Pittsburg State University
Pittsburg State University Digital Commons

Electronic Theses & Dissertations

5-1940

Historical background and settlement of Baxter Springs, Kansas

Ruth Rodman St. Clair
Kansas State Teachers College

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd

6‘ Part of the Geology Commons

Recommended Citation

St. Clair, Ruth Rodman, "Historical background and settlement of Baxter Springs, Kansas" (1940).
Electronic Theses & Dissertations. 128.

https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd/128

This Thesis is brought to you for free and open access by Pittsburg State University Digital Commons. It has been
accepted for inclusion in Electronic Theses & Dissertations by an authorized administrator of Pittsburg State
University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact digitalcommons@pittstate.edu.


https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Fetd%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://network.bepress.com/hgg/discipline/156?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Fetd%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/etd/128?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Fetd%2F128&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@pittstate.edu

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND SETTLEMENT OF
BAXTER SPRINGS, KANSAS

A Thesis Submitted to the Graduate Division in
Partial Fulfilment of the Requirements for the Degree

of Master of Science

By
Ruth Rodmen St. Clair

KANSAS STATE TEACHERS COLLEGE
Pittsburg, Kansas
May, 1940



APPROVED :

Pk :
Thesls Adviser ot pu: 7_% !//)4 ﬁz:zéé

é,
Chairman of Thesls Committee

Chairman of Graduate Council




ACEKNOWLEDGMENTS

Acknowledgment is gratefully made

to Dr. Jane M. Carroll under whose super=-
vision this study was made, for her helpful
guidance and constructive criticism; to

Dr., C. W. Street for his encouragement and
recommendations; to Mr. I. V. Korts for

his map tracing; and to friends in Baxter
Springs for the use of historical material.

- &



TABLE OF CONTENTS

LIST OF TVIIAPS ® 8 8 &0 008 S b O OB OVE T e e L B A B B B B R AR B IR BN AN )

IIJTRODUCTION.............'C.‘...................QO..‘..

CHAPTER

I NEUTRAL LANDS AND THE BUILDING OF THE RAILROAD,..

58

i

Iv

Neutral Iarlds L B I B B O B O N IR B B R B B R B BB A R R R R

Cherokee Rentral LARASE . ccaevisonsasssmesssnvss

TRe HaL] VOB s sivis e oi-60e b-bin elotntiduin s o etmmie & A bisgm'e

THE I“‘IILITARY PERIOD ® 6 0 08 000 O OO0 OEN LI ESE SN

Indian Regiments T 0 € 0 00800 02080 E 00 0L BT RS TEEDS
Campaign in Indian Territory sccecceccccccccee
’lhe Fort S 0 0O P OB OO LIRS EERE T L R N R IR B N B B R N
The Battle of Baxter SPrings eececccccscecccsce
The National Cemetery at Baxter SpringS..ccecee

THE ORIGIN OF BAXTER SPRINGS @ ® 0 806" O OPOE OGO ES SO NS

The Baxter Family tesssetecsrtsecseesees et 0e
The Survey of the Southern Kansas Boundary ...
The Cattle Industry Grses s e eese et BsetssBeRY
Immigration Of FPRIMOYS csovessvesvessssssbsevses
Transportation e ceesresssrsssnssstBeecRR OO

THE ORGANIZATION OF CHEROKEE COUNTY AND THE

LOCATION OF THE COU’IIT‘Y SEAT L B R B A B B N B N N

Cherckee COUNTY eeecesvcssscscssscssssnscssnce

The County Seat e P Er PPN ELeEs OB RIEOOREBOELEETRD

V THE DEVELOPMENT OF BAXTER SPRINGSeecceocccsccccscss

Lead 1ndustry L L B O B B BB B B B B BN R R B R A BN )
AHealth Resort L B B B BB B R I R I I T R B B Y
Revival of the Cattle IndusStry ceeccsceccscsces
Sheep Industr'ye............0..0..........0..‘.
Water Power ® 0 06 0 00 0O 0B O E P U OO eSO NG eN
Soldiers' RoUNION sssessscsssscsnsssossssssnee
The Planting of Trees Ceees0ssROeOseReeB OO BRES
mblic SChOOJ-s L B B B B B BB B B EE B R R R R R B R R R DR BN BN BN BN AR
Private SChOOls L B B B B B I B B N R R N IR I B B B N B B B AN
I"Iuseum L B B B BRI B BN R B R B I B R N R B R R N BN R I I B B R B )

The m—bmr‘y LR AR IR BN BN IR B BN B BN B BN BN L BB I B BB B B B B R IR N

¥ii

Page
v

 §



CHAPTER Page
Mounted Patr()l ® 0 G0 O E OO EE OO EE TS TR e 90
BIBLIOGRAPI‘IY B0 0 90 ¢ 5 0 O 0 OO PO EEOE SO SN NY NY s 93

APPENDIX ‘.....................l.......................‘. 99

iv




ABSTRACT

This is a study of the historical background and the
settlement of Baxter Springs, which is located in the south-
eastérn corner of Kansas, one mile from the Oklahoma line and
six miles from the Missourl line. It was one of the first
settlements in Cherokee County and the first frontier town
near the southern boundary line of Kansas,.

The town was named for John L. Baxter who settled upon
the present town site in 1849,

During the civil war, a military post for the Union Army
was maintained at Baxter Springs. The principal engagement
of the war, in this section was an attack upon the post, and
the massacre of General Blunt's escort, by Quantrill who
commanded & band of guerrillas in the name of the Confederacy.

In this study 1t seemed necessary to trace the sale of
Indian Lands, as "Neutral Lands" became an important feature
in the development of Baxter Springs. The sale of Neutral
Lands had mueh to do with the buildiﬁg of the Miésouri River,
Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad.

From 1869 to 1875, Baxfer Springs experienced a wave of
prosperity through the development of the cattle industry,
the settlement of the country by the farmers, the discovery
of lead, and the establishment of trades to satisfy the needs
of the cattlemen, the farmers and miners.

For many years Baxter Springs was the end of the railroad




&and became & supply center for & large section of the country.
It was foremost in the building of substantial public build-
ings and residences, many of which are still in use.

The county seat of Cherokee County was removed from
Baxter Springs to Columbus in 1869.

Baxter Springs did not realize the dream of 1ts founders,
who foresaw & clty of twenty-five thousand population, due to
the reasons (1) mineral in larger paylng quantities was dis-
covered in other locatlions (2) the distribution of the cattle
industry among other towns, and (3) the extention of the rail-
road to other developing cities.

But the new discovery of larger deposits of lead and
zinc ore near Baxter Springs, in later years, revived business
and since that time, the town has had a normal substantial
growth,

During the last decade, Baxter Springs has developed a
good school system and all the civic organizations that a
normal city requires.

A review of the development of the lead and zine industry
is not given in this study as it is a study in itself.
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INTRODUCTION

Brief histories of Baxter Springs, Kansas are included
in Andreas'History of Kansas in 1883, and Allison's History
of Cherokee County 1n‘1904. While both of these histories
contain valuable material, they are no longer printed. The
few volumes of each that are still in existence are not
available to teachers and pupils. Other material on this
subject 1s found in pamphlets which give only brief accounts
of the history of Baxter Springs. Because of the scarcity
of collected material on the historical background and the
settlement of Baxter Springs, this study has been made.

The purpose of this study has been: (1) to collect the
historicel material pertaining to the settlement and develop-
ment of Baxter Springs, (2) to present the historical back-
ground that influenced the settlement of the town, (3) to
present a picture of the country as the early pioneers found
it, (4) to arrange the contents so that it may be helpful to
teachers in the presentation of a community stud&, with the
hope that this material may, (a) arouse an interest in the
further study of Baxter Springs, (b)develop an appreciation
of the importance of Baxter Springs in thé historicel develop-
ment of Kansas, (c¢) and stimulate an appreciation of the plans,
struggles and aécomplishments of the pioneers who founded
Baxter Springs and were instrumental in its growth.

The material presented in this study has been obtained

B




through interviews with early settlers in the community,
from United States Documents, county records in commis-
sioners' journals, election records, and deed books, from
diaries, personal letters, and hiétories. Contemporary
newspapers also proved to be a valuable source of informa-

tion.



CHAPTER I
NEUTRAL LANDS ARD THE BUILDING OF THE RAILROAD

For many years, the location of Baxter Springs was a
favorite camping ground for travellers who passed along the
Militery Road which extended from Ft. Leavenworth to Fort
Gibson. This road was established by aniact of Congress in
1836.1

The settlement of Baxter Springs is an outgrowth of the
great periods of exploration and immigration which took place
during the fifties and sixties of the nineteenth century.

The disposition of the government lands hed much to do with
the movement of the people westward. This territory was part
of the Louisiaﬁa Purchase of 1803 and was the home of the
roving Osage Indians who hunted as far east as the Mississippil

River.2

Neutral Lands

In 1825, the United States Government made a treaty with
the Osage Indians, in which they ceded to the government all
their lands in Arkansas and Missouri in exchange for land
west of Missouri with the provision that there would be a

lUnit.ed States Document, Seriel No. 328, 16-17. See
map page 18 of this thesis.

Eugene F. Ware, "Neutral Lands", Kansas Historical
Collections, VI, 148, See map page 4.0f this thesis.

3
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strip of land, "fifty miles north and south by twenty-five
miles east and west," between the western boundary of Missouri
and the Osages' eastern bound.ary.:5 Neither white nor red men
should reside on.this'territory as it was to serve as a
barrier between the Osages and the settlers of Missouri.
For this reason, it was known as "Neutral Lands."4

As the white population increased in the eastern states,
it became necessary for the government to move more Indian
tribes to uninhabited territory. This was true of the power-
ful Cherokee Natlion whose reservations were first in Georgla
and later in Arkansas.® In return for the latter territory
the government}establiéhed in Indian Territory, a reservation
which consisted 6f 7,000,000 acres with the assurance of "a
perpetual outlet west and free and unmolested use of all the
country west of the western boundary of said 7,000,000 acres
as far as the sovereigﬁty of the United States and their
rights of soll extend."® This treaty was comcluded in 1827.

Cherokee Neutral Lands
iy

The Cherokees, who declded that this land was not ample

to satisfy their needs, purchased the "Neutral Lands" which

§A. T. Andreas, History gﬁ»Kans#s (Chicago, 1883), 1150.
4Ware, op. elt., 1l48.

5Andreas, op. cit., 1150.

6Ware, op. cit., 148, see map on page 7 of this thesis.
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contalned 800,000 acres in the treaty of 1835. The govern-
ment arranged to pay the Cherokees $5,000,000 for their lands
in Georgla and deducted $500,000, the price of the "Neutral
Lands", from thaﬁ amount.’! This territory was now known as
"Cherokee Neutral Lands."

Very few Cherokee Indians came to this section at this
time, but those who did come had the choice of the land and
usually settled along the rivers.® Among those who came from
Georgia in 1835, was David Harlan, one quarter Cherokee. Ile
was a member of the Cherokee general counclil and did much to
establish friendly relations between the few white people
and the Indians. Hlis daughter, Incinda Ann, who was born in
1840, was one of the first settlers in Baxter Springs. Mr.
Harlan obtained three hundred and twenty acres on Shoal Creek
near the present site of Galena. In 1856, the daughter
married John Newton Archer, a native of Indiana. During the
early years of the Civil War, thelr home which they had
established on Shoal Creek was destroyed by General Sterling
Price and his troops of the Confederacy. "Everything the
family had was destroyed except a yoke of oxen, & wagon and

a cream pitcher."9 With these few possesslons, they drove to

7
Nathaniel Thompson Allison, History of Cherokee County
and Representative Citizens (Chica§3:-I§%4T: 27; See mep on
page 7 of thls thesis.

8Interview with John Archer, February 22, 1940.
9%p1d.
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MAP SHOWING "CHEROKEE NEUOTRAL WANDS.
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Burlington, Kanses, where John Archer, one of the first
children to make his home in Baxter Springs, was born,

After the war, in 1866, the Archer famlly returned to
"Cherokee Neutrsl Lands." Mrs. Archer traded her share of
the farm on Shoal Creek for one hundred twenty acres, located
just east of Spring River on the present Twelfth Street road
out of Baxter Springs. In the trade, she obtained halfl
interest in a ferry boét which her son, John, later helped
to operate on Spring River.10 This was a cable ferry and
was in constant operation from 1867 to 1886 when a bridge
was bullt over the river.ll Mre. Archer said that the fares,
for "home people" crossing on the ferry boat were five cents
for a passenger on foot, twenty-five for & wagon and tean,
but for immigrants passing through the country, the rates
for each were doubled.l?

In 1866, the Cherokee Indlens wished to dispose of the
"Neutral Lends", they had acquired the year before, for
three reasons, (1) they were annoyed by the increasing
number of white people who had moved on the land, (2) few
Indiens had settled in this section, and (3) they needed the

101p1q,

Llprank u. Perkins, A letter to lire Root, Kansas His-
torical Society, August 9, 1932, Kansas Historical Quarterly,
VI (May, 1937), 141l.

12nterview with John Archer, February 22, 1940.
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money which they might receive from the sale of the 800;000
acres. o

Consequently, the government entered into another treaty
in which the Cherokees ceded in trust to the United States,
thls tract of land. The 8ecretary of the Interior became the
agent and was authorized to sell the land in parcels of one
hundred sixty acres for not less than one dollar and twenty-
five cents per acre, or the whole body of land for less than
one dollar per acre.+4

Since the government was authorized to sell the land, a
large number of settlers moved into this territory, staked
claims and begun to build homes and improve thelr farms.
They were under the impression that this land would be sold
for one dollar and twenty-five cents per acre as was true of
other public land.

Realizing the difficulty of selling the 800,000 acres
in small parcels of one hundred and sixty acres each, on
Auguét 30, 1866, James Harlan, Secretary of the Ihtefior,
sold the whole tracf to the American Immigrant Company of
Connecticut, but on September lst, the contract was declared
null and vold by 0. H. Browning who succeeded lr, Harlan in

office. The contract was cancelled because the terms of the

lsAndreas; op. eit., 1150,

14gecora Book G, Cherokee County, 1.
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treaty stipulated that the sale should be made for cash.t®

The settlers made protests through Senator Pomeroy and
Congressman Clarke against the whole tract being sold to an
individual or company, but in spite of the protests, Secrétary
Browning consummated the sale of all the land to James F. Joy

for $8,000,000 on October 8, 1867.%°

lire Joy deeded the
"Cherokee Neutral Lands" which consisted of about 670,000
acres to the lliissourl River, Fort Scott and Gulf Railroad
June 8, 1868.%7

lire Joy, who became the agent for the rallroad, opened
a land office at Fort Scott, placing Maj. John T. Cox in
charge. The prices asked for the land ranged from two to
five dollars per acre. August 1ll, 1866, at the time of the
treaty there were 1;031 families living upon the land. All
settlers who had staked theilr claims before 1868 were per-
mitted to buy their selections at the appraised values, from
one dollar fifty cents to four dollars per acre.18

Many settlers took homesteads, belng unaware they were

153amuel J. Crawford, Xansas in the Sixties (Chilcago,
1911), 308. :

Oprank T. Blackmar, editor, kansas, a Cyclopedia of
State History Embracing Events, Institutions, ustries,
Counties, Cities, Towns, Prominent Persons, etec. ( 2 vols.
with supplementary volume, Chlcago, 19125, 11, 356.

17Decd Record Book A 1867-1869, Cherokee County, Kansas,
305

leAndreaa,,gg. eit., 1150.
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within the limits of the "Joy Lands“.l9 Feeling that the
price of the land was unfalr, the settlers declared that the
Joy purchase was & swindle. Samuel Crawford, Governor of
Kansas, who took up the cause of the settlers, wrote letters
to Congressmen and Senators protesting against this unfair
treatment, setting forth that the settlers on Cherokee Neutral
Lands, should have the right to purchase their claims under
the same terms as dild settlers of other public lands.go
Bitter feelings prevalled between those who favored the

James F. Joy purchase and the settlers. The settlers formed
an anti-Joy organization, known as the"lLand League." They
employed William R. Laughlin as a delegate to Washington to
look after the interest of the settlers in Congress.zl The
Land ILeague took measures to intimidate those who bought the
land through the James Joy Land Office, as is shown in the
following resolutions, Lincoln Township, Crawford County;
in part--

5th. Resolved, That any settler belonﬁing to this

league, who will remain firm and not "prove up"

shall be protected; and anyone "proving up" or

buying said settler's claim shall never enjoy the

land-~-that we pledge ourselves to Hang him higher
than Haman and without the benefit of the clergy.

191 torview with L. D. Brewster, February 23, 1940.

20crawford, op. cit., 312.

2lp111s0n, op. cit., 30.
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6th. Resloved, That we mean action and will put
in force the above resolutions, and will make an
example of the first person who violates any of
the said resolutions. »
We G. Cunningham
Je. S. Armsworthy
W. G. Olerk
Commal ttee2?
lMrs., George Van Dusen of Baxter Springs recalls that her
father, Mir. C. M. Clark and his nearest neighbor, }ir, Daniel
McEwan spent many nights together in one of their log cabin
homes, peering through the openlngs between the logs, with
guns cocked, watching for the "Leaguers" who had threatened
them because they had bought their land from James F. Joy.
Mr., Clark paid three dollars per acre for his land, that is
four miles north of Baxter Springs.zs
The construction of the liissouri River, Fort Scott and
Gulf Rallroad was begun through Cherokee Neutral Lands in
1867. Because James Joy sold the land for prices, the
citizens considered unfalr, many depredations were made
against the bullding of the road. In June, 1869, four
hundred rallroad ties were burned, and in August sixteen
hundred more ties were destroyed.24
On February 8, 1869, men entered the land office which

Mre. Joy had located at Baxter Springs and upon the penalty of

%2 pndreas, op. cit., 1151.

251nterv1ew with Mrs. Ceorge Van Dusen, February 26, 1940.

24yare, op. cit., 163.
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hanging, demanded that Major Cox give up the papers of the
office within ten minutes, but Sheriff Seright and Captein
Hyland arrived in time to protect liajor dox from personal harm
and save the papers. ZThe leaders of the mob left town.25
Disorders occasioned by the dispute over thé "Joy Lands"
were so numerous, that Governor James Harvey was compelled
to ask for the United States troops to be sent into the
territory to observe order. The first troops sent to |
"Cherokse Neutral Lends" were a company of infantry. 7These
were foliéwed by three additional companies of infantry and
a company of artillery, equipped as cavalry.26
The question of the legality of the James F. Joy pur-
chase had to be settled in the courts, and on lay 27; 1871,
the United States District Court for the District of Kansas
decided the matter in the favor of the Missouri River, Fort
Scott and Gulf Railroad.z7
The controversy over the James F. Joy purchase also
became an issue in politics at that time. A political con~-
vention was held at Columbus, September 9, 1871, and formu-
lated a platform which is glven in part:
Having assembled in county convention as the

representatives of that portion of the people of
Cherokee county, who are opposed to the pretended

25Andreas, op. cit., 1151.
261p1d.
27

Ware, op. cit., 167.
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sale of the Cherokee neutral lands to Jas. F, Joy,
united by a common resolve to maintain right against
wrong, confiding in the intelligence, patriotism and
discriminating justice of the people; putting our
trust in God for the triumph of our cause, and
invoking His guidance in our endeavors to advance
1t.-~We now submit to the candid judgment of the
honest people, the following declaration of princi-
ples and measuresS...e.

8th. The attempt of the President of the United
States, and the Governor of Kansas to force the
people upon the Cherokee neutral land, to acknow-
ledge the pretended treaty title of the M. R. F. S.
& G. R. R. as valid, and the acts of those high
officiels in procuring and stationing among our
people & portion of the army of the Unlited States
to overawe and intimidate the settlers, deserves
the severest censure of every liberty loving
AmericéNesee

- 18the That we denounce with shame and indig-
nation, the acts of Congress, under the pretence of
enforcing the fourteenth amendment clothing the
President with the power of setting aside the sacred
rights of local governments at the South and using
the armed heel of his troops to secure his re-election.

A. W. Rucker, Chalrman

L. Spicklemier, )
J. S. Slimp, ) Con't
Ce D NiChOIS, )
D. K. Easley. )

The dates and places for seventeen meetings in Cherokee

County were arranged to promote the principles of the

"Settlers Party.

ne8

The U.S. Troops were withdrawn from Cherokee Neutral

Lends in 1872.2°

“Bipne Baxter Springs Examiner, October 26, 1l871.

29pndreas, ope cit., 1151,
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The Railroad

During the time of the controversy over the Cherokee
Neutral Lands, Congress gave a right of way through Indian
Territory to the first railroad to complete a line to the
Northern boundary of the territory.so It also stipulated
that the road should be bullt through the Neosho River Valley.
Two rallroads, the lissouri River, Fort Scott and Gulf, and
the Missouri, Kansas and Texes competed for this right of
waye Although the Missourli River, Fort Scott and Gulf
reached the designated boundary line first, it lost the right
of way because the surveyors of the line missed the Neosho
Valley by a few miles, placing the railroad in the Spring
River Valley.31

On lay 2, 1870, the liissouri River, Fort Scott & Gulf
Railroad wes completed to Baxter Springs which remained the
terminus of the line for some time.®2 4 Wilson County
newspaper publishéd a notice of a celebration to be held,

May 12, 1870, in Baxter Springs, in honor of the completion
of the railroad. The Guilford Citizen announced:

3O'v’iare, op. cit., 168,

31Interviews with the following parties: D. S. Chubb,
November 26, 193%; George Van Dusen, February 22, 1940;
Ira Perkins, lMarch 18, 1940; and W. E. Price, March 16, 1940.

52Ware, Ope. clt., 168.
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Hon. T. S. Kallock of Lawrence is to be the orator
of the day. Hon. Jas. F. Joy, Commodore Vanderbilt and
many other distingulshed railroad men are expected to be
presént, and a general invitation is. extended to all.
Among the novelties of the occaslion will be an Indian
canoe race on Spring River, a barbecue, and at the ggn-
clusion, a war dance, by several tribes of Indlans.

S31me Guilford Citizen, Guilford, Kansas, May 5, 1870.




CHAPTER II
THE MILITARY PERIQD

In 1842, the United States government attempted to
establish a fort on Spring River at or near the present
location of Baxter Springs. Owing to the Indians'! disap-
proval of an army post being located in the vicinity, and to
the high price'asked for the land, the negotiations for the
site were discontinued. John Rogers, an Indian, who owned
the land, priced it for §4,000 while the officer was suthor-
ized to pay only $1,000. later, upon advice from the Secre-
tary of War, the fort was bullt at Fort Scott, and remained
a permanent post until affer the Civil War,l

Twenty years later, during the Civil War,the region of
Baxter Springs. beceme a scene of border wars between the
Union and Confederate Armies, It was said that the territory
was "Swarming with guerrillas,outlaws, and bushwhackers."2

Colonel Doubleday of the Ohio Cavalry of the Unilon Army
located & military camp at Bexter Springs on the west side of
Spring River, June, 1862. This was considered an advantageous
position on the Military Road mldway between Fort Scott, Kansas,
and Fort Gibson, Indlian 'I‘erritory.5 The camp was used as &

1s111s0n, op. cit., 28.

2Ware, op. cit., 150.
3See map on pgsge 18 of this thesis.

17
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base from which to send out troops into Indian Territory, to
furnish escorts for wagon supply trains passing through the
country, and to carry on guerrilla warfare with bushwhackers,
when necessary.4

The portion of Kansas, known as "Cherokee Neutral Lands,"
technically belonged to the Confederacy during the Civil War,5
but the Cherokee Indians were divided in their alleglance
between the North and the South.® June 1, 1861, the comncil
of Chercokee Indians sold these lands to the Confederate States,
"for the consideration of {500,000, of which amount 250,000

were paid in gold and $250,000 in Confederate money."7

Indian Regiments

Brigadlier General J. G. Blunt was in command of the
troops of southern Kansas and Indian Territory while Colonel
‘William Weer was in charge at Baxter Springs.s Three regiments
of Indians,.most of them Cherokees, were organized et Baxter
Springs. The government furnished them the regular army
uniforms which were 1ll-fitting and inappropriate to Indians.

A warrior might get a coat with sleeves that reached just

%yiley Britton, Civil War on the Border (2 vols., New
York, 1904), I, 296-297.

Syilliam BElsey Connelley, History of Kansas (5 vols.,
Chicago, 1928), 242.

GWare, op. cit., 150.

7Allison, op. eit., 28.

pritton, op. cit., I, 297.
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below the elbows or that extended over the hands. Wiley

Britton describes an Indian soldier:

Fully equipped as a warrior, one might have seen an
Indian soldier dressed as described, wearing & high=-
crowned stiff wool hat, with long black hair falling
over his shoulders and riding an Indian pony so small
that his feet appeared to almost touch the ground, with
a long squirrel rifle thrown across the pommel of his
saddle. When starting out on the march every morning
anyone with this command might have seen this warrior
in full war-paint, and he might have also heard the
war-whoop commence at the head of the column and run
back to the rear, and re-commence at the head gf the
column several times and run back to the rear.

These'Indian regiments were encamped in the vicinity of
Baxter Springs during the summer of 1862 to repulse any move=-

ment of the enemy from Indian Territory and to protect their
families. 10

Campaign in Indian Territory

The troops that were sent south from Baxter Springs,
consisted of the Second Ohlo Cavalry, the Sixth Wisconsin
Infantry, the Tenth Kansas Infantry, Rabb's Seconﬁ Indiana
Battery and the First Kansas Battery.ll There were 6,000

soldiers in the line for inspection and review before the

9Britton, op. cit., I, 299.

10Hugh L. Thompson, Baxter Springs as & Military Post,
1862-1863. Republished in Baxter Springs News, October 1,
1931.

11

Britton, op. cit., I, 297.
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army proceeded to Indian Territory.12

The campeigns under Colonels Jewell, Weer, St., Cloud
and Pnillips were successful in driving the Confederate
Armies from the region, north of the Arkansas, in Indian

Territory. Many Indians beceme loyal to the Union Army and

sought its protection.13

When the Ohio Cavalry returned to Baxter Springs, nearly
half the men were dismounted. It was found that the fine
horses from Ohio had not withstood the hardships of the cam=
paign as had the native horses. Colonel W. A. Phillips of
Kansas pursued the enemy to the Creek Agency fork of the
Arkensas River, but on account of the lack of rations pro=-
ceeded to Baxter Springs, where the main command was encamped.
The following is & description of the spolls taken in this
campaign:

A large number of the refugee Indians and
their families followed his retreating column for
protection. He brought out not less than six
hundred heed of cattle and a large number of |,
ponies, some of which belonged to the soldiers of
his command, but many of which had belonged to
rebel Indians. The property which had been cap-
tured from the enemy, he urged should be held
for the use of the loyal Indians instead of being
sold to contractors for a small percentage of its
actual value. His energetic action had the effect
of keeping the marauding bands of rebel Indians
south of the Arkansas Rive{ until his troops were
ordered to Baxter Springs. &

lzThompson, op. cit.

13Britton, op. cit., I, 306; also see map on page 18 of
this thesis.

141p34., 312,
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The Military Road became an important route for supply
trains, escorts and messengers passing through the uninhabited
country from Fort Scott to Fort Gibson.1d

Baxter Springs had been a camping ground for Federal
troops since the beginning of the war but a permanent fort had
not been built there. Aside from its geographical position,
Baxter Springs had other advantages for a post, the hills
from which might be seen the approach of an army, the water
from the springs and Spring River was ample for an army, the

forest along the river was a shelter from the heat and a

protection in guerilla warfare.
The Fort

Colonel Charles W. Blair, commander of the District of
Southern Kansas and Fort Scott, ordered Lieutenant John Crites
with the Third Wisconsin Cavalry, and Lieutenant R. E. Cook

with the Second Colored Infantry, to proceed to Baxzter Springs

and to construct a fort on August 17, 1863.16

The arrangement of the fort is given by Wiley Britton:

In a short time after Lieutenants Crites and
Cook arrived with their command, they constructed
a blockhouse a hundred yards or so southeast of the
spring on high ground; but for some reason or other
they removed this blockhouse to the north side of
Spring Branch, & hundred yards perhaps northeast
of the spring on the sloping side of the hollow.

158ee map on page 18 of thls thesis.
16zri tton, op. eit., II, 212.
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They had a line of breastworks constructed of logs
and earth about four feet high extending along the
north, east, and south sides of the blockhouse, the
west side being unfinished and open. There was room
P el ol
Though Lieutenant James B. Pond named the post, Fort
Blair in honor of the commander at Fort Scott, histories of
that period refer to it as Baxter Springs.l8
William 6. Quantrill, a former Kansas school teacher,
now a notorious outlaw, headed a guerfilla army which had
committed many outrages about Lawrence and Kansas City, one
being the Lawrence lassacre. Theilr route of crime apparently
was carried on more for personal satisfaction in material
gain and cruelty than for the cause of the Confederacy.
However, he received a commission as colonel supposedly either
from General Sterling Price or the Confederate governor of
Missouri.lg
On his route from Missourl to Texas, to spend the winter
of 1863, he heard of the Fort at Baxter Springs and on Octo-
ber 6th made a surprise attack upon the camp.
Two days previous to this, Lieutenant James B. Pond had

arrived bringing with him a small howltzer and part of his

lvlbid.; See map on page 23 of this thesis.

18y1111am Elsey Connelley, Quantrill and Border Wars
(Vedar Rapids, Iowa, 1910), 422,

19ypid., 86.




-

25

FT.BLAIR

> NORTH W
: -
al 9
a f, >
- Ll
¢
a
v
2 ﬂ,
[} Il y
& +
+ LHQANKP\‘\-NI +
a9
4
| mifOT Pone's v
/ \ [WamIEES C .MM = ;(f
——————————
{
[4)
EMBA™YS wM B 14T

W hauns Roanads Boa wras Dowa)K.

Bros =

DiniNG ARBOR

QouanTriLdS AvTacw

o~ ForT BarxTrER

FRO™M

QUANTRILL 8 THE BORDER WARS
&Yy

WILLIAM S EASEY EOTNBMELLESY
Pagqe 423
PosauLisHeo 1910.




26

company, C Third Wisconsin, and took command of the Fort.

In addition there were at the garrison, one company of the
Second Kansas Colored Infantry commanded by Lieutenant Cook

and Company D. Third Wisconsin Cavalry, previously commanded

by Lieutenant John Crites who had been called to Fort Scott.zo

On the day of the battle, the fort is described,

The fort consisted of some log cabins with a
total frontage of about a hundred feet, facing east--
towards Spring River. Back of the fort and the same
width, was a large space enclosed by enbankments of
earth thrown up against logs and about four feet
high. 7The west wall of the enclosure had been torn
out the day before the attack by order of lLieutenant
Pond who found the camp too small for all the troops.
Pond's tent was two hundred yards west of the fort
and the men were extending the embankments to enclose
it. The cooking camp was about two hundred feet south

- of the fort, on the north bank of a stream and near
the large springs which finally gave & name to the
town built thgre. The fort was a half mile west of
Spring River.

On the morning of the attack, Quantrill's men captured
a Federal wagon train at Spring Riveér ford, a half mile
south of the fort, and learned from the drivers, that there
was a camp at Baxter Springs.22

Lieutenant Pond had diminished his force that mornlng
by sending out a party of sixty men with all their wagons

and teams to forage in the country, leaving about twenty-five

2Opndreas, op. cit. 1152.

21Connelley, vantrill and Border Vars, 422; see map
on page 25 of this thesis.

®21p1d., 424.
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cavalry and fifty or seventy colored troops at the fort.23

Half the white troops were excused on account of sickhess.z4

The Battle of Baxter Springs

The garrison was wholly unprepared for the attack.
Lieutenant Pond was in his tent, separated from the colored
troops who were eating their lunch under a shed or arbor
near the spring. Upon a warning given by Sergeant W. L.
licKkenzle, Lieutenant Pond ordered his men to the fort,?5
Many of them had to break through the enemy ranks which were
between the fort and the dining quarters. In a short time,
the white and colored troops succeeded in routing the enemy
from the camp. With Lieutenant Pond operating his twelve-
pound howitzer and the colored troops keeping up a rapid fire
of guns from the blockhouse,the guerrillas soon retreated
to the shelter of the trees along Spring River.2® Tne enemy
seemed unaware of thé small number of men at the camp. The

casualties reported by Lieutenant Pond were eight killed
and ten wounded.<’ | |

231, James B. Pond, Report of Action at Baxter Springs
0.6, 1863, War of the Rebeilion, Official Hecords, Series I,
Part I (Washington, D.C., 1888), 669; also see Appendix of
this thesis.

240me Girard Press, June 6, 1872. See Appendix.
25

Britton, op. cit., II, 222.
261h1d.; See map on page 2%0f this thesis.

27Pond, op. clt. See Appendix of thls thesis.
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Vihen the foraging party, sent out by Lieutenant Pond in
the morning, heard of the disaster of the battle, they did not
return but mounted the mules and horses which they had un-
hitched from the wagond, and rode to Fort Scott.Z8

On accqunt of the reports of more active Confederate
operations in Arkansas, HMajor General J. G. Blunt was ordered
to Fort Smith. October 4, he left Fort Scott with his mili-
tary escort, Company I, Third Wisconsin Cavalry and Company
A, Fourteenth Kansag, and proceeded by way of the Military
Road, intending to vislit Fort Blair at Baxter Springs. He
seemed to care a great deal for military display. He was
pfoud of his band which played in the plaza at Fort Scott for
an hour before he left, and many of the citizens watched the
military parade march out of town that beautiful a:f'ternoon.z9

Dr. W. H. Warner in his account of the battle said:

He had tﬁken great pains to secure a grand and
imposing outfit, including a department band of

skilled musicians, elegantly uniformed and had procured

gigzéifczgg :iagg?gstment clerks and new uniforms for

It is easy to picture this military procession two days
later, as it advanced south along Military Road to Baxter
Springs. They crossed the ford at Willow Creek. The soldiers

28Connelley, Quantrill and Border Wars, 424.
29

Britton, op. cit., II, 216.

3oAndreas, Ope. cit., 1153.
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were looking forward to a pause in their journey, a good meal,
and rest emong friends at the fort. General Blunt halted hls
command to arrange his men and equipment in form, to proceed
into the garrison. The members of the band with their musiaml
instruments in position were ordered to the front. General
Blunt and his staff rode in the new ambulance, his horses led
by orderlies, following were the cavalry soldlers who were
dressed in their new uniforms and the supply wagons brought
up the rear.51 The approaching army, with its new ambulance,
its shining band instruments, 1ts soldiers in new blue
uniforms, stood out in striking contrast to the dull brown
backgfound of the autumn coloring. They were easily seen
by Quantrill's men who were retreating from the skirmish at
the fort. '

Noticing. to the southeast, mounted soldiers, dressed
in Federal uniforms, advancing from Spring River, General
Blunt, at first,!thought thém to be an escort sent out by
Lieutenant Pond to welcome him, but the confused errangement
of the men aroused his suspicion; so he sent forward Captain
We S. Tough to ascertain who they were, 52

Captain Tough reported that they were rebels, but

3 pndreas, op. eit., 1153,

32Britton, ope. cit., II, 217; also Major James G. Blunt,
Report of Action at Baxter Springs, 0.6, 1863, War of the
Rebellion, Official Records, Series I, Part I (Washington,
D.C., 1888), 688. See Appendix.
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General Blunt had little time to order his men into position

33

for an attack. Quantrill's men charged upon them at once,

o4

"firing: and yelling like demons. Seeing that they were
greatly outnumbered, more than five to one, the Union soldiers
turned and fled over the prairie. Pursued by the guerrillas
for more than one and one-half mlles, all overtaken, were
killed. General Blunt and his adjutant, lMajor Curtis, escaped
through openings in the enemy's ranks, but lMajor Curtis' body
was found the next day.35

In the band wagon were James 0O'Neale, special artist for
Frank Leslie's Illustrated Newspaper, and fourteen members
of the band. The driver, thinking that he could escape,
drove at great speed in the opposite direction from the fleeing
soldiers, but a wheel came off the wagon, and they were over-
taken. All were killed, and thelr bodies with the wagon,
were burned.°® :

General Blunt finally succeeded in rallying fifteen of
his men with whom he reached Baxter Springs Camp late in
the afternoon. This was-a crushing defeast to General Blunt

who had had until this time, & very successful war record.%?

S3pritton, op. ecit., II, 217.

34Allison, op. eit., 156.

B11a.

36Brit’con, op. eit., II, 220.

3'7Alli.son, op. cit., 157.
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The next day, October 7, was spent in recovering and
burying the bodies of the dead. General Blunt in his report
to the War Department, lists seventy-nine killed and five
missing38 but Dr. W. H. Warner of Girard, Kensas, reported

ninety-three killed.®® Dr. Warner was a post surgeon: in

the battle at the camp.*o

Gen. Blunt estimated the number of guemdilla forces used
in the attack on the fort and military train to be six
hundred men,41 whlle Col. Quantrill numbered his men at two
hundred £ifty.42

Quantrill gave the results of the engagement as follows:

We continued the chase about 4 miles, when I called
the men off, only leaving about 40 of them al<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>