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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study is to give the story of the
first twenty-five years of Webb City, Missouri, "The Town
That Jack Buillt," and the background for the formation of
this typical midwestern mining town,

The material for this study has been collected from
libraries, histories, newspapers, photograph collections,
scrapbooks and other souvenirs treasured over the years, and
personal interviews with formerly prominent mining men and
descendants of the early settlers.,

Thé historical sketch of Webb City has been made under
three chapters: (1) the early history of Webb City; (2) the
industrial and economic development of Webb City; and, (3)
the educational and social development of Webb City.

The early settlement of this locality is but a repetition
of thousands of others; the same trials, the same privations
were here to be overcome which had always met those who have
led the advancing hosts of civilization. Those who blazed
the pafhway of civilization of this locality were mostly from
Kentucky and Tennessee. The study shows how this agriculture
frontier was suddenly replaced by that of mining and traces

the economic, political, and social growth of the community.
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CHAPTER I

THE EARLY HISTORY OF WEBB CITY

The story of the devslopment of Webb City, located in
Jasper County, Missouri, is full of exciting incidents and is
important because it tells a story of progress, and perpetu-
ates the name and deeds which have helped to mold the destiny
of what was to become, soon after the turn of the century, the
richest zinc district in the world, Webb City is the central
directing point of the ten-mile deposit starting in Oronogo,
passing through Webb City, Carterville, Johnstown, Prosperity,
Porto Rico, and ending at Duenweg. ‘The story of Webb City 1s
told in the following crude poem found in the Webb City High
School King Jack Year Book for 1922:

Sometimes it is a farmer that you'll see;
And yet again a miner it will be.
The farmer enters first and tills the soll,
Then sows the grain and harvests in the spoll -
When to the front the miner makes his way,
Then the merchant and manufac turer have their
say.
It is the story of Webb City I'd have you
know,
Of glories past and good old days of yore,

Location

"Country of the Six Bulls" was the earliest name known
to have been affixed to the region of which Webb City was to
be a part, The origin of the name is somewhat involved in

mystery, but the most plausible explanation is that given by



Judge John C. Cox,1 one of the pioneer settlers of Jasper
3

County.2 Even though Cox was a mere lad,” probably eight to
fourteen years of age,h he well remembered Edmund Jennings
giving his description‘of a locality in Missouri upon his re-
turn to a community in Tennessee where Cox lived., Jennings
had lived for about fifteen years on peaceable terms with the
Indians in the far west in the "Country of the Six Boils,"
His pronunciation of the word "boils" was so corrupt that his
listeners took it for "bulls," It was with difficulty that he
made himself understood at all, He explained he referred to
six boiling, bubbling streams that traversed the region., His
description of the region including Cow Skin, Indian Creek,
Shoal Creek, Center Creek, Spring River, and North Fork was
as accurate as given by anyone fifty years later. According
to Cox, lidentification was so clearly established that no
doubt remalned that this section was no other than present
Jasper and surrounding counties.5

The Missouri State Legislature approved an act January,
1831, which provided that "all that territory lying south and
west of Crawford County, which is not included in the limits

lAn Illustrated Historical Atlas Map of Jasper County,
Missouri (n.p.: Brink, McbDonough and Company, I§ 57 s s
TCited hereafter as Brink, Atlas.)

2Malcolm G. McGregor, The Biographical Record of Jasper
County Missouri (Chicago: The Lewis Publishing Company, 1901),
59. icited hereafter as McGregor, Jasper Co, %

3Brink, Atlas, 1ll,

uMcGregor, Jasper Co., 59.
SBrink, Atlas, 1li.
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of any county shall bé attached to said county of Crawford
for all civil and military purposes, until otherwise provided
by 1&w."6 Green County was formed out of the territory tem-
porarily attached to Crawford County in 1833, In 1835 Barry
County, including what was later to become Lawrence, Dade,
Barton, Jasper, Newton, and McDonald counties, was cut from
Green County. From the western part of Barry, Newton Cgunty
was created in 1839; this included the region that was to be=-
come McDonald, Jasper, and Barton counties.7 An act of the
Missourl Legislature, spproved Jamuary 29, 1841, created from
the northern part of Newton County "a separate and distinct
county to be known by the name of Jasper."8 In 18,45, a strip
three miles wide was added to Jasper County on the south, and
in 1855 Barton County was created from the northern sections
of Jasper County.9
The area of interest in this study, Webb City, located in
the southwestern part of Jasper County in the northern part of
Joplin Township, grew from the farms belonging to four pioneer
settlers, William Armstrong Daugherty, Dr., David M. Whitworth,
Elijah Webb, and Jabez Tall Foster Hatcher, The Daugherty and

6McGregor, Jasper Co., 12,

T1pid,

8Ibid.

9
Joel T. Livingston, A Histog% of Jasper County Missouri
and Its People, 2 vols, (Chicago: e Lewis EIIshing Company,
I912), I, L. (Cited hereafter as Livingston, Jasper Co.)
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10

Whitworth land lay in the eastern part of range thirty-three;
the Webb and Hatcher claims, in the western portion of range
thirty-two, 1t

Early Settlers

To the locality now known as Webb City came Elijah Webb
from Overton County, Tennessee, in 1856, and settled near the
head of Turkey Creek where a large spring supplied his water
needs, He brought a few slaves with him, but it is not known

12

what became of them, The Webb Cemetery east of Harmony

Grove Church site 1s on the old homeplace.13
The next year a son, John C, Webb, entered 200 acres of
1andllt where the town, Webb City, was lald out.l5 By this
time Webb had increased his land holdings to half a section
never dreaming that the land for which he paid the government
a few hundred dollars would yield him a snug fqrtune.16 The

Webb City Souvenir gives the location of this original town

site as "on the southern and western slopes of thé Moon Range

10510k, Atles, 52.

1ltpid., Lh.

2
Personal interview with Era Price Hatcher, June 13,
195l., (Cited hereafter as Hatcher interview,)

13Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 212,

Wrpia,
15

Brink, Atlas, L9.
16

Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 212,




John C, Webb, founder of Webb City.

From portrait hanging in the Central
Methodist Church of Webb City.
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of the Ozark Mountains in Southwest Missouri."17 A cousin
of John C. Webb, Thomas Webb, settled jJust north and west of
the present Mount Hope Cemetery about the same time that John

C. Webb started his homestead.18

In August, 1857, Jabez Tall Foster Hatcher of Overton
County, Tennessee, settled just south of the present city of
Carterville., Mrs, Hatcher was a sister of John C. Webb., The
few slaves which they brought with them became free people as
a result of the Civil War and did not remain in the immediate
region.l9

Before the Civil War the population of Jasper County was
almost wholly of southern birth, and quite a number of her
citizens were slave owners, Politically the people were Whigs
or Democrats, the Democrats being in the majority; on the ques-
tion of secession the people divided almost equally. After
the beginning of the war bitterness between the two sides in-
creased, and it was not long until hostilities broke forth in
the county.zo

When Governor Jackson of Missouri, a Southerner, called
for volunteers to defend the state during the Civil War, John
C. Webb responded by joining the State Guard, At the expira-
tion of hig term, he entered the Confederate Army.21

17The Webb City Souvenir (Carthage: The Carthage Press,
1%01), I,

18Hatcher interview.

191p14.

2OMcGregor, Jasper Co., 17.
21Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 212,




During the entire course of the war the county became a
field for almost constent irregular fighting, wholesale rob-
bery, and useless destruction of property. All civil govern-
ment was suspended, and the county was not permanently under
the military control of either army. Especlally was this true
of the western two-thirds of the county. These conditions
forced nearly all the inhabitants of the county to join either
one army or the other or leave the county entirely., Many went
to Texas and settled there permanently. Those of Union sympa-
thies went to Kansas or farther north.22

In July, 1863, a company of Federal troops killed Jabez
Hatcher® and burned his home.zh Thomas Webb and his son
met their deaths at the hands of the guerrillas in 186L|..25
Those killed were southern sympathizers., Invading troops did
not disturb the homestead of John C. Webb, and he returned to
the county after the war to take up farming again.26

The return of peace found Jasper County almost depopu-
lated. Mail routes and post offices had been discontinued,

and the courts and all local civil government, suspended.

Those who had been Union men during the wear were now Republican

22McGregor, Jasper Co., 19.

23Ward L. Schrantz, Jasper Count g Missouri, in the Civil
War (Carthage: The Carthage Press, 1923), 2lib. (CIFeE—Eere-
after as Schrantz, Civil War.)

IHatcher interview.
25gchrantz, Civil War, 250,
26Hatcher interview,
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in their politics. Bearing arms or sympathizing with the Con-
federacy disfranchised many Jasper County residents.27
William Armstrong Daugherty28 end Dr, David M. Whitworth29

came to this area from Overton  County, Tennessee, where they

had known the Webbs and Hatchers, and settled in 1867 to the
west of the present city limits. The Daugherty land lay

north of that belonging to the Whitworths. The Daughertys made
only a brief stop before going on to Texas, where they remained
about a year before returning.30 A former Negro slave and her
son and daughter would not leave Daugherty when he set them
free; they followed him to Missouri, to Texas, and back to
Missouri again, After the formation of Carterville, Daugherty
moved to that town and obtained a small house in the southwest
part for the faithful Negroes. Every morning at six o'clock
they appeared at his place to work, After a time the son com-
mitted some indiscretion, and Daugherty gave him one hundred
dollars with the instructions not to return., The Negro family
attended the South Methodist Church of Carterville; this was
most unusual since Carterville has always had the reputation

of not allowing the sun to set on a Negro. When the old mother

died, her funeral service was held in the church, and she was

27McGregor, Jasper Co., 23,
28Livingston, Jasper Co., II, S57h.

429McGregor, Jasper Co., Tle
30 '

¢ Personal interview with Lee Daugherty, Sr., June 18,
1953.



buried in a winding sheet according to her instruections. The
daughter later died in Carthage.31 Dr, Whitworth was one of
the few doctors in the area and was much in demand. Starting
on his circult each Mbﬁday morning, Dr, Whitworth did not see
his family again till the following Saturday or Sunday evening.,
His practice took him north to Oronogo, or Minersville, east

32 Today

to Carthage, and south to the present Diamond area,
by automobile any point of Dr., Whitworth's circuit can be
reached in about thirty minutes., In the years 1856 to 1873,
the coming of the Webb, Hatcher, Deugherty, and Whitworth fami-
lies formed the nucleus of a population which later became the

citizenry of Webb City.

Discovery of Lead

In the early seventies another farmer, named Carter,
tilled the soll aspproximately one mile east of Webb's place.
It was 6n his land that the town of Carterville originated
simultaneocusly with the building of Webbville, Webb City;
these two locations became the "Twin Cities.," It was hard to
tell where one ended and the other began except for Ben's
Branch lying in the valley between the two towns;33 the

business districts were then and are now only one mile spart,

31Hatcher interview,
32personal interview with Mrs., George (Whitworth) Ober,
June 27, 1953,

33Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 219,
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During the development of the two towns, civie leaders made
several unsuccessful attempts to consolidate them.Bh

It was Ben's Branch that played an important part in the
discovery of ore on the Webb place in June, 1873, E. T. Webb,
son of the founder of the e¢ity, told John Potter, a Sentinel
linotype operator, how his father had discovered ore, Webb
made a habit of going down to the branch to visit with the
Oronogo ore wagon drivers, who stopped there to water their
horses on the thirty mile trek to the Granby smelter which
was the only one in the area., One day he noticed a shiny
rock-like object in one of the deep ruts cut by the wagon
wheels., Could it be lead? Indeed it was leadl35

The popular story of the discovery of lead states that
Webb plowed up a falr sized chunk of lead while working in
his cornfield. Jasper County histories dated 1883, 1901,
and 1912 repeat this story with slight variations,

It is possible that both stories are correct since the
watering place was on Webb's land,36 and corn grows normally
on the bottom land which would have been along the branch,

Webb took the chunk of lead to W. A, Daugherty for in-
spection; it proved to be lead, At Webb'!s request, Daugherty
entered into partnership with him to sink.a shaft and develop

3)'LWalter Williams, The State of Missouri: An Autobiography
(Columbia: Press of E, W, Stephens, 190L), .

35Persona1 interview with John Potter, July 11, 1953,
36Ibid
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The John C., Webb homestead at the
founding -of the city. From the Webb
City High School King Jack Year Book

of 1922,
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the land.37

They obtained 1little success as it was impossible
to keep the water out of the shaft.38 The next year Webb put
in his crops as usual, After gathering them he purchased a
pump and other necessafy equipment to "beat the water."39
People in Jasper County mining area knew very little
about pumps in those days. Thé early ones were literally
horse powered; a relay of about seven horses, each working in
two or three hour shifts, was required to keep one pump going.uo
After draining the ground Webb and Daugherty began the
work of cribbing the shaft, In sinking the shaft to a con-
siderable depth, they struck no lead excepting a stratum not
more than one inch thick. In 1874 Webb became discouraged and
sold his interest to Granville P. Ashcraft.ul However Webb
d1d not sell his land but leased it to other miners for a
percentage of what they :t’ound.!*‘2 His policy of keeping the
land was wise, for he was soon able to leave the farmhouse
and move into a fine brick residence which, surrounded by ex-

tensive grounds, became the heart of Webb City on: the rise
west of Shprvalbbyitd

37Hatcher interview,
38Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 219,
391pid., 212,

uoPersonal interview with J. B, Gibson, June 7, 195&
(Cited hereafter as Gibson interview.)

Blrsvingston, Jasper Co., I, 219.

b2ya1ter B, Stevens, Missouri the Center State 1821-191%5,
u vols, (Chicago: The S. J. Clarke Publishing Company, I§I§5,
s 59. (Cited hereafter as Stevens, Missouri,)

uBHatcher interview,
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The John C., Webb brick home built in

1875. Later known as the Burgner place and
then the Register building and was razed in
the early 1920's., The bullding faced east
on Wébb'Street; next door north of the
present Elks building. From the Webb City,

city office photograph collection,




1l

Soon after Ashcraft, an experienced miner, purchased an
interest in the mine, he set a charge of powderuu which caused
the platform in the shaft to be literally covered with great
chunks of lead, The shot opened up entrance to a cave-like

L5

pocket which was almost a solid pocket of lead, During the

second day of work the miners hoisted a chunk of lead weigh-

l6 This was the beginning of the min-

ing over 1,000 pounds,
ing activities in the Webb City vicinity; the miners who came
to work the place settled around the mine forming the first

population of what was soon to be the "Twin Cities." Within
two years the area had changed from a quiet farming community

to a bustling mining camp,.

Municipal Development

Not only was John C. Webb the discoverer of lead in the
Webb City area, but around his name centers the early develop-
meht of Webb City as well,. It was he who platted the town
from his original farm acreage; sold lots; donated land for a
church and a school; built the first hou.s!e,l"'7 and later the
first brick house;l"‘8 erected the second hotel,h'9 the first

huLivingston, Jasger Co., Ty 219,
hsIbid., 220,
k61p14., 212,

u7Ibid.
L3
F. A, North, ed., History of Jasper Coun Missouri
(Des Moines: Mills and Company, 18837, %I? (C i%;d hereaf ter
as North, Jasper Co.)
Yrni1a;, 613.
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church building, the first bank;so and took a great interest
in the development of the town until his death from consump-
tion at the age of fifty-seven, in 1883.51
Webb platted the town of Webbville July, 1875,°> and
Elijah Loyd surveyed the area on July 26, 1875, Records
dated September 11, 1875, show the town contained eight streets,
seven alleys, and seventy-two 1ots.53 Webb reserved a block
for a church and a school site.su Ashcraft purchased a large
number of city lots, bullt the second house in Webb City, and
lived there for the next thirty-five years.55 Newcomers bullt
scOres of houses that summer and moved in many from neighbor-
ing towns.56
The next year, 1876, five additions to the city were re-
corded as follows: Webb's first edition August 2l;, 18763 Webb's
second edition September 1, 1876; Andrew McCorkle's addition
October 23, 1876; Bolen and Beecbe's addition October 30, 1876;
50tenrietta Crotty, ed., A History an Boonomio Survey of

Webb City, Missouri (Webb City: The Webb City Daily Sentinel,
1937), 5. (Cited hereafter as Crotty, Webb City.)

51North, Jasper Co., 651,
52Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 212,

53North, Jasper Co., 609.
5LLI.ci.vingston, Jasper Co., I, 212,
55Ibid., 21k,

56Personal interview with Henrietta Crotty, June 20, 1953,
(Cited hereafter as Crotty interview,)
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Map of the original town site,
From the Brink, Atlas, 1876,
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and Pittsburg Mining and Smelting Company's addition November
9, 187657

The town had grown to such an extent that during the
presidential campaign'of 1876 the county court designated Webb
City as a voting precinct; 241 votes were cast, 195 of them
for the Democratic candidate.58

"In December, 1876, W. A. Asheraft, 0. Jacobs, James
Smith, J., E. MeNair, and R. A. Sterling, acting under authority
of an expression of the citizen taxpayers of the place, drew
up and presented a petition to the county court praying for
i.ncor-por'ad:ion."s9 The court granted incorporation, and the
above mentioned men by appointment became trustees, The
board held its first meeting at the office of F. Bruen on the
evening of Dgcember 11, 1876, and drafted the first ordinances
of Webb City.éo

Because of the many needed improvements, the trustees
levied a tax slightly in excess of the constitutional limit.
Since the city taxes could not be levied and collected until
the regulér time of assessment, the trustees, anticipating

returns from the city tax levy, hired policemen and other em-

ployees and paid them in city warrants., When the time came
57

North, Jasper Co., 610,
58Liv1ngston, Jasper Co., I, 21,
5North, Jasper Co., 610.
6OLivingston, Jasper Co., I, 215,
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for collecting the tax, votérs contested the levy. At the
trial the court declared the tax levy to be illegal. As a re-
sult, the city government did not receive the anticipated reve=-
nue for 1877 and 1878, City warrants went down to fifty cents
on the dollar and the wheels of government for a time almost
stopped. It was impossible for Webb City to collect its first
taxes until it incorporated as a city of the fourth class in
1879, %%

James E. McNalr, selected as the first mayor of Webb City
by the trustees, resigned after serving one month to become the
first postmaster when that office was esta‘blished.62

Other business of the first board of trustees was the se-
lection of L. Marx as the city marshal.63 His services were
soon in demand because of the arrest of James Missick which
resulted in the "Blunt Raid" of January 25, 1877, Marshal
Mafx and his deputy placed Missick of Carterville in the city
jail for drunkenness. A party of.Missick's friends came from
Carterville to Webb City and attempted to take the prisoner
from jail, Not succeeding by forceful means, the§ procured
bail and the party réturﬁed home with Missick, Four friends,
bent on raiding Webb City, returned on the following morning,
During their morning stay they hung around the saloon and

threatened the mayor and police. That afternoon seven returned

6lrp14., 216.

621p14,, 215,
6
3North, Jasper Co., 610,
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and galloped through the streets at full-speed, firing pro-
miscuously at people on the thoroughfare, The raiders shot
Uriah Fishburn, "Monkey-wrench" Jones, and several other by-
standers but killed none. The marshal shot a horse from
under one of the raiders., He then rode to Oronogo and tele-
graphed to Sheriff Beamer at Carthage for help, That evening
the sheriff and two hack-loads of special deputlies arrived
from Carthage; meanwhile the raiders had departed, Officers
arrested a number of men for complicity in the affair and
took to the county jail at Carthage two who could not give
bail., There they overpowered the jaliler, escaped, and were
never retaken, George Hudson, who had given ball, was to be
tried for shooting Fishburn, Since Fishburn died in a mining
accident the very morning of the trial, the court freed Hudson
for want of evidence, Justice finally caught up with Hudson;
he was killed by a sheriff in Colorado while resisting arrest.6
The same year saw a general bullding boom with six more
additions being added to the town.és During the year 1877,
active citizens organized the Webb City School District and
built the first school house, a two-story frame structure con-
taining four large rooms.66
Until the close of the decade of the eighties, Webb City's

only protection from fire was.the bucket brigade brought into

64Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 218,
65North, Jasper Co., 610.

66Livingston, Jasper Co., I, 218,
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service for the emergency of the moment and without any recog-
nized chief to control or command.67

In 1877 the down town area was a collection of shacks and
old type frame buildings of Hollywood style depicting frontier
days with an occasional sporty wooden sidewalk, The lay of
the present downtown streets can be traced from Easley's 1877
picture collection.68 There was only one large brick house
standing on the prairie, the Webb home, later called the
Burgner place and still later the Register Building.69

The area on the slopes of Moon Range of the Ozark Moun-
tains in southwest Missouri, settled by a group of Overton
County Tennesseans, the Webb, Hatcher, Daugherty, and Whitworth
families, became prdminent with the discovery of ore on John C.
Webb'!s property. The problem of keeping the water out of the
mines caused many disappointments, but when pumps were secured,
the mining progressed rapidly. In a short time the area was
transformed from one of farming to that of mining, The coming
of the miners necessitated the establishment of law and order;
that resulted in the formétion of Webb City, Missouri, incor-

porated as a city of the fourth class in 1879,

67Ibid., 301.

68 V-
1877 picture collection belonging to Harry Easley of
Webb City, Missouri,

69Personal interview with Mrs, Alice (Creswell) Rozell,
July 19, 1953, (Cited hereafter as Rozell interview,)




CHAPTER II
INDUSTRIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT OF WEBB CITY

The incorporation of Webb City in 1876 made possible the
rapid industrial and economic development of the town. Be-
cause of the discovery of lead in 1873, on the farm of John
C. Webb, miners moved into the district. The town was plat-
ted and businesses established to sult the needs of the ever-
increasing number of miners. In time miners discovered zinc,
This ore increased the value of the mines and enticed more
miners to seek their fortunes in the newly developed mining
region. The mines made Webb City. Since the value of zine,
commonly termed "jack," materially added to the wealth and
growth of Webb City, the miners gave Webb City the appellation
of "The Zinec City" Er "The Town That Jack Built." In the
Zinc City opportunities were unlimited and unexcelled. The
poor man of today became the rich man of tomorrow; often luck
took him from a shack to a mansion of megnificent proportions.
A man could obtain a lease on a small amount of ground and
perhaps make a strike almost immediately, or again work for
years at a great outlay of time, effort, and money and find
nothing. Many who were almost penniless became wealthy,

Often some of these lost all in another mining venture; others

were lucky and made more in a similar venture. The mines,
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as whimsical as Lady Luck, "made" or "broke" men; they made
rich men poor, poor men rich, or poor men remained poor,

The steady flow of the rich minerals, lead and zinc, made
many wealthy men; they Became the town's citizens and further-

ed the progress of Webb City, "The Town That Jack Built,"

Mining

The mines of Webb City not only brought wealth and a
nickname to the town, but they gave character to its general
appearance. A glance in any direction from the town revealed
their importance and their pilcturesqueness., At the end of
most streets were glisteﬁing white mountains of chat or tail-
ings; back of these were other chat piles, row upon row lost
in the hazy distance., In the summer their whiteness reflected
the sun's rays and heat; in winter they became snow-capped
mountains, Centered here and there among these man-made moun-
tains were the mines,1

Far seeing mining men bought as much land as they could
and leased all avallable acreage. They divided their pur-
chased and leased ground into lots and leased or sub-let it
to individual operators or to small companies.2 Out of
these leases and sub-leases developed the Center Creek Mining

Company, Sucker Flat, and the Eleventh Hour Mining Company.

lpersonal interview with Harry B, Hulett, July 18, 1953.
(Cited hercafter as Hulett interview.)

2Gibson interview,
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The first mine shaft sunk in Webb City was dug by J,. C.
Webb, W. A. Daugherty, and a wandering miner named Murrell,
This shaft was later named Pump Shaft Number One of the
Center Creek Mining Company. Before the turn of the century,
this shaft produced ore worth more than $500,000, When the
Center Creek Company began operation in 1877, on the former
Webb farm area between Webb City and Carterville, only lead
ores had commercial value. When the miners struck zinc ore,
the supposition was that the lead had "played out"; the owners
then abandoned the mine. Since lead was discovered in shallow
ground generally, it was not considered profitable to sink
through the lime rock, which underlies all of this land;
therefore no mining was done in the lime rock except where
it was found in open or boulder formafion.3

The early mines wére shallow, only fifty to one hundred
feet deep. A term used for such mines was soft ground, or
disseminated deposits. The soft ground deposit was a big
body of ore in soft ground which had to be timbered., The dis-
seminated was a high faced deposit, sometimes oné hundred
feet, caused by underground streams flowing around lime bluffs,
Until the nineties prospecting was done by digging test
sha.ft'.sz.br

In the early days of mining the method of work was very
primitive. The handwindlass and the horse-hoister were the

3mhe Webb City Gazette, February mumber, 1899, III, No.
1, 21. (cited hereafter as the Gazette.)

uGibson interview,
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Number one pump station for the

Center Creek Mining Company. The photo-
graph was taken looking southeast towa?d
the Missouri Pacific Railroad Station in
the late 1880's,

The wooden flumes conveyed water
from the pumping plant to the several
hand-jigs then on the land. The flumes
did not remain water tight, resulting in
icicles along the leaks, From the Hulett

photograph collection,
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Sunshine Lamp
Actual size .

The fuel for the lamps was kept in "sunshine"
parrels in the ground. The sunshine was paraffin
mixed with a little kerosene. The spout contained
a cotton wick which had a sixteen penny nail thrust
through it. The burning wick was fed by the paraf-
f£in melted from contact with the heated nail. A
hook fastened the lamp into a fitting on the miner's
cap. The lamps were in general use until the turn
of the century. Photograph taken from an actual

lamp furnished by the courtesy of Harry Tarrant,.




only powered devices to elevate the ore to the surface; to
separate the mineral from the barren rock laborers used hand-
jigs.5 The hand-jig was a box six feet square and three feet
high., Hung inside this box was a screen, an iron sheet with
small holes punched it; a pole, extending ten or twelve feet
out, was attached to the screen., The operator of the hand-
jig stood near the center of a board placed on two stones.
This allowed the board to give easily with his rhythmic move-
ments as he worked the end of the pole up and down. He placed
- erushed rock containing ore on the screen and allowed water
from a flume to run over it as he repeatedly "jiggled" the
contents of the screen. This forced the ore to sink to the
bottom of the box through the screen while the foreign mat-
ter stayed on top. To keep the jig operating at the correct
speed was an art not easily acquired. Because the pace of
jigging was grueling, the jig man "rested" by loading or un-

6

loading the ore box, Hand-jigs were still used by some
Indepondent mikise kil Wb 1ate niABELE By this time
most of them had glven way to the great concentrating mills
which formed a central milling agency for a number of small

mines. At this time the Center Creek Company had ten

Soevaonsl intbrview with S11 Rogers, June 27, 195,
(Cited hereafter as Rogers interview,)

6Personal interview with Harry Tarrant, June 25, 195,
(Cited hereafter as Tarrant interview.)
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A primitive horse holster.
From Klondike of Missourl (J. E. Lockwood, Agent), Carnegile

Public Library, Joplin, Missouri,
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concentrating mills,7 the first one erected in 1885.8 The
company also owned and operated one custom crusher and one
tailing mill on its 210 acre lease.9

About 1880, the mine owners realized that the little,
black, rosin-like substance, assoclated with lead and called
"Black Jack", or zinc, had a commercial value. This ore be-
came more valuable to the <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>