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Pitt State/KNEA adopts
Joplin classroom

B8 Tinz Springer (riddle) shared at a meeting what manipulatives she
baught for her East Meddle School classroorm in Jopling Missourl. (-1}
Tomy White, KNEA LniSery Southeast director: Susan Rohns-Smith,
PSU-KMEA treasurer; Springer: Blake West, KNEA president; Kenny
Mf[hllghr. PSLI-KMEA president.

Plttsburg State Universing/KNEA used 51,200 of local funds
for the Joplin Public Schools' Bright Futures Foundation
Adopt-A-Classroom program that pairs up organizations and
contributors with individual classreoms which were destroved
by the May tornado. PSU/KNEA was paired with a math

b classtoom Lasgdit by Ting Springer e East Middle School;
By to assist with supplies and other classroom needs.

§ "Members voted to do this based on the severity of the
impact on Joplin schools, the number of student teachers
that are placed in Joplin, and the numiber of PSU graduates
wha are employed by the school district” said PSL/KNEA
President Kenny MeDougle. It was the right thing to do”

When the tornada hit Joplin, "we (PSUYKNEA members,
Pitt Seate faculty and staff | went there the first few weeks to
clean up” Susan credits the PSU administration for being
helpful in providing time and resources.

The Joplin School District already had the Bright Futures
Foundation thitp:/ brightfuturesioplinorg) in place so those
wha offered help could almost immediately be put to work.
Fohns-Smith happened to see the Web site.

“Teachers had 90 days until classes were to starty she noted.
leachers had to get teaching materials and physical classroom
iems. Many purchased chairs, blackboards and other supplies
out-of-packet. Donating for the clagsroom was one of the
first “external PR” expenses PSU/KNEA has incurred.

“Chver the years we have been frugal with local dues.” Johns-
Smith said. “In the past we dealt with intellectual property
Jj,.h_:_h‘-.:i issues and court costs, e just have a SaVIMES account
and we know when situations arise, we have to have resources
readily available” Tohns-Smith said. "Our take-away is that we
were able o do this quickly.

“It's & no-brainer” she added. "We support teachers and
education. This is a way to let K-12 teachers know that we're
here, IU's overwhelmingly appropriace that this is what our
local funds could be used for”

The bulletin board

Feb. 1 is new deadline for
KNEA awards, scholarships

The deadtine for KNEA awands and scholarship
programs has been changed to February |

Find detulhatm.knea.nrgfgmm.

There are scholarships for KNEA Squdont
Program members and teachers returning
to college,

The awards programs honor those who wirk
far education support professionsls, higher
education, human and vl rights and ]-,'.;QL'LI.'I.'.IJ
action. Honor a Friend of Education,

Granks with varying deadlines will fund
classroom and leadership projects, Promate the
good work of your lncal association and Kangas
public schaols, There are many granits m helgp
v strengthen the teaching profesdion and
i pubnin sciwols great bor every child,

Find all this and more at kneg org!

Stresced that 23 percent of the country’s World
War [ draftecs were illitorats and 9 pw-tc-nr
I.\_‘e'.l'l:" ptl?&.il."..ﬂf:.'tlnﬁl'. Fepresentatives of the
NEA and the American Legion met in 1914
to sevk ways to generate pul¥ic support for
education. In 1921, the NEA Representative
Assernbly called for designaing of one wesk
each year 1o spotlight education

American Education Week iz always celebrated
the week prior 1o the week of Thanksgiving,

;Jnd iderais, resources amd activities to celehrate
e great work of teachers and students in
Kansas public schoals ot WWRLER o e,

wirna kinea.org - Qctoder 201 T feswes '
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