartered under the laws oi Lansas in 1508. Ihe plant was
located one mile north of uirard on a five-acre tract of
land purchased from ¥, M. lay. H. C. Hdermann of leepwater,
Missouri, a man of twenty years experience in turning clay,
was employed as superintendent. Ihe plant had a capacity
of twelve to twenty thousand bricks per day.49 It never

made any bricks according to R. T. Grantbo tut coniined its

output to manufacturing tile. Excellent tile wes made and

46 irard Press, (August 18, 1927).
47

Interview with J. 1. Leonard, (April 2, 1933).

4acompany had the following o fficers: J. K. Carpenter,
president; W. J. Vane, seoretary; H. d. Radley, treasurer.

49 3
sirard fress, (Octoter 1, 1908).

50Mr. erant was & heavy investor in the company and later
tecame its treasurer.
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large quantities were sold to local farmers tut as the
company lacked capital to market their products it was

forced to quit when the local market had teen aupplied."’1

Lroom ractory

In the east addition of what was once the old &air-
plane btuilding, located on east sorest Avenue, is an in-
dustry that may be traced back to the Iourtn generation of
the llagie family. The Magies were Chiecago broom makers, who
came to Kansas after they were burned out bty the Chicago
fire. They settled on & farm north of fittsturg, samsas,
where each generation in its turn occupied themselves by
making btrooms during the winter months. In Novemter, 1889,
John W, llagie wes elected to the office of Register oi
Deeds. 4de moved to uirard that fall and estatlished a troom
factory in a tarn located at the rear of his home on north
Summit Avenue.oa Shortly after the Aerisl Navigation Com-
pany of America ceased its operation, ur., iagie bought the
present location. It is now operated bty his son, darry
uagie., uir, dagie supplies brooms to & large trade area;

23
making regular deliveries bty truck to all towns within it.

51
““Interview with R. . urant, (April 15, 1933).

o2 :
Interview with «4rs. Charles Roderick, a sister of
John W, Wdagie, who lives on 612 North Catalpa Street, Pitts-
burg, Lansas, february 11, 1933.

3
““Interview with Harry Magie, (Fetruary 4, 1933).
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Decker's Sottling Works

A soda water factory, owned and operated by Ernest
Lecxer, is located one-hall tlock eaét oif the square. Ihis
factory tegan its operation in 1916 and bottles sixteen
different flavors of Lecker's "Big zZen." A trade territory
including twelve towns furnishes a ready market for the
soft drinx.b4

foundries

seorge Endicott started a foundry in sirard in 1878.°°
iis foundry was located in & frame tuilding that was
attached to the rear oif the Ross Llacksmith Shop on south
Ozark Street. Iir. Hoss stated that the btuilding used for
a foundry was bturned down about 1888 and was never re-built.ba

An industry®’ that was of much tenefit to uirard was
started in 1884 by William collins.58 In Kovemkter, 1885,
John Tontz bought an interest in the foundry. ihe business

was then operated under the name oi vollins and rontz.

94l nterview with Lrnest Lecker, (April 15, 1933).
504, T, Andreas, op. cit., p. 1123. .
5°Lnterview with Mr, E. G, Ross, (April 16, 1933).

07‘l‘ho ioundry btuilding is located just east ol the
Santa e Lepot.

58:1:&:& fress, (November 21, 1890).

9 via., (Novemter 19, 1885).
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Lwo years later it was incorporated as a stock cOmpany.do

farly in 1889, an addition (thirty-two by sixty feet) was
built meking itv one of the largest ibnndriea in danaas.dl

In 1890, C, u4itz cecame an owner under the firm of lontz
Brothers and nits.aa dr, C, uaitsz becape the sole proprietor
in Septemtber, 1899.63

ihe sirard soundry anéd Stove Company, as it was called
in 1899, occupied & large ctuilding, the liront part ol which,
two stories in heignht, was oescupied by the iinishing, storage,
and packing rooms, the shipping department, and main ollice,
the rear part contained an engine and Ctoiler room and lhe
ioundry.°*

'his company manuiactured the tnree classes ol sltoves:
cook stove, Gook heater, and heater. Lhe "Pullman", "Won-
der", "Kanawka", "Quick Step”, and "No. 20 ulobe"™ were the
dififerent types ol cook stoves manuiaciured. Lhe "Pride"
and "Jo Dandy", both two-hole stoves; and the "Climax", a

iour-hole stove, were the types oi cook heaters made. Lhey

made only one type of heater, "114 Red Oak." The company

60,1 rara Press, (November 21, 1895).

6lrvida,, (February 7, 1889).

621v4a., (November 21, 1895).

53Indqggndent News, (December 20, 1900).

64Ldem.
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also made repairs for other makes of stoves as well as for
their own brands,®®
In 1926, the ¢, ditz and Son Foundry (as it was then
known) was 80ld to iive men from Illinois. In additim to
manufacturing stoves and stove repairs, they intended to
manufacture a solid metal casket constructed of tronze and
aluminium., ZYhey operated under the firm name, the sirard
Foundry and Metal Casket Company. <This company for some un-
known reason failed to operate aiter making some extensive

repairs in the p].am;.e'6

Kational Engineering Company

In the fall of 1930, the Natiomal Engineering Company
tegan the manufacture of steel culverts in the old foundry
tuilding under the menagement of H. D. Cole, 35teel culverts
are constructed from 0ld Coilers and reiinery tanks and are
80ld to county &nd state highway departments. 1The company

employs two full-time salesmen to sell their culverts.®’

sirard Mamufacturing Company

This company was another project, promoted by the

6"J'.ndtaenﬂent hews, (Decembter 20, 1300).

66Girard Fress, (July 15, 1926).

t"’Interv:l_ew with H. D, Cole, (February 4, 1933).
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Appeal to Reason of Girard.%® ur, Wallace, a Cansdian,

induced officials of the Appeal to equip & factory for
manufacturing a cereal coifee called "Nutre-To." The
faotory also manufactured "Nutal," a cooking oil made from
sotton seed, and a wire clothes pin. The factory was first
located in a building at the rear of the Appeal. The
building was later moved to the west side where it burned

and was never re-built.09

lce Industry

Today, in the northwestern part of sirard, a large pond
and ice house remain as a memento of & once flourishing
business.

In 1880, James MoFarland btuilt an ice pond which was
located abtout one mile south of the southeast corner of the
eity limits of uirard. He next rented the Hdiggie pond (now
called Burnett's Lake). In 1895 he constructed a large ice

pond70 across the road south of the Higgie pond. .LHe also

68
Interview with Wr, Ben Warren of uirard. He stated
that five men gave 3200 each for the establishment of the
Girard Manufascturing Company. (April 16, 1933).

%¥Interview with Lax Strubble, a former employee,
January 28, 1933.

T0rhis pond is about one btloek long by one-half of a
block wide and has & depth ranging from three to seven feet,
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erected in the same year an ice house in whieh 3500 tons of
ice could bte stored.71

No doubt, the reader is well aware of the fact that this
me thod of producing ioé is obsolete. 1Ihe MeFarland Ice
Company ifor several years nas supplied their customers with
ice manufactured bty the rittsturg, Kansas, Independent Ice
Company which supplies ice to nearly every town within a

radius of twenty miles.

ills Chemical Company

"Cranolene" was discovered by w. A, Mills., wr, Mills,
who for twenty years had sufiered from fLozema, was attacked
with Erysipelas. After trying numerous cures, he recalled
that his grandmother had oiten said that cranberry poultice
was good Ifor curing Erysipelas. The results were not satis-
factory at first, but he discovered that by adding the juice
and pulp of cranberries to & certain healing oil he was
almost immediately cured and that his Eczema was also heal-
ing where the preparation had teen applied to areas aifected
by Erysipelas.

Mr. Mills for a numter oi years manufactured and sold

his discovery which he called "Cranolene." Later the

"linterview with krs. Atha MoFarland of virard, Kansas,
(darech 26, 1933).
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formula was purchased ty Den Warren of cirard, who is its
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present owner, Mur, Warren has his formula prepared in the

laboratories of rarke-Davis of Letroit, Wiochigan. "Cran-
olene™ 18 sold througn jobting houses to retailers of drugs.
Jeveral advertisements are carried in magazines and news-
papers so that a large volume of his rtusiness is sold directly

to the uaer.72

ithe Milling Industry

Throughout the early issues of the uirard fress, re-

peated calls are found requesting that somebody erect a

flouring mill in virard. In the uirard <ress, Ucstober 13,

1870, a news item states that, John Iontz and Chrigtian ditz
of lontzville in mi,hi County, Aansas, had met with a group
0of sirard tusiness men and had promised to move their mill to
sirard, provided that 500 would te paid to them, one-half to
be paid upon completion of the mill tuilding and the other
half when the mill was in operation. T[he mill was completed
in the spring of 1871. A two and & hali story irame tuild~-

ing’® was erected two blocks north'* of the present site of

"% nterview with ben Warren, (April 16, 1933).
73Tha 8ize o1 the tuilding was twenty-six by forty feet.

74Tho 0ld mill pond still exists just north of the
interseotion of the Frisco and Santa Fe railroads.
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the mill now owned by the soyd-fate urain and Lilling Com-
pany. LThe mill was erected and equipped at a cost of
$10,000 and was the first btusiness in.&irard of any great im-
portance. In 1879, John Tontz retired irom active partner-
ship and in June, 1882, he sold his interests to ir. Hditz
for $3,800,'°

In the same year, Wr, Hitz erected a new trick mill two
tlocks south of their first mill where it still stands to-day
at the intersection of the 5t. Johns street and the :risco
railroad.76 The o0ld mill puilding was converted into an
elevator at the new site.’’ (1his mill had & flour capacity
of 125 btarrels and & meal capacity of 50 barrels per day.
They made the followi brands oi hard wheat flour: "The Big
H", "Banner ratent", and "High Comfort". Their soft wheat
trands of flour were: "City Belle", "Straight Patent", and

"Snow Flake."

"5Girard tress, (June 22, 1882).

76The new building was erected three and a half stories
high atove a stone tasement and roo.ed with tin. It was thir-
ty-six by forty feet in size. A two=-story btrick engine house
(twelve by thirty-six feet) was attacned to the main building
and on its south there was a toiler room (twelve by thirty-
8ix feet) constructed of btrick which was one story high. A
furnace draught was ottained ty a bricx chimney, ten ieet in
8ige at the tase and sixty-iive feet high. Ilhe engine room
contained a sixty-five horse power engine, Independent Lews,
Degemter 20, 1900.

77Bhie elevator had a storage capasity of 25,000 tushels
and a daily handling capscity of 5,000 tusuels. Jlindependent
News, Decembsr 20, 1900,
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During the World /ar period the storage capacity of
flour and meal was enlarged ty a two-story triek addition
on the Borth 8idé of the mein mill building.

In 1923 this milling company78 was inoorporated’r9
under the State Laws of Kansas with a capital stock of
$260,000., JLuring August oi 1923, a contract was let to the
Southwestern sngineering Company of Springfield, Missouri,
for $32,35080 to erect a new 75,000 Cushel elevator.81

In July, 1926, the C. ditz and Son Milling Company was
leased to the Kansas rlour iills Corporation.82 In April,
1928, the Soyd-rate urain and Willing Company tought the
mills. 1They are the present owners and they manufacture

the following trands of mixed feed: "Reindeer", "Jerse}",

and "0, K." They also make a corn meal, "Reindeer.”

7ecompany was owned bty urs. C. aitz and children. It
was managed by C. W, 2itz, a son.

"90fficers were: G. W. njitz, president; J. i. Vincent,
secretary, amd J. T. Leonard, treasurer. :

8UGirard rress, (August 30, 1923).

8lrt was to be 120 feet high and with 15 tins with a
comrcined capacity of 75,000 tushels. It has two elevators
with a capacity of 2000 tushels per hour. A 200 h. p.
motor was installed.

2
. sirard tfress, (July 15, 1926).
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They ship the greater part of their products into the cotton
states. lhe plant has a daily (twenty-iour hours) cepacity
of 350 barrels.>® |

lhe Crawiord County kills were started in 1870 Lty a
stock company, aiter the uirard Wills were started. lhese
mills were two and & half stories high and were propelled
by & twenty-iive horse power engine. In 1875 they were sold
to franklin t’lay'ter.e4 After passing througn several hands
it fipally burned down. JLhe mills were located south oi the
C. ditz and Son Foundry buﬁiding. The present site is
occupied by the storage tanks of the Wrignt Oil Oompa.ny.85

James Srown and vompany. erected an elevator at the
present site®% of the rarmers Co-operative Llevatar. It was
propelled by an eighteen horse power engine.87 After
passing tahrough several hands it was bought Irom woore and

iaft in 1911 bty William Reckeway. e sold it to the rarmers

Co-operative Zlevator Company in 1917,98

83interview with V. C. Boya, (April 16, 1933).

84&. I, Andreas, op. ¢it., p. 1ll2z.

85I nterview with J. 1. Leonard, (April 2, 1933).

85I¢ 1s located two tlocks south of the rrisco depo t.
87Girard Press, (Febtruary 1, 1872).

88Interview with Wm. Reckeway, (January 28, 1%3).
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Ihe Farmers Co-Operative Association was organized
January 8, 1917. it was incorporated for 150,000 under
the laws o1 sansas. Its'oapital 8tock today is 83,320,
lhe Association owns ahﬁ operates six branch elevators in
Crawford County.%”? The business is managed by a general
manager, C. A, Clark, who is eelscted ty & board oi nine
directors who &re chosen by the stockhnolders ior & period
of three years.

No record has been leit wuen the Custom Lills were
established. lhey were, however, operating as early as

1883.°Y 1They were located west of the sirst National sank

tuilding. After passing through several hands, they were

898)1evators are located at Zeulah, konmouth, ieCune,
Lrazilton, Walnut, and rarlington, Kansas. Ihe main office
is located at sirard. All tuying or selling in quantity
lots is handled through the main oifiece., The Association
is composed of over 500 stockholders. Zach share al stoek
costs ¥2b. No person can own over 2000 worth of stock.
Vut oi the annual earnings of the company, 3 to O per cent
is set aside as a sinking fund for bad investments and
losses. IThen 8 per cent is paid on the capitel stock, if
the profits have been enough. Any remaining proiits are
then distrituted to each stocknolder in proportion to the
amount of purchases made by nim during the current yesar.
+his Association sells grain, flour, reed, coal, Inter-
national and Massey darris rarm Implements, &nd Union
Certifiied gasoline, kerosene, &nd motor oils. Interview
with Emmett Cosie (bookkeeper), January 28, 1933,

901. I. andreas, op. e¢it., p. 1122,
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taken over in 1900 by Leigh and verken from Lr, 2itz and

92
Y1 lhe new firm attempted to tuy the mills ~ tut

Lr, cusn.
were unacle to do so. They then btougut their present
location?? in the same yecar. In sebruary, 1908, Leigh and
serken installed electric power94 and thereaiter was
called the Zleotric iills. Ilhe mills are now operated by
serken and Messenger. lheir tusiness is prineipally con-
Iined to producing and selling mixed feeds, ?°

Reckeway lills were tuilt in 1918 ané were located
one-nali block east of the southeast corner of the square.
The tiggest volume oi tusiness ol this enterprise is ex-
changing flour ilor whneat with iarmers.?® e makes both
hard and soit wheat Ilours. :His soit wheat trand is known

as the "Primrose"™ while the nard wheat trand is called

"Flavo". &He also produsces: corn meal, whole wheat ilour,

9linterview with Fred A. @erken, (January 7, 1933).

920he mill btuilding was ordered by the City Counocil,
August 5, 1207, to be town down as it was a fire hazard.
Records of City Clerk, (August 5, 1907).

93Looated one~half block north of the northeast corner
of the public square,

94&1rard rress, (February 6, 1908).

OInterview with Fred Gerken, (January 7, 1933).

96&:. Reckeway charges one cent per pound for his flour
in making an exchange for any given number of pounds of
wheat,
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graham flour, pancaxe flour. The capacity of this mill is

twenty-five barrels per day.

Smelters

The nearness of cirard to the coal fields and the large
zinc ore mines created a movement, that tegan as early as
Febtruary 12, 1880,'#8 to secure smelters for uirard,

A. 5. Johnson of uirard in April, 1888, mede &n un-
successful attempt to locate smelters in virard. It seems
that certain pafties secured an injunction "to have the
smelters company enjoined from building, locating, and
operating a smelter upon the ground donated to the company."
Thus, Mr, Johnson's efforts were fruitless.”

T'he c¢itizens of sirard were now determined more than

ever to have a smelter plant.loo Sy September, 1888, a

97Interview with William Reckewey, (January 28,
1933.)

98;irara Press, (February 12, 1880).

991via., (November 21, 1895).

0OThe ¢ity council of sirard voted $600 for the
erection of the Girard Zine Company, payatbtle June 1,
1889, Records of City Clerk, Book A, 88.
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plant was under conat;mcn;ion.1”"1 It was located atout three
miles southeast of Jirard on the west side oi Cow Creek near
the trecks of the krisco and Santa ¥e railroads. Ihe fur-
naces were tuilt near the bank of the stream as it afiorded
& good place for the reiuse ashes and residuum,

The tuilders oi the sirard Zine Company were never
etle to operate their smelters. ILhe fires were never
lignted, as the contract with the siansas and lexas Coal
Company for supplying slack coal was ilound deifective. i

In 1890 the plant was sold to & group of 3t. Louis
vusiress men,19% who oapitalized the sirard Zine Company

for $50,000.7%%

10lyhe following buildings were erected: blacksmith
shop, ten by twelve feet; pottery room, twenty by twenty-
four ieet; dry room for retorts, with furnace telow, twenty
by twenty-iour feet; brick retort kiln, used to make clay,
nine by eighteen ieet; flat roast xiln, two=-stories high,
twenty by thirty ieet; furnace btuilding, Iorty-eight by
fiity feet; orusher and mining room, twenty bty thirty feet; -
and to the north oi the plant & large rtoarding house was
erected by the company. Taken from Girard Press, (January
%4, 1889).

102

Ggirard fress, (November 21, 18Y5).

lOso:rﬁcera of this company were: Henry Hess, rresi-

dent; &, W, Steuck, Secretary and Ireasurer; and Herman
Keemmerling, Superintendent of Jorks.

1045irara Press, (November 21, 1895).
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In 1891 the plent was doubled in capacity bty the
addition of another block ol :t‘urnaoes.l05

In 1892 & second plant was builtiby the owners oi the
sirerd 4Zinc Compeny, ctut was znown as the "Kansas Zine

107
n106 at & cast of 75,000,

Wining and Smelting Company
The plant''® was completed, Januery 15, 1894.

Lthe cost of ifuel soon caused the o0ld smelters to close
down with a gradual reduction in the price received ior the
smelted ores. On December 6, 1902, the city counecil of
vhanute, iansas,lo9 & town where natural gas was lound,
entered into a contract with Henry Hess to move the sirard
Zine Works to that oity.llo

In 1903 the "new works™ were also moved to the Chanute
gas fields where tney mignt have an atundance of cheap

fuel.111

108;irard iress, (November 21, 1845).

106p1g plant was commonly called the "new works" while
the wirard Zine plant was known as the "old works".

107G1rara spent atout {10,000 in securing the location
of these two plants, according to the sirard rfress, December
11, 1902,

108pn1g plant was what is known as & lour-tlock smelter,
With a capacity of four car loads of slack and over one-halfl
car load oi zinc ore every twenty-four hours.

logchanute was to furnish gas at actual cost of
Produc tion.

J“"L";;riraatrd fress, (December 11, 1502).

! Lllinterview with lirs., Hermen Kaemmerling of Chanute,
Kansas, (December 31, 1932.).
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Strutble :sactary

d. W, Strubble began the msnuiesture oi cider and
vinegar in 1850. In addition, he operated a fence isactory.
Vak woven picket and wire iences were made in hei:hts,
ranging Ifrom two to Iive ifeet. Llhe plant was located tnree
and & hali blocxs west of the nortnwest corner o1 the

ME .34

square. was discontinued years &ago.

S-W Supply Company

“de @, Slawson tegan in rebruary, 1l.23, to manufacture
& grave mar<er of his own invention. 4de ltegan his opera-
tionse in & barn located st the rear of his nome which is
one-half block east ol the southeast corner of the square.

dig business ned increased so rapidly bty 1926, that
he was employing nine men &s&nd two oifice giris. 4in the same
year he erected a two-story brick 1actory building. iis
sales have steadily increased, until, they annually amount
to $35,000. " il

de has added several other products to the "Perfection”
line, They are: ohick feeders, hand feeders, golf distance
maer<ers, asnd nursery markers.

"The sun never sets on our Sunflower products,” said
4r, Slawson in an interview. "Perfection™ products are

Shipped into every state in the union, seven provinces in

11284 rara fress, (November 21, 1695).
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Canada, two states in lexico, Alasia, and the zawaiian
Islanis. &He has filled orders ior nurserymen in iransvall,
South Africa; uadrid, $pain; and the‘Juam Islands. ae
advertises his products in Undertakers Journals, putlisned
in New York ¢ity, San francisco, and Atlanta, Jeorgia. ie

also carries advertisements in the American Nurseryman of

Rochester, Lew Yorx.
The S-Wlls Supply Company has its own Jjobt press in
order to &ssure prompt delivery of all rush orders from
und ertasers who desire their names to be printed on the small

card that is inserted into the metal mar:cer.l14

Valbterts and [limberlake

dardware and furniture Company

this company was incorporated June 10, 1522, with a

capital stock of $200,000. It operated stores in -irard,

115

Arma, West Winerel, and Columbus, Lansas. for a short

time it operated &s & mail order house.*lﬁ In karch, 1928,

113 ne s-w Supply vompany obtained its name by taking
the first letter of Slawson and the ifirst letter of urs.
Slawson's maiden name, Wilson.

114 i nterview with 4. G. Slewson, (January 28, 1933).
115::rara Press, (July 20, 1922).

1163. Haldeman-Julius was a membter of the mail order

firm,
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the sirard store was discontinued, its stock being moved

to Golumbus.ll7

Wagon Factories

#agon factories were operated by L. 5. Lehr and E. C.
Lynch. Lhey manufactured wagons that would "wear longer
than the cheap vehicles" imported from other atates.ll8
fhis industry was atendoned years ago.

lany industries that have been discussed have long
since died out; others nave died more recently, tut they
have &all had & more or less important Tearing upon the
development of uirard. Its present industries are not

numerous, but they are well estatlished and will undoubttedly

exist for many years.

coal

Coal was discovered near uirard in the early days.
As early as lMarch 23, 1871, the sirard Coal and iining Com-
pany had sunk & shaft a few rods east of the pfeéent St.
Louis and San Francisoco depot.l19 Un that date they
reported a two-foot vein of superior coal at a depth of

thirty feet "with much loose earth beneath . "+20

1i71nterview with Mr. Roltert quarton of Scammon, sanses,
én employee in the firm, (April 21, 1933).

118 irara rress, (January 20, 1879).

119300 footnote 2, Chapter IV.
1204 rara Fress, (Mareh 23, 1871).




69

By 1872 the sirard Coal and Lining Company had es-
tablished ofiices at Juirard and was hauling coal from
Limestone Station to Jirérd to be ahipped. Coal was hauled
from various parts of the county to &irardlal where rail-
road facilities mace it possible to ship coal to outside
markets, It is quite evident that the Missouri River,

Fort Scott and sulf Railroad Company gave little or no
thought of the possicle development of the coal industry in
Crawford County, when they were surveying their line;
otherwise they might have located it di fierently.

A. Knicely, in 1881, sunk & shaft near Cow Creek just
east of cirerd, %2 ana found a vein of good cosl, twenty-
two inches in thickness at & depth of sixty-five feet.
Digging twelve feet farther they Iound anotner vein, ten
inches in taickness.t®®
volonel E. k. Brown, telieving that coal was to re

found on his farm. located one-nall mile east of uirard,

S8 L :
sank a shaft, Un June 12, 1882, an excellent 'quality of

121
Hiatorg and Biographical Record of Crawford County,

Kanses, pp. 10<,103.

lzzsite of this shaft was located in the southern jart
of Raymond's Fark.

125G

124The citizens of Girard paid half of the expense of
8inking Colonel Erown's shaft. 1his shaft has been duf to
? lower vein of coal in later years. Its tiple is still
ntact.

irard Press, (January 12, 1882).
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coal wes found. The vein was twenty-two inches in thiock-
ness and was found at a .depth of sixty ieet. A representa-
tive of the dissouri River, rort Scott, and sulf Railroad
visited the shaft and pronounced the coal to ke a "superior
quality."l25
airard citizens, who were ever on the look-out to

promote uirard's interests, gave a contract to J. K.
Hamsey to drill six wells in order to ascertain the exist=

t126 was not

ence oi coal and gas around wirard. HZis repor
very encouraging for further prospecting. »sut in the
following years coal mines were sunk so close to sirarat®?
that its ambition to btecome a great coal center was re-
vived. 0Un several occasions it freely contrituted to funds
for prospecting ;pu.rpoe;eta.'L‘?'8 nowever, with the decline of
the deep mine 1ndustry,129 virard's ambition of teing a

coal center industry was not realized., <irard coal iields

will remain undeveloped until the strip mines in the eastern

labairard Fress, (June 14, 1882).

126390 Appendix E.
la?hinea were sunk four and one-half miles east of
sirard which proved to te a very productive field.

b :
+ 801ty Records, Zook E, 318.

lagneep mines are unatle to compete wiilh the large
electric steam shovels in this district.
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part of the county are worxed out. A large amount of land
has teen leased by deep mine companies south of sirard
near the village of sSeulah (four and.a half miles south).
Here it is said by those who elaim to know, that drill
tests show coal of superior quality, btut it is found at a

greater depth than in the eastern part of Crawiord County.

488

A numbter of gas wells have been drilled in sirard.
Several of these wells were drilled in 1923 and are to-day
supplying natural zgas in homes.

On May 2, 1932, the city of girard entered into ocon-
tract with L. O, wascho to drill for gass at Raymond Fark
(owned by the city) located one mile east of city. A
sufiicient suppiy of gas was obtained, that the citizens
of girard voted to give a franchise to ir., sascho, therely,
permitting him to pipe natursl gas into the city limita.lso
Kr. wascho expects to drill several more wells and

promises tnat he will be able to furnish gas to consuers

at a muoh lower rate than they are now paying.

1
aoéirard rress, (April 6, 1933).




CHAPIER IV
TRANS PORTATION AND COMMUNICATION

dighways

@glrard is located on two state highways; numter fiity-
seven which runs east and west two blocks north of the
public square, and number seven which runs north and south
through'the city on Summit Avenue. Number seven is commonly
called the Short Line which is the shor test highway Letween
Tulsa, Oklahoma and Kansas City, Wissouri.

Nearly all roads radiating from virard are all-weather
roads. This farm to home market system of roads makes it
possitle for farmers living near Girard to sell their
produets when market prices are the highest, regardless of
weather conditiouns,

Railroads

The liissouri River, sort Scott, and uulf railroad was

the iirst road to Cte btuilt in &1rard.l On rsetruary 10,

1870, its depot was located® on east Forest Street. 4

ljames ¥, Joy, wno had purchased the Keutral Lands,
helped to tuild this road.

2Depqt was located just south ol the present site of the
Frisco depot. It was later moved two blooxs south where it
occupied the west side of & joint station; the other side
being occupied by the irisco railroad. In an interview with
He Jo Crawford, who rtecame the depot agent Ifor the rrisco
line, August 13, 1883, (April 2, 1933).

72
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meeting was held on the twelith day of sebruary to prepare

an appropriate celercration when the iirst passenger train

should reach wirard. ihe celebtration occured on lhursday

evening, March 3, 1870, A committee of reception received

two hundred visitors from sort Scott. IThe sirard Pr0333

remarks, "It was a time of rejoicing ior our people.”

The Missouri River, iort Scott, and Gulf railroad
later changed its name to the fansas City, rfort Scott, and
Memphis. In 1902 it was taken over by the St. Louis and
San Francisco sailroad Company who still retain it.

Joplin, Missouri, in 1875 had no railroad connection.
John B. Sargeant and E. R. Moffet were its leading men who
were engaged in the mining and smelting btusiness. Lhey
decided to btuild a railromad. They hired Colonel E., H. Brown
of Carthage, Missouri, to survey a road west to Cherokee,
Kansas, to connect with the Missouri River, Fort Scott and
Gulf., They, however, lacked sufficient capital ior =much a
pro jest, UMr., Franklin Playter, a Girard banker, offered to

finance it, providing the roed would run to cirard.? ie

3girard Press, (March 10, 1870).

“Phe lissouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf pleaded with
Ur, Playter to build the road to Cherokee where they still
owned the town site and all the surrounding land. JThey
promised him a half interest in the town site, tut w«r.
Playter had his heart set on uirard and would not give his
consent .
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thought it would be a good thing for Girard to bte connected
with a btusy lead and zino distriet. Also it would pierce
the heart of the coal industry. These important connections
would eventually make wirard an important metropolis for the
distritution of these produota.5

In order to secure aid from the German farmers living
in Baker township, it was necessary to build & station there,®
When the road was constructed as far south as Spring River
near Waco, Missouri, from virard it stoppede The Joplin
Railrosad Oompany7 had exhausted their funds and credit. lo
build a bridge over Spring River and continue the road to
Joplin necessitated a loan of 200,000, whieh Wr. Playter
seoured from the uissouri River, Fort Seott, and culf Rail-
road.”

Their depot at “irard ocoupied the east half of a
tuilding two Ctlocks south of the present Frisco depot.

Spitteburg Headlignt, (May 19, 1926).

Sfhe station was erected on the present site of the
Frisco station in rFittsburg, Kansas. uir, Playter built the
first store tuilding in rittsbturg. It was located where
the Jlobe btuilding now stands and was occupied by his
trother-in-law, W, G. Seaturg.

7Gom any officials were: E, R, dWoffet, president;
franklin rlayter, vice=-president; Colonel E. H., Brown,
geéneral manager.

8pi tteburg Headlight, (May 19, 1926).
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The west part was used for a depot by the uulf road.9

The 3t. Louis and San francisco failroad purchased
the Joplin road lMay 26, 1879.. Llhe Frisco later albsorbed
the Missouri River, Fort Scott, and wulf railroad.lo

In 188211 C. 4, Malin and Company tuilt & railroad
from sirard to Walnut.la The road was then taken over by
the Kansas City Southern, who extended it to Chanute.
Their depotl3 in sirard was located across the tracks east
of the present Santa fe depot. They also tuilt a round-
house and yards located north of the present intersection
of the Frisco and Santa Fe roads. It was later partly

destroyed by iire. Jhe remainder was moved to :rontenaol4

dInterview with R, J. Crawford of uirard, (April 2,
1933), ur, Crawford tecame the agent Ior the successors
of this road in sirard, August 13, 1883. «r., Crawford
stated that C. R. Graves, the present president of the
Union Fracifiec Hailroad relieved him in 1885 for a short
time. '

10pittsburg Headlight, (May 19, 1926).

llgirara Press, (June 15, 1882). .his paper states that
the first mails were laid in <irard, January 12, 1882,

1%1via., (January 7, 1926).

13This depot was destroyed by fire on June 17, 1910, and
a new depot was erected by the Santa fe railroad on the west
8ide of their tracks. Ihis btuilding is the present Santa Fe
depot. dinterview with R, J. Crawford, (April 2, 1933).

14The Santa e road was extended to srontenac in 1886.
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by the 3anta Fe Company who purchased the Lansas City
Southern road irom Jirard in Chanute in 1886. It was
later extended from rrontenac to fittsburg and Chicopee
where it owned a numtber of coal mines.15

Several Uirard men tecame interested in a proposed
eleotric road that was to be tuilt from lola, Kansas,
through sirard to rittsturgz, Kensas., And when this project
fell through, fifteen -irard men organized a "shoe string"
company, that is, a company without any iinancial backing,
to tuild an eleotric railway. This organization was to
create sufiicient interest in the project so that the
moneyed men would get tehind the project. IThat was just
what happened. On March 14, 1307, the uirard Coal Belt
Electric HZailwmy Company was re-organized with the following
ofiicers: James lMoFarland, president; W. A. Wayland, vice-
president; L. H. Phillips, secretary; J. I. Leonard, treas-
urer; W, L. Ringo, general manager.16 ‘

Colonel rercy Laniels of usirard was selected to survey
the site. <he road ran east of town to Ringo where it

branched. One road ran south to Radley and Lunkirk where it

stopped; the other ran east through sranklin and Arma to

15pittsburg Headlight, (May 19, 1926).

lblnterview with W. L. Ringo of sirard, Lansas,
(December 30, 1932).

e




Car of the Girard Coal Belt Electrie

.ailway
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croweburg.17 A total of fourteen miles of railroad was
18

tuilt and financed by sirard people. It was btuilt into
the very heart of the mining communities in order to bring
trade to wirard. Girard was by ifar the smallest town in
tnq United States in 1908 and 1909 to own and operate its
own eleotriec railroad.

The Girard Coal EBelt Company secured the permission
from the city council and mayor of Girard to erect and equip
& power plant on the south side of the municipal electriec
plant on Cherokee Street. The oity agreed to furnish steam

from their toilers to operate the railroad elestric plant.

It was also to be operated by employees of the municipal

plant.l9

The rolling stock consisted of two passenger cars<”

and & flat ocar. All three were put into operation on

lv&irard Fress, (Ootober 15, 1%08).

184?.565 shares of stock were sold to sirard people.
Zach share cost one dollar. ‘he road was also bonded jor
several thousand dollars. ZThese tonds were sold principally
Vo virard people. Girard Zress, (Janusry 28, 1909).

198ec0rd 0f City Clerk, ook ¢, 176-179. On page 202
of Book C the city oif -irard was to receive $250 per month
for its services.

2°The first car was operated by Henry Watt; the second
ty E4 bBanks.
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July 4, 1908,31 carrying people irom wirard to Zaymond Park,
where a large celebration was held.ag

By Jamuary, 1909, several sirard men had bought up a
consideratle amount of stoekx. Then, they formed a pool and
bought the remaining stock ior sixty eents on the dollar.23
On January 20, 1309, the pool interests sold the road to the
Jo J. deinm 1nterest324 for eighty eents on the dollar.25

the Joplin and fittsbturg Railway Company operated the
road until it was no longer profitable. X2y 1926, tusiness
for the road was so poor that the passenger service was
limited. In 1927 the tracks on the north and east side of
the public square were removed.as rassenger service was
discontinued in 1928, but ireight service was not discon-
tinued until 1929. 4+in the ifall of 1929, the traocks were

a7
removed from uirard to sranklin and fittsburg.

2laame day that the Girard airship was to fly.

22 ]
sirard Fress, (July 9, 1908).

23Interview with W. L. Ringo, (Desember 30, 1932).

24.1. J. Heim built several electric lines in Crawford
and Cherokee counties. The rittsburg and Kansas City Railway
Company as his concern was called was re-organized uarch 1,
1910, and was thereafter ocaslled the Joplin and rFittsburg
failway Company.

25
girard rFress, (January 28, 1909).
26

27

Records of City Clerk, Book E, 167.

Interview with J. A. Fenimore, (April 27, 1933).
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lelegraphs and lfelephones

The first telegrapp line was completed to uwirard,
Maroh 22, 1870,°° |

george W, Crawford established a telepnone system in
the office 0of his lumber yard, located on north Summit
Avenue, Ootober 1, 1895.29 The line was put in bty A. W.
dollingsworth and had sixty subsoriters. On June 17, 1889,
an ordinance was granted by <irard to ueorge W. Crawford
to operate a long distance telephone exchange from uirard
to fittaburg.zo It began its operation with one telephone
in each aity.al

dr., Crawford developed his plant into a county wide
system. It was connected directly with all cities within
the county. 4Hde had consideratbtle trouble with the Bell
Telephore Company to maintain his system as they claimed he
was infringing on their patent rights. IThey attempted to

tuild long distance lines into -irard, btut they were

28,. . Andreas, op. eit., p. 1121; Girard Eress,
(November 20, 1919).

29

sirard rfress, (December 30, 1897).

%ORecords of City Clerk, (June 17, 1887), p. 360.

%lihe cirara paone was located in C. Z, Phillip's
Drug Store (now O'Reilly Lrug Store), Girard Iress, (May
25, 1982).
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destroyed as fast as they were erected by a group of sirard
citizens who disliked the monopolistic attitude of the Zell
Telephone Company. ¥Finally, the Zell lelephone Company gave
dr, Crawford the right to operate all long distance tele-
phones for them. This settled the trouble.32

After the death oi uMr., Crawford in 1915 it was operated
by his son-in-law, L. E. Coles. On Mareh 3, 1923, D. 0.
Shile and C. J. York of Coffeyville, Lansas, purchased the
Crawford ITelephone and Telegraphy Company located in sirard,
Arma, and Cherokee. ur, York became the manager oi the
company which position he still retaina.33

The telephone plant is located in its own building on
north Summit avenue. From an engineering standpoint it is
one oi the best equipped plants in the state for the size
of its supporting oommunitiea.34

The Girard Farmers Mutual Telephone Company was given
the privilege to operate a telephone company in_&irard,

5

Mareh 2, 1903,°° They built and ocoupied the tuilding now

used by the city for their city office on south Summit

%2Interview witn W. K. Fotter, who was a druggist in
the Phillip's Drug Store, (April 2, 1933).

3351!&!2.2!22!- (March 8, 1923).

% lvia., (May 25, 1922).

3%%ecords of City Clerk, Book B, 350.
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Avenue. Guradually it ceased to operate because of financial
aifficulties.®

The uirard Mutual'Telephone Gohpany was organized37
February 11, 1921. Oﬁ April 4, 1922, the voters of Girard
granted L. E, Roof & franchise in Jirard.as They installed
& switch-toard in C, H, Burnett's building located on the
southwest corner of the square. In rfebruary, 1331, the
system was so0ld to «., W, Voffin and J. W. Admire of Council
srove, Lansas, who operated it until April, 1932, when it

was discontinued as it was no longer profitable to operate.39

Interview with E. R, Walker, city clerk, (March 25,

Charles ireed was eleaoted president. L. E. Roof was
elected its next president.

% 1rard Press, (April 6, 1922). Records of City Clerk,
Book D, [April 10, 1922).

%9 nterview with krs, R, G, Miller, who was operating the
Rlanr for the owners when it was discontinued, (April 15,
933).




CHAPTER V
S0CIAL DEVELORMENT

Liquor
it will probably be difficult for many citizens of

girard to believe that in 1870, two years aiter the town
site was founded, Girard had eight saloons., Lt soon
proved to be an unhealthful place ior their growth or
oontinusnoo.l fhe eity couneil, August 31, 1871, passed
an ordinance regulating the sale oi intoxicating liquors.
it required that any person desiring to estatlish a tusi-
ness ior selling intoxicating liquor must secure a
petition signed by a majority of the male inhatitants over
twenty-one years of age living in the sawe tlock where the
liquor was to be s0old. it further provided that each
person selling intoxicating ligquors must give a btond of one
thousand dollars. 5aid bond was to be iorfeited Ly the
giver in case a disorderly house was kept, or, if the
keeper s0ld intoxicating liquors to minors. Lil saloons,
taverns selling liquors, and dram shops were required to
close on Sundays, Zfourth oi July, and eleotion days. Any

shop-keeper selling intoxicating liquor "to any married

1
Girard rFress, (February 3, 1870).
83
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A
person against the known wishes of the married partner

of such married person shall upon convietion for the first

offense pay"" a fine of ten dollars., If convicted for a

second offense the accused was fined twenty dollars and
forfeited his licenae.3
On darch 7, 1892, the city council was presented with
a petition requesting &an ordinance te passed prohititing
the sale of intoxicating ligquors. The petition was put
on file.* A motion was passed by the council and mayor,
April 9, 1894, closing all bootleg.ing joints.” On July
2, 1906, an ordinance was passed ty the city couneil pro-
hititing the sale of all intoxicating liquora.6 In 1907
an unsuccessiul attempt was made by certain council members
to repeal the prohititory ordinance oif 1506, but their

efiorts were foiled' by wayor W, ia. Eyan.e

2Journal oI City Council, pp. 52-56.
®ldem. '

4Records of City Clerk, Zook A, 278.

5
Idem.' P. 512.

6Ibid.. Book C, 11l4.

"Ivia., p. 174.

8carrie Nation, "the nortorious saloon wrecker,"
vigsited uirard April 22, 1503, and visited four saloons,
then she visited Mayor W, H. Ryan and had a "spirited con-
troversy." Girard rress, (April 23, 1903),
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Since the year of 1906, uirard rapidly tecame dry.
it is to-day & city with few violaters of the eighteenth
amendment. It is communities like Uirard that has made

Kansas famous for her stand on prohibition.

Futliec Schools

fhe putlic school system of uirard was organized?
September 10, 1869. Judge keIntosh, .ranklin Playter, and
Colonel J, Alexander constituted the Zoard of uiraotors.lo

In the Girard fress of November 11, 1869, the Zoard of

Virectors called a putliec meeting Ifor Saturday evening,
November 14, 1869, at seven o'cloek to "adopt measure
toward estatlishing a publie 8chool, upon a permanent
basis, "1l A8 a result of this meeting an election was
held November 26, 1869, which authorized the Board of
Pirectors to issue one thousand dollars in tonds to erect
& public school building.l2 A ocontract was let in
November, 1869,13 to wardner and Sowman for ;640lto con-

" 8truct the first schoolhouse in iirard.l4 it was & small

“Distriot Number 37,

19Girara press, (May 25, 1922).
11;21&., (November 11, 1869).

184, 2, Anareas, op. eit., p. 1121,

13:1 rara Press, (Novembter 25, 1869),
14

A 5. ‘ndreae' 2.20 2—1.2" P 1121.
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box house, twelve by sixteen feet, and was located on

north Summit Avenue, one tlock south of the present

high-school building.;'5

1870.%% Miss Iesh was the first teacher in this build~-

It was completed early in

ing.17 She was followed in 1870 by Wdiss Hattie Ives, in
1871 and 1872 by &. S. Hawkins, and in 1873 by lMr. and
Mrs, Bruce., A larger building was erected in the mean-
time on the lot now occupied by Harry Magie's residence
on north Summit Avenue,

In 1872 the people of simrd voted $15,000 in

19 to tuild and eqp & two-story brick tuilding.

bonds
20

The tuilding was to cost ¥12,000, It was erected on

the lot now occupied by the Girard High School tuilding

on north Summit Avenue &nd was known as the "North School."

15G1rard Fress, (May 25, 1922),

16Ipid., (January 20, 1870).

171via., (November 20, 1919)., A. T. Andreas' history
states that a lMiss Maggie T. Hill was the first teacher in
the new tuilding. She taught during the summer of 1870 and
received forty dollars per month for her services.

181v14., (May 25, 1922).

19‘0 T. Anﬁreaa, Oop. cit., p. 1121.

20“1ra.rd Press, (September 12, 1872). A complete
descrip %{ on of

this building may te found in this issue of
the Fress.
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It was completed in the spring of 1873. In that year the
school was graded. A. F. Allen was its first principal.

He held this position from 1874 to 1877 when he was

succeeded by frofessor d. Quiok.al

22

The South School tuilding™™ was erected in 1880 on the

present site of the Emerson School building. The btuilding
cost $5,780 and was peid for by three annual tax levies,.
In 1887, the Central tuilding was erected on the lots now
occupied by the Girard Hospital &t a cost of'$?,000. A
south wing was later built at & cost of $4,500. Another

49 east of the railroead

school tuilding was erected in 1894,
tracks on a lot north of the 3. S, Wheelock residence. It
cost #7,000.24 It was later destroyed by fire and was never
retuilt.%®

On September 8, 1914, the board of Zducation requested
the Mayor of wirard to call a speciel election for the pur-
pose of voting bonds to erect three new achool_buildinge.26

algzzard Iress, (May 25, 1922).

223everal additions were later made to this building.
23

24

Records of City Clerk, Book A, 409.

ldem.

25&1:;:& Press, (May 25, 1922).
26

Records of City Clerk, Book U, 144.
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On Oetoter 20, 1914,27 the voters of school district
number thirty-seven authorized the ﬁoard of Education to
sell $55,000 worth oflhonda.28

The Board of Educstion proceeded to ereat the follow-
ing tuildings: a high-school tuilding on the old North
School ground; the Emerson, a grade building, on the old
South Sehool ground; the Whittier, a grade school, east of
the railroad traoka.ag In 1923 two 0 over-flow buildings
were constructed on the high-school campus at a cost of
$9,347. % !

The Centrel School tuilding which was used for a
high scnool was destroyed by fire February 15, 1316.32
As the new high-school building was not completed; classes
were held in various public buildings until the new build-

ing was ready for oocupanoy.33

7Records of City Clerk, Book D, 144.

28G1rard fress, (November 20, 1919).
29

This Puilding was vacated in 1932 as an economy move,

3OOne of the btuildings is used for Manual Training; the
other is used by the grade school and is called the Lowell
8school.

31Girlrd fress, (July 5, 1923).

321via., (May 25, 1922).

33Tha new building was ready for occupancy by the latter
bart of April, 1916. A dedicatory program was arranged bty

the Federation oi Women's olub. Ihis program may bte found
in Ihe Crewford County &nterprise, (April 27, 1916).
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The first high school was started in 1881 with a
three-year course.34 The first superintendent of uirard

schools was John Randolph. de heléd fhis position from
1880 to 1886.,°9 |

sirard meintains a superior school system. <Lhis
fact is substantiated by the records of its high=school
students in the Annual Scholarship Contests which are
sponsored by the Kansas State leachers College of Fitte-
burg, Kensas. The Girard High School is a "Class A"
high school and it is also a member-of the North Centrel

Association Ior &igh Schools.%®

Susiness Colleges

A branch of the fittsburg Susiness College of Pitts-
burg, Kansas, was established in wirard in Uetoter of
1897. Instruction was given in all commercial and short-

hand sutjeots., 1he life of this institution was short as

S%1¢s first graduates were: Theresa would, 4dinnie
Hawley, Emily Eruce, and Charles G. Warner.

55&irard schools have had the ifollowing superintend-
ents: G. W, Martin, 1886 to 1890; J. W, Welmer, 1890 to
1897; H., C. Ford, 1897 to 1900; D. L. Ford, 1900 to 1902;
A, W, Shideler, 1902 to 1917; E., J. Knight, 1917 to 1921;
H. E. Jenkina, 1930--.

% Interview with Supt. 4. E, Jenkins, (April 30,
1933) .
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it was discontinued in November, 1897.37
In 1926 the vourtney -Susiness College was established,

It occupied the rooms atove the Cirard Fress office which

is located on the southwest corner of the square. It
provided a full curriculum of commercial sutjects. In

September, 1926, kr. Courtney moved his business college

to rittsburg, Kanaaa.38

Lodges, Clubs and Business Organizations
~

Girard Lodge, No. 66, I. 0. O, ¥., was instituted on

May 6, 1870, by Listriot Leputy Garand Master W. A. Shannon,
assisted by several 0dd Fellows from iort Scott. There
were five oharter members. 3. A. Atwood was chosen Notle
vrand; E. A. Wood, Viece HNotle urand; E. A. Wasser, Record-
ing Secretary; and N. Sinnett, Treasurer.39
eirard Lodge, No. 93, A. ¥, and A. M, was organized
under dispensation iay 17, 1870, by leputy srand Haster
- Jo U, Rush of Rising Sun Lodge. Its first offigers were:
A. B, Turner, Worshipful Master; 4. W, Brown, Senior

Warden; Thomas rainton, Junior Warden; reroy Daniels,

Ireasurer; and S. A. Atwood, SOQretary.4° This lodge was

37 iirara Press, (November 25, 1897).
38

Ibid., (September 2, 1926).
39;, T, Andreas, op. ¢it., p. 1121.

40rdem.
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instituted and its officers were installed lay 30, 18?0.41

Hiram Chapter, No. 50, Royal Arch lason, was organ-
1:0(142 under a diapengation uay 17,- 1875, by Reverend
D, W, Cope, Deputy usrand High FPriest, of fort Scott,
Kansas,*3

The Ladies Reading Club was organized“ April 21,
1883, by Lrs, Anna K, Leonard. This c¢lut is now the
oldest club in sirard, It celebrated its fiftieth anni-
versary April 21, 1933. This club has masde & study of many
subjects in its lifetima.45

A City Federation of Clubs was promulgated, May 8,
1896, when an invitation was extended by the Ladies
Reading Club to the Mutusl Improvement Clubt to meet with
them on each fifth Friday. It was formally organized on

Jenwary 21, 1899,%0

4lGirard Press, (Mey 26, 1870).

421¢s first elected officers were: J. H. Waterman,
aigh friest; A. b. Turner, King; C. d. derriam, Seribi;
A. A. Hulett, Captain of the dost; W. M. Smith, Frineipal
Sojourner; H. Brown, Royal Arch Captain.

43"

I, Andreas, op. git., p. 1121.

%%vne first ofiicers were: Mrs. Fhoebe W. Leonard,
president; Mrs, Anng M. Leonard, secretary.

45 i rar¢ Eress, (April 20, 1933).

461dem.
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Other leading clubs of Girard are: Junior Ladies
Reading Clubt, Sunflower Clut, and sidelis Club.4?

These cluts have hﬁd a great influence upon the
development of Girard; lfhey have been responsible in a
large measure in securing for sirard, exeellent schools,
g0oo0d sidewalks and streets, and a free putlic library.

The @irard board of Irade was organized in 1882.
it was instrumentsl in locating the smelters in uirard,
along with several other enterprisea.‘s

The sirard Commercial Clut was organized in June,
1894. Its first president was William cardner. This
business organization attempted to further uirard's
interests and was atle to locate several industries and

49 on February 21, 1921, the uirard

enterprises in wirard.
Commercial Clut voted to change its name to the Uirard
Chamter of Commerce.

The Girard Chamber of Commerce was organized51

Apxil. 1, 1921.53 It has bteen an active inatifufion in

47 irerd Fress, (April 20, 1933).
481pia., (November 21, 1895).

491dem.

50”1&.. (Fetruary 24, 1921).

51;. D. Barker was its first president.

52 irara Press, (December 29, 1921).
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meking cirard s bigger and better community in which to
live. Its present nomgb3 is in the Raymond Residence’?
which was bequeathed to the City of Uirard by the late

55

J. E, Raymond in 1931,

conntl fairs

The Crawiford Counfy Yair Association was preceded by
the Crawford County Agricultural Society. The Crawford
County Agricultural Society was organized, february 5,

o6
1870, It was promoted by Dr. W, H., Warner, editor of

the Jirard Preas.57 It was chartered for fifty years and
had & capital stook of ;55,000.08 The Society purchased

forty acres of land just east of Girerd where it held its
fairs until 1882.59 §

On May 27, 1882, the Crawford County Agricultural

Society was re-organized with thirteen directors who

53¢ a regular meeting of the Chamber of Commerce,
day 5, 1931, it was voted to take over the Haymond
Residence. uirard fress, (May 7, 1931).

%41t 18 located at the intersestion of Usage and
Zuffalo streets.

55&:. Raymond also left 5000 to the city as a trust
fund. Records of City Clerk, Book E, 331.

% :irara Press, (Fetruary 5, 1870).

%71v1a., (November 25, 1869).

58One thousand shares at five dollars per share.

nghnsaa distory, I, 473.
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mansged the society. . It had & ospital stock of $10,000.51
This organization purohﬁaed forty ao}ea 01 land which was
located west of the pfesent fair ground.sz

The purposes of these societies were to encourage the
development of agriculture, horticulture, stock raising,
and mechanical arta.63 Unfavoratle conditions developed
which gradually caused the fair to decline until it was
finally abtolished.

In the spring of 1919, the sirard Commercial Club
succeeded in organizing the present Crawford County rFair
Asaociation.a‘ The first fair was held in September of
that year. The Associsation leased the present fair grounds
west of the city on State HDighway ﬁ‘ifty-aeven.65

It is doubtful whether the County rair will be con-
tinued after the 1933 fair ior financing is difficult under
present economic conditions., Also many people have lost
interest in county fairs and every year sees thelhiscon-

tinuation of some county fair.

bOGira.rd Press, (June 1, 1882).

6lTwo hundred shares at fifty dollars each.

6a&irard fress, (November 21, 1895).

631vid., (Fetruary 5, 1870).

640fficers of the first iair Soard were: L. H.
Thurston, president; E. R. Lorsey, vice-president; L. d.
Holt, secretary; Willis oSuck, treasurer. Its organization
also included a toard of seven directors,

5% 4rara Fress, (November 20, 1919).
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Iheatres

¢irard was early equipped with an opera house.
Thomas fainton in 1879 constructed the uirard "Opera
House™ located on the east side of the square. It was
located over two stores and was arranged for "pubtlie
meetings, theatrical performances, etc."66

J. W, Hayter was the pioneer of cirard's movie
theatres. He operated an airdome at the rear67 of
Tim Hellacy's FPool and Billierd room on the northeast
corner of the square. Mr, Hayter also ran the "Lurie"
theatre on the east side of the square. Le sold the
"Lurie™ to Ed Valentine in 192168 who oggnged the name
of the theatre in 1924 to the "Rivoli".

sirard has another theatre on the north side of the
square., Its operation has been very intermittent since
it was started. At present it is being operated. uirard
also hsad another airdome which was located just east of
the southeast corner of the square btut its 1ife was of

short duration as it was torn down shortly after it was

66Girard rFress, (August 7, 1879).

67Tha 0ld airdome tuilding wes torn down a few years
ago and a btrick building was erected in its place.

Gaggrard Press, (March 19, 1921).

691vid., (Oototer 9, 1924).
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HQIBEEB rs and Proaa

The girard Ereas'had its origin in fort Scott, Kansas,

teing putlished for four years as the Fort Scott Press.

It was estactlished bty Hayward and EZrothers in 1865. They
8old their paper June 17, 1868, to Warner and Yinter who
putlished the paper until the end of the year, when the
printing equipment was s0ld under mortgage incurred by
its former owners. A new firm was organized Janm ry 29,
1869, under the firm name of Warner, Winter and /asser.
New equipment was then purchased ty the firm and the paper
was continued until it was moved to Girard, November 1,
1869. In the meantime, Mr. Winter had sold his interests
to nis partners.71

The first issue of the sirerd Iress was printed
Novemter 11, 1869.'}’2 It was not mailed out until the
following week as the meiling list had been 1os t-'in moving

73
from Fort Scott to sirard. The Press was moved to

701’1113 airdome was torn down in 1917 ; interview with
Franl): S. bavidson, the owner, Fittsburg, sansas, (May 4,
1933).

"eirara fress, (November 21, 1895).

"®1v1a., (November 11, 1869).

"81v1d., (November 20, 1919).
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Girard by the editora.74 because they firmly believed

that Joy's title to the Neutral lLands wes valid and that
the settlers should "prove up."’® The iress vigorously
condemned the Land League and its methods of coercion &nd
as a result its oifice was destroyed by fire July 14,

1871, at three o'clock in the morning.76 A small extra
was issued on the sauwe day o1 the fire whieh stated that
the fire beyond all doubts was the work of ineendiaries

&8 the side of the building had teen saturated with coal
0il. Also several men had teen seen riding away, shouting
and shooting as they leit. No attempt was made at the time
to lollow the ixmentlj.al.r:leaa.77 Wr, vWasser left ior Cinein-
nati & Ifew days later and ltought new equipment for the

firm and the Press was continued August 10, 1871.78

Dr. dJarner and Mr, Wasser disagreed over the presi-

dential candidates in the election of 1872 whiagh resulted

74Mrs. W, K, Potter of Girard, the youngest daughter
of Dr. Warner, states that her father was later employed by
the lissouri River, fort Scott and usulf Railroad to en-
courage the settlers to "prove up." He received a compensa-
tion as high as $250 per month for his services,

781 rara Press, (November 11, 1869).

76A small Gordon press and three cases of types were
saved.

"MGirara Press, (Bxtra), (July 14, 1871).
velbid., (August 10, 1871).
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in Dr, Warner's selling his interests to A. F. Riddle,
June 16, 1873. In 1885 A F, Riddle sold his interests
to L, C. Flint. A. B. Wasser, son of E. A. Wasser, bouzht
dr. Flint's interest in 1896, After the death of E. A.
Wasser in 1912, his widow, Alice L. Wasser, became a
partner, OUn October 1, 1915, she sold her interest to
H, W, Shidler who tougat the remaining interest in the

. and is its present ownar.80

sirard Liress day 1, 1917,
dis son, Ralph Shidler, is its present editor.

I'he Girard Fress has had several locations. It was

first located on the corner of Zufialo Street and Summit

Avenue, After its ofiice was destroyed by fire, July 14,
1871, it was moved into a Irame tuilding on the north side
of the square., On October 20, 1881, the Fress office was
moved to the second floor of a new brick tuilding, the
Fress Blook, adjacent to its Iormer location.%l It was
later moved to the middle of the west side oi the square
where it remained until it was moved to its present loca-
tion on the southwest corner oi the public square.

The Press has been & journal ol progress. Recorded

in its files the history of Jirard may bte found. It has

790n July 1, 1917, dr. Shidler purchased the Crawford
County Enterprise from Hdarry Bouck and consolidated 1
With the .irard tress.

89§1rard Eress, (November 20, 1313).

811p1d., (October 20, 1881). |
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been an organ for the Republican rfarty for sixty-one
years, For a brief time in 1888 it was a semi-weekly
being putlished on Jednesdays and Saturdays.aa It was

3

also a daily paper during the year of 1894.8 Since that

time it has been a weekly and is putlished every lhursday.

she Appeal to Reason
"Phe Greatest Political Newspaper in the Worla"84

was estatlished at Kansas City, dissouri, August 31, 1895.
It operated there until Uctober, 1896, when it was discon-
tinued by its owner and editor, J. A. Jayland,85 until he
could locate his paper in a suitable rural community where
his overhead would te small. Also he would be ireer irom
interference in & smaller community. ’

Haylanda7 knew from experience with similar publica=-

tions of his vhat the location of the paper made very little

82Girarda Press, (Files of 1888).
lebid.. (Files of 1894).

84george Milbturn, "The Appeal to Reason", Amerisan
sercury, (July, 1931), p. 359.

85

Kensas City Star, (December 6, 1896).

864, W, Ricker, Leaves of Life, a tiography of Vay-
land, p. 31. The writer secured & copy oif this took Irom
Jalter Yayland of <irard, a son oi J. A. Wayland.

87

For life of J. A. Wayland see Appendix F.
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difierence in the number of subseriters &s they came from

88 rhus, the selection of Girard

all parts oi the country.
for Appeal's home was largely accidental. I. I, ferry, a
prominent real estate man of Girard, induced /ayland to
visit éirard.ag The town struck his iancy and so he moved
his plant from Kansas City, sissouri, to virard. 4de rented
a buildinggo Ifrom T, T. Perry on the southeast side ol the
Square and issued the iIirst Appeal to HZeason to bte put-
lished in +sirard retruary 6, 1897.g

lhe Appeal to Heason was a 5ocialist paper and was pub=-

lished "for the expressed purpose of arousing the working
class to a realization of Their wrongs and to induce them o
support toneir own political party and Lty the means oi the
ballot take control of the government and operate it in the
interest of all the people.“92 It was devoted to social-

istic and populistic doctrines and advocated government

-5

88leahoma led in the numter oi sutseriters for the
Appeal to Heason. rsennsylvania was second and California
was third,

89Interview with W, J. Bdridge, (March 26, 1933).

90This tuilding is now occupied ty the I. H. Shannon
dardware Store. The Appeal's second home was in a frame
tuilding that stood on the site now occupied cty the zirard
Kational :tank tuilding. Its third home was loocated in the
Surnett building on the southwest corner of the square.
For its iourth home it tuilt the tuilding now occupied bty
the daldeman=-Julius fublishing “ompany.

915, W. Rioker, op. oit., p. 3l.
92pppeal to Reason, (April 5, 1513).
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ownership of all monopolistic industries.’® lost people
at first read the Appeal out of curiosity, tut as the
paper expounded prinziples that appealed to the working
c¢lass oi people its readers grew rapidl}. lhe Appeal
even in its heyday never gave much space to the theory of
socialiam as taught by Larl Marx, the father of socialism.
Instead it attacked the existing economic structure oi the
United States.®*

The Appeal's growth was an intermittent one. After
moving to wirard its subscription rapidly increased but
this was checked by the Spanish-American Wgr; but after it
was over the number again rapidly increased as the economic
conditions grew worae.95 Crop failures made socialists by
the thousands; likewise strikes and lator disputes. Court

cases against the editors always caused the circulation to

96
run into millions. Anyone could aiford to pay 1iity

cents a year for the Appeal to Reason in order to secure
the facts that they wanted, is the explanation given ity

D, Varren, & former editor of the Appeal to Reason, ior

gséirard Fress, (February 4, 1897).

94George kilburn, op. cit., p. 956U,
ranic of 1907,

96Tho Mayard-dayward edition reached 4,010,000 copies,
Appeal to Reason, (ierch 29, 1913).
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the remarkatle growth of the Appea o
An ingenious method ol securing subscriters was
developed by sditor Jarren. de published annually a

little btook, The Appeal's Arsenal of iacts, which could

be secured by & comrade, providing he would send twelve
forty-week subscriptions at twenty-Iiive cents each.
This Pbuilt up an espionage system of eighty thousand
workers, +‘his army of workers took it upon themselves

to secure enough sucsoricers ol the Appeal (o eason in
98

order to secure this book ol iacts.
The Appeal was edited bty "one-hoss" Waylandgg until
1904, when zsred L. Jarrenloo became editor. Lt was under
the management of Warren that the paper grew to te of
colossal size, de did this by filling the paper with
"Juiey exposes" of the capitalistic system and his in-
genious method of securing subscribers that has already
been mentioned. <rlenty oi red ink was used for large
headlines. He imported a coluumnist whose column, the

Hot Cinders, proved to te very popular with the comrades.

97Interview with ired U, Warren of sirmard, (January
21, 1933).

J 81 dem,

¥90his "pletian appellation” was given to Wayland when
he ran the "one-hoss print shop” in ruetlo, Colorado.

10Uyarren tecdme associate editor oi the Appeal in 1900.
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During the iirst year oi his editorship the list of
sutsoricers Jjumped to 150,000 copies per issue. Ie
paper rapidly cecame & poweriul rofce and soon "eapi-
talism began to Ieallthe 8ting oi its savage goading and

2101 lhe editors were

the Seast turned with & snarl.
soon indicted by a rederal grand jury ior sending "scur=-
rilous defamatory and threatening matter in the msil"lo2
and from then on the Appeal was iorced to tattle in the
United States courts for its existence.

Among the associate editors, the most important was
Bugene V. yeba,l°3 the leader of the American Socialist
Party. LThe lesser lights were: A, W, Ricker, lr., Phifer,
Ernest Untermann, Josephine Conger, B. N. Richardson,
seorge A. Shoai,

ired L, VWarren resigned as editor oi the Appeal to
Reason, July 27, 1914, aiter fourteen years ol service.
This came as a climax aiter years of litigation in the

United States courts. ur. Warren having won out in the

courts against his enemies was btadly in need of rest as

101;e0rge uilbturn, op. git., p. 364.
1021d6m-
10 ene V, Debs, iirst campaign speech ior fresi-

dent of the United States, was given in <irard, Kansas,
May 11, 1908, Guirard rfress, (Oetober 1, 13508).
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his health had become seriously impaired.lY*

At times uirard swarmed with secret agents. On several
occasions the ofiices ol the Appeal were ransacked during
the night . JXostal authorities were incessantly trying to
tar the appeal Ifrom the mail, btut its edilors were atle to
win every case that sought to exclude the paper irom Uncle
Sem's mail.%®

fhe suicide of J. A. Wayland, November 10, 1912106

104Interview with rred L. Warren, (January 21, 1933).
Mr. darren stated that he has teen unduly criticized by soocial-
ists for resigning on the btrink oi tne World /ar, that is, the
socialists think he saw the handwriting on the wall and got outl
while the getiiung was s00d. ALr, Varren staited that ne had no
earthly means to loretell that Austria would declare war on
Sertia the iollowing day aid (hus create a situation that in-
volved the nations of the world. "If I had stsyed, I would
have been iforced to change my policies or would nave Leecn
thrown into jail along with Lebs and others wno otjected to
the entrance of the United States in the war."

1081dem. rostoifice Imspector L. C. Chance aiter ten
years ol efiort to exclude the Appeal irow the mails came to
the oiffice ol Lr, Varren and aaIE, "Warren, 1 telieve that the
government is wrong in the prosecution of this paper." ie
then told of the atiempts of the United States government to
destroy the Appeal. Lr. Chance, althouga working Ior the gov-
ernment did not approve the methods of Attorney -eneral Wicker-
sheam and his assistant, zarry J. Zone of ~ansas, agreed that ii
Mr, Warren wou.d sutpoena him teiore a court oi Lansas where he
would be sworn under the HLansas law to tell the truth he would
expose the crookedness ol the men persecuting the Appeal and
its editor. 1his story may te Ifound in the recoris o1 the
Irobate Court of Crawfard County. Of course it was printed in
the Appeal and gave cause for a large edition numbering three
million copies. <frinted in Appeal to Reason, (April 5, 1913).

1064ansas City Star, (November 11, 1912).
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marks the decline of the Appeal to Heason. 4uis death was
charged by socislists to the hounds of capitalism, who were
ever dragging him into court., Varren started a great
revival movement in the socialist ranks and succeeded in
meking Wayland a "martyr." But after this stimulus wore
off the paper gradually lost subtsoribers and with the
resignation of Warren, July 27, 1914, its days were
numbered.

the Appeal was barred from the mail July 7, 1917,
tecause of its anti-war policies, +ts new war-time editor,
Louis Xopelin, changed the name of the publiecation December

22, 1917, to the New Appeal., The policies and principles

of this paper were radically different irom those of its

107
predecessor, ihe New Appeal struggled along until

November 6, 1922, when the last issue of the "Red" argan

was printed.108

For twenty-seven years the Appeal to Heason was the

leading Socislist publication of the nation.*”? It was the

symtol of agitation and radicalism of the Socialist mrty.

It began when the Socislist sfarty wes unknown and lived

107 tansas City Star, (December 22, 1917).

1081p44., (November 6, 1922).

109 aem,
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through the zenith of its party voting strength. Ihe
Appeal undoubtedly secured several needed reforms. It was
the first newspaper to advocate an eight-hour day. It
opposed imperislism, compulsory military training, and
employment of child labor.ll0

dr, Warren says the greatest contritution made Ly the
Appeal was the discovery oi Upton Sinclair. He explains
this as follows:

I conceived the outline for Lfhe J lerwhile reacing

& production of Sinclair on the ngiI dar. A

deseription o1 & negro in slavery gave me an idea

that the stetus of the working man could likewise

te portrayed.
r, Warren mede a trip to Chicago to see lir. Sinclair and
they sat up all of one night draiting the outline for Lhe
Jungle. The results were far beyond the expectations of Wr.
Warren. 1he Jungle was serialized and was printed by the
Appeal in 1:05. It caused & great sensation in America and
the Appeal gave it & tig boost by distributing it over the
country in enormous editiomns. As & result of ité puklica-

tion our sure food laws were passed in the United Btatea.u1

The Haldemsn-Julius rutlishing Company

This institution is the successor of the Appeal to

lloGeorge Milburn, op. ¢it., p. 370.

illrnterview with sred D. Warren, (January 21, 1933).
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Resson., Mlr, E. Haldeman-Juliusll?® purchased an interest in
the Appeal in 1917 and in 1919 he estatlished the Appeal's
Sook Department. Llater he secured the controlling interest

and discontinued the Appeal to Heason Movember 6, 1322. Un

November 23, 1922, he began the saldemen-Julius Jeekly in

its place. In February, 1922, the plant's name, Appesl to
Reason, was changed to the “aldeman-Julius fublishing
Gompsny.ll3

The daideman-Julius Weekly sought to make an appeal to

people of culture. It was later discontinued and thereaiter,
& number oi publications have been printed by the aaldeman-
Julius rfutlishing Company. &ost of them existed only for a
short time. They are:

dnow-Thy-S8elf was & publication dealing with diseases,
their causes and cures. It was written by Lr. William J.

Fielding.
Life and Letters was & magazine dealing with the life

and writings of old and contemporary writers. it had a
numter of contributors.

The Quarterly as its name suggests was a magazine
printed quarterly. it was similar to the Life and Letters.

112y, Zmanuel Julius married Wiss Warcet Jasldeman of
sirard, hence the name :Haldeman-Julius. &r. Julius was Corn
and educated in fhiladelphia, rennsylvania. 4e was an
editorial writer for several leading newspapers in the East
tefore coming to uirard.

llalnterview with E, daldeman-Julius, (February 4, 1933).

'
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Lebunker was & monthly putlication dealing with atheism.
Its main contributor was Joseph kcCabe of London.

fhe wilitant Atheist is the present atheistic putlica-

tion. 4t is edited by £, Haldeman-Julius and Joseph wcCate.
A Guide to lo-dey's Knowledge is & monthly guide

reviewing eaoh "btranch of science and learning--down to
1933." It is also edited by daldeman-Julius and Joseph
..ecCabe.

The American ireeman is the present socialistic news-

paper putlished. it is published monthly and is "devoted
to Social Justice and industrial Sanity." The last page of
this paper is called the Warren's Page teing edited by lLred
D, Warren, the former editor of the Appeal to Heason who
was responsible ior the Appeal's large circulation.

Only & portion oi the plant's printing facilities is
devoted to newspaper publications; the greater part Cteing
used to print the worid's best literature in & small book
form costing only 1five cents.t1% The 1ist of tooks printed
now number more than seventeen hundred titles. IThe famous
"Little BElue Eooks," &as they are called, Lecause oi the

color oi their cover, have been sent to every part ol the

114, few books are sold for ten and twenty-iive cents,
but the far greater number are sold for five cents eaoch.
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116 yore than 200,000,000 copies have bteen sold

world.
during the past fourteen years., In January, 1928, more
than 600,000 tooks were sold. In the same year over
25,000,000 copies were putblished and sold.n6

Besides being an editor and pubtlisher, «r, &, gdaldeman-
Julius is a well-known author. <e has written lhe first

Hunired Lillion, a story of ten years oI putbtlishing the

"Little Blue Sooks." In collaboration with his wiifie he

has written two novels: Violence and uust.ll7

The Crawford County Iimes was the first newspaper to

be putlished in uirard, april 16, 1869. it was issued by
Scott and Vole., 0Unly one numter was issued as the object
0of its pubtlication was accomplished which was to settle the
toundary line dispute between Crawford and “eosho counties.

The leoples Vindicator was started July 28, 1870, bty

¥, &, Urisp and Charles R, Lindsey. It was discontinued in

October of that year as its only otject was to 8id the

llsInterview with E, daldeman-Julius, (February 4,
1933). I was told that Alaska in proportion to its popula-
tion tuys more toks than any other country in the world.
The Alaskans are great readers due to their long winters.
hew York City leads in the numbter oi books purchased by
¢ities. California leads in the number purchased by the
states.

117-‘&3111. .

118p4 ttsvurg Headlight, (May 19, 1926).

118
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Democrats in the election of 1870,119

The Girard Pharos had its origin Maren 12, 1873, It

was published bty W. K. Goode. It was not a success and
moved to Cherokee where it was sold by the mortgzagee in
1874 to J. ¥. LcDowell who moved it to Columbus, Aamsaa.lzo

The Crawiord County hews was started August 6, 1870,

by £, £, Fulton and C. C, Covill. It passed through
several hands and was iinally discontinued Lovembter 28,
1878.121

ol rard News derald made its appearance July 26, 1878.

\
1t was & Democratic paper and was started by J. W, Womack.
He 80ld out and aiter passing through several hands, tae
paper was diacontinued.lab

The Jirard Kews was started Lecember 13, 1878, by

J. K, flack and frank Laugnlin., 4t was discontinued after

2
"a fitful existence™ of nine months.l »

The Independent lews, & weekly paper, was started by

A, W, Lucas from the material used ty the uirard News

derald. He sold it to the lerry Zrothers. lYhey sold it to

llgdiatozx and ciograpnical xecord of Crawiford County,
iansas, by dome Authors, pp. s LOB.

120 dem.

1l1aem.

lzdldem.
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King and lewkirk who started the Zvening lews, a daily

paper, in connection with the weekly paper., ILhe papers
124
were Ifinally discontinued.

The uirard Yorld was a daily and weekly newspaper.

+t was started bty Abe Steinterger in 1895. I1ts existence
was about one year teing Iforced to quit when its equipment
was so0ld by the mortzagee to A. ¢. Lucas oi the ilndependent

125
News,

Crawford County Lemocrat was moved to sirard from

Arcadia by Zen J. sunn in 1908. 4de later moved it to

2
£ittsturyg, Aanaas.l ’

'he Crawiford County Enterprise was organized in 1916

by Thomas Zvans and Hdarry W. bouck. 1t was cousolidated

with the :irard fress in 1917.157

The sirard Leasenger, a free newspaper was started

ty John Cook in 1916. It was later sold to Harry /.

Crawiord County lemocrat was estatblished Ly J. J.

Barnes in 1918. It was consolidated in 1924 with the

12454t tsturg Hesdliznt, (May 19, 1926).

1%813em. (It carried a free sutscription list.)
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Girard Messenger., Harry W. Bousk, the owner oi the

consolidated peper, sold it to the uirard Press soon after-
129

wards.

FPostoffice

The first postoffice was established in uimrd in 1868,
Dr, C. H. Strong teing appointed the 1irst posauaater.lao
The first deily meil to arrive in uirard was on August 25,
1870,1%%

Iin 1899 the annusal receipts oif the postoffice were
%6,540.68.132 whicnh gave the office & third-class rating.
In 1905 its annual receipts were ,18,960.36 which made it a
second=-cless oifice. The annual receipts for 1912 amounted
to ¢47,546.27 which geve the postofiice a first-class
rating. At that time virard had the distinetion of rteing
the smallest city in the United States having & first-olass
postoffice. 1he rapid and enormous growth of the Appeal

133
to Reason which on different occasions required special

1291t teburg Headlignt, (May 19, 1926).

130:irara Press, (Novemter 20, 1919).
131

Ibid., (August 25, 1870).

133When the annual receipts of & postofiice are from
$8000 to $40,000 it is clessified as a second-oless office;
over 40,000 a first-class oifice.

135309 page 104,
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trains to Jarry its colossal issuesl® was the primary cause
of virard heving a first-class postofiice. After the
decline of the Appeal's circulation, the Jirard postoiiice
returned to a second-class ofiice in 1914, In 1922, the
receipts were $54,113.65 and again the office tecame a

first-class. In 192913° the receipts of the postoffice

amounted to §113,168.36.7°° This inorease over 1922
receipts was due to the enormous cook btusiness of the
daldeman=-Julius rutlishing Gompany.l37 Since that time,
the took industry along with other industries has iallen
off so that the uGirard ofiice will return to a second-class
postoffice July 1, 1933,138

Rural delivery was established August 15, 1900, with
one route. +his was increased to ifour routes iarch 15, 1901.
At present there are six rural routes., The city dslivery
was estatlished August 15, 1904, with two carriers. An
additioml carrier was added Octoter 1, 1909. Ilhe clerk

force numters seven people, iive ol whom have served for

134p1¢4gburg Headlight, (May 20, 1919).

lsﬁrhe fisocal year Ilor the postoliice begins July 1
and ends June 30.

1361t least ¥100,000 of this amount was resceived from
the HZaldeman-Julius fublishing Vompany.

197300 page 109.

1381nterview with Assistant Postmaster /. E, Baker,
(April 29, 1933).
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more than thirty years..t??

In 1929, 151,334 monay orders égbregating +445,448.65
were sold. Ilhis large sum was due to the saldeman-Julius
book tusiness. . E, Baker, assistant pos tmaster, stated
that the money order btusiness oi the sirard postoffice was
greater than that of Wichita, Lansas, for the same year.140

The Girard Postoffice was located for a numter of
years in the building just east oif the Jirard National
Bank. In 1907 the Jnited States rostoffice Department
tegan the construction of the present modern tuilding which

was ready ior occupancy September 23, lala.lél

1391nterview with Assistant Postmaster W. E. Baker,
(April 29, 1933).

40
¢ ldem.

1411nterview with Liss Ida Wasser, an employee, (May
7, 1933).




CHAPTER VI
COMMUNITY PROJECTS

fuilding and Loan Association

The wirard EZuilding and Loan As3ociation was organized
April 2, 1884. 4+t was chartered under the state law of
Kansas, April 4, 1884, for a term of ten years, Its capital
stock was 7200,000 and was divided into 1000 shares of
$200 eaoch.?!

On July 30, 1896, it was vo ted Ly the stockholders to
increase the capital stock to 300,000 and to extend the time
0ol the corporation Ilor twenty yeara.a

The stookholders met July 30, 1317, and voted to extend
the time of the corporation to 1934. lhey also increased
the ocapital stock to $600,000.%

C. @, Hawley served as secretary for the association
until September 11, 1899, when his position was filled by
William Grantham, who neld the oifice until his death in
October, 1929, Since his death, urant Winger has Ceen the

seoretary for the Girard building and Loan Association.”

lRegords of Girard Building and Loan Association.
21gem.
3L dem.
‘g

OInterview with urant W#inger, (April 16, 1933).
116

|
|
|
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Cemetery
The Girard Cemetery was located in the southwestern

part of the city by Judge lMcIntosh in the spring of 1869.
drs, Dr, L. ¥, Crawford was the iirst person to Ce buried

o

there. On December 8, 1924, the city commissioners

enlarged the old cemetery bty purchasing ten acres of land
across the road east of 1t.7

A small tax is made for the care oi the old section
of the cemetery. The new aeotioé is maintained by the
perpetual care pian, the price charged for lots provides

for this oa:re.8

Churghes
The ilethodist Church was the Iirst church to be
organized in usimrd.”? It hed twelve charter members. In
1869 the Reverend Hobert Stalker preached the first sermon
in Jirard at the home of A. A. Fletcher, on the north side
of the publiec aquare.lo =
Up to 1873, services were neld in the court house,

1] :
Amrine Hotel, school house, and iresbyterian Church, * tut

SA. 7. Andreas, op. cit., p. 1120.
TInterview 2. R. Walker, (April 8, 1933).
8Idem.

A. T. Andreas, op. git., p. 1121.

1031 storical Souvenir, puvlished ty the Lpworth League,
‘191-5) s Do

ilrdem.
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in that year the Heverend William KoWhirtl® bought the
8chool house built in 1870 ior 5300.13 The church having
only a lease on the lot was iforced to vacate when the lot
was sold in 1877,%%

In the meantime, Lecember,” 1875, the Heverend ir.
Nosh Asher had teen authorized by the church toard to
solicit funds with which fto purchase a tuilding site. 1In
1876, the present lots were purschased on the corner of
Buffalo street and Summit avenue for $450.1° In 1877, a
new cuilding was tegun which was dedicated ©ty Dr. C. C.
MoCabe of Chicago, Illinois, June 30, 1878,.16

In 1899 the church btuilding was enlarged by an addi-
tion joining the north side of the ohurch at a cost of
$1,668.50.17

During the following years, the church memtership had
grown so large that the pastor, the Reverend E. J. Gardner,

was instruoted in 1914 to solicit pledges for the erection

01 a new btuilding and as a result, work was begun on it

121. T, Andreas, op. c¢cit., p. 1121,

1sﬂistorioal Souvenir, p. 15.

l‘Idem.
15:via., p. 17.

lséirard tress, (July 4, 1878).

lvﬂistorioal Souvenir, p. 18.
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November 11, 1914.18 It was dedicated June 27, 1915, by
Eishop W. A, Quayle, L. D.19 fhe church is of the Tudor
Gothic style oi arahitectureao and was constructed at a

cost of $2’.6.000.'?'l

"The frestyterians were not far behind the .'.lethodista"22

in organizing a church. It was organized in the distriet

court room in October, 1869, wi th seven members. JLuring the

following months, various places were used for putliec

worship. In the spring of 1870, the congregation decided

to build a church tuilding. ZThrough James F. Joy of Letroit,
23

dichigan, a deed was secured iree Ifor the present lot. A

churoh tuilding was erected on it at a cost of /3000 and was

dedicated June 18, 1871, ty the leverend James L. MeClure, of

Chioago, Illinois. Yhe first regular minister was the

Reverend S5, F. MoCluna.&4

In the spring of 1888, the present trick building was

1843 storical Souvenir, pe. 19.

191via,, p. 4.
201vid., pe 25.

al&irard rress, (February 2, 1922).

221pid., (November 20, 1919).

23churoh lot i8 located on the northeast corner of
Summit Avenue and /alnut 3treet.

“%44jgtory amd Eiographical Record oif Crawford County,
Kansas, by dome Authors, pp. 191, 192.
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2
erected at a cost of §10,000.7%% It was remodelled in 1919.~6

The St. John's Episcopal vhurch was organized lLarch 19,
1870. Dr, W, 5., Warner was eleoted the iirst Senior Warden

of the chnroh.a7 ‘he first &piscopal Sunday Sohool was opened

in the school nouse, Sunday, March 26, 1870.ae Ihe first
sermon was preached on april 14, 1870, by the Heverend A,
Beattle in the public school nouse. 3Serviges were also held
in the Fresbyterian “Vhurch ior & few months until & tuilding
was erected on the southeast corner of Suffalo Street and
Summi ¢t Avenue.29

In 1882 the frame btuilding was torn down and a
picturesque tuilding of stone with stained glass windows was
erected at a cost oi atout @‘5000.30 This btuilding is still
in use,

The Baptist Church was organized with eignht members
December 16, 1871. Lhe first preaching was conducted relbruary

10, 1872, by Erother J. d. Lappin. A church tuilding was begun

“Spne Independent News, (December 20, 1900).

“6;irara rress, (November 20, 1919).

27
Rai Ba Andreas' 920 Qitn. Pe 1121,

dBGirard Fress, (March 24, 1870).

£9). 7. Andreas, op. oit., p. 1121.
Xthe Independent News, (December 20, 1300).
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in 1873 and was not completed until 1876.31 It was located

on South Ozark Street.32

ithe next builéing was finished in 1900 at & cost of
¢2500 and was located on the present site of the Baptist
Church on the corner of rorest Avenue and Osage Street.33
It was named the Kincaid kemorial Church in honor of Zugene
Kingcaid, who after serving several years as & missionary in
India, returned to sirard to spend the remainder of his 1life,
The building was built during the pastorate of Willis N.
Webb.54

The 0ld church building was torn down in 1920 and & new

85 was erected in its plece at

building btuilt oi xelas stone
a cost of 321,000.56 It was dediceted October 5, 1924, by
Dr, S, M. Brown of Lansas City, Missouri. The Reverend lr.
BE. K. Webt was pastor of the church at the time.37

The Christian Church was or'ganized38 in 1871 with

.

81,. . Andreas, op. cit., p. 1121.

3aeirard Press, (May 22, 1924).

331he Independent News, (Decemter 20, 1200).

4cirard Press, (day 22, 1924).

—_—

35 den.
%61p1a., (Cototer 9, 1924)

S1via., (October 2, 1924)

3BOrganized by J. A. Murray of Columbtus, Kansas.
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twelve charter members. They met for three years in the

public school house. 4+he members in 1873 erected a small

tuilding>®

Just north of the present high-school tuilding
which was dedicated by W. R. Cowley. The btuilding was moved

in 1878 to the present site of the Electric Mills where it

remains today as & mill building.%

4l was erected on the

In 1882 a new and lerger building
corner of Ozark and Valnut Streets at an approximate cost of
$2800.%% It was dedicated Februery 12, 1882, bty the
Reverend N. A. McConnell of Iowa.43 The btuilding was
remodelled and enlarged in 1908, under the pastorate of H. G.
Bond.44 It was rededicated by <eneral . 1. 3weeney, &
former minister of the United States to rurkay.45 Under the
pastorship of the Reverend V. E. Babb, the membership of the
church grew rapidly. In 1916, & large frame tungalow was

erected west of the church tuilding. Iater a lot and

39
Building was thirty-two by forty feet.

Wiirara fress, (June 9, 1927). A complete history of
the Christian vhurch will te found in this issue.

41
This building was thirty-four by sixty feet.

42:irard Fress, (Fetruary 16, 1882).

43Idem.

441p1a., (June 9, 1927).

4EInterview with W. B, Babb, minister of the Christian
Chureh sinee August, 1914, (Jenuary 14, 1933).
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dwelling was purchased just north of the church for an over-
flow building.46

In the meantime, rebruary 10, 1518, the church nad
atarted & tuilding fund whioh resulted in the erection of a
modern church and Sunday School building47 at the corner of
Walnut Street and Summit Avenue. It was dedicated June 7,
1927, ty John D, Zimmerman.48

The first Catholic Chureh was tuilt in 1878, "Father
Bomanzeneni is the first mentioned pastor.”®® This church
was located on the corner of Walnut and Cherokee streets. It
was torn down in 1925 and & new brick tuilding was erected
in its plaoe.50

The Christian Seience Church was chartered in June,
1902, by seven members. 1lhe first service was held at the
home of urs, Jennie Adsit of north Ozark Street. .eetings
thereaifter were held on the west side of the square until the
congregation erected their present church tuilding in 1906

at the corner of Ozark end 3t., John streets, It was

46y, E. Babb, op. oit.

4Tsrected at a cost of $75,000.

48y, E. Babb, op. oit.

49 hese facts were secured irom the Catholic Cathedral
o1f Wichita, sansas, through Sister Alphonsus, Superintendent
of the Wichita hospitsl, (April 22, 1933).

50 rara Press, (January 14, 1926).




dedicated in 1907.°1

There are two colored churches in uirard. The Second
Colored Missiorery Saptist Church according to the deed
reoord52 was probably organized in 1686. ko other records are
aveilatle on this church. In 1912, they erected in place of
en o0ld frame btuilding located on west irairie Avenue, &
modern stuceo building. It was dedicated in the fall of

3

1922.5 The Afriosn Lethodist Episcopal Churoh, located on

Osage Street, was protably organized in 1897.54

Fire Department

In July, 1881, the city council purchased a iire engine.55
It was operated by hand power and was termed by J. T. Leonard
of Girard as "a man killer".%® on April 29, 1918, the city
commissioners purchased their first automobile fire truck, s
Reo, for 32275.57 Luring the following year, & fire siren was

installed at the city lignt and water plant.°8 An American

Slrinterview with irs., A. 1. Havely, an active church
member, (April 30, 1933).

52Narran§x_heed, Book 3, 14.

931 rard Fress, (Septemter 28, 1922).

S4jarranty Leed, sook 30, 343.
o

BA. ?. Andreas, op. e¢it., p. 1122,
%81nterview with J. 7. Leonard, (April 8, 1933).
%7 Records of City Olerk, Eook D, 361.

wlbido s P 390,
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La France, a combination hose and chemical fi re truck, was
purchased by the oity éommiasioreré, April 12, 1926, for
$10,250.59 On Novemter 14, 1927, an Evinrude rump with hose
and fittings was purchased for the fire department.ao
The fighting force of the Uirard rire Lepartment numbers
ten men, who volunteer their services., They are chartered
by the State of Lansas and Ior their services they receive a
small compensation, which is used to ocarry a btlanket insur-

ance on them.61

dospital
The Girard Hospital was originally promoted by several

sirard doctors in 1913. +sailing to make it pay expenses, they
turned it over to the Jirard Commercisal Club to operate. The
Commercial Club appointed a hospital toard®® whicn was to
operate the hospital and put it on & paying tasis. This

board was to colleot $1200 per montn for a period of six
monthe from the tusiness men in order to successfully estab-
lish the hospital. The success of the toard was so great

that it colleoted only one ¥1200 assessment. The hospitel

was located in Captain Darker's residence which stood on the

%Records of Uity Clerk, Book E, 142.

%0rria., Eook B, 190.

$lrnterview with E, R, Walker, (April 8, 1933).

62Tho board was composed of W. L. Ringo and ilica Vincent,
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site now oocoupied by the United States FPostoffice building.65

In 1917, the United States Fostoffice Department
purcnased the site of the slirard hospital. This led 875
electors to sign a petition, requesting that the city commis-
sioners assess a tax of ten mills on Girard property for the
purpose of tuilding & city hOSpital.64 The city ocommissioners
granted the wishes of its citizens and on April 23, 1317,
they appointed & Zoard of Hospital rruatees,65 who were to
serve until the next regular city election %8 .fhe gite of the
0ld Central school tuilding on west Forest Avenue was

purchased for $3000, on which, a modern hospitel tuilding was

erected at a cost of $17,000.67

City Jeil
The first city jail was located at the rear oi the

present oity hall.S7 This jeil was abendoned in 1885, when
Girard tuilt e jail and donated it to the county.®? Since

that time, the city of sirard has kept its prisonérs in the

631 nterview with W. L. Ringo, (April 16, 1933).

64Regoras of City Clerk, Book D, (April 16, 1917), pp.
332-334.

65gomposed of J. W, Allison, Zd. C. Strickler, and H. C.
Leonard.

%®Recoras of City Clerk, ZSook L, 334.

57 Taem.
68Interview with E. R. Walker, (April 8, 1933).
%JRecords of City Clerk, (1885), pp. 155, 156.




sounty jails, 70

girard rubtlic Library

The Putlic Litrery of sirard héd its teginning on Thanks-
giving, 1897, when «iss Jane Addams of the Hull House, visited
sirard as the guest of her sister, Mras. S. Alice ialdeman’!
and delivered an address in the Iresbyterian Church upon
"Socisl Settlements™. In her address she expressed surprise
that the city clubs were withdout a fublie Library. Lhis
"left a very uncomfortatle feeling in the hearts of some of
the members of the Ladies Reading Club,"72

The Ladies Heading Club issued an invitetion to the
Mutual Improvement and the Sunflower Club to meet at the home
of drs., S, Alice Haldeman on January 21, 1899, for the
purpose of organizing & "City rfederation." At this m eting
it was resolved that the Iirst work of the rfederation of
Clubs would be to start and maintain a publie library.73
Permission was secured from the county commissioners,

February 1, 1899, to use the County Surveyor's room for a

putlic reading room. Zach elub took turn about in keeping

oTha city at present pays twenty-five cents & day per
prisoner.

7L&ra. darocet caldeman-Julius is a daugnter of Lrs,

daldeman,

72;aken irom the Linutes oi the Secretary of the Ladies
Reading Club which is Iiled in the futbtlic Litrary, p. 1.

3ibid., p. 2.
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the library opened one day a weex. A small fee of ten cents
per month or one dollar per year was cnarged each user oi the
library.’® :

The wirard rutlie Litrary Association was organized
January 28, 1301. It proposed to ifurnish litrary facilities
free of charge. ZRooms were engaged on the south side oif the
square, whionh were opened, April 15, 1901, by lrs. %va
Hitohell, ® livrarian.”®

In 1905 Andrew Carnegie tendered the city of uirard
$800077 with whioh to erect & litrary tuilding, provided that
the eity would maintain it at a cost of not less than 800 a
year. 1The oity was to provide a suitable site for the
building.78 The city council agreed to the proposition of
Wr, Carnegie November 27, 1906,79 A building site was
donated to the ocity by lir. Marion Coulter of uirard.8Y

"hyinutes of toe Secretary of the Ladies Heading Clukb,

Pe 3o

"yre. litchell resigned Decemter 17, 1901. The vacaney
was filled by Miss Slanche Jarren, the present librarian.

76300retar 's Linutes of the Jirmard fubliec Library
AasooiaEIon, PD. 1-7

"7 Lewis H. rhillips of sirard was largaly responsitle for
securing thnis giit.

"8Re00rds of City Clerk, Hook C, 70-76.

"9lden.

801p14., p. 76.
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The new tuilding was formally opened June 4, 1907, by
Mrs., 5. Alice Haldeman 'in oharge.e;

The Girard Library under the efiicient msnagement of
_Miss Blanche Warren nas been well equipped with execellent
reading materisl. She is ably assisted by Miss sertrude

Carpenter.

dater System

In Janusry, 1870,82 work was commenced on & public well

and by March 3, 1870, the uirard fress states, "We have a

public well 220 feet deep with 190 feet of water in it."™ At
that depth, the driller was instructed to stop. In 1881 it
was 8o dry that the public well went dry. ZThis caused a
petition to te presented by several leading citizens to tThe
eity couneil requesting a special election be held to vote on
issuing $3000 in vonds in order to drill a new well and
construct a water-work system. The election was held
September 5, 188l1. LIhe results of the eleotioﬁ'heing favor-
able, the city council contracted with C. B. Swan to drill a
well in the center of the publiec square. A five-inch hole
was drilled to a depth of 857 feet and 4 inches. At that
depth a supply of water was found that arose within 160 feet

of the surface of the ground. A pump was instaelled and a

Blseoretarx's dinutes ol the Jirard rublie Libtrary
Association, p. 119.

82 irara Fress, (January 27, 1870).
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fifteen horse-power engine was atlached and kept at work
pumping water for two days in an atteupt to empty the drilled
well, tut was unatle to do so. This abundant supply of water
let the voters of sirard to sanction the sale of $5000 wor th
of bonds June 30, 1882. Ihe proceeds were to be used in
tuilding & city water system.85 A contract was made with the
United States Wind Engine and rump Company of Latavia,
Illinois, ior an eignteen by twenty-iour feet water tank ior
¥450, a twenty-iive 1oot diameter improved Halladay Wind Mill
for $3956 and a pump for ¥2856. Ilour doutle discharge Chapman
fire hydrants for meins for $140.%% 4 two-story®® tower was
built to support the water tank. Jour cisterns with a total
capacity of 60,000 gallons o1 water were constructed, one on
each side oi the square. A six-inch water mein was
constructed around the square next to the tusiness house to
whioch hydrants were attacned,b®

fhe windmill proved impracticatle and it was soon

atandoned in favor oi steam power. vn Febtruary 26, 1893,87

831. ., Andreas, op. ¢it., p. 1122,

84J1rard fress, (August 10, 1882).

89 pirst story was used ior an engine room; the second for
& meeting-place for liremen, A. 4. Andreas, op. cit., p. 1122,

864, 1. Andreas, Oop. c¢it., p.ll22,
87Re00ras of City clerk, Sook A, 329-331.
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the engine house burned and & general meeting was called for
citizens a¢ the Court -ouse Larcen 1, 1893, at which time it
was deoided to build & new waler-wor<s sysiem in the near

iuture,e8 as the existing system had Leen unsatisiactory for

@

several years.®? OUn lay 2, 1893, the oi tizeus voted to issu
g

o

$16,000 in bords in order to build & new water-work system.
It was decided by the ¢ity council September 11, 1893, that
the new well and pump station would be losated oif the
aquaregl and on September 18, 1893, the city purchased its
present 8ite from Loren Zrown Ior e475.’2 Pe L. Crossman of
Joplin, suissouri, was given & contract to drill a well; the
first 900 feet to be & ten-inch hole and the balance an
eight=inch hole.33 ‘he well was drilled to a depth ol 900

94

feet., A8 1t was decided to use a btower system, & contract

95

was let to weorge L. Cadwell for 200,000 bricks. Fred

884 new engine house was immediately btuilt and the
damaged engine was repaired. d A

®9ecords of city Clerk, Book A, 5, 65, 158, 33l.

Prvia., p. 349.
91;515.. Pe 367.
921p14., p. 368.
93;222,

941via., p. 403,
*®Ivia., p. 369.
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llassman received the contract for the construction of the
tower for 32055.96 It was decided to tuild the tower on
801id roock. Limestone rock was used telow the surface of
the ground while sandstone rock was used for the foundation

above the surfaoe.97

un top of the tower a Louisianas Hed
Cypress tank’® was constructed.

Un June 6, 1904, the city council contracted with J. W,
Dockendorff to sink a shait eleven and one-hali fecet in
diameter so that the pumps could be set btelow the surface,??

In November, 1909, the o0ld well was extended to a depth of

100

1148 1feet and in 1929 liendenhall-Winkler of Chanute,

s 101
sansas, was awarded a contract to drill a new well.

Electrioc Flants

The first eleotric light plent tuilt in Sirard was the
Sperry Electris, “otor, and Car BErake Company which was given

the right to ereot a plant in sirard bty the city council,

962600 rds of City Clerk, Book A, 376-377.

97ivid., p. 374.

98’.L’hia tank was replaced in 1909 bty Charles liehsally of
the rittsbturg Eoiler Works, who erected a steel tank on the

tower at a cost of y2200, Itid., Book C, 256.
991tid., Book B, 455.
1001v14a., Book C, 307.

1011via,., Book B, 225,
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llarch 30, 1887.lug The name of this plant was later changed
103
to the «imrd Electric Company and it must have been

located in the o0ld ioundry tuilding as the Girard Lfress,

February 11, 1888, states that "Messers Iyler and Johnson have
removed their electric light dynamo Irom the foundry cuilding
to their own cuilding and grounds near the Crawiord County
Mills,™ 1he wirard Electric Company closed down in Lecember,

1688, as their business was unproxitablo.lu& The city gave a

tonus of ninety-six dollars to continue the service.l05

On March 21, 1890, the city counoil granted yefmiaaion
to O, T, hoal106 to erect an electric lignt plant. ide ereoted
his plan.tm7 at the east end of frairie Avenue. In 1892 the

108 I'he

plant was taken over bty J. A, Marshall, the mortgagee.

service o1 this concern was so poor that an attemptl was made in
109

December, 1892, to annul the company's franchise. It was

not accomplished, btut on sebruary 17, 1903, the voters of

¥

1023e00rds of City Clerk, (March 30, 1887), pp. 325, 326.

1031p44., (Ootober 3, 1887), p. 9.
104pne oity had only four are lizhts of 2000 candle power.
1093600rds of City Clerk, Book A, 91.

1061114., pp. 169, 170.
107The building is now used by a Jjunk dealer,.
108Re00rds of City Clerk, Book 4, 301, 302.

1091454, , p. 455.
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Girard voted to issue ;20,000 in btonds for the purpose of
constructing and maintaining an electric lignt plant.llo
Un January 4, 1904, J. A. Marshall sold his electriec plant
to the city of sirard for 33500.111 The plant of J. A,
Marshall was then moved to the water plant site where the two
were Jjointly located. Juring the same year, extensive
improvements werc made by the oitj.lla E. E. Herriman was
elected the iirst superintendent of the wimrd Light and
Water Plant.ll3

In 1919 a bond issue of y43,200 was floated. It was .to
be paid from the earnings ol the plant. JThe funis were used
to install oil bturning engines, new generators, and other
needed equipment.u4

The Girard Electric Light Plant has been a suscessaful
enterprise. It has paid most of its original cost and has
supplied electricity iree to the city litrary, city hall,

hospital, and street lights.115

-

lloRooorda ol City Clerk, cook =, 347.

1111v4a., p. 415.

112201a., pp. 417, 425, 430, 432,

113111d., p. 475,

114Jirard rress, (November 20, 1919).

1151¢4a,, (Jamary 12, 1933).
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City Office
The location of the first city oifice has not teen
ascertained by the writér. ‘he first record of its location
is found in the records of the sounty commissioners, January
8, 1891, when the city of sirard was given permission to use
& room in the county court house ior twenty years without

rent.116 lhe city ofiice was moved to its present location,

117
prior to the razing oi the o0ld court nouse in 151J. s

rarks

Higgie's Park was formerly & term applied to & tract of
land lying north oi Catalpa Street which runs west of north
Summit Avenue. In 1887 John aiggie, Sr,, began to build a
park on the west side of nis land. Lhere he constructed a
large lake with numerous islands, a shooting park, " and
everything made for pleasure seekers,"+18 on day 11, 1912,
Clay H. Burnett bought the improved park 1and11? and renovated
it. It’was thereafter called Zurnett's Park.. S}nce it is
privately owned it is seldom used ior park purposes.

In 1908 the uirard Coal Belt Sleotric Failway Company

1IGRacorda‘g£ the County Commissioners, ook ¥, 447.

17 nterview with E. R. Waller, eity clerk, (April 8,
1933). The present tuilding was lormerly owned by the Girard
Farmer's Mutual lelephone Company.

118 irara Fress, (Fetruary 7, 1889).

119

Warranty Leed, book 79, 367.
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leased a tract of wooded land east of the c¢ity from J. E,.

Raymond.lao It was opened on Sunday, ilay 17, 1508, with a

basetall game under the direction oi rrank MoNaught.lZI A
large celetration was held at the park July 4, 1308. An
unusually large orowd attended the celebtration as it was the
date set ior the iirst 1light of the Girard Airahip.lza

After the Coal Belt railroad was sold to the J, J. Heim
interests in 1509, it was allowed to decliine until it was
finally abandoned. Lhe late J. E. Raymond of wsirard tequeathed
the former park, emtracing 160 acres of land to the city of
Girard, providing that the ¢ity commissiorers would sutmit the
proposition to the voters Ior their acceptance or reJection.l23
It was thereifore submitted April 7, 13531, at & general election
to the voters who heartily accepted the generous 5i£t.124

The girard solf Clu.h126 constructed a golf course on the

120 1nterview with W. L. Ringo, (December 30, 1932).

121:irara Press, (October 1, 1908).

122Ip14., (July 4, 1908).

1233600rds of City Clerk (February 23, 1931) Book B, 284.
124

Ibid., (April 10, 1931), Book E, 288.

1250ne Girard Club was organized iay 13, 1924, with the
following officers: George I'. Beezley, president; DLr, Bert
MoKoy, vice-president; Zen Warren, secretary ani treasurer.
The olut tuilt a goli course, two and ome-half miles east of
the city on Highway No. 57 which was atandoned in favor of a .
municipal owned course; usirard Eress, (May 15, 1924).
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west part of the land which they donated to the city.

Zoothe rark was given to the Christian Church of Jirard
darch 23, 1920, bty William Zoothe of fowler, Indiana, in
memory of nis Iather and mother, lr, and Lrs, James coothe,
who had purchased tne land in the early days. 1The park
contains forty acres o1 land covered with timber. It is
located two and one-half miles west of Zimrd on Lightening
Creek. The Christian Church has made only & few improvements

in this memorial park as the donor requested that the land be

kept as it was wnen owned by hnis parents.lab

The Winston rfark located in the southwest part oi the
oity was given to the city of Girard by Lrs. Mary Ellen
Winston Raymond.lav This park contains a wading pool
presented to the children of Girard by ur., and «rs. irank 4,
Roedl28 of Carthage, dissouri, On April 13, 1lu3l, the city
commissioners accepted the giits oi the donora129 and on lay

4, 1931, they ordered two tronze tablets te placed, one at the

126 Interview with ¥, E, Babb, minister of the uirard
Christian Church, (April 22, 1933).

137H0w 4rs., Jonathan Lavis oi c-ronson, sansas.

ldamr. and krs, Zeed have tuilt a numter of wading pools
in this part of the country, wherever the city government would
maintain them,

lagReoorda oi City Clerk, —ook Z, 289.
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entrance and the other on the btuilding at Winston Park.lao

Streets
In 1885 the city couneil ordered that the public squsare
te curted and guttered with rocka.l:ﬁ1 In 1892 the square was

138 This roadted was used until 1911, when uirard

riprapped.
began to pave its main throughfares with Sarcolithic asphalt
pavement two inches in thickness on & Ilour-inch concrete
foun&ation.l35 buring the years of 1915 and 1921, many streets
were paved until Girard could boast of having more miles of
paved streets in proportion to its size tnan any other town

y §
in southeastern £ansas.

: Jewage System

On February 26, 1912, the c¢ity commissioners took the
initial steps to construct & public disposal pla.nt.155 They
condemned the land lying west oi the old section oi the Girard
cemetery for that purpose.136

By 1924, Gimrd had outgrown its diaposai piant wnich had

teen built in 1912, Numerous complaints nad been made to the

1303¢g0 ras of City Clerk, Dook E, 291.

lzlieoords of City Clerk, (October 5, 1885), p. 183
132

County Commissioners Journal, Book &G, 185.

1333000ras of City Clerk, Zook C, 421, 476.
134

Ibid., Book L, et. seq.
1351 pia., Book D, 44.
1%61gem,
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State dealth Jepartment by farmers owning land through which
the oreek flowed, that the water wes impure and was i rmful
to their stook. On idaroh 25, 1924, the city o mmissioners
at the request oif the State iHealth Lepartment, took active
8teps to enlarge and rebuild the sewage disposal plant.137
buring the following month, the city oommissioners contracted
with Zlack and Veatch oi ~ansas City, wissouri, to enlarge

and retuild the city's disposal plasv.m;.lz'8

137Re00rds of City Clerk, Book E, 76,

1381pia., pp. 80-82.




CHAFTER VII

COKCLUSION

sirard is one oi the oldest towns in southeastern .ansas
having been founded more than 8ixiy-iive years ago. Its
growth was at lirst slow due to the "Cheroxee leutral Lands
Controversy." After the land questions was setiled it grew
rapidly and in 1871 it teceme & third-class city. 4in 168l it
cecame & city oi the second class. Since tnat time iis
growth has teen intermittent, bul al no time has its popula~
tion deviated iar from the three thousand mark.

girard is to-day & model rural city in thé great west.
It i8 & thriving community that has well withstood the present
economic conditioms. The financial conditionn of the city are
better to-day than &t any other time in the past twenty years.
lhe oity has a cash talance in its treasury of nearly $25,000.
: Since 1871 sirard nas been noted for its milling industry
which is to-day its largest industrial asset, <serhaps, next
in importance is the zaldeman-Julius :ubliahing.company wnich
has sold over 200,000,000 copies oi the "Little Zlue Zooks."
As uirard is an agricultural city, the milk and cream
industry has bteen an important factor in its growth and
development .,

Althaough a small town in southeastern Zansas, the name of

lal
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girard is well known over the United States having teen
heralded throughout the country bty the largest political
newspaper in the world, the Appeal lo ieason. It was
further advertised when uJirard tecame the home ol the Iamous
"Little Zlue Zooks."

sirard is & town oi churches, nearly every important
Christian denomination is to te Iound nere. L1t possesses
an excellent school system which extends its edusational
ifacilities to more than one hundred and ninety non-resident
students. Numerous clubs, lodges, and civic organizations
are sponsored by its citiiena. +00d theatres meet the desire
of movie fans. Wodern stores supply the needs of the
shopping putblie. Surrounded by & prosperous farming community,

agirard's future is assured.



APPENLIX A

CONTRACT OF SALE OF "NEUTRAL IANDS™ T0 JAMES F. JOY

: 10 '
On Octoter 9, 1837, James F. Joy entered into a contract

with the Secretary of Interior to periomm the following

otligations:

1.

2.

That within ten days from the ratificationm of this
supplemental article, the sum of seventy-iive
thousand dollars shall te paid to the Secretary of
the Interior as trustee for the Cherokee Nation of
Indians.

That the other deferred payments speciiied in said
contract shall be paid when they respectively iall
due, wi tn interest only from the date of the
ratification hereof, the said sup;plemental article
also stipulating that it is further agreed and
distinetly understood that under the conveyance of

the Cherokee Neutral lands to the said American

Emigrant Company with all tenificial interest therein,

as set forth in said contract, the said company and

their assignees, shall ta<e only the residue of said

lends aiter securing to the actual settlers the lands

to wnich they are entitled under the provisions of

the seventeenth article and amendments thereto of the

said Cheroxee treaty oi August 11, 1866, and that the

143
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proceeds of the salesa of said lands so occupied at
the date of said treaty by actual settlers, shall
incur to tne sole tenefit oi and be retained by the
Secretary of Interior as trustee for the saia

Cherokee Nation of India.ns.l

lDeed Record, Sook C, 49,50.
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APPENLUIX B
CHARITER OF THE TOWK OF GIRARD

The State of XKansas In the frotate Court

Crawford County and ifor said Crawford County
In the matter ofi the Incorporation of the lown of sirard.

And now this tenth day of Novembter, 4. D. 1869, was
presented to the Court the sfetition of C. w. Hawley, S. A.
| Weir and other inhatitants oi the Town of Girard setting forth
| the metes and bounds of said Town and praying that they may be
incorpomted and & police established for tneir local govern-
| ment and the care of tneir publie grounds, and the Court being
] satisfied that a majority of the taxatle inhatitants of such

Town have signed such petition and that the prayer of such

Petitiomers is reasonable, it is ordered and declared by the
Court nere that the said Town of Girard in County of Crawford

State of £ansas be and the same is hereby incorporated and

the following is designated as the metes and tounds thereof
to wit: The whole of the Lorth hali of section numter twenty-
four (24), Township number twenty-nine (29), Range number

twenty-three (23) in said County of Crawford.

And it sppearing to the Court that the following named !
persons, inhatitants oi said lown, possess the necessary ‘
qualifications according to law, they are hereby sppointed ‘
the first Soard of frustees of said Town of Girmard: viz, i

145
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W. E. Blandon, L. F. Crawford, James Hull, N. Sinnett, and
D, W, Burnett.
D, 8. MeIntosh

Probate Judge.

Copied from Records of
frovate Judge, Nov. 14, 1871.
Journal A, rage 32.

Il hereby certiiy that the above and foregoing is a true
copy of the original order of Incorporation on file in the
oifice of the Irotate Judge oi the County of Crawford State
of Kansas.

Seal
A. U, Cook
City Clerk.




APEENDIX ©
' MAYORS OF GIRARD SINCE 1871

‘I seorge HRyan, J. E. Haymond, xhomaa Fing, James loMurry,
Jo Reffer, M. Rotinson, I. V. Barker, Joseph Ennis, John
Tontz, B. H. Brown, P. J. Ping, J. U, Barker, Wm. uardner,
C. H. Burnett, W. H. Ryan, id. &, Vineent, A. Burns, L. P.
Houghton, 5. B, Sauer, J. E. Walsh, J. J. Storey, E. 8.

Geitskill, C. A. Clark, George Detgen, C. A. Clark.2®

363e00rds of City Clerk, (1871-1933).,
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APXENDIX D
IETTER 70 GIFARD FRM COLOMEL CHARLES A. LIKDBERGH

Aboard the Spirit of St. Louis

On Tour,

To the City of uirard:
Greetings:

Because of the limited time and the extensive itinerary
of the tour of the United States now in progress to encourage
popular interest in Aeronautics, it is impossitle for the
Spirit of S5t. Louis to land in your city.

This messege from the air, however, is sent to you to
express our sincere appreciation of your interest in the tour
and in the promotion and expansion of commercial aeronautics
in the United States.

We feel that we will be amply repaid for all our effort
if each and every oitizen in tne United States cherishes an
interest in flying and gives his earnest anpport.to the air
meil service and the estatlishment of air ports and similar
facilities., 1The concerted eifiorts of the csitizens of the
United States in this direction will result in america's
taking its rightiul place within a very short time as the

148
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world leader in commercial flying.

Charles A. Lindtergh
(Signead)

Harry ¥. Guggenneim, fresident oi the Laniel Juggenheim
fund for the promotion oi aeronsutics. William P. WeCracken,
Jr., assistant secretary of Aeromasutics, Uepartment of

Commerce.
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AXPERVIX B

REPORT OF J. R. RAMSEY 10 THE CIPY COUNCIL

Fo. 1.

Located in diggie's Frark.
Depth, 015 1/2 feet.

iwo feet ol coal at 472 feet,
Small flow oi gas at 487.ieet.
Kississippi lime at 508 iecet.

No. 2.

Located on urubter's farm,

Leptn, 683 feet.

Iwenty inches of coal at 212 feet,
Iwenty inches of coal at 231 feet.
Twelve inches oif coal at 519 feet.
Yo gas was lound,

Uississippi lime at 547 feet.

Ko. 3.

Located on Nixon's farm.

Lepth, 533 feet.

Light vein of coal at 98 feet.
WLight vein of coal at 230 feet.
Mississippi lime at 521 feet.
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Well

Well
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lo. 4.
Located on Adamson's farm.
Lepth, 507 feet.
No coal or gas was found.

Lississippi lime at 494 ieet.

No. 5.

Located on Leearn's farm.

Lepth, 507 feet.

iwo feet of coal at 261 feet,

Light gas at 270 feet and 310 feet.
Light oil at 115 feet to 130 ifeet.
disaissippl lime at 550 feet.

No. 6.

Located on Chas. Peak's farm.,
Lepth, 5456 feet,

Ko g&s or o0il iound in this well.

Uississippi lime at 506 feet, +

lc;jx_OIGrk's decord, ~ook I, 444.




APYERVIL F
A SHORT BIOGRAPHICAL SKETCH OF JULIUS AUGUSTUS WAYIAND

Julius Augustus ‘ayland was born April 26, 1804, at
Versailles, Indiana. 4&e was lhe youngest child of a family
of seven children; four oifi whom and the iather died from an
epidemic of cholera when Julius was only threet years oi age,
leaving him to experience & cnildhood oi poverly. <e attended
8ohool less than two years. On April 10, 1870, he Cecame &
printer's "devil" and finally an editor and owner oi a smll
country newspaper. 4in 1877 he married .iss Ltta Levan and
moved to Harrisonville, Wissouri, where hLe Cought an interest
in & local Lemocrat paper, the Hegister. The partnership soon
terminated as /ayland was & Reputbtlican. de then started the
Cass News which developed into & leading Republican pa,per.2

During President dayes' administration ne was appointed
postmaster of HLarrisonville. After his term expired he sold
the Cass News and returned to Indisna where he Ctought a former
publicition of his in 1881. Zsinding that his "old home wasn't
the aamo."3 he sold out and moved to fuetlo, Colorado, in

1882, VWayland now entered the job printing tusiness and his

lkanses City Star, (November 11, 1912).

a‘. w. Rioxer. _0_20 Git.. PP« 1=%1.
SIwma., p. 21.
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"one~hoss print shOp"4 as he called it soon made him rich.
He Iurther increased his wealth Ly several good real estate
investments.5

In 1890 Vayland was given & socialistic pamphlet bty
William Bradford, an English shoemaker , under whose tutoring
he beqame a devout socialist. In explaining this change,
Wayland says, "I saw & new lignt and lound what I never knew
existed,"® Zy this time Vayland was considered wealthy and he
was peculiar in that he always demanded gold and never trusted
a tnnk7 with his money, saying that the American btanxing
system was "rotten".®

Wayland now tegan the study of finance and as a result,
he tecame convinced that the country was about ready for a

iinancial panic. 4He proceeded to sell all his property. "I

80l1d at less than the market and soon got the reputation that
I had lost my reason.,"? However, within a few months, the
panic of 1893 was in full swing.

In 1893 ‘ayland began to putlish socialistié leaflets

%), W, Ricker, op. oit., p. 3.
5{2&2., Pp. 22-23.
6_I_b_1_g. . PP+ 2324,
7;3&5., Pe 26.

8Ibid., this was also verified by J. 1. Leonard, a Girard
tanker, see

Y. . W
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which attempted to show the cause of the panic. This idea
led him to estatlish & socialist newspaper in february, 1893,
at ureensburg, Indiana, where ne woﬁld te close to the large
industrial centers. ;But elmost iram the first my greatest

oiroulation for the Coming Nation went to California,"”

This experience taugnt him that the location of nis paper had
little to do with his circulation. ZThis was the day of the
fopulist movement and sucscriptions for the Coming Lation

rapidly came in until it had 65,000 subaoribers.ll

Wayland and nis family were ostracized by the citizens of
ureensburg. +his beoamé 80 unpleasant that he decided to
establish a Socialistic colony in 1894 near lennessee City,
rennosaee.l2 which was later called the "Ruskin Colony“.l

He also moved his Coming hation to "Ruskin". Wayland wi thdrew

from the colony July 22, 1895, tecause he nad "discovered

that unless people are held together by some religious or otlher

bigotry those communities fail. They iail because recalcitrants

can invoke laws of the land and overrule the laws of the

o::lony."l4

loA. wo RiOKer, 22- Qito. PP‘ 6\8, 2:’.
1livia., p. 30.

l2Kansas City Ster, (March 22, 1901).

131v1a., (November 11, 1912).

lqlbid., (December 6, 1896). This is a direot quotation
of Mr, Tayiand as given in an interview to a Star reporter.
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On August 31, 1895, he tegan {he putilication of the
Appeal to Heason in :.'au_a-a.s City, Aigso uri, whieh he discon-
tinued in Cotober, 1896, until he ocould lind & suitable rural
community where nis overnead expense would be low. Glirard,
Kansas, was selected for the Appeal's new home, and on
February 6, 1837, the Iirst issue was putlished there. g

Ur., Wayland was married April 10, 1901, to .iss Pearl
dunt of sirard, his first wiie having died Ootober 5, 1898.
His secornd wife was killed June 9, 1211, in an automobile
accident .16

On Lovembter 11, 1912, ur. '.‘Ia.yland,. aliter attending a
sirard theatre, commnitted suicide bty shooting himself wuich
was attrituted to despondensy and anxiety over governmental
law suits that were pending against nim. Zefore his death,

Vayland had written in his copy of Zellamy's Looking Lack-

ward,” "The Strugsle Under the Competitive System is not

worth the Effort, Let it Fass,">®

155, W. Ricker, Ope. git., p. 33.
®1r14., p. 33.

:HL book picturing ke Iuture co-operative society,
Ibido' b 0. i

18 nterview with Vaelter Wfayland of usirard, a son of
J. A, "ayland, (Janusry 28, 1933).
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distory and Elographical HZecord of Crawford County, Kansas
y Home Au%Eors, Chicago: Ihe Lewis rublishing GCO., 1905.
Kansas History. Edited by srank W. Blackmar. 2 volumes.

Vhicago: Standard Iublishing Co., 1912, A Cyclopedia of
State History.

Rickers, A. W., Leaves of Life, Girard: Appeal to HZeason,
1912,

JAGALZINES AND NEWSPAPERS

American uercury, "The Appeal to Heason," by weorge Milturn.
IT (June, 1331), 359-371.

Appeal to Reason, uirard, Kansas, 1895-1923. ',

The Crawford County Enterprise, sirard, <ansas, April 27, 1J16.

Fort Scott rress, Fort Scott, sansses, kay 1, 1869.

wirard rress, cirard, sansas, 1869-1933.

Independent News, wirard, Lansas, lecemter 20, 1900,

Kansas City Star, sanses City, dissouri, 1896, 1901, 1912,

Fittsburg Headlight, Pittsburg, sanses, May 19, 1926.
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OIHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION
PERSONAL IKTERVIEWS

Babb, W, E.

Baker, W, E.

Bosie, Lmmett
Boyd, V. C.
Crawford, H. J.
Gole, H. D.
Davidson, Ffrank B.
Decker, Ernest
Eddy, William L,
Blridge, W, J.
Fenimore, J. A.
@erken, ired A.
Grant, R. T.
Haldeman-Julius, E,
Harlan, J. H,.
Havely, lirs, A. T.
dewitt, C. A.
Jenkins, d. B,
Kammerling, irs. Herman
Leonard, J. T,
MoFarland, irs. Atha
iloKee, Zack

Magie, darry




159
Miller, Mrs, R. G,
fotter, ur, W, X,
Potter, lirs. W, K,
Quarton, Rohgrt
Reckeway, William
Ringo, W. L.
Roderick, lirs., Charles
Rogss, E. G.
Schifferdecker, W. E.
Slawson, 4. G.
Soudry, . B,
Strubble, llax
Walker, E. R.
Warren, :zen
Warren, Fred D.
Wagser, liss Ida

Wayland, "alter

Winger, urant
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