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A s freshman we look at college as a road; a road
|

/,f with many possibilities and opportunities. We are
/W led down roads to new friends, ideas, and ways of

F

life. During this time we begin building our own paths
towards life goals and identities.

A lone student
walks from floor
to floor in the
Mitchell Hall
stairwell.
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ARy 4 . choose.

hroughout the 1997-98 school year, PSU traveled
different roads. The opening of the Kansas

Technology Center (KTC), the first online enrollment,
and both Men’s and Women’s Basketball going to the NCAA

tournament are just some of the many destinations that PSU
reached.



% ome of PSU’ travels are still under way. The football
team was on their road to the championships when
they suddenly detoured by losing the first game of the

playoffs. Now, they are back on the road to victory for next
year. Russ Hall, Whitesitt Hall, Willard Hall and Horace
Mann Building are all just beginning their paths to
renovation.

Welding is part of
the curriculum
offered at the KTC.

A student gets dirty
during Greek
Games.

Members of ROTC
load a helicopter
on their way to
advanced camp.



long the way there were many people that helped us
- in choosing our directions. Administrators, faculty
. and friends stood by to give advice and knowledge
to take with us on our journeys...
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Welcome Week -

story by Nicole Buck # design by Stephanie Jirak

A fun way

to kick off

the school
year

# Student Life

t was the end of August and PSU

students realized that the fun times of

summer had suddenly come to a
screeching halt.

But rather than have their fellow
classmates filled with despair, those students
involved with the Campus Activities Council
arranged several entertaining events for the
first week back to school.

These were to welcome past PSU students
back to campus, as well as to greet those
students who might be new to the community.

The activities began Monday, Aug. 25 when
the United Hall Council (UHC) and Student
Activities Council (SAC) joined to present the
second annual Singled Out, PSU style! David
Oakley, Pittsburg jr., and Nichoel Knapp,
Shawnee Mission sr., were the two lucky
contestants for the night. After the contest, all
participants danced the night away in the
Dellinger Underground.

Tuesday evening, students pressed their
luck at Casino Night, downstairs in the
Overman Student Center. Upon arriving, each
student received $100 of fake money to use
playing blackjack, craps, roulette and many
other games.

At the end of the night, prizes were

A dealer
cuts a deck
of cards
between
games of
Blackjack at
Casino
night,
Students
were given
S100 of fake
money to
gamble
with,
pressing
their luck at
Craps,
Roulette,
and Slots.
—photo by
Brian
Holderman

auctioned off to the students who had
accumulated the most wealth.

Comedian Katsy Chappell was featured
Wednesday night in the University Club.
Described as “Bodacious, vivacious, and totally
outrageous!,” she kept PSU students laughing.

Thursday afternoon, the Balloon Artist
(formerly known as Phil) wandered around the
Student Center creating and distributing
balloon creatures to students, faculty and staff.

The Dynamic Duo of Life in General
performed Friday on the lawn in front of
Tanner Hall.

They were the featured act at a end-of-the-
first-week-of-school cookout. This popular
band was the winner of the 1996 and 1997
Campus Activities Contemporary Music
Awards. Many students attended to support
this up-and-coming band and joined their
massive fan club.

To close out the activities of Welcome Week
1997, the popular movie Volcane was shown in
the Campus Oval at dusk on both Saturday and
Sunday evenings.




AE

Mike Rinard, Spring Hill,
sr., tosses the dice down
the table in a game of
craps at Casino Night
during Welcome Week.
Many students attended
the event in the
University club located
in the Overman Student

| Center on Aug. 26.

—photo by Brian

l Holderman




us Activities Fair

story by Nicole Buck # design by Stephanie Jirak
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he day was Sept. 10, 1997 and PSU
students were roaming the Campus
Oval. Some were working at various
organization tables, some were browsing
around acquiring free items: such as T-shirts,
flyers and sno-cones. Still others were simply
relieved that they had a (somewhat-justifiable)
reason for skipping their afternoon classes.
From 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. that Wednesday,
numerous campus organizations participated
in a Campus Activities Fair sponsored by the
Campus Activities Center. This event was
created to provide persons involved in various
organizations with the perfect opportunity to
distribute information and to promote their
group.
This year the Campus Activities Fair
attracted more students, faculty and staff than
in previous years.

Matt Searing, Lake Zurich, IL sr., of the PSU Hockey Club
passed out information 1o two freshmen at the activities fair.
The PSU Hockey Club plays roller hockey every Tuesday in
loplin. — photo by Matthew S. Hicks

Little Balkans Days
Helps Kansans

Celebrate Heritage
by Peter Euler

rom basketball tournaments to parades, even a

fishing tournament, there was something for
everyone to do at the 14th Annual Little Balkans’ Days
Festival held Aug. 28-31 in downtown Pittsburg.

According to Pam Clutter, Little Balkans’ Days
event coordinator, the festival was a celebration of
Pittsburg’s heritage.

“It has something to do with bringing the
community together and helping celebrate the heritage
of southeast Kansas,” she said.

There were many new events added this year,
according to Joe Hart, Pittsburg Area Festival
Association chairman. Among the new events was the
performance of the international students on Main
Street and the fishing derby for the younger kids.

According to Clutter, another thing added was the
tours of the Hotel Stillwell, which was recently
renovated.

There were many popular events over the four-day
festival. Clutter said some of the more popular events
were the 3-on-3 basketball tournament, the magic
show, the quilt show, the two Speak Easy shows and
the Folk Life Festival.

According to Hart, the festival was primarily a
local event. “It's a community get-together,” he said.
“We try to promote it within a 50-mile radius.”

Although it was a local festival, it was promoted
statewide and in the four-state area, and people
attended from different areas of the country.

“We had people from Ohio, Washington,
Arkansas, Texas and quite a few from the Midwest,”
Clutter said. “We send out calendars of events to all of
the Chambers of Commerce around the state. We send
press releases to everybody in the four-state area.”

While the festival was a fun time for everyone who
attended, Hart said the most important part of the
festival was the volunteer work.

“Many people put in a’lot of time to prepare for it
(the festival),” he said. “It takes many volunteers to
make it work. We have an excellent board. We asked
them to do things and cooperations was outstanding.”




Homecoming Week

“Viva
Las
Vegas”

+ Student Life

iva Las Vegas! This was the Pittsburg

State University 1997 Homecoming

theme. This year, several new
activities were added to the traditional
Homecoming events.

The activities began on Monday, Oct. 20,
1997, with the Yard Art Contest and Gorilla
Games in the Campus Oval. For Yard Art,
organizations designed, built and presented a
free-standing display or structure related to the
Homecoming theme in a designated area
around the oval.

Gorilla Games provided student
organizations the opportunity to compete
against each other in several events including a
bat race, the big wheel relay, lip sync and
wheelbarrow races.

Presentation of the Homecoming King and
Queen candidates was an anticipated part of
the week. During this event, each candidate
was required to respond to one question in
front of a large audience of peers, faculty and
staff. The results of presentation heavily weigh
on the final decision of King and Queen.

Edward
Lomshek,
Pittsburg jr.,
tries to keep
his balance
as he
partici-pates
in an event
during the
Gorilla
Games, on
Oct. 20,
1997.
—phaoto by
Kyle Keith

Andrew
Gill,
Lawrence
jr.. and Amy
Kurtz,
Lawrence

50., were
married by
“Elvis”
Gregg
Roberts,
Lamar fr.
—photo by
Kvle Keith

story by Melisa Harley & Nicole Buck ¢ design by Stephanie Jirak

Brian Moorman, Sedgwick sr.,, and Kathy
Denney, Independence st., were crowned King
and Queen. First attendants were Matthew
Morris, Caney sr., and Shannan Cox,
Springfield, Mo. jr. Rob McAllister, Carl
Junction, Mo jr., and Jamie Suddreth, Olathe jr.,
were second attendants.

The Yell Like Hell annual pep rally was a
huge part of Pitt State Homecoming tradition.
Student organizations competed in this event
by preparing a routine that included a chant,
pyramid and dance routine. It was performed,
once again, at Carnie Smith Stadium.

A new activity, a student/alumni casino
night, was introduced during the week long
festivities. This event, located in the Overman
Student Center, was a mixer for both students
and alumni to get together in a casual and fun
setting.

Homecoming game day events began with
the parade. Many creative floats participated in
the parade this year. Many smaller, and less
noticed, student organizations on campus
competed in the float and mini-float contest
this year.
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- N | Kathy
Denney,
Independence
sr., and Brian
Moaorman,
Sedgwick sr.,

were elected
Homecoming
Queen and
King
--pl'mrt: hy
Kristy
Ramirez

Kappa Delta
member, Kara
Herr, Valley
Center ir.,
holds a “P" in
their cheer for
Yell Like Hell.
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks

Brandon
Duvall, Miami
Okla., jr., and
Tim Vesco,
Rock Springs
Wyao., fr.,
periorm o
“YMCA” in the
Sigma Tau
Gamma
fraternity’s
entry at Yell
Like Hell.
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks



Homecoming Week

stats by Nicole Buck # design by Stephanie Jirak

Yard Art - Parade

Here is
how it all Gorilla Games

Coed: Ist + Sigma Phi Epsilon Floats:
breaks Ist ¢ United Hall Council 2nd + Sigma Tau Gamma 1st # Sigma Phi Epsilon
2nd + KANS 3rd I\'-::\\'man Club 2nd ¢ Pi Kappa Alpha &
down 3rd + Newman Club 4th + Pi Kappa Alpha Sigma Sigl‘mla Sigma
4th « Black Student Association ” k H 3rd ¢ Lambda Chi Alpha &
A]Phd Kappﬂ A]pha) Ye L[ e He liappa I?("“d
Delta Sigma Theta, Coed: 4th ¢ Sigma (‘lu &
NASA, 1st + Newman Club Alpha Gamma Delta
HALO 2nd + Black Student Association _—
Men: Men: : M:m-l*lloats;
1st » Sigma Phi Epsilon Ist * Sigma Tau Gamma Ist # Newman Club

Pi Kappa Alpha

2nd + Pi Kappa Alpha

2nd # Student Government

3rd + Lambda Chi Alpha 3 a Chi Alpha Association
4tl 3xc L.ambd\ (,:hl ' _pfn 3rd # United Hall Council
. 4th + Sigma Phi Epsilon :
omes Women: SWEEPSTAKES
Ist « Alpha Gamma Delta Ist + Sigma Sigma Sigma
. « = - . C ] o «
2nd ¢ Sigma Sigma Sigma 2nd # Alpha Gamma Delta st @ Sigma Phi Epsilon (37.5 pts)
3rd * Kappa Delta 3rd e Alpha Sigma Alpha 2nd + Newman Club (37 pts)
4th ¢ Alpha Sigma Alpha 4th + Kappa Delta 3rd + Sigma Sigma Sigma (36 pts)
Queen

candidates are
announced at
the Carnie
Smith Stadium
on Oct. 22,
during the
1997
Convocation.
—photo by
Nicole M.
Brown

Alpha
GCamma
Delta
member
Sandy
Payne jr.,
falls to her
hands as
the Alpha
Camma
Delta Yell
Like Hell
routine
comes o a
close,
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks

# Student Life



The men of
Sigma Chi
fraternity
build their
pyramid
during the
Yell Like Hell
competition.
Unfortunately
the group
was
disqualified
for not
entering on
time.—photo
by Julie M.
Lucas

Matt Bittel,
Chanute, jr.,
straps on the

leather to
help the
Sigma Tau
Gamma

fraternity
win the Yell
Like Hell
competition.
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks

tis tradition at Pittsburg

State University to honor

Outstanding Alumni
during Homecoming activities
each year. These alumni,
selected by the PSU Alumni
Association, were recognized
for their professional, civic and
personal achievements. The
honorees for this year varied in
their fields of study.

Mark Hyde is vice president
and director of Internal Audit at
American Century Investment.
He received a bachelor’s degree
in biology at PSU as a summa
cum laude graduate in 1981 and
completed a master’s in
business administration at PSU,
in 1982.

Charles Irwin is national
coordinator for the Chrysler
Dealer Apprenticeship Program
and the Chrysler Donation
Program. He completed a
bachelor’s degree in auto-
motive technology at PSU in
1988.

Steven Scott is an associate
professor of education and
chair of the department of
special services and leadership
studies at PSU. He received a
bachelor’s degree in
mathematics education in 1973
and a specialist in education
degree in higher education in
1984.

Linda (McCracken) Thomson
is a systems engineer for Bell
Laboratories/ATé&T. She earned
a bachelor’s degree in computer
science/mathematics at PSU in
1982.

E Richard “Rick” Van Pelt is
president of Van Pelt & Van
Pelt, P.C., Attorneys at Law, and
president of VP/H Motels, Inc.
Van Pelt earned a bachelor’s
degree in art with a double

. Linda Thomson

Charles lrwin

F. Richard Van Pelt Steven Scott

Lydia Zager

major in pre-law and sociology
at PSU in 1980.

Lydia (Huffman) Zager is a
clinical instructor for the
associate degree nursing
program at Central Carolina
Technical College. She
completed a bachelor of science
in nursing at PSU in 1976.

These outstanding alumni
were recognized at “Crimson
and Gold Night,” on Oct. 24,
1997 in the Overman Student
Center. They also rode in the
Homecoming Parade and were
honored during the pre-game
show before the football game
against the Northwest Missouri
State University Bearcats.



Homecoming Week

l’]’hey beat story by Laurie Sisk @ design by Stephanie Jirak
uS fa'zr and Quarterback

1.J. Dalton,

t looked as though the Pittsburg State

S uare On Uni . 5 Pittsburg, sr.,
: q A Ll niversity football team’s 63-game glances to the
o I regular season winning streak would sideline to
OuT Own continue. However, the Bearcats of Northwest see if he
SN Missouri State University overcame four ')":I:i(:: :;2:‘]:
home ﬁEl e turnovers and a 14-0 fourth quarter deficit to Dalton ot
: defeat the Gorillas 15-14 at Carnie Smith his first

nl _ Stadium during Homecoming Week. start as

— Chad Webb It was the first loss in 65 regular season I‘(‘::g;‘l"";‘:‘
T home games for the Gorillas, ending a streak 0 Zack

that dated back to 1984. Siegrist's,

A rain-drenched homecoming crowd Andover, jr.,

witnessed Pitt State’s first loss of the season. :,};:::,Ij:!;,:

“There’s nothing to say. You can’t blame it z\1f]t!h(.‘u-‘ S

on the weather or the bad breaks either,” Hicks

defensive lineman Chad Webb, Carterville,
Mo., so., said. “They beat us fair and square on
our own home field. Give credit to Northwest;
not too many teams can do that.”

Torrential rains transformed Brandenburg
Field into a muddy quagmire as the Bearcats
slipped and slid their way to 260 yards total
offense in the victory against the No. 2 ranked
Gorillas. Northwest entered the game ranked
fifth in the nation.

Pitt scored first in the contest, after Gorilla
linebacker Gene Hensley, Springfield, Mo., sr.,
recovered a Bearcat fumble in the end zone late
in the first quarter. Josh Barcus, Clearwater jr.,
was successful on the point-after attempt,
giving PSU a 7-0 lead.

Late in the third quarter, the Bearcats
fumbled again to give the Gorillas possession at
the Northwest two-yard line. PSU quarterback
J.J. Dalton, Pittsburg sr., gave Pitt a 13-0 lead
three plays later. Barcus converted the extra
point to give the Gorillas a 14-0 lead. Dalton, a
fifth year senior, was given the starting nod in
place of injured quarterback Zack Siegrist,
Andover jr. [t was the first starting assignment
for Dalton.

After the Gorilla’s final touchdown, the
Bearcats drove 63 yards on 13 plays to narrow
the gap to 14-6.

On what may well have been the deciding
play of the game, Bearcat holder Brian Sutton
mishandled the snap for the extra point and ran




into the end zone for a two-point conversion.

“The ball was so wet it was hard to
handle,” Sutton said. “I just grabbed the ball
and went with all my might.”

Dalton fumbled on the next PSU drive after
a hard hit from Sutton. The Bearcats recovered
the ball on their own 44-yard line and six plays
later tied the game at 14-14 on a 7-yard Derek
Lane touchdown run.

Dave Purnell booted the extra point to give
the Bearcats a 15-14 lead. Pitt took over
possession with 7 minutes 59 seconds left, but
gave the ball up on downs. The Gorilla’s final
drive was thwarted by a fumble with 26
seconds left. Northwest stayed undefeated at 8-
0 with the win. Pitt fell to 6-1 overall.

Ramone
Burroughs,
Pittsburg sr.,
makes a key
interception
o stop a
Bearcat
drive. The
interception,
however, was
voided when
Burroughs
was called
for holding.
—photo by
Matthew §.
Hicks

The
homecoming
football game
became more
of a large-
scale mud
wrestling

event as
Mother
MNature
handed the
Gorillas a
taste of last
vears losing
end.
—photo by
Matthew §.
Hicks




urg becomes beautiful

story by Elaine Harris ¢ design by Misty Beck

leaning up buildings, fixing up

houses, planting trees and tulips

and making the city of Pittsburg
look the best it can are all part of a new project
called “Pittsburg Beautiful.”

Started by Dave Nance, then former
Pittsburg mayor; Marty Beezley, director of
community relations for ElIm Acres Youth
Home; and John Kennedy, director of the Parks
and Recreation Department, the project’s goal
is to improve the appearance of Pittsburg for
visitors, residents and prospective businesses.

“We want the city to look better and
upgrade its appearance,” Nance said. “We have
to have economic development for us to grow.”

The Pittsburg Beautiful main committee is
working on several sub-committees to make
the city cleaner. One committee is creating
welcome signs for visitors to the city. Another
committee is putting
student displays in
empty store fronts. A
third committee is
working on signs to
be used to recognize
individuals who have
cleaned up their
house, yard or
business.

The recognition
signs say, “Thanks for
making Pittsburg
more beautiful.”

“After out initial
start of the project, we
sent around 1,000
surveys to various people in Pittsburg,”
Beezley said. “Out of the 700 replies, 97
different comments said that they wanted to
improve the appearance of the city.”

Another committee, the landscaping
committee, is responsible for a variety of
projects including purchasing planters for
downtown street corners, installing fountains
in city parks, and adding more decorative flags

to the downtown area.

“We are creating two more committees: a
clean-up/paint-up committee and a publicity
committee,” Nance said.

Tulips were planted in the spring at the
north and south ends of town.

Michael Johnston, horticultural consultant,
is the chairman of the landscaping committee
and helped to plant the tulips.

" “We wanted to keep with the color theme
of Pittsburg State University, so we planted
read and yellow tulips at the north and south
entrances,” Johnston said.

Another project Johnston hopes to instigate
is Pittsburg’s designation as a “Tree City USA.”
To become a “Tree City,” Pittsburg has to meet
four criteria: establish a tree board, pass a city
tree ordinance, fund the forestry program with
an annual budget minimum for $2 per capita
and hold an Arbor
Day observation.

“Within the state
of Kansas there are 92
“Tree City USA’
communities,”
Johnson said. “You
don’t have to be a tree
hugger to be
concerned with the
environment.”

Nance and
Beezley are
encouraging everyone
in the community to
become involved.
They hope this
ongoing project will create a chain reaction,
involving everyone in the community.

“The people of Pittsburg should want the
city to be as good as it can be and hopefully
people will see the program in action and want
to be a part of it,” Beezley said.

Beezley strongly encourages student
organizations to be involved as well, since PSU
is a big part of the community.



illions of tons of recyclable
materials are thrown in the
garbage every year and is

sent to the landfill where it stays
permanently. The fact is, recycling is
easy and there are opportunities to
recycle everywhere, even in
Pittsburg.

Pittsburg has three centers that
offer recycling opportunities.
Crawford County Citizens for
Recycling, Pittsburg Reclaiming, and
New Horizons are all available for
Pittsburg residents.

Crawford County Citizens for
Recycling is a volunteer organization

with two regular employees, that
takes paper, aluminum, glass and
plastics.

Citizens for Recycling is located
at 1200 W. Fourth Street, directly
across 69 highway.

Citizens for Recycling receives no
city funding, instead Pittsburg
residents pay a small amount of
money when they drop off their
reusable goods.

Volunteer Charles Cobb explains,
“We completely understand that the
city has other monetary
responsibilities besides our
organization. We don’t want a tax

Josh Jabben,
Caney Jr.,
unwraps the
root of a
tree he is
planting in
Lakeside
Park.

Jabben is a
pledge for
the Pi
Kappa
Alpha
fraternity.
The clean
up day was
a chance for
the pledges
to perform
community
service.
—photo by
Kyle Keith

increase on our account, were not in
this for money. Obviously, our
concern is reducing waste.”

New Horizons of Pittsburg is
located at 2702 N. Joplin.

New Horizons employs mentally
disabled adults. They only accept
aluminum cans, paying for what is
brought in to be recycled.

Recycling is important to the
environment and according to
research, it makes sense to cut back
on waste and recycle materials that
are reusable.

The citizens of Pittsburg are
doing their part.  *




Play portrays tale

story by Tina Sardini € design by Misty Beck

“What is
important
is to
concentrate
on listening

tothe
dialogue. It
is a theatre
of talking.”

¢ Student Life

Zach
Moores,
Prairie
Village fr.,
and Jessica
Waggoner,
Olathe fr,
portray
starcrossed
lovers in
“Romeo
and Juliet.”




omeo and Juliet, William

Shakespeare’s famous love story, is

400 years old but it still has much to
say to a 1998 audience. As a classical play that
leaves time and space irrelevant and
unimportant, “Romeo and Juliet” is not just
about the love between two young people. It is
about the social environment that controlled
the lives of the title characters — an
environment that ultimately lead to their
deaths.

The play ran March 2-8 with matinee
performances for local high schools beginning
March 2-4. The PSU community and area
residents experienced Shakespeare’s most
famous romantic tragedy during evening
performances March 2-8.

“Romeo and Juliet” director John Green, like
Shakespeare, is a native Englishman who has
directed college plays for many years.

Green undertook the presentation with the
same passion the characters undertook intheir
love affair. It is a task with numerous
difficulties, the greatest of which is
Shakespeare’s language. ’

“It is true that we are dealing with a
language that is very much out of date,” Green
said. “What is important is to concentrate on
listening to the dialogue. It is a theatre of
talking.”

Green added that as viewers follow the fast
action of the play — the actors’ physical and
emotional feelings when they meet, talk, dance,
love, fight, and die — they interpret the play
more clearly.

Green said his primary focus was to present
a clear interpretation of the play to American
students and to introduce them to universal
themes that exist within the story. Except for
the concept of love, the concept of family
characterizes the whole play. That concept
includes struggles within the family — parents
controlling children, miscommunication
between parents and children, effects of society
on the family and the close proximity of death
in the family.

Shakespeare’s language, however, was not
the only obstacle Green had to hurdle.

The production - research, casting, rehearsal
time, set construction, lighting — had its own
nuances.

Each spring the PSU Theatre Company
presents a major project and to meet the
deadline, Green began searching for a play last
fall. Once he decided on “Romeo and Juliet”, he
had to find a cast.

Green said he had no specific criteria in
choosing the actors, however, each role
required specific skills that he tried to discover
during the auditions. Another factor Green

searched for was the long-term
abilities of the actors — how well
they would perform after six

weeks of rehearsals; how well

they got into their characters; and
how well they clicked with the other
characters in the play.

To make that point Green noted that
Juliet (Jessica Waggoner) and Romeo
(Zach Moores) are “two different people,
two individuals.”

“It's difficult for me to imagine
them together outside the play,”
he said. “But within the play they
fit together. There is this
chemistry that makes them the
perfect Romeo and Juliet
couple.”

After casting came
rehearsals.

Rehearsing had
many obstacles,
primarily time,
and physical and

emotional fitness. All rehearsals were Wes Warlop,
scheduled in the evening, so after a full day of g::tseburg
classes, cast members had to concentrate on the

graduate,

lines and the emotions required to give their
best performances. The actors also had to
maintain their health during rehearsals.

In addition to maintaining the rigors of
practice, the main actors — as naturally as

rehearses the
part of Juliet’s
father in
“Romeo and
Juliet” which

possible — had to mesh Shakespeare’s powerful ~ was
language with the intimacy and passion of performed
March 2-8.

lovers.

Along with the actors,the costumes, the
lighting and the choreography all helped to
bring alive this tragic story of love.

Shelli Ba
Pittshurs
and
Waggoner
Olathe fr
rehearse for
Romeo and

Juliet




The Harlem Globetrotters

Globetrotters
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story by Peter Euler ® design by Stephanie Jirak
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A 4“" -~ he Harlem Globetrotters returned to
."‘ PSU for the first time since 1995; this

time to a packed crowd at John Lance
Arena on Tuesday, Jan. 27.

A few members of the team entertained the
fans before the game by trying various shots.
Matthew “Showbiz” Jackson kept the fans
interested by trying a half-court shot by
shooting the ball over his head one-handed.
With every miss, he continued to say “One
more time.”

Later on, Curley “Boo” Johnson, best-known
for his impressive dribbling skills, made a free
throw by bouncing the ball in the basket with
his back to the hoop.

The Globetrotters took control of the game
from the start, and beat the New York
Nationals 86-61.

Throughout the game, Jackson played many
tricks to rile up the referee, including bringing
different spectators out on the court in the
middle of play. He became extremely popular
when he stole cotton candy from one of the
vendors and threw it to fans in the stands.
Jackson also repeatedly threw water on the
fans.

Also during the game, many stunts were
pulled while the clock continued to run,
making it even more hopeless for the
opponents. At the end of each quarter, the team
would line up and pass the ball around until
the last few seconds, when one of the players
would be wide open for a slam dunk.

Many of the stunts the Globetrotters
performed involved pulling fans from the
crowd. In one stunt, Jackson grabbed a child
from the stands and then offered him a
Globetrotters uniform if he would first take off
his shirt and flex his muscles. After that,
Jackson still had another trick. Jackson and the
boy went over to the child’s uncle and got five
dollars to help pay for the uniform. Jackson
then gave the five dollars to the child. But the
child had to give the money back to Jackson so
he could get the shirt back that he had worn to
the game.

Michael “Wild Thing” Wilson, who
unofficially holds the record for the world’s
highest slam dunk at 12 feet, had many slam
dunks during the game. Another standout in
the game was Madut Mayar, who towered
above the rest of the players at 7-foot-6.

The New
York
National
players
could only
watch as the
Globetrotters
showed off
what made
them
famous, the
slam dunk.

—photo by

Matthew S.

Hicks
Known as
the fastest
dribbler in
the world,

Curley “Boo”
lohnson runs
an opponent
in circles
during their
game at John
Lance Arena.
—phato by
Matthew 5.
Hicks

Mascot,
Glohie,
reaches out
to fans prior
to the
opening
ceremonies
of the
Harlem
Globetrotters
-New York
Nationals
baskethall
game

—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks
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; ow is everyone doing
tonight? I should
know, right?” said

‘extraordinist’ Craig Karges during a
performance in the University Club of the
Overman Student Center in October. Karges
astonished the audience by exploring
extraordinary phenomena (EP);

EP are those incredible, unexplained mental
and physical happenings in the lives of ordinary
individuals that have yet to be quantified,
qualified, or even questioned by the scientific
community. His performance featured
remarkable demonstrations of what may be
tomorrow’s certainties, but remain today’s
mysteries.

“I do not possess supernatural powers, nor
do | perform as a psychic, spiritualist, or
magician,” claimed Karges to
Variety /Corporate Entertainment magazine in
October 1994,

This statement may have been hard for PSU
State students to accept at first, however, most
of the sizable audience left the performance
with feelings of confusion, puzzlement and,
perhaps, frustration.

“I was very skeptical about his mental
talents until he connected my ring and two
other rings in a chain,” said Jeremy Deckard,
Marquette jr., “He actually put them together
and took them apart. You could hear them
crackle!”

Karges (while completely blindfolded) was

able to call out the serial number of paper
currency borrowed from a stranger; reveal the
unspoken thoughts of his audience; make
predictions that were later verified; and move
objects seemingly with the powers of his mind.

Karges eéven risked his performance fee to
demonstrate his abilities. He placed his
paycheck in one of three envelopes; the others
containing only blank strips of paper. After the
envelopes were sealed and mixed up, he asked
an audience member to select only one
envelope and burn the rest. If Karges was
successful in controlling his volunteer’s
thoughts, the remaining envelope would
contain his check.

“We use only 10 to 20 percent of our
minds,” Karges explained. “Think about the
capabilities existing in that 80 percent to 90
percent controlled by our subconscious.
Remember that the most extraordinary
phenomenon is the power of the human mind.”

Karges said the audiences’ response always
varies.

“Some are frustrated because they are
looking for a trick and can’t find one; others
believe they are witnessing miracles,” he told
Campus Activities Today in March 1995. “The
truth lies somewhere in between. Whatever the
audience members’ view, my show gets people
to think, to question the nature of reality.”

Having made more than 2,000 appearances
at more than 500 colleges in North America,
Karges has been honored as the most popular

variety performer on the college

A Pitt circuit and was also named 1995

SI'L‘:(';' . Campus Entertainer of the Year by

5 e i ot

e the National Association for

Karges, Campus Activities (NACA).

mentalist, Besides extensive touring,

bend a Karges has also appeared on NBC’s

;i)(l){(m A2 “The Tonight Show with Jay Leno”

a - ’ o 2: —r "

—Ehbto and CNN's “Larry King Live.

by Nicole

M. Brown
Karges has
a PSuU
student
assist him
for one of
his tricks
during his
performance
—photo by
Nicole M.

Brown



KTC Ded

Dedication
hosts
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begins
KTC
history
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rom the Pride of the Plains Marching

Band to the enthusiasm of the

speakers, the dedication ceremony for
the Kansas Technology Center (KTC) Oct. 24,
1997 was a spirit-filled occasion.

The courtyard of the KTC was packed for
the dedication of the “most significant building
project in terms of size and cost in Pittsburg
State University’s history.”

The event hosted a variety of local, state
and national “celebrities” including former
Senator Bob Dole, Governor Bill Graves, former
Governor Joan Finney, Speaker of the Kansas
House of Representatives Tim Shallenburger,
Regents vice chair William Docking, and
Pittsburg businessman and KTC fundraising
chair Gene Bicknell. Many of these individuals
spoke about the dream of the KTC and the
vision that made that dream a reality.

“This is a great day for Pittsburg State,”
said Jim Aubuchon, KTC fund drive committee
member and master of ceremonies for the
afternoon, in his opening remarks.

The sense of pride shone through in each
speaker.

“Five years from now, 10 years from now,
young men and women will be making history
because of what they learned here at the
Kansas Technology Center,” Dole said.

The KTC is a one-of-a-kind facility and its
opening makes history for the state as well as
for the University.

“This is the crown jewel in our regents
schools’ technology offerings,” Graves said.

The seven-year project to design, develop
and fund the KTC faced much adversity, and at
times, talk of halting construction was even
heard.

Through this adversity, however, a
committee of devoted individuals kept the
dream alive. Leading that group was Bicknell.

“In life, doubts and fears lead to nothing,”
Bicknell said. “This project rose like the
Messiah.”

Although the building is finished, there is
still more work to be done before the KTC can
reach its plateau of educational greatness.

“This occasion marks the next phase of a
dream,” said Tom Baldwin, dean of the College
of Technology. “The dream was not to create a
building, but to create an environment.”

Other speakers included Carlee Pickell,
Pittsburg sr., who represented the students of
the KTC. Pickell thanked the leaders of the
project for their dedication in seeing the project
through to its completion.

Reverend Robert Bardeen of the
Presbyterian Church gave the dedication
prayer. The ceremony included a ribbon across
each of the four main entrances from the
courtyard to the north, south, east and west
wings of the buildings.

The advisory council, dedication speakers,
fund drive committee leaders and student
presidents of all of the technology clubs
participated in the cutting ceremony.




Former

Senator Bob
Dole was in
Pittsburg

for the
dedication
and ribbon
cuttting of
the KTC.

— photo by
Matthew §.
Hicks

Carlee
Pickell,
Pittsburg sr.,
spoke on
behalf of
the student
body at

the KTC
Dedication.

Matthew 5.
Hicks

~

PSU President
John Darling
and
distinguished
Buests
including
Governor Bill
Craves, former
Senator Bobh
Dole and
former
Governor Joan
Finney, cut
one of the
four ribbons at
the dedication
of the KTC. A
variety of
local, state
and national
“celebrities”
spoke at the
dedication
Ceremuny
which marked
the official
opening of the
$27.7 million
building
project.

— photo by
Matthew S.
Hlicks



ain plagued Greek Week 1998, butit -
Rdidn't stop PSU's seven fraternities and

five sororities from representing their
organizations in the Greek Week activities.

On Monday, March 16, the events got
underway with the display art contest. The
chapters decorated display cases in the
Overman Student Center instead of hanging
banners in the oval. That night, many Greeks
attended a speech in the student center by Ed
King entitled, "The Secret Thoughts of Ritual.”

Tuesday was intended to be the day for the
Greeks' community service

In an
expression
characterizing
the strong
competition
during Greek
week, this
fraternity
member
shows he’s a
tough
opponent.
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks
Spectators
cheeron a
fellow
fraternity
member as
he struggles
to win the
tug-of-war
contest
—photo by
Maithew 8.
Hicks
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project. However, it had to be canceled due to
persistent rain. )

On Wednesday morning, Greeks
distributed doughnuts to all of the department
offices on campus. That afternoon, the
traditional Greek games were held next to the
University. The games were made that much
more interesting by the extremely muddy
ground and occasional drizzle.

There was a wide variety of events,
including the ever popular spin-around-a-
baseball-bat-to-get-dizzy-and-then-try-to-run
race, a relay in which the competitors had to

roll a potato by hitting it with a heavy ball
suspended from their waists by a nylon cord,
pogo stick races, and a contest to see who could
stuff the most marshmallows in their
mouth.
But the highlight of the week
M ) was the Airband lip-sync
- contest and the Greek God and
| e Goddess contests, which took
f place on Thursday in the
Weede Physical Education
a Building. Sigma Phi Epsilon
and Alpha Sigma Alpha were
named the winners in the
Airband competition. Jeremy
Lyons of Sigma Phi Epsilon
was named Greek God, and
Amy Ellis of Alpha Sigma Alpha and Shannon
Cox of Alpha Gamma Delta tied for Greek




Shannon Cox
portrays the
greek goddes
of music at the
Greek week
Greek God and
Goddes
competition.
Cox a senior
Alpha Gamma
Delta member
won the event
whitch took
place Thursday
March 19,
1998 in the
weede
gymnasiam.
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks

Members
from various
fraternities
dressed as
firemen to
present one
of the Greek
goddesses,
—phota by
Matthew S.
Hicks

A look-alike
to Kramer
from the
popular
show
Seinfeld
made an
appearance
at the
airband
contest
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks

An Oompa
Loompa
character
from Willy
Wonda and
the
Chacolate
Factory by
Roald Dahl
macle an
appearance
at the
airband
contest,
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks



Greeks take over campus

Rain » | ¢
holds off
for

festivities.

A participant
in the Greek
¥ games finds it
impossible to
run straight
after spinning
aroun
base
until he was ™=
- dizzy.
I+ spholo by :
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Mandi
Schnaer,
Olathe jr.»
portrayed
Annie during
the airband

contest,
—photo by
Matthew S.
Hicks

Sorority
members
give a
performanc
e as the
one-hit-
woncder
band of
Criss-Cross,
whose
members
wore their
clothes
backwards.
—phaoto by
Matthew S,
Hicks

Students
participate
in the
Chubby
Bunny
contest
during
Greek
Cames,
—phaoto by
Matthew S.



lattoos

Body
Piercing

Students across campus were
getting tattoos this year. This one
done at Magoos Tattoo Works in
Coffeyville is just one example
of the many styles of tattoos.
—photo by Kyle Keith







Body Art Makes a Comeback

storv by Melissa Naff @ design by Lori Hoelting

elcome to your new addiction.
This is the first thing
custoniers see when they enter

Second Glance, a body piercing

and tattoo parlor in Joplin, Mo

According to Jeff Julien, co-owner of Second
Glance, tattoos are addictive. PSUL students agree
with Julien on this subject. Body Accents tattoo artist
“If tattoos were free, my whole body would be Terry Ward puts the
finishing touches on
fellow tattoo artist Sean
two and am going to get a third soon.” Phillips's forearm. Ward
has been at Body Accents
for 2 years, and has a total
piercings are between the ages of 18 and 25, give or of 7 years tattooing
experience. This tattoo
brings Phillips's personal
I{L‘liy Accents, another l";)‘i}' plt’l“l.‘l'li‘\“ and tattoo count to 15. —photo
by Kyle Keith

covered,” satd Carrie Peterson, Shawnee fr. "l have
The majority of people going in for tattoos or
take a few years, according to local parlors.

tattoo parlor, said that the market for tattoos is
increasing, They are becoming more addictive than
ever. Body Accents tries to keep up with the trends,
.wcur'ding to Theron Roland, co-owner of the store.

The most pupul.{r tattoos at Second Glance
are the Tazmanian devil and roses. Both shops do
custom tattoos as well, and between the artists, just
about any tattoo can be done.

“Roses make great cover-upssaid Donetta
Julien, Jeff's wife and co-owner of the shop. "As
many men aswomen get roses. My husband has
some that covered up an old tattoo”

As well as tattoos, body piercing is becoming
increasingly popular. Body piercing covers a wide
range of extremities. A person can get pretty much
anything pierced, from their tongue to their penis.

“There has been an increase in the market
over the past couple of years,” Theron said, “Body
piercings are an addition to apparel, as well as
showing a personal statement.”

As far as body piercings go, opinions vary. Jeff
and Donetta get more tongue piercing requests and
Theron has more people wanting their navels
pic‘r":e.l,

"Tongue plercing is more popular than navel
piercing, we do two to three per week,” Donetta

SC{L({A




There are people out there that are not
Jumping on the "mutilation” bandwagon. Jake
Chapman, Pittsburg so. is sticking with earrings and
nomaore.

‘Il got my ears pierced because | was bored,”
Chapman said. "My ears are the only part of my body

| will have pierced. | would
hever pierce any other part of
my body, like my eyebrows.”

Other students go
all out; Jessica Gester, Franklin,
fr. has her ears and navel

pierced, and has also thought
:

Aalu‘ut};cttir:‘c her bangue ;‘tcrcc.‘i also,

"l always wanted my navel pierced, and | love
the way it looks” Gester said

Safety is a big issue that arises during any
tat tu:‘m:; or JmJ’\_f plereing. Tattoo par'!ars are
required to be licensed by the state and are
inspected quarterly,

Each artist has to be tested regularly for
tuberculosis, AIDS and hepatitis, and any artist who
has any one of these cannot practice.

Jeff would like to see the legal age for obtaining

a tattoo lowered because of safet Y issues.

I wish we could drop the age to 16," Jeff said.

Ul |

“Lots of kids are responsible, and they know what

they are doing. If a sixteen-year-old really wants it
> 3 9

they are going to go out and have someone on the

street do (t. The run the risk of bad work, or worse
contracting somcrhmg like AIDS"

Grester was one of those that did not go to a
licensed artist, but she trusts the person who pierced
her navel.

with body piercing and tattooing on the rise,
local shops are making sure they are current.

“We call the west coast and find out what is
hot there,” Theron said. “We offer everything here

that they do in California.”

Undecided about what tattoo
vou might want? Second
Glance offers over 32,000

- different tattoos, both on their
wall and in books. According
to Second Glance, the most
popular tattoo with women is

roses, while the men are partial
to tribal bands.
—photo by Kyle Keith

Forty-nine year-old Nevada
Mo., resident Doug Allard,
receives a tattoo by Robert
Stevens. Stevens is employed
by Second Glance in Joplin,
and has 11 years of experience.
—photo by Kyle Keith



The woman'’s role

What is the
womans
role in the
next
millennium?

# Student Life

n recognition of women'’s month, the

Performing Arts and Lecture Series

presented a debate between Phyllis
Schlafley and Sarah Weddington on
Wednesday, 