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Saturday, Movernber |8 was heavily
avercast, chilly, windy, and raimp—perfect
for ducks--and—che day that the Meoshe
Sate Wildlife Area, 5S¢ Paul. dedicaced the
renovation of s wedand areas. This was
the culmination of a |0-year program — with
scrual earth-moving occurring over the last
year and a half. A complex amalgam of
matching grants and forms of contributions
and the dedicated work of KDWPT, Duecks
Unlimited, and many other conservation
groups -including Audubon- contributed to
the success of this project.

The refuge has provided habiat for wa-
rerfowl for many years, but the manage-
ment of the area has been labor intensive
and mxpensive. Y¥ater had to be pumped
from the Meosho River to Flat Rock Creek
then pumped again to a single basin on the
area. From there water flowed dhrough
various control structures to other shallow
basins. Because the pumps are orucial to
the process, staff had to check the pumps in

the moming and
in the evening
mearty every
day—ain or
shine during
waterfowl-
hunting season.
The current
progect resulted in the ability wo pump di-
rectly from the river into a number of dif-
ferent basins (“pools’), iIncuding contralling
the e of flow, Pooks and thelr surrownd-
ing levees and water conorol structures
wore reconfigured for maamum effective-
ness in AMracting migratng and cverwinoer-
ing waterfowl, and parking lots were con-
szrucred that allow more efficent access o
the various wetlands. Thousands of yards
of underground pipes were also laid w al-
low for stravegic movement of water,
Owerall this popular state waterfow! area
nove provides even better and more cost-
effective waterfowl habiar.  Steve Ford

What a colorful 2017 fall!




§:00 Board Meeting Highlights
Megan Corrigan, Secretary

October Presenter: Cole Marrison

Airending: Mavis Benner, YWayne Bockelman, Christine
Brodsky, Megan Corrigan, Cindy & Sceve Ford, Delia Lis-
peer, Bobe & Liz Mangile, DChane MoCallim,

Minutes: Read, approved.
Treasurar's Report (Lizk Checking scoount balamnos-

$7061.64; We received a thank you letoer from the Hou-
seon Audubon for donating o their recovery effores
Membars are paying dues,

Programs: T = Should | szay or should | ::}'
Theer eiffecrs habitae and bebavior hive on Slamander
movement. by Dr, Britt Qusterhout (Post Doctoral
Fallow at Universicy of Arkcansas)

January 15 - Local habitat smpects on bird communities in
Eansas and Mizsowri: A joent mik by Fm_:sb-,.r; Srate biako-

#dIaTe studants
shments: Thank you, Mavis and Ray. Mesd volum-

esar for December

Birdseed Sale: Yill be held Saturday, December 9%,
Seeking donaticns of orafis and baked goods. Meed volun-
teers 0o halp with able nside and truck ocutside. Boh will
a-mall members doser oo the dare. Bluss Bdhbasn will do-
nate a trallar again chis pear, Barn ovwl houses will be

awailable, made by Ray Benner,
Publclty: Morming Sun had it on dhe front page this

e, BERPS mentoned e

T-shirts: Steva Ford designed an eye-catching T-shirg
ard are available for §10.

Donations: A beauriful book of first day issee nature
stamps was given 1o Diane that she would like 1o get into
the hands of someone who will appreciace s Discussed
whether it could be pare of a fundraiser. Ao, Stove and
Candy are mlking o folks at KDWWPT abour o psssibile
project st thair new headquarters where we may be able

Financial Statement
Liz Mangile, Treasurer

Nov 2017
Beginnaing balancg-——— ———— —--F 560
Dipdits
B L ] 1 Iy
B I 1L L 3 T B4 T2 50
i for speakpr-— - ————————— -5 19454
L T Ly T R 5 20400040
Py AT 76
s
Ml Bure e e e | 06 0D
Ending balanos———— e —Th 965 54

Cole Morrson af COL has
been installing solar panels in
the four state area for the
past tove pears, and be shared
safme insights about wherg
the industry is woday and
— where it's going. Solar paned
pt-l-nmhm;l!i-
wantly in che s decade, making it reasonable far meny home-
dreyiiers to recoup the momey they imest in a system through
savings on thesr energy bill. & 30% federal @x credis thar s o
nhnmmwml'!mﬁﬁh#uﬁuhm

crwarvar, some parts of the country are very supportive of solar
installations and other areas and power companies are less so.
Homeowners who ins@ll solar sysbems can generate a lot of
their own energy and, on sunny days, even more anangy than
thiey newd. They can then sell this back to the power company
undar a net matering agresment and get a oredit aguinst chelr
bl
Poreer companies in Fansas can $eL 3 naet metsring cap abowe
which they will not oredie residential customers for perarated
electricity. According to Morrison, ¥Westar has set this cap ac

I 5,000 waes, while Emnpire Diserict has sec iv ac FO0U000. Fur-
thermaore, Westar has sought approval from the Kansas Corpo-
raten Commission o chirges a higher Bade raoe oo customens
who install solar, arguing thar the fixed cost of maintining an
eleceric syscem doesn’s change when cuttomens generate poeer
off the grid and those costs should be shared eqgually, YWestar
plans vo put forth a new fee structure early next year, making
the future somewhat uhcertain
Also contributng o uncertainty is whather the federal govern-
mnk will Fnpole an import @x on solar panels. Mest sslar pan-
els are imported and cost less che American manubcured solar
paneds, Twe American companies fave complained o the Peder-
al Trade Commission that they cannot compete with the price
of imported solar panats and che Comeission (5 expeced o
recammerd for or againit an import @l in Movember. This
has put a ot of solar projects on pause, unahle to forecast the
price point of panels several months out. Bue Morrison poinced
out that whatever complicadans might arise, the demand for
sodar installations is likely po contimue to inoreise because pecple
mwmﬂnhﬂlh‘dmh@-ﬂuu;-lﬂ
the techrobogy is avallable. He nowd that solar panels have im-
proveed in efficiency and decreased m price. Batteries that can
store solar power for lamer use are haading in the same direc-

tlon, making the prospect of solir energy more and more
attractive. Magan Corrigan

Thanks to Mavis and er Benner for
the refreshments.




Eufﬂiﬂdhlﬂ'-m#'lﬂﬂﬂi positive pach forward for the Center.”

WILDCAT GLADES CONSERVATION & AUDUBON CENTER
IN TRANSITION

You miy have heard dhat Wildeat Glades Con-
pervation & Ausdubon Center in Joplin, MO is
strugggling for smabdiey of operaton into e future.
4 Tha beawtiful nature center has been open and
active for several years but faces some changes.
Chris Pigtobe, Maturalise at che nature center, sent
this statement about the sitatian.

*Formar members of the Advisory Board amnd
voluntesrs of Wildest Glades Conservation &
Audubon Center, with iocal bisiness leaders and
] stakeholders, have formed a concermad citizens'
mewhmwdmmwdnwmm
Saciecy (MAS) from Canter operations. Thes group is working with the Missouri Department of
Conservation (MDC) and the City of Joplin o explors futsre possibilides in Center stewardship.

mwﬂdﬁpﬂpllmpﬂ-mﬂ:wﬂnmﬁwMIMMHMH_

of the Center in the fashisn to which the community has become secustomed, By a
metnarandum of undarseanding which oudines the parmership responsibilises, NAS must give
MDC 120 days sher Oceober 31, 2017, n:rudum as to whethar they wish to ke own-
ership of the building, During this period, the citrens group will research public opinicn, financial
and adminisrative options, and informally proposed opportmities for the Center oo continug op-
erations and educational programming,

& public forum with mvited reprasentatives from scekeholder growps such as Ozark Gaseway
Auduben Chapoer and Misseuri Mascer Maturalists, 25 weall a5 MDC and NAS, will be held
an Tuesday, Movember 28 from & - B pm at the [oplin Public Library. The public is inviced to at-

| peers in the Ciepartment of Wildks, Parks, and Tounsm-sponsored event. For the event, high

e e —

SPERRY-GALLIGAR AUDUBOM CHAPTER MEMBERS
HELP WITH ECO-MEET

Bab and Lz Mangile, Mavis Benner, Emmet Sullvan, and Steve and Cindy Ford served as valun-

grhool student toams compete in fowr Goegones: written gxam, plant identdficaton, wildlife iden
gfscation, and natufe neerpremoon. The winners of the regional competitons then compace at
the scate level. For several years, Jemnifer Rader, Schesmmerhorn Mature Center, and Mike Rad-
er, Educanion Specalist for Deparmment of Wildlife, Parks, and Tourism, have facibtated the pro-

gram held at Greenbush (west of Girard)

Send your newsletter
articles, bird
sightings, and
nature notes to

C. Ford by jan. 10,



Application for Mermberihip
Sparry-Galligar Audubon Soclety

For first-time Mational Audubon membership, send 52000 and become

a member of boah organizmtiens. recesve § copies of Audubon Magazine annually amd

8 vapies of Sperry-Galligar Mewsleoer. Plagse moke yoer deck o Seerr-Gollper

Aurdubor,
TEF | wid in become o ARST TIME member of Matioaal Auduban ond Shemy-Galigor
Apdiban, (310000

Sperry-Gailigar Audubon and recee the B newsletters per year informing you af 58

wur local activities. Fleaose moke wour check s Sperme-Coliper Audubon

st & HEMEWING member of the local chopirer (5 1 5,001

TES I wisk 1

Future National Audisbon remewaly: Sond Aucubon mulkes foems

direcily oo Macnne

Ml o
Sperry-Galligar Awsdubon Society
B1é E. Atkinson Ave
Plotsburg, Bamias 6742
Prase Brin
Mami
Address -
Cicy —
Fhone o

w-mail sddress

For only lecal or renewal membership. send 31500 for membership of | |

Events &
Miscellany

Christmas Bird Count Scheduled

The anmuml Avduban Christmaos Bird Ceunt will

be held Friday, December 29, This is a
departure from our previows date due 1o a

change in our meeting place hours of ion,

Mest at the gas s@oon in Scammon, K5 1t
700 for ingtructions for the count. The day-
long survey is draded among che
pardcipants, [ you would like
details, plmse conceor Stewe Ford
ar sfardifllgos. pircsexte. edu or call
at 620-632-4380.

Liz Mengile ot

If you have not poid dues for the year, see

December mesting.

Sperry-Galligar Audibon Society

Mewsletter Sy i
Bl Atkinson Ave. v ol
Pitrshurg, KS 44742

Mectings are held the last Thursday of
month. Mo mestings in June July, or August.

1"'""’?11.

;Hl:rrflil-ﬂ date to be annownced.
00 pm to ¥ po, b0 Room 107, Yatey Ha

P35V Campui, Pittiburg, K5,
Aefreshments served. Gussis weldome,

Wisit our website:

Preepc fs perry-galligar.com!

Attention All

Maoamhare

Pay membership dues in September, Please consider paying local membership
dues. Our chapter receives 100% of the local dues only. HOWEVER, you can sub-
scribe to both. Either way you get the newsletter,
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