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ABOUT THE AUTHOR . .

Moliere (Jean Baptiste Poqueiin, 1622-1673) is one of
the most skillful and inventive comic dramatists of
all time. He served his theatrical apprenticeship with
the I1lustre Theatre touring France for 13 years as
actor, dramatists and manager doing plays after the
Italian style. In 1658 Louis XIV was so impressed by
one of Moliere's farces that he granted special
permission for the troupe to remain in Paris.
Moliere's satires were so popular that he remained
secure in royal patronage for the rest of his 1ife.
He created a number of court plays for which Lully
wrote the music, but eleven of his comedies secured
his immortality as a comic genuis.

ABOUT THE MUSIC . . .

No doubt the music of Lully would provide the most
perfect period accompaniment for any play of
Moliere but we have chosen the more baroque Bach as
rendered on the Moog as more expressive for
contemporary audiences.

ABOUT THE PLAY . . .

Written in 1669, Tartuffe reaches the peak of
artistry in the neoclassical mode. Here, within the
restricted frame of one room, one day, and one main
story, Moliere has created an excellent comedy of
character.

The plot of Tartuffe can be divided into five stages:
The demonstration of Tartuffe's complete hold over
Orgon, the unmasking of Tartuffe, Tartuffe's
attempted revenge, the foiling of Tartuffe's plan,
and the happy resolution. The scene in which Orgon
hides under the table while Tartuffe attempts to
seduce ETmire, Orgon's wife, is one of the most
amusing in all comic drama. The final resolution
has been criticized as overly contrived, but it is
emotionally satisfying since it reestablishes the
norm. It is performed more often than any other
play by Moliere.
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THE TIME: 1669 in Paris, France

THE PERCE: A room in Orgon's home

The play is in 3 acts with
two 10 minute intermissions.

We want to thank all individuals and organizations
who have loaned properties or in any other way
assisted with the preparation of this production.
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The Department of Speech and Theatre is an organi-
zational member of the Association of Kansas
Theatre, Mid-America Theatre Conference, and

American Theatre Association.

COMING ATTRACTIONS - - SUMMER THEATRE

SUGAR July 1-10

HEAVEN CAN WAIT July 13-19

THE BOY FRIEND July 22-31
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