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YIELDED TO PRESSURE Is Kansas Ready for This Action?

TSTNECILEGES MY 2

T B B DEGREES

-fPerm sion Given . by State
Board of wnts.

q:ﬂa, Havs. and Pittshurg
" Schools Granted Permits. No
i Action on K, S, A, C. Request.

| The state board of regents yes-

,'{%y approved the application of
) hree, state teachers’ colleges

to be permuted to isBue Bachelor
of Arfs degrees. A delegation of
‘business men from Manhattan
.asked the board to grant the same
privilege to the Kansas State Ag-
riculfural college, but no action
was taken on the reguesl at yes-
terday’s meeting.

The new order creates four state
universities, Kansas university be-
ing the only state institution here-
tofore granting the A. B. degree.

of faculties and course of studies
by the teachers’ colleges to pro-
vide the A. B. degrees for those
students desiring them. Tt was
not said wliether or not additiona!
expense would be incurred, but
students of the educational system
have predicted a higher budget
for each of the teachers’ colleges
as a result of the additional de-
gree.
| Under the . new order, students
at‘tendlug the Emporia, Pittsburg,
or Hays Teachers' colleges, may
stully for their A, B. degrees while
_pursuing courses. for other de-
.| grees. or for teachers' certificates:
.| The convenience was put forth as
one of the needs for the higher
|rating by the colleges.
| The salary budgets for Lhe edu-
cational institutions were ap-

creases over the last year, it was
‘said by members of the board.
. ‘TD BE (}ONGRATUL.-‘LTED'
Pittsburg, Xan.,, June T7.—(A.
P.)—President W. A. Branden-
‘burg, of the Pittsburg Teachers'
‘college tonight said the state board
©of regents was to be congratulated
| upon its decision today empower-
the three teachers colleges to
grant bachelor or aris degrees.
'he president said it would not
be necessary to change the curric-
ulum’ of the college to grant the
degree and only a slight rearrange-
of student schedules will be

There will be a new arrangement |

[ proved, but showed little or no in- |

|
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“&In granting to the state Teach-

™ =
N

O~

i

—ers’, College the right to confer the
“bachelor of arts degree, the board
“of regents appears to have suc-
“cumbed to pressure by the Cham-
“bers of Commerce of the school
“towns concerned, altho one of the

“prominent members of the board|
‘declared at a recent meeting that ’

=it was not a Chamber of Com-
~merce matter but an educational
“matter that was being considered,
“affid voiced resentment that ﬂ'
“should bhe made a town boosting
~proposition.

“The new order

ka Capital in znouncing the deci-
“sion of the regents. The full sig-
~mificance of that

“ed appropriations are asked by the
‘normal schools to enable them to
live up to their responsibilities as
“AB. colleges. Statements now
made that the schools will need no
.additions to their faculties to com-
ply with the new order doubtless
will be forgotten by the men mak-
dng them before the next legisla-
;ure convenes.
. It is“significant that President
‘Butcher, who heads the leading
‘pormal school of the state at Em-
Doria, did not join in the request
for authority to confer the A.B.
“degree, ,
~ It is also significant that at
Hays the state has constructed an
e2ducational plant which has never
‘been used to its full capacity. Log
Tolling in the  legislature rather
than any educational need, brought
-that about.
~ In making an order thus revis-
ing the state’s system of higher
sducation, the board of regents al-
“most certainly has contributed to a
situation that will call for further
revision in a few years in the in-
“terests of the people who must
pay the bills of higher education,

creates four |
‘state universities,” says the Tope- ||

statement will |
“appear later when greatly increas-||

The action of the Kansas board of regents
in extending the power of the three teachers’
colleges of the state to award the degree of
bachelor of arts has more the appearance of a
political trick rather than a move founded upon
an intelligent understanding of the educational
requirements of the state. Such action should
have followed only alter a very careful
survey of the situation as it pertains to Kansas.
That would have been the course of any ordi-
nary business institution before taking such a
scrious step in the way of expansion.

The action of the board of regents has much
the appearance of the “rush act,” and of being
founded upon the sectional pride of the colleges
involved. The action of the board no doubt is
highly satisfactory to the friends of the three
ieachers’ colleges—at Emporia, Pittsburg and
Hays.

But what about Kansas? The action means &
demand for more revenues to maintain the
standard to which the three schools have heen
lifted. The action of the board means that the
state either must rob its state university and its
agricultural college in order to make up the ad- -
ditional funds, or else the state must appro-
priate more money. For many years the ex-
penses of the state schools have been a big
burden on Kansas taxpayers. At eyery session
of the legislature the really great problem has
been to get appropriations sufficient to keep
the schools at the standard already fixed.
IKansas hardly knew that the question of per-
mitting the three colleges to award the bach-
elor of arts degree was being contemplated.
The board of regents were not in harmony on
the subject. The authority on which the action
was taken was granted by a vote of only four
members of the board of vregents. It was
rushed through over the protest of those mem-
bers who thought it unwise to take hasty
action, It was voted by men whose terms on
the board are soon to expire. ;

The Star has no Interest in the matter other
than the interest of all the educational insti-
iutions. The Star desires merely to call the
attention of the people of the state to the sit-
uation as it exists, and the decislon must rest
with them, If Kansas desires to enlarge its
educational institutions and is willing to meet
the additional expense, then the action of the
board of regents is not so serlous. But if the
state has been rushed into a situation agalnst
its will merely to satisiy the local pride of the
communities where tne scheols arve located,
then the action of the board is a serious mat-
ter.




THE REGENTS SHOULD RE-
CONSIDER,

In granting the State Teachers
Colleges the vight fo grant the de-
gree of Bachelor of Arts the Board
of Regents have, in the opinion of
the greal majority of competent
educators, made a mistake which
they should fake early ogeeasion  to
correct,

From time Immemorial, a5 the
Reglster has previously pointed out,
the A. B. degree has been conferred
only by colleges of the liberal arts
and stiences. It does not belong to
professional or technical or voca-
tional schools for the reason that
such scheols do not, and if they are
properly managed should not, carry
the broad cultural courses of in-
struction which are understood to

" have been foilowed by one upon
whom the degree of Bachelor of
Arts is rightly conferred. There is
no more reason why a normal
school should confer the degree
than there is why a medical sehool
or a school of technology or a
echool of law or of engineering
should confer the degree.

In discussing this guestion some
time ago the Register remarked
that in taking this action the Board
of Regents was in effect creating
four State universities, and that the

inevitable result would be either to !

carry on all these institutions, in-
cluding THE University on a star-
vation basis or enormously to in-
crease present  expendifures. ‘In
support of this statement the fact
was noted that the current appro-
priation for the Sfate university is
£1.853,443.94 (exelusive of fees) while
the appropriations for the Slate
Teachers Colleges are as follows:
Emporia $434313.88, Pittsburg $417,-
63102, Hays $240,815.67 (also exelu-
'sive of fees). With the Teachers
Colleges raised to the rank of Col-
leges of Arts and Sciences, as they

virtually arve by this action. is it|

to be expected that they will long
be content with the modest appro-
priaions they are now receiving?

From some quarters has come the
(answer that already the teachers

‘colleges are giving courses which
entifle their graduates (o receive
the degree of Bachelor of Arts. If
that is the case then these colleges
have expanded their courses a way
beyond the limit that was intend-

ed by the law which ecreated

be called to s ALLe

and the Regents, instead of encour-|the propesal was brought to the

aging them fo still wider expan-!
sion by authorizing a degree which
does not belong to them,
have required them to bring their
courses within the intent of the
law.

It 15 extremely significant that

President Buteher of the old Btabc.[tio_n and render an opinion upon

Normal School at Emporia, the
parent of all the others and the
most important. did not join in
the request of the other
colleges for authority to eonfer this
degree. Neither did President Far-
rell, of the State Agricultural Col-
lege; join in the request. If these
experienced and able educators do
not consider the degree properly
belongs to their schools, or that it
is necessary (o give adequate
standing to their graduates, is not
their judgment entitled to greater

welght then the opinion of the!
town boosters. who are responsible

for the pressure, most of it at
least, which has been brought to
bear upon the Board of Regents?

We do not refer to “the pressure
of the town boosters” in any criti-
cal sense. To boost his-town is the
business of the town booster. But
why have the boosters been so ac-
tive in this case? Obviously be-
cause they believed that if the
right to confer this degree were
bestewed upon the colleges in their

midst more students would be at-
tracted to those colleges. But more
students mean more professors,
and more professors mean bigger
appropriations. How does the eag-
erness of the boosters in support
of this measure accord with their
argument that no additional appro-
priations would be involved? If no
additional appropriations were in-
volved would they be so much con-
cerned? . It is no reflection upon
the chambers of commerce of Pitts-
burg: and Hays that they should get
busy in support of a proposal that
will bring more State money to
their towns. The reflection is upon
the Board of Regents that yielded
to this pressure. Every f{riend of
all our State schools protests most
vigorously against the introduction
of politics into the management of
these schools. But is not the intro-
duction of commereialism into this
management equally intolerable?

There is another feature of this

teachers |

attention of the Regents some time
ago one member of the Board pro-

should: posed that the Government be ask-

ed to send ome or more experts
from the Federal Division of Edu-
cation to Kansas to make a care-
ful survey of our educational situa-

the desirability or otherwise of the
suggested change in policy. The
suggestion seemed to meet with ap-
proval. But it happened at a meet-
ing of the Board that two mem-
bers: were absent, both of whom
were understood to be against the
change. Thereupon the demand was
made that the matter be pul. to a
vote then and there. So the vote
was taken and the proposal was
declared carried with four mem- ||
bers of the Board voting for it and
three against it. If the two absenb
members had been present thelr
votes would have been cast in the
negative and the proposal would
have been defeated five to four.
That the vole should have been
forced when it was seems unfor-
tunate to say the least. It smaeks
too much of snap judgment. A
measure of such importance as a
complete and revolutionary change
in the educational policy of the
State certainly should mot have

been acted upon except by the full
Board. Since it was acted upon un-
der such circumstances it would
seem to be clearly the duty of the
Board to reconsider the whole mat-
ter at an early meeting at which
all the members can be present. If |
a matler so vitally important as
this Is to be acted upon by a board
of only mine members, thenw the
people of the State have a right at |
least to insist that all of the nine
participate in the decision.

change of policy which deserves to




o= : > are. If they will take a look al

S e } the latest Webster's International
JUST swmmm} room' they will find that A, B, stands for

able-bodied’ seaman.

'I‘I;e_MI:}mlmP ‘muses in the “The Chanute Tribune needn't be
'Goncmdis ‘Blade: alarmed about the expense of addi-
“The board of regents doesn’t tional courses. All that will be
‘seem to have made itself very necessary is a couple of new
popular with Kansas editors when swimming pools. That won't hit
it granted to three state institu- the taxpayer so hard. And if it

tions of higher learning the priv- does, what of it?"”
ilege of aw d[ng the A. B. degree.:
k ago this department | (©Q LLEW A, RIGHTS

ras on Lhe verge of writing &
st gtng—e{l orial gc:n the' auh'jfet.' Theree state teachels So?l%es at
iad intended to say something Emporia, Hays and Pittsburg Mon-
Kansas Aggie school which {day had authorization by the Kansas
ants to give an A. B. Man- [board of regents to issue bachelor of
-has undisputed standing larts degrees. 'sxe 'qso
and, for many of its courses, en- | Favorable action on the matter was
joys an international veputation. |taken by the regents at a meeting in
But that isn't enough. Manhattan |Topeka, Saturday. No action was
g, it appears, an inferiority | taken, however, on a similar applica-
complex, and it must needs try to ltion in behalf of the Kansas State
be sometiing which it isn't. Well xoieyltral college at Manhattan.
‘had intended to quote the Bmporia Heretofore, only one state educa-
Gazette which said something ||\, o) nctitution, the University of
about perfectly good teachers’ col- ‘Kansas, has authority to hsue the
leges turning themselves into di- A, B. d,egree 5
plbsmly | A0 W, Yers going This action by the board of regents
:o qugtiot!::a(::?n ;:::e 'I;?Zﬁeujn should mean a greatly increased
ol : scholaul-.m to the Teachers' colleges

new courses and acquiring ne 2
faculty members to teach Vles:' and_southeast ¥'opgas Wik probably

courses. We were, at that mg send more st_udent_s ' :
nvinged that one institutmnm__ -
perly equipped to confer the B
 degree was about all one i
could manage; and we had int *
ed to say so in no uncertain mt‘\
- “But =omething came aling
which demanded immediate atien-
tion, a kind of rush order for in-
dignation. And we shelved o
hoard of regents idea. Then »
unexpected intervened. We |
ticed where the University !
Minnesota had tried to deprive |
co-ed of her A. B. degree beci |,
ghe couldn’t swim 106 miles |1
Avas it 108 feet?), and because
couldn’t fall into the water w
out choking. All of a sudden |}
dawned on us that the trouble w|j
Kangas editors is that they dc¢|!
know an A. B, degree when they
see it. They are lahoring under
the delusion that it has something
to do with the fine arts, that some-
how four years of preparatory
Lalin are involved and then a
choice between scanning the odes
of Horace or riding a pony thru a
year of Greek. They think it has
something to do with majors in
- French literature and minors in
sek philosophy with seminars
whil you never attend. But that'a




GONGRATU LATiONB.

© The State Boardof Regents 18 tof|
e congratulated on voting to give

the Fittshurg St.a.te Teachers’ Col-
lege the privilege of conferring the
Liberal Arts degree upon such stu-

dents as meet the customary re- |

quirements. Their action is certain

1o redound to the benefit of south-
eastern Kansas.

According to Professor W. A.
PBrandenburg, president of the

~ Pittsburg college, fully half of the

/ﬂ / ?30'

graduates of that college haye been
meeting the Tequirements for the
A, B. degree, without the college
being able to confer the degree up-
on them. XEnowing of the college's

- handicap in this respect, prospec-

iive students have been discour-
aged from enrolling, and have en-
iered other schoole which prom-
jded students such a degree when

they earned,it. The action of the

Regents will no doubt attract many
additional students to the Pitts-
burg State Teachers’ College.
Prior to this action, the Univer-
sity of Kansas was the only state

_gchool that could award the Liberal

degree. About five years ago
the former bhoard of administra-
tion, in charge of the siate schools,
gave the teachers’ colleges the
privilege of awarding the degree,
‘but shortly afterward, when the
‘hoard of regents took control of

"X the state institutions, they rescind-

ed the action of the' old board.
Under the new ruling the 1931 sen-
jor class at Pittsburg can receive
the new degree.

‘Since that time the state schools
have been working for the return
of the privilege. They have re-

. mlized that they were al a disad-

tantage, In view of the fact that
such institutions as the University
of' Wichita, McPherson College,

8 Park College, Sterling College, Col-
lege of ¥mporia, Southwestern
w College, Baker University were

‘vonferring the Liberal Arts degree.

It will not be necessary, accord-
jng to Prof sor’ Brandenburg, to
ndd to, or substract in the least
from the curricu
burg college. A slight differenta-
Q!on of work, he says, that is, giv-
ng the student permission to se-
lect his work along certain routes
Tor the A. B. degree, and along
bther routes for the B. S. degree.

The actlon of the Board of Re-|

‘kents puts the Pittsburg college
tbreast of other educationa] insti-
lutfons of the middlewest, and puts
¥ in a position to attract students

R bl et ok e e Vol | S YY) R i (]

- of the Pitts-

The Pittsburg szate Tea.;:hars

Pollege as well as the Board of Re-

ents, deserve congratulations,

b\i@“

:

guestion will not be content to let
\thc new degree mean so little.

el =5 S
A, B,

tion to give their graduates the
degree of A. B. The regents, we
hope we do them no injustice, so
ted to avoid alienating the fac-
ulties, students and friends of the
three colleges in question. Their
action will cost them little or
nothing hut it will the taxpayers
of the state, we believe, for years
to come. f

Off-hand it might seem that all
there was to awarding the degree
of A, B. was to award it. The di-
rect expense is nothing more than
that of pr:nu.ng 3laghtly differ-
ent type of diplo; g2l ‘and the direct
result to the graauate, so far as
obtaining a job is concerned, is
equally negligible, But it is the
indirect cost that counts.

The authorities of the schools in

They will insist, and in a sense

uite properly, that their A. B.'s

e equally as valuable and backed
hy equally as good instruction as |
those awarded by any other uni-
versities. And that will mean
new courses added to their curric-
ula, new professors to feach the
new courses and new buildings to
house the new professors to teach
the nmew courses. All of which
will cost money. And old John J.

* Taxpayer, as usual, wIIl be called

on for it.

e |

The state board of regents has 0
granted the privilege to three|s
-state institutions of higher educa- |1

= e e e e T

MORE A. B. =

Theve is, of course, another side
beside that which The Tribune has ||
upheld in one or two recent edi-
torials on the matter of permit- |
ting the state teachers colleges to

--—nge their graduates A. B. degrees.
QFrom President W. A,

Branden-
burg of the college at Pittsburg
comes information which the pe-~
titioning institutions used to sup-

ort the request they made of the |
state board of regents. "Three
principal points were made. First
that the colleges in question al-
ready were giving work which was
the equivalent of that leading to
the A. B. degree so that the per-
mission to award that degree
would involve mo new courses or
additional expense. Second, that
many mnormal schools in other

states alveady are entitled to ecall T

their graduates A, B’s. Third,
that many  colleges (principally

small denominational ones) require |
little language work and permit a

considerable amount of normal

school subjects in their course

leading to A. B. degrees.

Our inference from Dr, Branden-
burg's points is that the A. B. de-
gree as indication of the comple-
tion of a classical education doesn’t
mean much in a good many col-|
leges any more and so it ‘can make
very little difference whether a
few more institutions are empow-
ered to grant it or not. 'The pre-
vailing opinion seems io be that
the A. B. degree should be nothing
more than proof that the recipient
of it has been enrolled in some col-
lege for four years, and so we with
draw all of our previous criticisms.
Who are we to stand in the way
of the juggernaut of progress?
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