Pittsburg State University
Pittsburg State University Digital Commons

Electronic Theses & Dissertations

8-1939

History of the Scandinavian settlement in Lincoln County, Kansas

Katie Marie Peterson
Kansas State Teachers College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd

Recommended Citation

Peterson, Katie Marie, "History of the Scandinavian settlement in Lincoln County, Kansas" (1939).
Electronic Theses & Dissertations. 127.

https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd/127

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Pittsburg State University Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Electronic Theses & Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Pittsburg State
University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@pittstate.edu.


https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Fetd%2F127&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd/127?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Fetd%2F127&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@pittstate.edu

HISTORY OF THE SCANDINAVIAN SETTLEMENT
IN LINCOLN COUNTY, KANSAS

PORTER LIBRARY

| A Thesis Submitted to the Graduate Division in
Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements for the Degree

of Master of Sclence

By
Katie Marie Peterson

KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE
Pittsburg, Kansas
August, 1939




APPROVED:

Thesis Advim‘W
cratrann o masts somveoil s cezal Plovz e

Chairman of Graduate Council




TABLE OF CONTENTS
Page
INTRODUCTION...C.C...'0............"........l..’.......'. 1
CHAPTER
Io CAUSES OF IMMIGRATION #6000 0 S Q0 NN PO N 5
Reasons for emigration--Selectlon of Kansas
II. PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION O OO PP PE T SN EEBRS 14
Acquisition of land--Difficulties and dangers--
Weather conditions--Other trials and priva-
tions--Founding of Denmark--Economic develop-
ment and growth
III. SGANDINAVIAN INFLUENCES ..'.....0.......OOQ...C.... 55
Religious-~-Educational--Social and cultural--
OQutstanding individuals--Economic and
Political=-=Noral
IV. RECENT HISTORY OF THE SETTLEMENT .ceccesocccccsccss 52
Economic conditions--Social and cultural
development-=Growth of Denmark--The World
War--Leaders of today--Character of the
people
BIBLIOGRAPHY 0.0......0....0....00.0...O;0.0....l....... 62

APPENDICES ® 2000000 P PP OO NSEOE NN NP e 66

ii




ABSTRACT

This study is a history of the establishment and develop=-
ment of the Scandinavian‘settlemeht in Lincoln County, Kansas.
This settlement 1s one Sf many such groups in Kansas, but no
history of this group has been written.

The causes for the migration to America, the reasons for
the selection of Kansas, and the social, cultural, economic,
and religious development of the group are interesting and
have been emphasized in this study.

While all the Scandinavian nationalities are represented
in the settlement, particular attention is given to the
Danish group, as their settlement was dominated to some
extent by the religious motive, which has influenced social
and cultural development of the community.

The period of the greatest growth and development was
during the first three decades of the settlement's history.
For this reason emphasis has been placed on this period in
this thesis. The history of this period is interesting
because it was the ploneer period of the settlement, and the
"story of the settlers' struggle with frontier conditions is
an inspiring one. The recent history of the group is typlecal
of that of any agricultural community in Kansas.

The State Census records and the Patent Records for
homestead claims were important sources of primary material.

Since more than ninety per cent of the settlers homesteaded
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land, the patent records of land claims furnished important
information regarding names of settlers, dates of the filing
of claims, and the location of claims. As the county
archives were destroyed when the courthouse burned in 1898,
school statistics and deed records which would have furnlshed
valuable material were not available.

Other sources of primary material were interviews with
and letters from the original settlers or the children of
the founders. Contemporary newspapers furnished valuable
material on the educational and social development of the

settlement.
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INTRODUCTION

Lincoln County--named for Abraham Lincoln--is located
near the center of the state in the third tler of countles
from the Nebraska liné. There are six counties between 1t
and the western boundary of Kansas and seven countles between
thé eastern boundary of Lincoln and the eastern boundary of
Kansas. It is bounded on the north by Mitchell County; on
the east by Ottawa and Saline Counties; Ellsworth County lies
to the south; and Russell and Osborne Counties bound it on
the west.

The county has an area of 720 square miles and is com=
posed of twenty toynahipa.l The Scandinavians reside in
Orange, Marion, Vesper, Indiana, Battle Creek and Grant
townships. The Scandinavian settlement in Grant township
has been the incentive for this study.

The county 1s traversed by the Saline river, which flows
in a southeasterly direction. Ité chief tributaries are
Wolf, Spillman, Elkhorn and Prosser Creeks. The Spillman
Valley is the site of the chief Scandinavian settlement in
the county. AQ it was a wooded valley, it had a specilal
attraction for the Immigrants. Enough wood was found to

justify the erection of a steam saw mill in Grant township.2

Lonaries R. Tuttle, Centennial History of the State of
Kansas, 1876 (Lawrence, Kansas, 6), Do E

2Ibid.




A flour mill was erected on the Saline river, which proved
to be a valuable asset to the pioneers. Magnesian limestone,
sandstone, mineral paint and potter's clay are found in the
bluffs along the streams.® A fair quality of coal, which
the early settlers found to be of much value was found in
some sections of the county. The chief resource, however, is
the rolling prairie land which was especially desirable for
agriculture.

It is believed that the French under de Bourgmont, who
passed through the region in 1724, were the first white men
to visit the county.4 Pike's expedition crossed the south-
western corner of the county in 1806. Hunting parties often
visited the region during the sixties, but it is believed no
permanent settlers came until 1865.%

During the sixties the Arapaho and Cheyenne Indian bands
roved through the Saline and Solomon Valleys, where they
committed many depredations against the settlers.® As a
result a detachment of the Seventh United States Cavalry

under Colonel Benteen was stationed on the Schermerhorn

Sprank T. Blackmar, editor, Kansas, a Cyclopedia of
State History Embracing Events, Institutions, Industries,
Counties, Cities, Towns, Prominent Persons, etc.( 2 vols.
with supplementary volume, Chicago, 1912), II, 164.

41v14., p. 162.

S1bid.

SChristian Bernhardt, Indian Raids in Lincoln County,
1864-1869 (Lincoln, Kansas, 1910), p. 25.




ranch in the southern part of the county for several months
in 1868.7

The legislature passed a measure creating a county unit
in 1867, but it was unorganized territory until 1870.8 The
unit was attached to Ottawa County for revenue and judicilal
purposes and was called Lincoln township.

The county government was perfected in 1870 at which
time the county commissioners divided the region into four
townships. In 1871 the county officers met on the open
prairie and declided on a location three miles east of the
present c¢ity of Lincoln for the county seat and called it
Abram. Citizens in Lincoln Center opposed this and petitioned
for an electlion to determine the county seat site. At the
election held February 19, 1877, Lincoln received 232 votes
and Abram 176. On April 1, 1873, bonds in the amount of
$4,000 were voted for the construction of a court house,
which burned in 1898; the present building was erected in
1900. The loss included practically all the records of the
county to that date.®

A branch of the Union Pacific Rallroad crosses the
county in a nearly due east and west direction. It offers

an outlet to the main line of the road at Solomon. Another

"Blackmar, op. cit., II, 163.

8paniel Webster Wilder, Annals of Kansas 1541-1885
(Topeka, 1886), p. 454.

9

Blackmar, op. cit., p. 163.
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branch line, the Salina Northern, offers access to Salina.
Until the recent era of improved roads, the county has
been seriously handicapped by this lack of transportation
facilities.

Population growth was repid during the first decade of
settlement, because only a small portion of the county was
railroad land, thus giving the homesteader an opportunity
to acquire free lend, 10

Lincoln County is an agricultural region, with wheat
being the main crop. Sorphums are raised for feed as cattle
raising is the second important industry. There were many

orchards in the county before the recent drought years.

1OE. N. Barr, Souvenir History of Lincoln County

(Topeka, Kansas, 1908), p. 51.




CHAPTER I
CAUSES OF IMMIGRATION

The Scandinavians have long been noted for their maritime
accomplishments, but the prevailing belief that the seas
provide their only source of livelihood is an erroneous one,
for many of the Scandinavians are lovers of the land and have
made their hilly, niggardly soll produce under normal con-
ditions, a satisfactory, if not an abundant living.

Agricultural conditions are not always normel in the
Scandinavian countries, a fact the Scandinavians learned to
their sorrow during the years 1865 to 1868. The conditions
that prevailed during that perlod account for a large part of
the Scandinavien immigration to the United States, for a
series of droughts during those years drove thousands of them
to the United States.l The crop failures of the drought
years caused a severe famine in the "north countries." Many
of the older Scandinavien citizens in Kansas have vivid
memories of the great famine of 1867 and 1868 in the old
country. It was so severe that the agrarian population was
impoverished and the urban population was left jobless; both
faced starvation and want. They sought relief in America,
"the land of plenty."

The agrarian distress was aggravated by the economic

1Florence Edith Janson, The Background of Swedish Immi-
gration, (Chicago, 1931), p. 222.
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crisis which gripped northern Europe in the sixties.2 Over
speculation in farm lands for several years previous to this
time finally resulted in a period of low prices which de-
stroyed the real estate market and caused a general business
upset. The unsettled condition of all Europe, &s a result of
the wars of 1864 and 1866, also disturbed business conditions.3
The defeat of Demmark by Germany and Sweden's fallure to come
to her neighbor's aid had reduced the political prestige of
the northern countries throughout Europe, and seriously
affected the financial conditions of the Scandinavien nations.
These adverse condltions reached & climax the year followlng
the restoration of peace in the United States. The result
was a general migration from Scandinavia to the new world

that reached such proportions that the Scandinavian govern=-
ments were alarmed.

A severe crop failure in Norway caused thousands of
Norweglans to aeék new opportunities in America. Norway lost
a larger percentage of her population than any other Scandil-
navian nation except Iceland.? Almost a third Af Denmark's
colonists migrated to the United States. Many Danes from
the provinces that Denmark lost to Germany left because they

did not care for German military service or because they

21b1d.
S1bid., p. 223.

4Charles and Mary Beard, The Rise of American Civiliza-
tion, (2 vols., New York, 1930), 1L, 141.




disliked German rule. Financial conditions in Denmark had
been seriously affected by the war, and this combined with
political dissatisfaction over governmental policies during
the war caused many Danes to join the swelling tide of emi=-
gration. Sweden also contributed its quota. The Swedish
migretions begen in the middle sixties and continued unabated
for more than a decade.® Every county in Sweden was repre-
sented in this tide. During the period 1861 to 1865, 10,429
Swedes entered the United Stetes. This number was increased
to 80,491 in the years 1866 to 1870.% The conditions under-
lying this wholesale exodus were about the same as those
affecting Denmark and Nérway. An American historian wrote
that "Before half a century had passed the Scandinavians in
the United States were equal in number to one-fourth of the
combined population of Denmark, Norway and Sweden."?

Another very subtle and effective cause of migration was
the advertising éarried on by steamship and emigrant companies.
Nearly all the large steamship lines advertised freely in the
Scandinavian countries. The Hamburg, Cunard, Inmen, Allan
and National steamship companies all competed for the emigrant
trade. The Hamburg line was the first to advertise in Swedish

newspapers. The Cunard line soon followed suit.® Reduced

5¢. Terrence Philblad, "The Kansas Swedes," The South-
western Science Quarterly, XII, (June, 1932), 35."

8Janson, op. ecit., p. 227.
7Beard, op. eit.
8Janson, op. cit., p. 241.
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rates were offered and all the companies promised that the
immigreants would be accompanied by 1ntérpreters. The
European-American Land Company began to advertise in Sweden
as early as 1869. It was a large corporation with head-
quarters in New York. The American Emigrant Company had
offices in New York and Copenhagen. Its chief rival was the
Columbia Emigration Company which tried to undersell the
American by cutting the cost of passage from the regular
price of $40 to $57.9 The Scandinavian Emigrant Company
offered the emigrant the added inducement of helping him
locate his homestead. The Swedish American Emigrant Company,
not to be outdone, offered to help the immigrant obtain work
and promised to provide free transportation from New York to
the place where work was found.1l0 These measures brought
results, for most of the Scandinavian settlements in the
Middle West were founded through the efforts of land and
emigrant companies.

Other incentives for migration were of a more personal
nature. Hundreds were influenced by letters from friends and
relatives who had established themselves in their new homes.
Many of these missives were exaggerations, or failed to paint
a true picture of new world conditions. Often these letters
contained prepaid tickets to the United States. Many who had

no economic reasons for leaving their homes, were induced by

gIbid. s Do 235,

101p14., p. 242.




these glowing accounts of the new world te join their friends
for social reasons, @s America offered the same social status
and opportunities to all regardless of occupation or birth.ll

Some came for psychological reasons: the individual who
could not adapt himself to his enviromment; the one who was
not understood by his family; and the individual who thought
he was mistreated. All of them came because they believed
the new world would provide the panacea for their ills. The
man who had lost his standing in the community because of
some petty misdemeanor; and the woman who had lost her repu-
tation turned to America for & solution of their problems.
The ambitious boys and girls of the laboring class came to
America because this country would afford them better social
opportunities. Many sons ceme because they did not wish to
follow their fathers' trades or had disagreed with their
parents on some subject concerning their futures. Daughters
who did not wish to marry the men selected by their parents,
or who wished to avert domestic service sought escape from
these fates by flight to the new world.l2

It is very evident that the heavy Scandinavian immigra-
tion of the seventies and eightlies was no mere accident, nor
was it the result of any one factor; but was caused by a com-
bination of economic, personal, psychological, and social

influences.

U1yi4, » ' D230,

12Ibid., Introduction, p. xix.




10

Nor was the selection of Kansas by many of them as their
future home an accidental choice. Advertising of the state
by railroad companies, land companies, newspapers, and maga~-
zines was largely responsible for the interest shown by the
Scandinavian land companies in the opportunities that Kansas
offered. The First Swedish Agricultural Company was organlzed
in Chicago in April, 1868. In the fall of that year the
Galesburg Colonization Company, which was largely responsible
for the Scandinavian settlement of Kansas, was organized.15
The Chicago Company sent a colony of Scandinavians to the
Spillman Creek region of what was later organized as Lincoln
County, in 1869. The Galesburg Company, which was founded by
the Reverend A. W. Dahlstron, pastor of the Lutheran Church
of Galesbufg, sent members of its faith to the Lincoln County
and other settlements in Central Kansas.l4

These companies were induced to send their members to
Kansas by land agents and other agencies, who were interested
in the developing of the state for various reasons. The
state's opportunities were oftentimes exaggerated by the
enthusiastic boosters of the region. The following article
appeared in a pamphlet of that day:

13Carrol D. Clark and Roy L. Roberts, People of Kansas
(Topeka, 1936), p. 53.

14Nell Blythe Wealdron, Colonization in Kansas From 1860

to 1890 (Unpublished Doctor's Dissertation, Northwestern
University, Evanston, 1931), p. 31.
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The climate and health of Kansas are unequaled.
These indeed are among its chlef excellencies and
recommendations for settlement. The atmosphere 1is
dry end pure, and singularly beneficial to persons 15
suffering from or predisposed to pulmonary disease.

Another writer, James H. Lathrop, boasted in 1871 that:

The State of Kansas contains fifty million
acres of land. In 1860 it had 107,206 inhablitants,
and in 1870 had 363,000 and over, the increase
being %25%, and more than any other state in the
Union.16

An advertisement in the Kansas Herald and Home Missionary

Enterprise in 1871 invited everyone to sell out and come to

Kansas and "meke a home for yourself and needy friends."17
To emphasize the opportunities it promised a subsistence for
millions.

Another agency which gave the state much publicity was
the Kansas Pacific Railroad. Its lines reached Junction
City in 1866, just two years before the Illinois Emigrant
companies were organized. The company had been granted every
alternate section of land in a strip extending ten miles back
on either side of the road bed, the total grant amounting to
six million acres.l® The railroad was anxious to sell this
land to settlers, so was wllling to give the Chicago land

15racts and Flgures About Kansas; An Emigrants' And
Settlers' Guide (Lawrence, 1870), p. 18.

18 remes . Lathrop, "Kensas," Kansas Home And Herald
Missionary ®aterprise, I (April-May, 1871), 2.

17Ibid., Advertisement, p. 2.

1831158 Isely and W. M. Richards, Four Centuries in
Kansas (Wichita, 1936), p. 205.
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companies free passes to give to all emigrants sent out by
them, who would purchase railroad land. Most of the Scandi-
navians filed on homestead lands, but the railroad was glad
to welcome them as it was anxious to have the state settled,
even though the first settlers were homesteaders. The rail-
road brought most of the settlers and their supplies to the
region and so profited by their coming even though they did
not purchase railroad land. The land which the government
had so generously granted the rallroad was.advortised for
sale at two to six dollars per acre with one-fourth off for
cash or on six to eleven years credit with interest at seven
per cent.19 ,

By the Treaty of Medicline Lodge in 1867, the government
secured possession of the Arapaho and Cheyenne lands in
northern Kansas, the Indians having agreed to settle south
of the Arkansas river. This removed another barrier to set-
tlement and helped to account for the flow of settlers to
Kansas immediately after the treaty was‘enforcedﬂ Since the
Indians were still in possession of much of the territory
south and west of Kansas, the settlers naturally came to
Kansas as they bellieved there was less danger of encountering

unfriendly Indians.20

19yew West Monthly, advertisement, I (December, 1878),82.

2OMervin H. Garfield, "Defense of the Kansas Frontier,"
Kangas Historical Quarterly, I (1931-1932), 469.
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The Scandinavians selected the Spillman Creek region
in central Kansas because they wanted land they could culti-
vate without having to clear it of tree growth; and because
they wanted running water and some timber for firewood. The
Spillman Valley seemed to meet these requirements, and it was
far enough west to enable them to obtain sufficient homestead
land to satisfy the requirements of the entire group. They
may have discovered it by chance, or it may have been discov-

ered by land scouts sent out by one of the land companies.Zl

~ 2lpgrsonal letter from Jens B. Nygaard to the author,
dated April 9, 1939. '




CHAPTER II
PERIOD OF IMMIGRATION

Since a high premium is placed on land ownership in
BEurope, the Scandinavians came to America with the intention
of Improving their economic status by becoming land owners.
Naturally their first thoughts were centered on the acquisition
of a homestead, In order to acquire a quarter section of land
under the Homestead Act of 1862, the settler was required to
reside updn and cultivate the tract for five years and pay a
fee of eighteen dollars. If he met these requirements, he
received a deed or patent to the land on which he had filed.l
These terms made the land an outright gift as far as the
Scandinavian was concerned, &s he was seeking land which he
could improve and where he could build his home. The cash
outlay was so small that it could be obbained by all., Many
of the emigrants worked as laborers in Chicago or other
northern citlies where, by practicing extreme frugality, they
were able in a short time to acquire enough capital to make
the journey to Kansas, file thelr claims at the land office,
and purchase the minimum supplies to begin life on the new
homesteads. The residence requirement was no deterrent for
the emligrant desired a home of his own and wished to improve
the land immediately. The hardships of homesteading were not

1
Adolph Roenigk, Pioneer History of Kansas (Lincoln,

Kansas, 1933), p. 299.

14
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hardships in the mind of the Scandinavian if it gave him that
most coveted of all possessions, land.

Since alternate sectlons of land, which adjoined the
railroad land, were sold by the government, the settler could
purchase a second quarter section under the preemption law by
making certain improvements and paying the government price
of one dollar and a quarter per acre. In addition to the
foregoing he could obtain another quarter section under the
timber act by planting and cultivating forty acres of timber
for a seven year period.2 The acreage requirement was later
reduced to ten acres, and many of the Scandinavians took
advantage of it to increase their holdings.5 A bona fide
settler could thus acquire in all four hundred and eighty
acres from the government. As land ownership meant social
and economic prestige, the Scandinavians who were earnest
homeseekers, saw in the prairie land of Kansas, an opportunity
to insure their posterity an economic status that they could
never have known in Europe.4 Evidently they were not to be
deterred from thelr bellef in the importance of land ownership
even though they had to endure separation from loved ones and

face the perils of a new region and a new life.

2Ibid.

SPersonal letter from C. C. Nielson to the author, dated
April 9, 1939.

4Roenigk, op. eit., p. 302.

il
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During the years 1880 to 1884 twenty-one homestead grents
were consummated on land in Lincolh County on which claims
had been filed during the seventies. William Cornelisson,
Peter Anderson, James' Morgansen, Lars Peter Phillipson,
Andrew Weissinger, Anders Olofson, John A. Dane, Jacob L.
Nygeard, Matts Mattson, L. P. Nelson, Charles Anderson, Niels
Nielson, Peter Martin Larsen and Anders Rasmussen were some
of the leaders of the Scandinavian settlement of Lincoln
County, whose claims were consummated during the eightiea.5
Some claims had been granted during the previous decade, and
others were issued in the nineties. Many of the settlers
lived on these claims all their lives, and the land passed
to their children when the homesteaders died. Peter Anderson
was still residing on his claim at the time of his death in
1916.% A,Rasmussen lived on his homestead until a few months
before his death in 1920, having moved to Lincoln because of
his failing health.” Anderson and Rasmussen were Danes.

L. P. Nelson, a Swede, died on his homestead in, 1916.8 Many
others, who owned the land until their deaths, moved to

Lincoln or to California to spend their declining years, only
because they wished to retire from the farm or wished to seek

& milder climate in which to spend their remaining years.

SPatent Records, I, Lincoln County.
6Lincoln Re ublican, October 12, 1916.
7Lingoln Sentinel, March 25, 1920.
8Lincqln Republican, October 12, 1916.
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Fifty to eighty per cent of the homesteaded land is owned by
children of the men who originally filed on the land.® Thus
it can be seen that the Scandinavian motive for settlement
was to establish homes for themselves and their children.
Many of them later added to their homestead acres by pur-
chasing railroad land. Two sections of this land were pur-
chased by the early settlers in Grant township.lo

In their struggle for existence in the bleak northland,
the Scandinavians hed acquired through the centuries, the
traits of fortitude, patience and courage, traits that proved
‘to be valuable assets to their descendants on the plains of
Kansas, who had to face trials ahd perils, equal perhaps, to
those experienced by their ancestors in Europe.

The first Scandinavians came to what was later Lincoln
County, in February, 1869.11 They surveyed the region,
staked out claims, built dugouts, and planted gardens. They
were also busy making plans for turning the sod with oxen so
that they might raise grain the next year. They were well
pleased with their new homes and were anticipating with much

pleasure the production of their first crops.

Before the little settlement on Spillman Creek had been

PPersonal letter from C.C.Nielson to the author, dated
April ¢, 1939.

loPersonal letter from Jens B. Nygaard to the author,
dated April 9, 1939.

Christian Bernhardt, Indian Raids in Lincoln County
Kanses, 1864 and 1869 (Lincoln, Kansas, 1910), pe. '25.
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firmly established, it was practically wipéd out by the
Indians. After the Indian troubles in 1865, the government
made treaties with the tribes in Kansas in 1867, which
required the cession of their lands to the United States.l?
However, dissension among the Indlans caused some of them to
disregard the treaties. The Dog Soldlier bands under Tall Bull
refused to agree to terms of peace. With some two-hundred
and fifty warriors, he made sporadic raids in the Republican
and Saline valleys during the years of 1868 and 1869.1°

On Mey 30, 1869, the little settlement was attacked by
a party of sixty Indians, who were probably followers of
Tall Bull, and who came down the Spillman Creek valley com-
mitting depredation after depredgtion.14 It was a beautiful
apring day and the settlers were at work in their gardens.
So busy were they, that they were unaware of the warring
savages, who had followed the wooded banks of the creek, and
thus managed to take the settlers by surprise. It is true
that the settlers knew of the Dogs and their depredations in
that region; also they had been warned of the danger of
Indians by the government agents when they filed their claims;

but as no railds had occurred since their arrival even the

lerederic L. Paxon, History of the American Frontier,
1763-1893 (Boston, 1924), p. 5086.

13yervin H. Garfield, "Defense of the Kansas Frontier,"
Kansas Historical Collections, XVIII, 469. ;

16y o Andreas, History of the State of Kansas (Chicago,

1883), p. 1420.
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most timid among them forgot their fears. For this reason
the raid of 1869 found them unprepared for such an attack.
Eskild Lauritizen and his wife, Danish settlers, were working
in the field when the Indians discovered them. They killed
them and left their bodies lyling side by side on the ground.
A short distance away they found another Dane, Otto Petersen,
who was staking out a place for a garden with a hatchet.

They brutally murdered him and hacked his face with his own
hatchet.15 Petersen's body was found several days later by
Rev. T. M. Strange and others, who came up the valley after
the raid to ascertain the amount of damage done. Petersen
and the Lauritizens were buried in the southwest quarter of
Section 24, in CGrant township, one-half mile south of where
the Lutheran Church at Denmark noﬁ stands. It was the first
burial in the little settlement.l® The Lauritizens had a
small son who escaped death because he was at the home of a
neighbor at the time. Two other men and several children,
including a son of Rev. Strange, were killed. Two women, and
the baby of one, were captured. The child was brutally mur-
dered before the mother's eyes. The two women were carried
to Colorado by the Indians, where they were found by United
States soldiers in July, 1869. One of them died of her wounds

but the other was restored to health after her return to

15
Saline Valley Register, July 5, 1876, (clipping).

16Bernhardt, op. cit., p. 34.
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Iincoln County.l?7 Thirteen persons were killed and wounded
in this raid.

The Lauritizen boy and the Christiansen family with whom
he was visiting, escaped as they were indoors in a small
wooden shanty that they had just completed. The Indlans
attacked the dwelling; but finally gave up the attempt,
whether because they feared news of their depredations down
the creek‘had spread or that there were a number of men in
the cabin, it is impossible to ascertain.l® The small group
of immigrants was found the next daj by the army and carried
to Fort Harker in a government wagon for fear there might be
other raids in the near future. The Christiansen men went
to Junction City, where they obtained work as blacksmiths.

It was not deemed safe to return to the Splllman Creek valley
immediately; in fact, it was not until January, 1871, that it
was thought wise to begin the return trip. This journey of
nearly & hundred miles was made on foot. The men carried
thelr supplies, which included a sack of flour which they
protected from the railn at the cost of exposing themselves.1®
They again took up their work of improving their claims. In

a short time they were jolned by a large company of settlers,

171bia., p. 28.

181nterview with C. Christiansen, who survived the raid.
He was a child at the time, but recalls the attempts of the
Indians to drive the family out of the cabin.

1914144,
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which insured greater security from Indian attacks. Company
A of the state militia had been sent to Spillman Creek in
July, 1869 and remained on patrol duty until November 21.
During the following year, the United States army succeeded
in quelling the Indian disturbances in northern and western
Kansas .0

With the removal of the Indlan danger, the settlers
again gave thelr attention to clearing and cultivating the
soil. They looked forward with eager anticipation to the
production of the first crops on thelr claims. Perhaps it
was just as well that they did not know of the heart breaking
discouragements they were to experience before their hopes
could be fully realized for they had not counted on the vaga-
ries of fhe Kansas weather in making their plans. They were
soon to learn that work alone will not produce a crop. One of
thelr chroniclers wrote: "They had to contend with floods, and
droughts, hot winds and blizzards, cyclonesa and windstorms,
grasshoppers and chinchbugs.“21 Any one of these meant
disaster, but when long droughts were broken by torrential
rains that washed away the little vegetation which had sure
vived the frought, the settlers were so disheartened that they
began to doubt theilr own abilities to fight against such odds.

Their sufferings were accentuated because they were so far

20yervin H. Gerfield, "Defense of the Kansas Frontier,"
Kangas Historical Quarterly, I (1931-1932), 469.

21Bernhardt, Oop. cit., p. 48,
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removed from their homes and kindred, and the disasters that
had overtaken them were entirely foreign to any they had
experienced in Europe.

A series of unusual rainfalls had greeted their arrival
in Kansas and had given them false inpressions of the climate.
A prominent historian states that "In 1877 the weather
changed and for several years there was not enough rain to
sustain the crops."®2? The dreaded hot winds from the south
continued for weeks, while the farmer searched the skies in
vain for indications of relief, but he was forced to watch
his crops wither and die. Pastures turned brown, and his
cattle faced starvation. To try to market them was futile,
for there was no price and no market.23 If his cattle sur-
vived, and he obtained food for them, they were often frozen
in the winter blizzards which swept down from the northwest
with little warning. The wind and snow accompanied by temper-
atures fifteen or twenty degrees below zero, threatened the
lives of men and beasts alike.®4 (asualties resulting from
such storms were not unusual. One young man, & Swode, who
wgs herding cattle, was caught out in the terrible blizzard
of 1871, and his feet were so badly frozen that he lost his

toes.%® luch devastation was wrought by hailstorms which

®2Beard, op. cit., II, 152.

2%Bernhardt, op. eit., p. 48.
24Lincoln Beacon, January 21,'1892.

25Personal letter from J.C.Ruppenthal, to the author,
dated Ocotober 11, 1938,
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visited the region at frequent intervals. The Danes had,
despite warnings to the effect that it "could not be done,"
succeeded in establishing productive orchards. The destruc-
tive hailstorm of May 21, 1896, not only destroyed the fruilt,
but stripped the bark from the trees, so that many of them
dled.26 Tragedies of this type made»pioneer life a burden;
yet the settlers refused to surrender to the elements, and
in most instances succeeded eventually 1n establishing com=
fortable homes for themselves and their children.??

One of the greatest disasters experienced by the Scandi-
navian colony was the grasshopper plague of 1874, which swept
across Kansas and Nebraska destroying everything in its wake.
Lincoln County suffered severely. Reports show that 750
persons petitioned the county for rations and 600 applied for
clothing. According to a Kansas historian "lore than one-
fourth of the whole population of the county asked for aid."28
Even such an ovgrvhelming disaster did not destroy the Scan-
dinavians' faith in the new country. Although their crops
had been utterly destroyed, which meant that they were face
to face with famine and starvation, they did not desert their
homesteads. Governor Osborn called a special session of the

legislature which, after some debate, decided that it would

2611ncoln Beacon, May 21, 1896.

27¢. Christiansen in an interview with the author,
November 12, 1938.

28charles R. Tuttle, op. cit., p. 626.
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be best to allow each county, that desired to do so, to issue
bonds to take care of its destitute. Lincoln County was
permitted to issue $3000 worth of bonds for which a levy for
a sinking fund was not to be permitted for at least ten
years.29 Emergency relief committees were organized by the
state and immediate relief was sent to the people who needed
it. The Danes did not desire relief, but many of them were
forced to accept it for a time at least. Some of them found
a method of helping themselves; after rations had beeﬁ pro=-
vided for their famlilies, the men went east to work during
the wi<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>