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INTRODUCTION

This thesis has been written with the aim o1 making
it & teaching instrument in the social sciences. An attempt
has been made to cover the span of American History treating
triefly the liberalizing Iforces. The author has used much
of the text of the thesis in his classes in Ameriean Listory,
Kansas History, YWorld Hdistory, American Protlems, Civies,
BEconomics and Sociology. The narrative of the development
of the liberal iforces in government adds mueh to the vivid-
ness of teaching kecause of its setting. It is recent enough
in point of time to belonyg to the present era and helps to
explain the significance of political life to-day.

l‘he treatment oi the material in this treatise has
done much to broaden the author's views of state and
national polities, big business and government. After all
material was collected, the only apparent sources of infor-
mation in many places were the newspapers and actors who
had taken part in the dramas and episodes under consider-
ation. BSoth of these soureces have been used, The Langas
State Historical Society at Lopeka has files of all the
newspapers of the state, and these were oconsulted freely.
William Allen Vhite and Vietor ilurdock were the two Xansas
actors on the political stage of this era who have aided
much in the preparation of this thesis, both by interview
and bty reading of the manuscript.
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The Progressive era did not end when the Progressive
Party went down in defeat in the election of 1912 nor with
its utter feilure to weather the convention strife of 1918.
It is true the progressive era did not clear up all the
problems facing the state nor did it do so in the national
government. In fact, it might sometimes seem thet with all
the liberalizing changes of the so-called progressive period,
only a start was made in meking the government progressive.

Many of our institutions have their origin in
liberalizing developments such as the progressive period.
Each has its origin in some peculiar economiec, social,
political, and educational felt need and is couched in the
economic fabric of our government. For example, "Big
Business"™ and some businesses not so "Big" driven by their
common need of "privilege™ has grown accustomed to control
the government in order to carry on its business "profit-
ably"®. The public schools of the nation have grown by
leaps and bounds during the seme era. Many ofthe private
schools have been wholly or partially supported by "Big
Business" donations, or endowments. Especially in Kensas,
the educetional institutions have grown during the Murdock
Rebellion, Boss Buster, Square Dealer, Insurgent, Pregressive
Republican and Progressive phases of the progressive move-
ment. Many of the administrative end orgenizetional weak

points facing the educational administretor today probably

vi




originated during the various phases of this development.
This study has been especially interesting due to the light
it has thrown upon the present day educational administre-
tive problems. '

This study caﬁnot hope to be a final summary of the
progressive ere, for it was not ended in the period eovered.
It is hoped that this study mey aid in the further research
carried on by others and be an addition to the available

information at the hand of the layman.
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CHAPTER I
LACKGROUND OF LIBERAL MOVENENTS

A history oif thé frogresaivé Movement in Xansas
demands a short summafy of the literal, democratic, progres-
sive, sometimes radical movements throughout the history of
the United States.

The Frogressive llovement is "one of the tig seli-
evident things in our national life.“l Frofessor Turner in

his Frontier in American distory, has pictured

"every generation in America since the adoption ol tae
federal constitution as witnessing an advance ol democ~
racy. 4inis advance nas been the result of radical
opinion, radical action and radical leadership. 1o a
large extent this radicalism, irom Jefierson to la
Follette, has had its impetus on the Irontier or in
the advancing West,"®
The Progressive liovement is one oi the products oI this
radicsalism,
These libteral movements have been liberal, radical
and even reactionary, but always they have been alive, Eroader
than any party,a appearing first in one party'and then another,
oiten coming out a8 & third party movement to compel the old

parties to adopt their program. These movements are the

1. Fred E, Haynes, Social rolitics in the United States,
p. 181, gives this as the opinion oi William allen "hite oI
sLansas,.

2. James Altert Woodburn, "Western ‘adicalism in American
Politics", Mississippi Valley distorical Zeview, XIII (Sept.,
1926), 145.

3. John ¥, Hylan, "The frogressive llovement", Forum,
LXIX (April, 1923), 1460-6. e
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"natural movements that come inevitable when the mass
of the people awaken to the fact that repeated and often
successful attempts are made to exploit them or usurp
their rights",4 .

Many of the major liberal movemnts in American pol-
itics have been agrarian, According to William Allen White
"our American Revolution was essentially agrarian, It came
from the planters of the South and the New England merchants,
backed by the farmers of the Nofth".s

This early period under the Articles of Confederation
and the establishment of our federal government, saw business
grow politically.6 This movement was partially checked by the
Jeffersonian Democracy. Normen Gras characterizes the period
1791-1861 as the time when small debtor class gained in their
strength as the tariff did little more than provide revenue.v

With but few exceptions the South and the West had
been able to keep an economic balance established throughout
the period before the Civil War. But gradually the indus-
trial development of the North increased that sectionalism
which is shown so c¢learly in the alignment in the'Jerfersonian
Democracy, the War of 1812, the South Carolina Exposition

and Protest, the Panic of 1837 and the Mexican War, The

4, Hylan, "Progréssive Movement", Forum, LXTIX(April, 1923)
1460-6.

5. William Allen White, Masks ina Pageant, p. 472.

6. Norman Gras, "Rulers of America", Current History,
XXXIII (December, 1930) 351-5,

7. Ibid.
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South's part in these alignments generally came in the
leadersnip. The Vest's part had been the products of the
American frontier =-- "radicalism and demoaracy."8

Another angle of this association tetween radicalism
and democracy has been stressed by William E, Dodd, as a
natural alliance, "each war has gradually placed the iarmer
and latorer under the manufacturer and finally drove the South
to fight & war. The South and West then paid the war debt."g
The free farm latoring class of the Yest, in the Civil War,
made a temporary gain with the corresponding economic advan-
tages to its section. »Sut in doing 80 it destroyed the pol-
itical power of the Soutin and the period of Reconstruction
following the Civil War to the eighties can be understood
only bty a close analysis of this period.

The period 1861-1887 has been characterized as the
development, amalgamation and consolidation of "Big Eusiness"

in the United States.lo

The Reconstruction policy throttled
the political power of the South that industry might have the
dominant position. This further orippled the South to such
an extent that it could not furnish thet leadership so nec~-

essary to the cause o0oi the masses against the ruling industrial,

8. Altert Frederick Iollard, factors in American History,
P 133.

9, Williem E, Dodd, "The Passing of the 014 United
States," Century, CXIX (Octoter, 1929), 39.

10. NKorman Gras, "The Rulers of America," Current
History, XXXIII (December, 1930), 351-5.
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commercial end professioneal politicians. The rise of this
new and complicated economic organization of society found
the Americen people unprepered 10 deel with the problems
confronting them.ll

The South was removed from the political bealence
wheel of our national covernment at a time when its leader-
gship was needed to curb the Frenkenstein railroad which
controlled meny state senators and representatives.lz The
states were even clessified by their representative rail-
roed districts as Union Pecific, gente Fe, eand Rock Islend
in Kansas.l3 Meny of these Northwestern states were "made
so to speek by the reilroeds and were now at the mercy of
its craator".l4

Then to further destroy the check on "Big Business"--
the West witnessed the building of state empires almost
overnight on borrowed cepitel. That meant this new civil-
ization must pay those ten and twenty year mortgages. This
created & materielistic minded debtor cless west of the

Mississippi eand 1eft the path open for the professional

politicians end their mechine.

11. Woodrow Wilspon, Division and Reunion, 1829-1909,
p. 289.

12, F. J. Heney, ncorruption in High Places", The
Arena, XXXIX, (1910) 625.

13. Noble L. Prentis, A History of Kensas, D 185.

14. Ibid.
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These elements of the period changed the national
end astate govermnments from a
"respectatle democracy into a kind of politiocal
oligarchy dominated by Iinance, or commerce, or wealth,
or what not of the material power in a community that
looked chiefly to the enricmment of the few and the
incidential employment oi the many,-- The whole thing
was 8 growth., It was the inevitatle trend that affairs
must take when the heart ol an intelligent democracy
turns from spiritual to materiel things. The rich
tene ficiaries of the change in our iorm of government
were not one whit more to btlame than the poor dufga
whose civic indolence made the change possible.”
Following the Civil War, the Republican Party had
remained in power until Cleveland's administration in 1883,
The Reputlican isarty was made up of many old factions in-
cluding Whigs, free Soilers, Lnow Nothings, anti-Netreska
Democrats, and the War Dem.ocra.te.l6 These factions had
supported the Reputlican rarty for the sake oi the Union,
but had given "its support only provisionally, with a
potentiel, if not &n actual, independence of Juﬁgment."17
The main issues of this period of domination bty the
Reputlican rarty were land, transportation, taxation, and

finanoe.l8 rolitical movements featured the rise ol the

16, William Allien White, "Free Kansas--"here the
Feople Rule the Feople,™ Outlook, C (February 24,1912) 407.

! 16. James Ford Rhodes, distory of the United States,
II, 45-9.

17. Woodrow Wilson, Vivision and Reunion, p. 281.

18. James Albert Woodbturn, "Western Zadiecalism in
American rolities," Mississippi Valley aistorical Review,
XIII (Sept., 1926, 185,
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Independent Liberal Republicen, Lebor Reform, Greenbeck,
Grenger, Populist, Labor Union, Sociglist, and the Pro-
o K ~ 1 19
gressive Movements.
The first of these independent parties rose in
1867, when father and son began to orgenize labor parties

"0 "They begen to

end fermer perties to fight capitel.
reelize they had common eims &nd purposes and could

accomplish them only by union".al These movements were
merely a part of & great world movement in every civil-
ized country, "in the interests of the Producing masses

nst orgenized end privileged wealth".zz

e

aga
Naturally eny politiceal perty long in power becomes
corrupt and the Republicean party of this period was no
exception.a:5 Probebly one of the best examples of a state
mechine developed during the Republicen regime was that of

the Quay Mechine in Pennsylv&nia.24 This mechine wes &

19. Kirk H. Porter, Nationael Party Platforms, Political
pletforms, Passim, e

A

20. William E. Dood, "Pessing of the 014 United States"
Century, CXIX, (Octecber, 192¢9) 3¢-41.

21, Ternest D. Stewert, "Populis? Party in Indiasna",
Indiena Quarterly Mecezine of History, XIV, (Dec. 1918) 336.

H

22, Elizeabeth N. Barr, e Populist Uprising", in
williem E. Connelley's, 4 Standard Eistory of Kanssas and
Kansens, II, 1113.

23, B. 0. Flower, "The Battle Ageinst Political end
Commercial Corruption in. the United States™, The Arena,
XxXxv, (1908) 63.

24, Chester Lloyd Jones, Readings in Parties end
Eloctions, P. 193-9.
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_ CHAPI'SR II
THE RISE OF THE FPROGRESSIVE MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED SIATES

One of the ii;st 1ndependen£ literal movemenis aiter
the Civil War, arose within the Republican party.l Lhis
faction assumed the name of Literal Hepublican in 18?2.2
The failure oi the movement was pernaps due largely %o bad
management and their choice of standard hearers.3 This
impulse for reform did not die btut merely submerged, reap=
pearing in the early eighties in the Lugwump movement Ior
Civil Service.* Although some of these early literal leasders
came from the East, the movements centered north oi the
Ohio, west oi the Alleghanies to the lacifiec, including
California. This part of America, apparently 1little
influenced by partisan habits and traditions,b was ireer

to decide whether the government was to be administered in

the interests of privilege or of the people.6

1, Edward Stanwood, A distory oi the rreaiéeng[ l1788=-
1897, I, 352. : f

2. Edward C. Carrington, The Americana, XXII, 636.

3. Lincoln Library of Zssentisl Informaiion, p. 386.

4, Molaughlin and Hart, Cyclopedia of American Gov't.,
III, 74; Charles A. Beard, The American rarty cattles, p. 1l3.

5, William Allen White, "What the Embattled Farmers of
the West are Shooting At," Colliers, LXII (Aug. 24, 1923), 5.

6. Irederio Austin Ugg, Kational lrogress, 1307-17,

8
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Running parallel to these livteral movements within
the Reputlican party was that group of independent third party
movements started by VU, H. felley in the sranger Society.7
The urangers were Iostered politically Ly the ureentacxers
under Cooper, lieaver, and autler.8 In the later eighties
came the sarmers Allianee which went into politics as the
ropulist or :ebple's farty under Weaver, Tillman, Jerry
Simpson, drs, ldary Elizateth Lease and William A. ren‘.'fcsr.9
It was a crude ropulism, striking tlindly &t the forces of
organized plutocracy, demanding government control of industry,
popular elestion of Senators, inflated currency, social reiorm,
primary, initiative, referendum, &nd rece.ll.lO

The Fopulists' first aim was to secure "relief for the

farming and latoring clasaea."ll These ropulists reformers

7. James E. Boyle, The financial History of Zansas, p. 49.

8. James A. Woodturn, "Greenback rarty," Cyclopedia of
American vovernment, II, 101. '

9., Edward Conred Smith, "Populist rarty,"™ A Diotionar
of American rolities, p. 327i; W. ¥. Rightmire, "Ihe Alllance
Zovement in Kansas," Kansas State Historical Society Collec~
tions, IX, (1906), 1-8; Annie L. Diggs, lne Story oi Jerry

mpson, sassim; Harry lhurston Peck, Iwenty fears ol the
Republic, 18856-1306, rassim.

10, William Allen Vhite, Lasks in a fageant, p. 1393;
#. B, Fleming, "The Reputlican rlatform Unmasked," The Arena,
L (1911), 2 4-209. ST e

1l. Frank L. docVey, "The Fopulist idovement," Economic
Studies, I (August, 1896), 133.
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12 13
were considered radical especially in stetes like Kensas--

one of the first states to react politically to the stimulus
14 :
of the depression. It was this movement eaccording to

Professor Malin of Kansas, "more than ahy other one single

one which marked out the main lines of liberal feform after
15
l890",

The tesk of collecting the lcose ends of this agrarian
movement was to fall to the leadership of William Jennings
Bryan. It was for Bryan to succeed where earlier leaders
had failed.16 He was to bring this reform, radicsl organ-
ization into the political lime light and lsater join it to
the Democratic party on the campaigns in the nineties.l7

The latter decades of the nineteenth century, saw
the rise of a libersal movement lying within the Republican

18
Party and running parallel with Populism, It was to be

12, Earnest D, Stewart, "The Populist Party in Indiana",
Indiena Querterly Magazine of History, XV (March, 1919) 72,

13, Elizabeth N, Barr, "The Populist Uprising", in W, E.
Connelley's, A Standard History of Kensas and Kensans, II,
1115-1195,

14, Raymond C, Miller, "The Background of Populism in
Kensas", Mississippi Velley Historicel Review, XI (March,
1925) 469-89.

15, Malin, Op., Cit,.pp. 1l22f,

16, Charles Edward Merrien, Four American Party lLeaders,
pPp. 63-84; Solon J, Buck, Agrarien Crusede, DDe 1997.

17. John Donald Hicks, The Populist Revolt, p. 461.

18, Williem Allen White, Masks in a Pageeant, p. 325; New
International Encyclopedia, XIX, 246; O. C, Hormell, "Pop-
ulTst Party", Cyclopedia of American Government, II, 757f,
W. G. Clugston% Kensas the Essance of Typical America",
Current History, XXV (October, 1926) 14-20.
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"confined principally to the small farmers, who waged, in
fact, & class war upon capitelists and financiers."? The
tackbone of these earlier maniieatations of the liberal
progressive movement wéa found in the economic ifabric of
the western farmer,zg and gave advance notice that the Amer-
ican frontier was pasaing.al This literal progressive move-
ment was essentially one oi the middle class or tourgeoisie
factions, largely agrarian plus "the discontented town people
whose living depended upon the prosperity of environing agri-
oulture."%%

fhe laborer and tenant farmer held aloof from Jjoining
this liberal progressive movement slthough a fairly consist-
ent 0id was made Ior their support.as "In the West, the

people have been inclined to follow insurgent or progressive

leaders," more or less disregarding the party, they were

19, Charles A. beard, Contemporary American distory,
1877-1913, p. 397.

20, Raymond Curtis Killer, "The background of fopulism
in Kansas," Mississippl Valley Historical Review, XI (iarch,
1925), 469-89,

2l. John bonald HZicks, fhe ropulist Revolt, p. 464.

22, William Allen ¥hite, "What the Embattled rarmers
of the Free West are Shooting At,"™ Colliers, LXXII (August
26, 1923), 5; William Znglish Walling, rrogressivism-- and
After, ppe. xxix-xxx oi Introduction.

Z3. ITheodore Roosevell, Autobiography, ireiace.
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against monopolies, particularly railroads at first, and later
the trusts in general or special representatives of chem.24
The movement was atarﬁed in Kansas by ifhomas Zenton .urdock
and Marshall M, durdock in the "Murdook Zebellion."®® 1ne
kurdock Retellion was part of a general movement as illus-
trated by the programs of sakFollette in Wisconsin, Hazen S.
ringree of Letroit, dichigan, Samuel L. Jones of loledo and
fom L, Johnson of Cleveland in Ohio, Alvert Zaird Cummins
and Jonathan rrentiss Dolliver of lowa, Joseph W. Folk of
dissouri, and Jonathan Bourne, Jr., of Uregon and many others .26
These leaders used their newspapers, chautauqua lectures
and personal political campaigns as their chief methods of
spreading their new and radical reiform measurea.a7 This pro-
gressive spirit first took concrete form in the energetic pro-
tests voiced by the Yestern Reputlicens against the tariif

legislation enmacted by their party in 1890, 1897, and 1909.38

24, Charles BEdward Merriem ard Harold ioote sosnell,
The American rarty System, pp. of.

&5, William Allen 7hite, fersonal Interview, August,1932,

H 26. J¥red E. daynes, Social Politics in the United States,
| PP« 1721,

" 27. A. N, Holcombe, in Cyoclopedia of American sovernment,
II, 103,

€8. Edward C. Carrington, "The Progressive rarty"”,
The Americana, XXII, 636-7.
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There was not tlind adherence to party lines; uwany
prominent members of the Republican party felt that their
party in state and national 5o§ernment'legislaturea was
dominated to a dangeroua-degree by the great corporationa.ag
These insurgents were optimistic crusaders fighting in
protest and correction of the common evils in the House of
Representatives against "Cannonism™ and his "vested inter-

n30 These orusaders wanted to grapple with corruption

ests.
and wrest the legislative power from the henchmen of big
business and place it in the hands of the people.31

The fight in the House of Representatives was started
by Vietor lurdock of Kanaaa,32 who was Joined by weorge V.

Norris of Nehras}:a.s5 This insurgents' insurrection was

due largely to the machine rule of the House and it

29, Fred E. Hdaynes, Social Folitics in the United States,
DD 1721,

30, George H. Shibley, "Progressive Jovemant " Twentieth
Century, II (April, 1910), 45,

31. Rotert C. Erooks, folitical farties and Electoral
Provlems, p. 83; e Orman Ray, An Introduction to rolitiocal
Parties and fractical Folitiecs, p. 6.

32, Vietor Murdock, rersonal Interview, August, 1932.

33, Hastings lacadam, "The Insurgents ,” Everybody's
Magazine, XXVI (June, 1912), 770-781,

34, Herbert Croly, "Lemooratic Factioms and Insurgent
Reputblicans,™ North Americsn Review, CXCI, 626-535.
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5
succeeded in changing the rules in 1910. ‘his insurgency

o

soon spread to the Sepate where 1t found & progressive leader
to sponsor its program =- Hotert ... Laloliette ol Wiscomsin
who led the liuﬁﬂ against “Aldrianism.“36

in 1901, an insurgent leader, Ly the name of lheo-
dore HRoosevelt came to the presidency with & progressive
record of legislation in municipal and state 5overnments.37
The remarkable "success of fresident Roosevelt in the sphere
of national politics was due to the preliminary work in tne
difierent states teginning atout 1890.":58 Several movements,
80 called, "were developing out of the muck-raking or out of
the discontent which the muck-raking was feeding with facts, Y
Many of these movements were "primerily an attempt to do
avay with privilege mther than an attempt to maxe privilege

socially useiul."40 Roosevelt sums up his attempts at

35. Fred E, daynes, Third farty .Lovements, p. 420.

. 36, Rotert M, LaXollette, "Autobtiography," American
liazazine, LALX (September, 1911), 531; Albert cZusnhnell hart,
american fearbook, 1910, 49.

37. lheodore Roosevelt, Autotiograpny, p. 431.

38. Ired E. Haynes, Ihird rarty :lovements, p. 408.

39, Lincoln Stefiens, Ihe Autobiography of Lincoln
Steffens, p. 420.

40, derbtert Croly, srogressive lemocracy, p. 107,
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legislation as follows:

"here I was opposed both by the foolish radicals who

desired to break up all big-business with the imposs-

ible ideal of returning to mid-nineteenth century indus-

triel conditions; and also by the government privileged

interests themselves, who used these ordinarily-- bdbut

sometimes not entirely-- well meaning *stool pigeon

progressives' to further their own course"., 41

Theodore Roosevelt's progressive policies had been
acquired from many of the foremost liberals and reformers of
the last century. He included in his political wardrobe
the agrarianism of Bryan; the socialism of Debs; the Wisconsin
program of LaFollette; the insurgency of lMurdock and Norris;
the humanitarianism of Jane Addams; and the conservation of
42

Pinchot. Theodore Roosevelt was peculiarly qualified to
bring about thes transition., His own early politicel career
had been associated with the movement towards civil sewxvice
and municipal reform, but he had never been an ordinary
Mugwump for he remained flexible and open minded. HMe was
eble as no other politicel leader, to collect under his own
leadership, a large portion of the old reformers,and a large

43
measure of the new and more liberal progressive. Roosevelt

41, Fred E. Haynes, Third Party Movements, p. 4083 C. M,
Hollingsworth, "The So-Called Progressive lMovement", Annals
of American Acesdemy, XLIII (September, 1912) 33.

42, Williem Jennings Bryan, Emporia Weekly Gazette,
September 29, 1910; Harold U, Feulkner, The Quest fgr Social
Justice, 1898-~1914,p. x of Illustrations; ZEdgar E. Robinson,

The Evolution of American Political Parties, p. 297; Hastings
Macadam, "Ihe Insurgents", Lverybody's lagazine, XXVI (Junse,
1912) 770-7813 New InternafionEI =ncyclopedie, I, 130; James
Ford Rhodes, McKinley and Roosevelt Administrations, 1897-
1209, pp. 354-64.

43. Herbert Croly, Progressive Democracy, p. 1ll.
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in 1904, formally announced that at last the people were

going to get the needed reforms advocated since the early
L4
seventies of the last. century. At last after some three or

four decades a liberal had gotten into the national leader-
ship, although Roosevelt was never able to ahelgamate all of

45
the political mgchinery set up within the progressive states,.

44, Ray Stannard Baker, "The Meaning of Insurgency",
American Magazine, LXXII (May, 1911) 60.

45, William Allen White, Personal Interview, August, 1932,



CHAPI®R III
THE WURDOCK REBELLICON AKL ITHE -ANSAS
FROGRESSIVES FIR3ST VICIORIES

lhe frogressive movement in haﬁaau was a part of
8 greal natiomal and world movement of this Period.1 Lhere
seemed to te three great aims in the state progressive move-
ments., <frotably the lirst to bte maniiested was Lhe strife
against the politiocal bosses and the political machine to
place the government of the state in the nands oi the people.
Second was the attempt to control the "special or vested
interests" with head-quarters in New lork, such as railroads,
treweries, packing plants, and other trusts. The third, was
the protlem oi making equitatle laws on taxation, primary,
electious, freight and passenger rates, passes, patrorage,
initiative, referendum, recaell and other local necessary laws.
‘nese laws must Te made and eniorced to tetter the political
life ol the auate.z

Kansas had been btuilt practically overnight on tor-
rowed capital. New Znglanders especially the puritan ele-

ment had led in Ghe setulaJent.s ‘hen came the great inilux

| l, Carl rainter, "The frogressive rarty in Indiana,"
| indiana lMagazine of History, September, 1920, 173,

2, Mary Blizabeth Cochran, Joseph W. Folk and Missouri
Reformg, Term paper =-- i, 8,

3. A. T, Andreas, Hdistory of dansas, p. 84; Leverett
Wilson Spring, Kansas--Irelude Go .a&ar for Union, pp. 20-5;
William rhillips, Conquest oi RKansas, p. </4; L. W. Wilder,
Annals of kanssas, 1541-1880, p. 2z.
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of Civil War veterans with their families.®

lhis great midd;e western state-- Lansas, was a debtor
state with obtligations to pay and pa§ day came at the end of
ten and twenty years. 'his puritan civilization which moved
to Lansas in the seventies Iound mortgages coming due in the
eignties and nineties, Xy 1885 the hansas farmers were in a
gserious condition, -"nearly every farm was encumbered.
Chattel mortgages in Kansas were drawing Irom iorty to
saventy-iive percent annually and larm mortgages nine peroent.“5
buring the decade of the eignties, more than one-third of the
440,000 Kansas farm mortgages were either Ioreclosed or the
property wes deeded to the mortgagee without foreclosure.
lhe paniec in the east was reflected in conditions throushout
the west with hard times, foreclosures, destriction ol eredit,
instability of city, country ani state tonds.

Feriods like these have brought forth the otuer great

6 g ?
agrarian movements, when the farmers united to voiece the

4, William Allen ‘hite, "Free Kansas =-- Where the FPeople
Rule the feople,” Outlook, C (¥ebruary 24, 1912), 407.

5. Zenry J. Allen, "Sectionalism in american Polities,”
Review of Reviews, LAXVII (June, 1928), 613; Charles lioreau
darger, Outlook, CALVII (Marech 30, 1921), 500-1.

6o Kansas City Star, 1888-1892, Scanning through these
Jears; Lavid 3. bBarry, rorty Years in Washington, p. 220.
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dettor's plea.7 HLansas was not lacking in this period of
the late 1880's in either leadership or diversity of the
methods of solution. The combined efiorts of Marshall il,
(Marsh) Murdock, editor of the Vichita Eagle and lhomas

Benton (Bent) Kurdock, editor of the Eldorado Republigan

against this wholesale Ioreclosing of farm mortgages, and
political manipulation o1 state, county amnd city business,
trought forth in Xansas the Murdock Rebellion. This
lurdock Rebtellion struek an optimistic note in this period
of economic unrest and aided materially in running parallel
with the other great movement of the tTimes which was BOpulism.8
The Populists of Lansas voicing the discontent of the debtors
were Jeremialh Simpson, drs. llary Elizateth Lease, Zenator
William A, Feffer and freston Z. Plumt. The story oi this
period nas been acly presented by Har:ia@ton. Zarr and Miller.?
Ihe rrogressive leaders llarsh and Zent lMurdock were
toth pioneers in Kansas, larsh settled at Wichita and Zent

at Eldorado. Zach estatlished a newspaper through waich he

7. Solon J. Zuck, The uranger Kovement, p. 80.

8, Clara H, Hazelrigys, History of Lansas, pp. 244, 270,

9., W, P. Harrington, "The Populist Farty," Kansas
Historical Collections, AVI, 1923-5, 403-450; Ellzaleth H.

£T, "% ‘opulist Uprising,™ in William 2. Connelley's
A Standard Histo oi Xansas and fansans, II, 1115-1195;
aymond curtis ler, he Zackground of Fopulism in Hansas,"

Mississippi Valley Historical Review, XI (March, 1924), 469-89,.
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oarried on the tattle. Eent Xurdock in 1890 was descrited
by William Allen White as "the glass of fashion, the mold
of form and the olarion voice of the lurdosk Rebellion."10
He was the leader of the forward movement in EKansas Hepub='
licanism, who

"expressed as no other man has expressed it, the

sentiment of popular protest against the wrongs of

government by ring rule. He was the voice of the

people clamoréug for a larger part in their state

government ,"1

lMarsh Murdock was an "insurreotionist and was

generally in revolt ajainst the local Reputligan maahine,”13

and kept the Wicnita Eagle one oI the leading Repubtlican
14

newspapers of Xansas. He was a true Xansas optimist, and

through lean and fat years "trumpeted a prosperous luture

for Vestern i:anaa.a."l5

10. William Allen White "Talks to His Neightors,"
Golden Book Magazine, XI (April, 1930), 95.

11, William E, Connelley, A Standard History of Zansas
and Lansans, V, 2449f%,

12, Itid., pe. 2460.

13. Resolutions oi Republican Convention 1892 advocating
Marshall Murdock for Governor; William Allen White, American
Magazine, LXVI (August, 1908), 406.

14, William E. Connelley, A Standard History of Kansas
and Lansans, III, 1223,

15, Hastings Macadam, "The Insurgents," Everytody's
Magazine, XXVI (June, 1912), 770.
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lhe Kansas literals started their Murdock Rebellioa
1887 to 1889 during the administration of Covernor John A.
Martin.lé lhis movement iollowed the collapse of the toom
days in 1887 and was started during "ons of the most severe
drouths that was ever kKnown in the oountry."17 Its issues
were largely those oif protest and correction: first, against
corrupt local and state political leaders and their
machines;la second, to take the part of the dettor against the
moneyed interests who oharged exortitant rates on farm tonds and
mortgages;la and third, a fight against "special or privileged
interests™ in general, especially in ilansas against the rail-
roads, treweries and pecking interests.<Y ;
dany of these issues mignt also have Leen found in
the rfopulist party platform oi sarsas as well as in the plat-
form of this liberal progressive laction oi the Republican

Earty.al The ropulist rarty came out as & third party and

lo. DKNoble L. sfrentis, A History oi sansas, pp. <1lO6-24

17. Anna E, Arnold,_A History oif sansas, p. 129.

18. 4darold U, Faulkner, lhe Quest ior Social Justice,
18941914, p. B1.

15, Charles A. Beard, Contemporary American History,
1877-1913, p. 397.

20. Gdward C. Carrington, Americana, AAII, 6361,

2l. frank V. Blackmar, sansas-- A Cyclopedias of State
History, I, 8851,
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2

suffered the fate of other third parties in American History.

‘he old :opuliaté or :90ple'e'farty heritage wazs taxen
over bty the other politioal partiea.83 In Kansas the Populist
or People's Party was formec at lopeka, June 12, 1830. Ihe
Populists were mainly from the Alliance, ratrons oifi Hustandry,
the Indastrial Union, the farmers dutual Benefit Association,
the Znights of Labor, and the Single lax Clut. <heir plat-
form demanded the

"atolition of National tanks; Iree and unlimited coin-
age of silver; government ownership of railroads and
telegrapn; legislation to prevent dealing in optiouns
or Iﬁtﬁﬁea' and the prohibition of alien land owner-
ship”.

The Yopulist began to gain strength during the two
administrations of Jovernor L. U. Humphrey (1889-1893). By
1890 the Populists had & full ticket with John ¥. Willitts
as their candidate for governor. Governor L. U. Humphrey
20

was re-elected ty a small margin over Willitts. Jerry Simp-

son was one of the Iive ropulists elected to the United

States Congress from the state of Aansaa.as fhe Yopulists

22. Solon J. fuck, The uranger kovement, p. 80.

23, Lavid S. Barry, rorty fears in "asningzton, pp. 225-6;
Carl rainter, "fFrogressive rarty in Indiana,” lndiansa llagazine
of Hdistory, AVI (Septembter, 1920), 216-7.

_ 24 . Frank W. Elackmar, fansas--A Cyolopedia oi 3tate
distory, I, 885-6.

£5. 3eventh Ziennial Heport, Secretary oi Ctate of Lansas
1889-1890., = :

26. Frank W. Blackmar, op. cit., II, 697-8.
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were in control of the lower house of the legislature and
eleoted William A. Peffer to the United States Senate as a

POpuliat.27 The Kansas City wazette sums up the Lansas

political situation in 1890 as Iollows:

"The just reform asked for by the rarmer's Alliance ocan
never be ottained through & new party nor by the Dem-
oeratic Farty. UThe strong element ol the frogressive
reform is found in the Republicen party, and the surest
way for the farmers to come in control in the le gisla-
tive body is to add to their forces to the reform forces
within the Reputlican party and thereby control its
nominations not only but legislation through it."<8

The group of followers who staged the liurdock
Retellion apparently understood and iollowed the saying of
Henry George, the Single lTaxer, when he told hia Ifollowers:

"to remain in the two 0lé parties and advocate their
reform measures, There will always te two great polit-
ical parties in this country and any third party move-
ment can neveE hope to te more than an educational force
in politiecs,."<?

The 1892 election year found the liberal progressive
element within the Republican party fignhting for the control

of the party by putting forward Marshall M. lurddek as their

candidate, but they lost the struggle in the state oonvention.30

&7, Prentis, op. cit., p. 235,
28, Kansss City Jazette, Oototer 28, 1890.

29, Wichits Zagle, December 12, 1307.

30, William Allen White, Personsl Interview, August, 1932.
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The ropulists iared better as their entire state ticket was '
21

elected in 18352 with Lorenzo J. Lewe;liné 85 .OVernor. on

the natiomal ticket seneral James L. Weaver oi lowa succeeded

d= Then came the

in carrying 42 electoral votes ior iresident.
leadership oi oryan and the compromise with the Democrats.
ropulism had reached its peak and was on the decline nationally
as the nard times were over and the ilarmers were naving good
erops and good prioes.33
In the eleotion of 1894 the literal Reputlicans tried
to gain control o1 the party again by using Zdward V7. Hdoch
as their candidate tut lost in the state eonvention.34 Lhe
ropulists again nominated Jovernor Lewelling tut the Hepub-
licans won with lorrill in the eleotion.35 United “tates
Congressman Jerry Simpson was dei‘eat.ed.:s6 Ihe eleotion saw
the defeat ol the woman sufirage amendment.37 In the next
election of 1896, the ropulists and Lemocrats fused and

Kansas cast her eleoctoral vote for -ryan and Sewell with the

fopulist candidate Jonn V. Leedy teing elected Jovernor,58

51. Noble L. frentis, A distory of sansas, p. <40.

32. Edward Stenwood, A History of the Lfresidency, 1788~
1897, I, 517.

33. Raymond curtis Liller, op. cit., pp. 463-489.
54, Llackmar, op. cit., pp. 846-859.

35. Mnth tiennial Report, Secretary oi State, 1893-4,

36. I'e A, licNeal, When Kansas "as Young, pp. 200-5.

37 « rrenEiS, OEo Git., P 34-’0

38. Zlackmar, op. oit., II, 131-7.
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and Jerry Simpson was eleoted United States Congressman for
the third term.39 .

The Murdock Rebellion was largely a struggle for
the control of the Reputlican party. For the Frogressive
lesders realized that "only in extrsordinary cases will the
rank and file break away from the party with which they have
become accustomed to vote., Although the liberal progressive
faction had lost three times in the state nomimating conven-
tion they still carried on the fight with the same vigor as
they had shown in the earlier stages of the Murdock Rebellion.
But their old slogan, "to fight for the people against the
combinations and encroachments of corporate wealth &and power“41
still remained their war ory, though they felt they had been
treated unfeirly in each of the state conventions 1892, 1894,
and 1896,

The Literal progressive Republican faction had grad-
ually grown in the couneils of the party and in the nomipation
in 1896 of William E, Stanley, they were sucoeasrﬁl. Besides

getting their candidate on the Reputlican ticket as covernor

they named most of the state ticket. This fight for the

39. Blaomar, OE. Git.. Ll 697-8.

40, Chester Lloyd Jonres, Readings on rarties and Zlections
in the United States, p. 169,

41, Resolutions of Republican County (Sedgewick) Convention
1892,
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supremacy in {ansas oi Heputlican party corresponds cloéely
with the fight of the libersl progressive refiom party,
especially in Jiaconsin.4a
‘he sansas libteral progressive reiorm wing oi the
Reputlican party had at last elected & governor ol Xansas and
’ a fair share of the state ofiicers. Ihe railroads had done
everything they could to defeat Stanley who was fighting for
clean politics inm Kansas, *> One might expeet to 1ind this new
governor to te a radical of the extremes, tut such was not
the case. Stanley was no Folk or LaFollette, for he was a
comservative. He had high ideals and facts seems to prove
he was & good governor tut he either did not see the exist-
ing evils of the politicsl era or else he had no desire to
change them.
William Zugene Stanley's administration as Governor
of Kansas, 1898-1302, "may be said to mark the teginning of
& reaction in toth industrial and political aifs%rs"44 as the
country was Jjust recovering from the effects of the panic of

4
1893, ’ Zlackmar sums up the paramount qualities of Stanley

42, Walter L. Page, "The Progressive Prosramme,‘
World's Work, XXIV (Septembter, 1912), 489.

‘ 45. Kansas City Star, Leoember 10, 1898; Emporia Jeekly
sazette, Decemter 1, .

44, Llackmar, op. eit., II, 740.

45, Ibid., p. 739; "illiam Allen "Yhite, "What's the
datter with Kansas?", fhe Zditor and His People, pp. 244-9,
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in the words--"true, manly, inbred, irreproachable, good
character".46 :

William Allen White aptly sums up the new type of
man coming into American politiecs about the same time that
Stenley entered Kansas politics as follows: "There sprang
up out of the grass & group of young liberals," coming
particularly into the Republican party, "not for the spoils,
not to strengthen the machine, but for the fun of the game
and ~lory of God. They were mostly young men of meens ahd

47 14

some leisure, young business and professional men",
was to this group of young Liberals that the leadership of
the Progressive movement in Kansas was to fall. It was this
group that was going to give to this movement "a certain
blind crusaders enth.usiasm".48 These y%ung Liberals had
grown to manhood in the era of the "Murdock Rebellion", the
liberal fight to get control of the Republican Party in
Kenses and had helped to place their first real liberal in
the governorship of Kanses. '

The death of President McKinley brought a young man
to the Presidency who had been friendly to the Mugwumps in

the eighties.4g Kansas was ready to send aid to a president

46, Blackmar, op. eit., III, 913.
47. Masks in a Pageant, p. 305-6.

48, W. A. White, "These United States--Kansas®-p
" Puritan Survivel", Netion CXIV, (April 19, 1922) 460-2.

49, W. A, White, Mesks in & Pageant, p. 306.
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such as Roosevelt, Almost ell of the middle western and
western states were ready to follow this new liberal leader.
Thus it was to be & swing of the pendulum toward redicel-
1sm50 both in the nationel and stete history. Roosevelt
gave voice to the unspoken aspirations of the common man
with an accuracy achieved by few politiciens and Williem
E. Stenley did everything possible in Kansas political
circles to accomplish the same ends in state politics.51

Stenley's administretion had the task of formulat-
ing the foundational ideels, aspirations and eims of
Kanses people in the forward movement to esccomplish freedom
from their machine rule. In doing this the administration
placed the service at the state institutions under the civil
service, abolished the old perdon board end instituted the
more progressive system of parole, and made appreciable
results in penal and charitable institution work.92
This Wichita lawyer was not a man who could be used

as a tool by the moneyed interests. It marked en era in

rise of the common people to power, although it required a

50. Jeames A, Woodburn, "The Epoch of Roosevelt™ in
Cyclopedia g§ American Government, III, 198, McLaughlin
& Hart (Eds.).

51. Harold U. Faulkner, The Quest for Social Justice,
p. 104,

52. Frank W. Bleckmar, Kansas--A Cyclopedia of State
History, II, 739-49.
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long battle for clean, decent, tusiness-like administra-
tion o1 state afiaira.ué

During Stanleyfa secound administration, he ursed
on the legislature the atolition of many useless oilices,
tut no steps were ta<en by uthal cody along this 1.1r1le,":—'4
the need for good roads was agitated and some action taken.
In 1901, & Zoard of Railroad Commissioners was c.'.reaan;ed.;:’5

Stanley did not strike directly at the political
leaders , who were &t the head of a fully developed machine56
wnich was able to over-ride or at least silence otjections
to & large eu:t;tant:.w7 "fhere is & relatively small class
of persons engaged in no occupation of wealth sufiicient to
leave them free for public aflaire."58 Democracy must have
leaders anc the "protlem is not to atolish bosses and boss-

ism, tut to replasce them with leaders and leadership."59

3. LZmporia Veekly .azette, Nov. 17, 1898; sansas
Frogressive “eputlicen, "dow I Became Convertef Folitically";
Cutlook, XCVI, (Dee. 17, 1910), 857-9.

54, Wm, E, Connelley, A Standerd History oi iLansas
and fansans, II, B847-9,

0o. Ltid.

56. Jesse lacy, Cyclopedia of american Government,
II, 649.

57. Chester Lloyd Jones, “eadings in rParties and
Blections in the United States, pp. 170-180.

58. James Eryoce, Americen Commonwealth, II, 56-68.

99. William Bennett Munro, rersonality in Politics,
Pp. 77-78,
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The attempt to throw off the "yoke of the perty organization
tegan soon after the Civil War....The movement of revolt
thereiore assumed & doutle aspect--an economic and a
political one ,"50

Frofessioml politicians and boodlers entered the
Kansas politiecs in 1871 in the United States Senatorial
race according to Samuel J. Jrawford.él Rapid growth
accompanied by a somewhat painful re-adjustment was also
true of the growth of Kansas political machine politician
and his boodling.62 I'his was emphasized by the unprepared=-
ness 01 the aansas people to deal with the situation.
lowhere were conditions so tad as in the state and muni-
cipal politices; "here the party machinery was at the reck

63
and call of reilroad and corporation interests.” Stanley

was succeeded by Willis Joshua .&ailey.ﬁ4 The state capital

60, i, Ostrogorski, Lemocrscy and the Organization of
Political Parties, II, 441, .

6l1. Xansas in the Sixties, pp. 346-9.

62. Solon J. buck, ihe Agrarian Crusade, preisce.

63. Harold U. Faulkner, fhe Quest for Social Justice,
1894-1914, p. 81.

64. Notle L. rrentis, A, History of Ksnsas, p. 280.
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was completed in 1903,.65 Governor Beiley sponsored the
child labor law, state depository and'an act to redistrict
the state for representatives to congress but each of these
lost.66
Bailey had done but little in political circles

before his election as Governor end retired after one term.%7
During Bailey's administration Senator Ceorge Pierson
Morehouse was President of the Kanses Republicen League,

®*often termed the 'Boss-Busters' a pioneer orgenizetion

winich did so much to reform politics from its 'skull

eand crossbones' tendency, which started the movement

for the electign of the United States Senators by

popular vote®™,
This 'Boss-Buster' League did everything possible during
Bailey's administration to trein the people of Kansas to
select delegates to the State Convention so that the 'Boss-
Buster' could be in control. The lezder of this faction
was Walter Roscoe Stubbs, a member of the state House of

Representatives during 1902 and a new men in pqu,tics.69

65. Anna E. Arncld, A History of Kenses, p. 131l.

66. Frank W. Blackmer, "Willis J. Bailey", Kansas--A
Cyclopedis of State History, I, 123.

67. Williem E. Connelley, Standerd History of Kanses
and Kensans, I, 847.

68. William E. Connelley, Standard History of Kanseas
end Kensens, IV, 2171.

. 69. Frank W. Blackmar, Kansas--A Cyclopedis of Steate
History, II, 772-82.
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It was during Bailey's administration that Stubbs got his
eyes open to the graft gnd corruption in stete polities.
Stubbs saw that a .

"large 1gn6rant vote was often blamed for corruption70

and made a resolve to use every means possible to

8% Por i e DU R g e 5o Evotts . O

Walter Roscoe Stubbs was a new type of men in the

"Kansas politics. He might be compared in many respects to
Joseph W. Folk of Missouri and again to Robert M. LeFollette
of Wisconsin, and Robert Perkins Boss cf New Hampshire.73
Stubbs had been a railroed contractor until he had reached
the age of 40.78 Being successful, he had become & driver
of men and did not have friends, but followers.’* A natural
born fighter who went directly to the people with his

problems in a true Rooseveltien way.75 This Queker stetesman

was en efficient, progressive, unselfish man who took but

70. Topies of the Time, Century Magezine, ¥LIV,
(July, 1892) 473.

71. Dana Gatlin, "What I em trying to do--W. R.
Stubbs"™, World's Work XXIV, (Mesy 1912) 60.

72, C. McCearthy, The Wisconsin Idea, Chapters on
LaFollette as Governor; lssec F. Marcosson, "Robert
Perkins Boss"™, Munsey Megezine XLIV, (Feb. 1911) 624-31.

73. Frenk W, Blackmar, Kensas--A Cyclopedies of State
History, II, 772-782.

74. Dane Geatlin, "What I am Trying to Do--W. R. Stubbs"
World's Work XXIV, (Mey 1912) 59-60.

75. Ihid, p. 59. p
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little advice and did not have the usual social contacts,
thus narrowing his view.76
Stutts and his. "Boss~-Busters" political machine

planned to match "the ramifications of the machine extending
throughout the government," at the state sonvention.77 This
they did by neming Zdward V. Hdock as governor and most of
the ticket. 3tutbs was chosen chairman of the central com-
mittee and Speaker of the Howe. The "Boss-Busters" also
succeeded in plecing a goodly number of their party in toth

78

State Semate and HLouse, lhese "Boss-Busters" and similar

orgaenizations in other states utilized the propaganda of

the "Muok-rakers."79

76, ZSmporias Weekly Jazette, ieb. 27, 1908; Lana
@atlin, "What I am Trying to bo=-W. R, Stubts,™ World's
Work, XXIV, (May 19212), 59-60.

77. George H. Shitley, Iwentieth Century lagazine,
II, (April, 1310), 45.

78. Fourteenth Siennial Report of the Seoretary of
State, 1905-4.

79. ZFfrederie L. Paxson, The New Nation, pe. 3090; William
Allen White, "Political Signs of rromise," The Outlook,
LXXX, (July 15, 1906), 667=70.




CHAPILER IV
THE FIGHT AGAINST THE KANSAS MACHINE

Boss~Busters

During the closing months, Jovernor Bailey's admin-
istration was marked by a factional {ight in the Repubtlican
party. The alignment of the contestants was either with

1 Eawara W. Hooh

the "Boss-Busters" or with the "Machine."
was the standerd bearer of the "Boss-Busters™ and was
elected over David W. bele, who wes the Demopratic "Machine"
candidate.”

The liberal, progressive, reiorming crusaders
were called "Boss-Busters" bty 1904. They were the same
group of young liberals who had helped put Stanley into
office end now they had put Edward W. Hoch, the editor of

the Marion Record into the governorship ani named most of

the state tic;‘cet.3 Jalter Roscoe Stukbs was the Speaker
of the House with & ma jority of "Boss-Busters" and this
group had a working minority in the Senate.*

The "Boss-Busters™ haed elected a "tall smooth-shaven

1, DNoble L. Frentis, A History of Kansas, p. 280,

2, Ibid.

3. Fourteenth Eiennial Report of the Secretary oi the
States, 1905-4. ’

4, Ibid.
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man, in the fifties, an example of rugged honesty and
t::ou:ra.g;e,"‘j editor ol a weexly newspap er in & small town
in Zansas who had given good service in stale house and
teen supported ry the wurdock liberal Heputlican group in
the 1834 State Convention Ior the E,overnorship.6

sovernor Hoch and the "Boss-Busters" were indeed

fortunate in having their wain spoieswman, .J/alter LRoscoe

Stubbs, elected Speaker o1 the Hdouse. OStubbs had rteen in
the legislature since 1902, He hed btuilt a political
machine oalled the "Boss-Busters," who were going to clean
up the state and succeeded in getting Loch their candidate
elected governor of K&naa3.7

The Boss-Iusters with wsovernor Zooh and Speaker
Stubbs took the fees away irom the 3State FPrinter and put
him upon & salary; they atolished the State Zoard of
Charities and put the State Institutions under the State
Board ol Control, plecing the employees upon & merit system
which shielded them from politieal discharge. rﬁeae same
"Boss-Busters" also reduced the numter oi Legislative

employees ty half, and reformed the State Treasurer's

office.® 5tubts and his group were demanding & stale wide

5. Bditor's summary of BLaward Jallach Loon, "Xansas end
the Standard 0il, " Independent, LVIII, (March 2, 1308), 461.

, 6. Frank W, Blackmer, Kansas--A Cyclopedia oi State
distory, I, 848-59.

7. Dana Gatlin, "W. R. Stutbts--Vhat I am Irying to
Do," Worléd's Work, XXIV, (May, 1912), 59-67.

8. William Allen Vhite, "Free Kansas--Where the Feople
Rule the reople," Qutlook, C (February 24, 1312), 408.
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primary lew, anti-pass law end that no money te accepted
9
from any sorporeat ion.

Sut Stubts and Hoch sould not force all these

measures through & Senate in which his party had Tut a

working minority. dany of Stutbs "Bo - Busters” feared that

ne would disrupt or discredit tne party and they threw their

influence to the old "Stand-pat" element of the politiocal

tended to weaden the last

10
machines. This factionalism
1)

measures of the "pogs-Buster 1egislature.“

This young group of liverel progreesive,

esrusaders in Lans&s polities who were the tacktone of

the "Ross-Busters" were guch men as the following:
Vietor Murdock, journalist and congressman, Who Was the

pioneer of the progressive movement in washington, A tig,
timid and smiling with a large well-

12
tlue eyes, he is a simple

husky 250 pounder,

shaped heaed, and unwavering

Jhite, "¥ree Kan sas--here , the Feople

9, William Allen
(Fetruary 24, 1912), 408.

Rule the feople," Qutlook,C
10, Ray Stannard -axer, "phe Meaning of Insurgency,"”
American lagazine, LXXII (iay, 1911), 61,
11, William allen fhite, "Free Kansas--Where the reople
Rule the reople," Qutloox, c (Eeqfuary 24, 1912), 410.

12, Frank V. Blackmar, Kansas--A Cyclopedis oi State
History, 11, 333; Lmporis deekly Jezette, Jeptember 26, 1912;

Wriock, the ied Insurgent, Current -iserature, LLVIII
Walt wason, 1350T MUrdock," American

(Fetruary, 1910), 149;
Magezine, LKIL (December, 1909), 167, .




37

Kansas progressive optimist who had battled for the people's
rights without being jnfluenced by the bar~ainer.15 B Ha
Madison, congressman from ‘the big seventh district of Kansas,
wes & real progressive who worked with Murdock in the

United States House of Representatives until his early death
robbed Kansas of one of her foremost sta‘besman.lé William
Allen White, has been characterized es & thorough searchsr

for Tacts,ls en optimistic editorial writer of the deily

press,ls editor of the Emporie Gerette, writer of books,
17

end one of the foremost political leaders of Kenses.
vhite is one of the dest knovn men in Kenses end is in
demand as & writer, lecturer, political campaigner and
strategist.la Joseph Little Bristow was an editor and
Senator from Kensas who did much for Kansas Progressivism.

He was & veritable crusader for righteousness,lg who took

13, Victor Murdock, Personel Interview, August, 1932.

14. Eleckmer, Op. Cit,, II, 33C.

15, Gustav Stickley, wpeople Who Interest Us-~W. A.
White", The Craftemen, XVIII (September, 1910) 680-1.

. 16. Perriton Mexwell, nSeven-Super Pens", Everybody's
Magazine, XXXIV (March, 1916) 354.

17. Williem MecDonald, "Kemsas in Reaction®, Nation,
CVIIT (Merch 15, 1919) 383; Fred S. Ferguson, "Can the
Reporter Come Back", Colliers, LXVII (Nov. 15, 1921) 13.

18. Albert Shew, "Sketch of W. A. White™, Golden Book
Megezine, XI (April, 1930) 94.

19. Wichita Eagle, Qctober 4, 1910.
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all guestions seriously, especially the rights of the
pee::ple.a0 Arthur Capper was rated as one oi the most suc-
gessiul editors &and newspapermen oi America who zave his
time and newapaper,zl alike, to straignten out the politi-
cal situation in Kanaaa.z“ denry J. Allen of VWichita,
was editor, writer, and political leasder and campaigner,
He is & lecturer with ample wit, humor and & good voioe.as
de is & Xansan who started his political career during the
progressive era. Ifred 3., Jackson, attorney-general of
Aansas and United States Hepresentative, aided materially
in this progressive period. +<e had ability, common sense,
courage a&nd industry combined witlh clean honorable man-
115358.34 se0orge &. WMorehouse, Jenator and rresident of
the Kanses "Boss-Busters" State Reputlican Lengu025 lent

an air of authority and respectitbility, and an odor of

20. \Valt «ason, "Senator CZristow of KLansas," American
Kagezine, LAVIII (Octoter, 1309), 556. '

21. Emporis Veekly .azette, June 15, 1911.

2. Wlliam Z. Connelley, "Arthur Capper,” by Ceeil
dowes, A Standard History of fansas and Kansans, II, 865-8.

23. Alvert Shaw, Zeview of Reviews, LLVI (August,
1912), 141.

<4, Emporis leexkly Jsazette, liay 30, 13907,

\ 25, William E. Connelley, "Senator George iierson
;;rehouse," A Standard distory of ssnsas and sansans, IV,
70-1.
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clean polities to the Senate and the "Hoss-Buster" move-
ment.26
governor Hoeh's first term witnessed a contest
between the State of KLansas and the Standard 0Oil
Company.a7 Hoch took & firm stend with the lLegislature
"for equal rignts Ior all the special privileges to
none, "<8 During this sdministration the prohititionary
law was enforced with Fred S. Jackson in the Attorney-
seneral's office; and Hooh says the endorsement was
a great tenefit to the state morally, educationally
end iinancially.zg To prevent & "monopoly of trans-
portation fascilities, pipe lines were made ¢ommon
garriers and maximum rates were Ifixed for the trans-
portation of crude oil by rnilroads."ao Juvenile

courts to provide for care of dependent, neglected and

26, F¥rank W. Elackmar, "ueorge P. Worehouse,"™ Kansas:
A Cyclopedia of State Hdistory, III, 83-0.

27. Edward Wallace Loch, "Kansas and the Standard
0il1," Independent, LVIII (March 2, 1905), 461-3.

28, Koble L. Prentis, A History of Kansas, p. 26l.

29, Edward Wallace Hoch, "Success of frohitition,"
Annsls American Academy, XXXII (November, 1308), 574-5.

30. Noble L. Prentis, A History of Kansas, p. 28l.
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delinquent children were eatabliahed.and a child lator law
was enacted during the Iirst term of Hooch.

These reforms Lty the "Boss-Busters" show & tendenoy
in Kansas state government to realize the state motto, "Ad
Astra Yer Aspera," meaning "to the stars through difiicul~-
ties,™ and was peculiarly descriptive of the state;a
history.32 The better putlic opinion oi the state "tecame
convinced of the existence of flagrant atuses in connection
with its politieal and economic management.”33 The "duck-
Rakers," political reformers and the literal leaders in
Kansas had snown the people how the "vested interests grew
accustomed to immunity from governmental interference; more
than that it came to expect govermmenisl favors, and easily
fell into the habit of using influence to secure tiese
favors."o¢

These "Boss-Busters"” were lending every eiiort to

secure "equal rights ifor all and special privileges to none

served as an object lesson not only lor other states, tut

31, DKNotle L. Frentis, A distory of Kansas, p. 282,

32, Anna 5, Arnold, A History of Lesnsas, p. 116.

33. Hertert Croly, frogressive Lemogracy, p. o.

34, Frederic Austin Ogg, Natiomml FProgress, 1907-1917,
rreface.
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also for the nation."@® This phraseology gave Stubbs some-
thing to take tefore the people in the election of 1206.
Stublts called the work ofqthese "Boss-Busters" the attempt
of a Kansas faction to give to the people & “Square-Deal.“36
Upon this platform sovernor Hooh was re-elected and 3tutls

z 37
returned as Speaker ol the House.

Sgquare Lealers

7. R. Stutts, the state central com:itiee chairman
for the election of 1906, had flormulated his demands into
five platiomm ‘prirmi;plaec:38 (1) A direct state-wide primary
for making all party nominations; (2) An anti-pass law; (3)
A two-oent iare law; (4) A maximum freignt law; (5) A state
tax commission law. Jlhe chairman and his five principles
received little consideration at the Heputlican state con-
vention in 1906, wherc they could not even muster & respect-
atle minority.59 Stubks, thoroughly teaten by the old

Stand-lat machine element, went to the people with his

36, DNotle L, frentis, A History of Zansas, p. 281.

E 36. Williasm Allen W“hite, Personal Interview, August,
932,

37. Seoretary of State, Elennial (15) Report, 1905-6.

38. William Allen Jnite, "iree .ansas--Tnere the
feople Rule the Feople," OQutlook, ¢ (retruary 24, 1912), 410.

39. Ibid., pp. 410f.
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popular revolt for his five principles,* 1In this revolt
he brought iorth the phrase "Square-Dealers" from his
pharaseology used in regard to the Standard 0il cease in
Kansas in 1906. The "Square-Lealers” 3ociety waes formed

"on July 18, 1906. In the midst of the political
campaign, & number oif repubtlicans met at Topeus,
adopted a declaration of principles, efiected a
permanent organization, and raised a fund to circulate
& petition o the legislature praying Ifor the enact-
ment of law fixing the passenger rale on railroads

at two-cents & mile; pronictiting the issusnce of Iree
paésses by railroad companies; compelling the political
parties to nominate candidates Ly a primary election
instead of a convention; and providing for the assess-
ment of railroasd property on the same tasis as other
property.”

The "3quare-Dealers" organized the state of Kansas into a
voters leagae.4a I'he movement spread to all parts of the
state and thousands signed the petit ion--these signers were
called "Square-Deal Repucliaans."4a The league soon had a
membership of owver 20,000, Yhis organization sought to
publish the facts about the slate government and teep the
people informed on points of general intereat.44 'With the

Square-Deal organization as a tasis to work with, Stutts took

his issues to the people at chatauquas, state, county and

40, Emporia Weekly csazette, July 9, 1308.

41, Frank W, Blackmar, "Square Dealers," Kansas: A
Cyclopedia of State distory, I, 857-8.

42, William Allen White,"Free Kansas--Where the Feople
Rule the reople,"” Outlook, C (Fetruary 24, 1912), 410.

43. Zfrank W. Slackmar, op. cit., I, 857-8.

44, ZEmporias Weekly Gazette, July 9, 1308.
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local fairs, meetings of all kinds. In true 3tubts fashion,
he took off his coat, rolled up his sleeves and gave the

people the faots.*® Unen the Square-leal legislature met

all oi Stubts points were passed except the primary law, *

Stubbs and his Squere-Dealers again went tefore the
people afiter the legislative term was over. Sentiment Ttegan
to run 80 high for the primary law that Governor Hoch issued

~the proclamation January 7, 1508, calling the le gislature

a7

in special session on the sigteentn, to enaget & primry

8

eleotion law.. AT the special sessiocn of the legislatare

& direct primary law was enacted which provided ior the
nomination of all losal, county, stete and national ofiicers
by a direct primary election ol the people exoept the United
States Senators upon whom an advisory vote should be

49

registered, The diresct primary was another vietory ifor

the people against the machine rule.00 I'ne 3quare Deslers

faction of the Republican rarty had the people tehind it

45, Llhese faots were gleaned in personal interviews
with Kansans.

46. Jfrank W. Zlackmar, "Square-Uealers,” Kansas--A
Cyclopedia of State History, L, 857, 8.

47. 1lbid.
48. dichita Eagla' Jan. 17' 1508.

49. soble L. rrentis, A History of sanses, p. 286.

50. Jesse ukacy, "rolitical lachine," Cyclopedia of
American sovernment, II, 384.
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and control of the party was the result.”t TIhis control of
the Republican party helped to destroy some of the remnanis
of the political machine vestments in Xansas.”® The profes-
sional politician and his maonine had "no passes, and no
patronage and no slush funds--except what special privilege
seeking corporations oontrihu.ted."s3 On December 29, 13507,
the Republican State Central Committee met in & stormy
gession in which the Stubbs "Square-Dealers" were routed Ly
the ur.a.c!hima.'j4 T’his meeting was held a few weexs btesiore the
£ansas Legislature mssed the primary law which tended to
further weax<en the machine. The result was that W. R. 3tubbs,
the Square-Deal Repubtlican, won over J. DU. Botkin, the Lemo-
oratic mechine candidate.®® The state legislature had a
majority of Square-Deal ZReputliocan memcters &nd succeeded in

6

placing J. L., Eristow in the United States Senate.”” The placing

Sristow in the United States Senate meant that the Lansas

51. Jesse lacy, folitieal rarties in the United States,
Ppe. 37=9.

| 52. DLlana Gatlin, "W. R. 3tubts--"hat 1 am Trying to Do,"
World's Work, XXIV (lay, 1312) 59-67.

53, Williem Allen White, "Free Kansas--Where the Ieople
Rule the reople," Outlook, ¢ (February 24, 1912), 411.

54. Associated fress News ltem, "Sguare-lLealers routed
by the Machine,"” Wichita Eazle, Lecember 29, 13907,

6. Notle L. Prentis, A distory of Kansas, p. 286.
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people had sent another staunch champion of the people's

rights to aid Murdoock, kadison, and Jackson in the work.”"

An editorisl in the Lation stated

"how suocessiully the party which commonly is regarded
as friendly to the hunted corporations has itself
turned hunter, remains to te seen--the Lansas City
Star declares that it will suit the Fepublican machire
drowd in Xansas & mignty lot tetter to see the Lemo-
erats capture the State with Zarris than it would suit
them to see Stukbks succeed with nhis movement to protsct
the government of Kansas against the special interests
that nave laid out their plans to capture the next
adminiggration at lopeka, with Zoch as its figure-
hesad. g

This editorial throws an interesting light upon the two
administrations oi Zdward Wallace Hooh as sovernor ol Lansas.
Bvidently, doech proved he was not such an easy cat's paw as
the machine iaction oi the Republican party btelieved rteiore
the election; or else he had his eyes opened to the inner
working of the Hepublican machine element and responded to

a betier self a3 his administration might show. lotle L,
frentis and W. A. White stress the way csovernor Loch "lent
every aid of the state to rigorous law eniorcement” under

the adept leadership oi the Attorney-Ueneral :red S. Jackeon.39

57. Altert Zushnell dart, "United States in 1910,"
American [earbtook, 1910, p. 49.

58. Editorial, "Republican Langer Signal,” Nation,
LIXXII (May 10, 1906), 338.

E 59. William Allen White, "Free XLansas--"here the
feople Rule the reople," Vutlook, ¢ (Febtruary 24, 1712), 411;
Notle L. Prentis, 4 History oi .ansas, p. 286.
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sovernor Hoeh also surprised the mashine element when he
called a special session to enact a primary law, ZIlackmar
suggests that the putlie opinion rapidly oryatgllizing for
the law and the petitions oif the Square Deal Voters Leagues
may have prompted Hoch's aotion.60 Another interpretation
might be that Stubbs' declaration ol a purpose to rescue
the state Ifrom the grip of the railrosds, tut also to reach
out and grapple with the steel trust, iniluenced Hooh.%1

The two legislatures during Hooh's administration
had driven out t@o some extent the politiecal errand-btoys on
the State's payroll. sirst ty the rezgulation of the state
printer and treasurer which took a big slush iund out of
politics, the State Loard ol vontrol rotted them partially
of their patronage. Ihe tax commission btroxe the tridge
tetween railway and the professional politician. 1The two-
cent fare and anti-pass law again partially rotted them oI
privileges and grait. Lhe people oi the state oiFisnsaa
btegan to see that the battle led by Stulbs was against the
proiessional politicians to secure an equal chance ior &all
the people to participate in the state politics.

This movement soon took on the same "insurgenoy" as

introduced into the state bty Lurdock, 'hite and iadison in

60. Frank W, Slackmar, "Square-lLealers,"” Kansas: A
Cyclopedia of State distory, I, 857-8.

6l., Editorial, "Reputlican langer Signal,” Nation,
LXXXIII (uay 10, 1906), 378.
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harmony with other state and national movements. dﬁy 1910

the Reputlican party oi Kansas had been saturated by the

great wave of inauraency.éz Jo N. Dolley was chairmen of

the Lansas central comcittee and the party councilmen

were: Vietor kurdock, chairman; Rotert Stone, C. Q. Zallinger,
G, ., Euckman, F. S. Jaokson, ¥, 4. Quiney, frank A. i'Ivor,

63 The Reputlizan State

R. J. Hopkins, and C. A. lMasterson.
Platform of 1910 was dictated bty 3tubis and the lational
Flatform bty Eristow, White and i_urdock.s4 The Kansas Repub-
licans in council assemtly mentioned the name of Taft in their
resolutions only in the statement,

"We endorse such efiorts as fresident Taft has made to

fulfill the promises of the Republican national plat-

form and pledge him our support Ifor all efforts for

the enactment of progressive laws."69

The Reputlican Convention opened with & parliamentary

squaktle tetween Vicetor Lurdock and Charles Curtie.Ub Stukttas
was elected chairman.67 The platiorm was chuck full of
progressive insurgency. Zvery paragraph fairly bristled

with Square Leal sentiment. The clauses dealing with

62. +opeka Journal, August 12, 191l.

63. Topelm Laily Capital, July 31, 1910.

64, ITopeka Journal, August 31, 1510.

66. 1irid.

66, Tom dorgan, "Splendid Iritute to Lurdock," Ottawa
Llaily Reputbliean, April 22, 1908.

67. &Aansas City Journal, August 51, 13910.
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Theodore Roosevelt and Walter X. Stubl's administrations
drew the convention to their feet. (alter Hoscoe Stubts had
"pressing tusiness™ in the form of legislative duties to
periorm and Joseph L. Bristow took his place as ohairman.%8
Stubts was chosen to oarry on his work as standard tearer for
W =,k :
the Lrogressive i:?.eput:li:ans.U Je Ay Lolley, Chairman of the
State Central Committee, predicted a 15,000 majority over
Tegstafs, O
The significance of the overwhelming insurgent victory in
Kansas was two-iold:
"(1) It is a complete repudiation of toth Cannon and the
system by which he rotbted the people of ifree government
in the House; (2) The Xansas insurgent victory is an
attempt ty the Repubtlicans of xLansas. .to drive, special
interests out of control in American polities.”
In electing W. R. 3tubts as governor oi Zansas in 1908 the
people trought their champion to the highest oiiice of the
state. Stubls said,
"the corpoerations would te absolutely helpless in _ansas
politics and the politicel machine could not exist with-
out the support oi the great vested interesls of the
country with thelr perfectly organized machine in every
state in the Union and headquarters in New lork, is
maintained for the mutual-teneiit and protection of the

practicel politici&ns, and the seventeen railroads and
corporations."?

68, Morison, 3. Z., lhe Oxford History of the United
States, pp. 68, 69,

69. ldem.

70. Topeka Laily Capital, July 31, 1910.

71. Vietor Lurdock speaks to Associated Iress, Emporias
Weekly Gazette, August 4, 1910.

72, W. R, Stubts, "frogressive Movement in Kansas,6"
Wichita lagle, January 4, 1908.
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Ine machine politics of XLansas is characterized by an

editorial in the [ichita .agle saying, "kong's machine

runs like an sutomotile, the Square Jealers kick up a little
dust."?7® An editorial which is characteristic of those

found in the Kansas papers appeared in the Emporis Jeexkly

Gazette, "will the politicians clean up the party or will
the people clean out the leitiaians?"74

The campaizn oi the Square Lealers had stirred
KLansas to the very depths and the state was reacting as it
had in the Zoss-Buster lMovements, Stubes, the man who had
set out to literslize the political and industrial situation,
was elected governor. Joseph L. Bristow had succeeded in
ecrowding the machine candidate Charles Long out of the United
States Senate position. Vietor Murdock the leader oif the
fansas insurgency in the House of Hepresentatives was again
at the helm.7b

Stubbs had mush the same crusader's idealism as
Murdock, Eristow, lLafollete, 2s0lx, Norris and the'otner

insurgents. Stutbts was Rooseveltian in that he took his

ideas and aims to the people in speech, action and press.

73. Wichita Zagle, Larch 5, 1308. long, Senator from
Kansas, controlled the Stand-Jatter's lachnine.

74. Emporis leekly Jaszetie, January 2, 1308,

76. Washington Journalist, "men We are Watcning-~-
Vietor Lurdock," Independent, LXVIII (March 3, 1910), 474-5;
"Persons in the Foreground, " "The Serious-minded Senator
Sristow," Current Literature, LI (August, 1911), 150-3,
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He has protably done more than any other one governor in
Kansas history towards restoring the government oi the state
to the people.76 A "dansas Democrat” says the btattle was not
between Stubts a Republican and Hodges & Lemoorat tut
"It was & fight tetween right and wrong. it is a
fight to beat Governor 3tulbtbs because he has teen
right, and tecause as a national figure in the move-
ment for the people his defeat would be & srushing
btlow to the progressive idea."7
Stubts won out &nd most of his principles were successful
including the primary for the direct nomination of
oandidates.78
dansas was fast gaining recognition for its work in
law eniorcement. Governor Hoch lent every aid in his power
to further eifective law eniorcement with ired S. Jackson as
Attorney-General. Walter Roscoe Stubts found Jackson

"9 In 1883 & railroad Commission

efficient and retsined him.
Law provided for three commissioners to adjust difficulties
for the railroads. In 1911 the Railroed Commission tecame

the futliec Utilities Commission, which had control of &ll

76. COscar King lavis, "Senator Bristow's Views,6"
Qutlook, C (iareh 30, 1910, 735-9.

77. HKansas Democrat, sansas City Star, September &,
1910,

78. Judson C. Welliver, "The Lirect frimary," Munsey
cezine, y, 19 : 6.
! i LLI (la 1503), 171-6

79. Frank W, Llackmar, Kansas: A Cyclopedia of State
distory, II, 772-782,
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corporations in the state that rendered public service.80
The Public Utilities Commission was another step in the
Control of the four reilrocad lines of Kensas,--Union
Pecific, Santa Fe, Missouri Pacific, and the Rock Islend.Bl
Intensive work was put on the main roads of the state and
ferm to market roads were advoceted.®? Senator J. N.
Dolley's Blue Sky Law provided for the inspection by the
state of ell stocks to be sold in the Stete of Kensas.8S

This did much to safeguard the money of the Kansas investor§4

80. Anne E. Arnold, A History of Kensas, pp. 180-1.

8l1. Ibid, pp. 174-180.

82. Williem E. Connelley, A Standerd History of Ksnseas
and Kensans, II, 857.

g83. Ibid, p. £58.

84. Isaac F. Mercosson, "Barring Out the Stock Thieves®,
Munsey Magazine, XLVI (Februery, 1912) 674-68l.




CHAPTER V
THE EVOLUTIOR OF A THIRD PARIY

Insurgency

Insurgenoy.started out as & revolt within the
Reputlican Farty seeking to overthrow "certein of the olad
party leaders who are regarded as ultra-conservative or
reaotionary."l The term "Insurgents" first appeared in
American political vernacular during the Sixtieth Congress
(1907=-9) to designate a minority of Reputlican memters who
"refused to support the oifieial policy of the party as

w’ These insurgents

regularly defined by the party caucuses.
werc mostly western men who had & clear definite platfomm
of prin.:;iples,'j one of "which is the revision of the
procedure of the douse, to the end that the representative

tody and not the Speaier spall rule."® ©his was the btattle

l. FP. Urman Ray, An Introduction to Political Parties
and rractical rolitics, p. 0; Jesse wacy, '"lndependent
Tovements in rolitics,' Cyclopedis of American sovernment,
II, 156-7. '

2. A. N, Holecomke, "Insurgents in Congress,” Cyclopedid
of American sovernment, II, 193.

3. Ray Stannard Baker, "The Meaning of Insurgenoy,"
American Magazine, LXXII (kay, 1911), 59.

4., George H, Shible¥, "Progressive lovement," Iwentieth
Century, II, (April, 1310), 45.

62
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ezeinst Cannonism started in 1907 by Vietor kurdook,
Congressman from Kansas, and was joined by seorge W. Norris
of letraska and atout twenty others.5

The Insurgency started rebruary 20, 1907, over the
railway mail rate bill, when the House's machine steam-
rolled Murdock by eliminating his reform ©ill on & point of
order. uiordock "appealed from the decision oi the chairl
The decision of the chair was sustained--ayes 72, naes l1l4."
This till by the Insurgents would save the federal Jsovernment
five million dollars annually and was put into erfiect by .
rresident Roosevelt aiter Congress adjourned.7 Ine Insurgents
in the Zouse of Representatives were liurdoock and .Ladison of
Kansas; Norris of lNebtreska; Cooper and Lenroot of 7isconsin;
dayes of Californie; Foindexter of Washington and rowler of
lew Jersey. On test votes throughout the 1909-10 session
in the House the Iinsurgents polled 40 votles "which was enough
in co-operation with the Lemocrats Lo ma<e a Small majority

28 '

there., On March 17, 1910, & comtination of insurgents

Reputlicans and Lemocrats mede & concerted atlack upon the

5. Deacon idouse, Atchison Jlote, July 16, 1912.

6. Hdastings lacadam, "The Insurgents," Everybody's
Wagazine, XXVI (June, 1512), 773-4.

7. "Tne Case of lurdock," Emporis Jeekly Jazette,
May 7, 1908.

8. Alvert Bushnell Hart, "lLeaders oif Insurgency,"”
American Yearbook, 1910, p. 4Y.
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Speaker and ousted him from his membership on the rules

committeeg and incresased the rules committee to ten membsrs
10

to be elected by the 3ouse itself.
The Instrgency soon spreed to the Senate where
LaFollette was the leader of a liberal group composed of
Cumming and Dollivar of Iowe, Beveridge of Indiana, Bristow
of Kaﬁsas, Clapp -of Minnesota, Bourne of Oregon, and Dixon

11 o,

of Montana. is Senate Insurgency was & battle ageinst

privilege, standing for the people's interests asgainst
"Aldrichismn, T2

Mark Henna, in his Akron, Ohio speech, September 27,
1902, coined the word"Stand-paet" upon the teriff plank which
hed served the perty so well.1® The followers of Hemna were
soon called "Stand-Patters™ as their "traditional politiecal
system eppeared to be unessailable in the fortified strength
of its position. It had svery advantage of custom, prestige,

resource, training; experience, competence eand success" .14

.

9. Oscar W. Underwood, Drifting Sands of Party
Politics, p. 1685.

10. Ibvid.

11, Fred E. Haynes, Third Party Movements, p. 390.

12. George H. Shibdley, "Progressive Movements"™,
Twentieth Century, IIX, (April, 1910} 4S5.

13. Herbert Croly, Mercus Alonzo Hanna, His Work and
Life, p. 417, !

14, Herbert Croly, Progressive Democracy, p. 3.
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The liberals who later formed the Insurgents soon listed

Cannon and his conservative rule of ﬁhe United States House

15

of Representatives™" as a "Stand-Fatter,"™ due to the fact

that he used the rules largely established by Reed in

1890, which was a perverted legislative system allowing

but little chance for the opposition foroes.l6

Vietor Murdoock and his colleague, Ed MNadison,
carried their Iight to the state government of Kansaa.17

In the eleotion, 1908, they were Joined Ly a fellow Kansan,

18

Joseph Little IDristow, who was to te a United States

19

Senator. According to Frank Doster, an o0ld Populist, the

insurgents were advocating the same principles that had Uteen
advocated for over twenty years.zo The Reputlican party
at its inception was prophnetic of progressivism. It under-

took to introduce positive economic ard social funetions

15, Vietor Lurdock, "After Cannonism--What?"
Independent, LXIX (uepteuber 2e, 1910), 622~ BED o>

16, Viotor Murdook, "The Insurgent Movement in Congress,"
North American Review, CX0I (April, 1310), 510-11.

17, Thomas brier, fderoces of Insurgency, pp. 125=38.

18, Salina Evening Journal, kareh 23, 1908.

19, ZFrank W. Blackmar, "Joseph Little Zristow," kanaaa:
glopedia of State Histoiy I, 234; Irenk C, uocxwoo
ggenator Briatow ol KLangas, Outlook XC (August 27, 1910),
7-20 .

20, Kanses City Journal, Judge Frank Loster, Septemter
10, 1910.
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into the Americen Government.2l

he Kansas Insurgent leaders hed teken only & limited
part in the affairs o? the state government until they were
solicited by Waiter Roscoe Stubbs to institute a system of
Insurgency in Kansas founded on Conse:vation end the Square-
Deal.22 This Kansas Insurgency wes one of protest and cor-
rection largely free from personal embition.2® This was a
new line of thinking, not Republican. This Insurgent move-
ment was formative, stirring the people to the place where
they would follow this new talent who were crusaders putting
the power of government control back in the hands of the
People.z4 The leaders of this crusade found rescurces at
their disposal to carry on their work in both state and
national government.25

Vietor Murdock advocated a new curb upon the Speaker

2l. Herbdert Croly, Progressive Democracy, p. 123;
William Allen White, The OLd Order Changeth, pp.. 230-253;
William Starr Myers, The Republican Party, Preface and
Insurgents.

22, Gustav Stickley, "A New Political Pearty", The
Craftsman, XVIII (August, 1910) 273.

23. Vietor Murdock, Personal Interview, August, 1932;
Williem Allen White, "Insurgency of Insurgency"™, American
Megezine, LXXI (December, 1910) 170-4.

24, William Allen White, "The End of an Zpoch",
Scribners Magezine, LXXIX (June, 1926) 561-570.

25. Dena Gatlin, "What I am Trying to do--Stubbs®,
World's Work, XXIV (Mey, 1912) 59-67.
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of the House of Repreaentatives.‘a buring the legislative
session of 1910-1911, "Taft fell out with the Insurgents over
Partonage."®? This followed the downisll of Cannon ani the
revising of the House Rules and the tarifi legislation of
1909.%8 Thié created a wider division btetween the Stand-
fFatters and Insurgents who liked to be called Irogressive
Repuhlieana.aj

The Liberal Progressive movement which may now te
called the rrogressive Reputlican movement, can te traced
through every phase of the £ansas farm situation;so
religious history;sl fight for prohibition sagainst the

2
liquor .t’orcea;3 population and political aharaoteristics;35

26, Vietor uurdock, "New Curt on Speaker," Chicago
fritune, 3Septemter 25, 191C.

27. Llopeka Journal, January 19, 191l.

28. Rotert C. Brooxks, rolitical Farties and Zlectoral
Frotlems, p. 83.

&Y. Ikid.

30, William A. White, "U'he Farmer and His Plight,"
the Survey, ILKII, (June 1, 1929), 281-3.

3l. Charles B. Lriscoll, "Major Prophets of Holy
Lansas," American lercury, VII (May, 1926), 16-26.

32, Charles 5. Uriscoll, "Kanses in Labor," American
dercury, XAVI (March, 1929), 339-346.

33. frederick . Lavenport, "Slowing Up &nd Slowing
Down of Nebtrasks and Lansas," Qutlook, CX (May 12, 1913),
94-99,
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and even the evéry day life of the Kaensans has been described
ag conducive to progresgive prin:iples.54 William Allen
White has called this movement a "middle class revolution
to equalize the-opportunity of the common man".55 These
earlier movements have had their manifestations in Kansas
and now our nerrative starts at the mid-point in the Stubbs
Administrations,

During Stubbs last esdministration a Progressive
Republicean movement was organized which leater became the
Progressive Party.55 The movement has been explained as
the amalgemation-of meny of the state movements into a
national movement.®? Theodore Roosevelt said that John
Brown was a great progressive38 and in his Ossawtonie,
Kansas speech, August 31, 1210 at a celebration nomineally in

honor of John Brown, Roosevelt "leid down what he called the

34, Clyde L. Davis, "Kansas at Lerge", Atlantic Monthly
CXXIV (Oct. 1919) 465-71, and (Nov. 1919) 641-48,

35. "Blood of Conquerors", Colliers, LXXI, (Marech 10,
1923) 5-6, 30, and (March 17, 1923) 11-12, 27; "Government
of the people, By the People, and for the People",

-

Indepéndent, LXXXV (Februery 7, 1916) 187-190.

36. Jonathen W. Dollivar, "The Forward liovement in the
Republican Party"™, The Qutlook, XCVI (Sept. 24, 1910) lél-
172; BEdward McChesney Sait, American Parties and Elections,
(Progressive Republicens).

37. Joseph Bucklin Bishop, Presidential nominations
and Elections (Roosevelt and 1912); Edward Stanwood, A
Hlstory of the Presidency, 1897-1916, (1912).

38. Theo, Roosevelt, "Progressives, Past and Presenti",
Qutlook, XCVI (September &, 1810} 19-30.
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platform of 'New Nationelism'" in seventeen planks. Seven
of these related to trusts and corporations which he thought
necessary, but he insisted that their transactions must be
public, and that they must be supervised by a Federzl agency,
especially where they control the nescessities of life.
hree planks relate to finence, including a teriff commission

graduated income tax, One plank proposed the army and

-
=

end
nevy, two others for econservetion, and another for legislation
favorable to labor, another egainst mob violence, another for
such use of nationel power that "there must remsin no neutral
ground %o serve as e refuge for lawbreekers"; and finally he
came out for the direct primery, together with a corrupt-
practices act, and the right to recall electiwve cfficers.sg
The "New Nationalism™ of Roosevell with its seventeen planks
corresponded with meny of the demands of the Insurgent
Progressive Republicans led by LaFollette.40
A group of progressive Republicans met in Weshington

D. C. on January 21, lgli to form the Natiocnal Pfogressive
Republican League;

"believing they had come to the perting of the ways...

they edoplied a declaration of prineciples, which
v P - ” X ]
lamented that popular government in Americe had been

39. Alvert Bushnell Hart, "lNew Netionalism"™, American
Yearbook, 1910, p. 52.

40, Williem Allen White, "Progressive Hen and the
Insurgent Ducklings", American Magezine, LXXI (January,
1911) 394-9.
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thwarted and progressive legislation strangled bty tune
special interests, wnich control caucuses, delegates,
conventions, party organization and through this

control of machinery of government dictate nominations
and platfiorms,"4l

As the lailt administration drew stormily to a close.43 open
opposition to the renomination 0i <{resident Taft developed
with "its direoting and energizing iorce coming from the
diddle Vestern and racific Coast States.“43 I'nese lnsurgents
fir:t rallied@ around LaFollette as a logical champion of
the people's oause.é* The struggle oi a decade in the states
and in the initial confliet in Congress had convinced these
men of the hopelessness of making the Repubtlican rarty
responsible to the will oif the people without changes in the
machinery of the party.45 In explenation of Lakollette's
poor showing as standard tearer William Starr liyers states
that

"at a tusiness men's tanguet in Philadelphia, on

Pebruary <, 1912, lir, Lakollette delivered & long

rambtling, inpart [sig)] incoherent speech, which proved to

te the teginning oi & nervous hzeaxdown. inis ruined
his chance for the nomination."4°

4l. Thomas Jefierson lertentaier, A 4istory of the
American rfeople, p. 430,

42, E, d. Abbott, "wr, Roosevelt in the Vest,™ Outlook,
ACVI (September 3, 1310), 19-30, 64-7.

45, 4Hdarold R. Eruce, American rarties and rolitiecs,
Pp. 106=22 '

44, Robert C, Brooks, Folitical Parties and Zlectoral
£roclems 83.

ey ittt | P.

45, ZEZdgar E. Rotinson, Zvolution of American FPolitical
Eal‘tiea o Fo 314.

e .

399_*38: William Starr kyers, The Reputlican rarty, pp.
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William Xittle says LafFollette was a stetesman eaiter

the order of Lincoln and would naturelly meake & poor showing

7

in meny of the ifrogressive soataa.* At the outset of this

frogressive Republiocan dovement, Foosevelt was on his
auntiog trip.*s "hen he returned he declined to join the
new movement tut in speeches, and editorials, he gradually
sligned himself with its policies.™’

A letter from Jilson sardner, 'ashington Corres-

pondant, to William Hard, editor ol the Nation helps explain
o0
the transition from Insurgensy to rrogressivism.

"Dear Hard:

Zefore this subtject oi wnat is frogressiviem,
iades into the limbo of forgetiulness, why not glance
at the histrionic origin oi the term?

When the noble L. Re was fellin. wild animsls in
aAfrica the notle and red-neaded Vic ilurdock of Kansas
was waging a btitter fignt against Cannonism and the
rales of the Hdouse ol Hepresentatives. It was a
8truggle to get & little more freedom--and the struggle
was in the interests of the people--.

The red-headed Murdock, however, won and the rules
were 8lightly tent. The crowd at Vietor's tack were
known as "Insurgents." They had insurged sagainst
House discipline. They were rebels. i

Ihen returned the notle T. K. from nis African hunt
and to a couple 0f his newspaper iriemnds conveyed this
message, "Tell Vietor to drop that word 'Insurgents'

47. William <ittle, "Robert il., Laliollette,™ The Arena,
LLLV (1906), 671-6.

48. Emporis 'eekly Jazetie, Lay 16, 19ld.

49, Robert C. Zrooxs, foliticel rarties and Electoral
Nation, CXVIII (larch 25, 1924), o4<.
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and to use the term 'Progressives'. That term expresses
itself. It is what the group really stands for. It is

a general and continuing word. Insurgency is simply

e passing phase. Remember to ocall them *Progressivest®,.

G.’ Gl

On Februery 19, 1912, the Republican Governors of seven

state351

signed a letter to Roosevelt,

"Urging him to announce his candidecy. A few days
letter President Taft publicy denounced persons who
supported the 'New Netionalism' as destructive radicals,
tpolitical emotionalists!, and 'neurotics*. These
words touched Roosevelt on the raw since & rumor that
he was losing his reason was being circulated. They
were exactly the sort of challenge to dissolve his
lingering doubts, and arouse & violent spirit of
combat. 'My hat is in the £1ng', he eannounced on
twenty-first of February".s

Joseph Bucklin Bishop, a biogrepher of Roosevelt's
in referring to the letter sent by the seven Governors:

"This letter was ingeniously fremed to exert & power-
ful influence over Roosevelt. ts authors declered
their belief that a majority of the voters (Republican)
favored his nomination and a large percentage of the
voters favored his eleetion; that he represented as
no other man did, the prineiples and policies which
must appeal to the American people and which were
necessary to the heppiness and prosperity of the
country; that in making the request and authors of the
letter were not considering his personal interests

but the interests of the people as a whole, and that

51. Governors were Bass of N. E., Glasscock of W. Va.,
Hadley of Mo., Osborn of Mich., Stubbs of Kens., Aldrich
of Nebr., and Carey of Wyoming. i

52. S. E. Morison, "Progressive Era"™, The Cxford History
of the United States, II, 456-7,

_—
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if he were to decline he would show h%msmlf
unresponsive to & plain publie duty".

Harold U. Faulkner states thet the people scented victory

"
in the air and stampeded to t o4

heir old 1dol, Roosevelt.
Though Roosevelt hed gsserted he would not run again, he

vielded to the importunities of his friends snd the prompt-

ings of his own ardent nature, end on February 12, 1912,

gnnounced that he would accept the nomination if the

by the Republicen Natlonal

2
L&
=
@
e
o
)

nomination wes offe

=t

Convention. With the casting of Rooseveltts hat into the

ring, there were two contrasting figures seseking the nomina-
tion of the Republican Perty, "the conservative and vacil-
lation of President Taft in comparison with the energy,
assertiveness, and personal popularity of Roosevelt",9%

In his meny sided quelities Roosevelt had an immeasurable
adventage over other men.%6 He was well suited to carry

-

the banner of the:Bull Noosers as he wes a great "political

=
elist though seldom & constructive policy formulator®. o7

53. Theodore Roosevelt and His Times, II, 316-7.

54. The Quest for Soclal Justics, 1898-1914, pp.
10 6_7 .

55. William MacDonald, "Democratic Perty", Cyclopedia
2 e e A e s S f
of Americen Govsrnmemt, I, 575.

6. Frank A. Munsey, Munsey Megazine, XLVIII (October,
1912) 76.

57. C. B. Merriem, Four American Party Leaders, pp.
22—25 .




64
The fight between Roosevelt and Taft broke out for
the control of the Republicen Netional) Convention to meet

in June, 1812 at Chicego. The Teft men

"

he
m

y the exercise of administrative influence such as
d often been employed in the past, the campalgn
anaegers of the lqh,:l [&&fﬁ] were eble to cepture
most of the delegates from the Southern Stetes where
the Repub*ican vote was negligible. On the other
hand Roosevelt developed astounding strength in the
states which had established the direct ,*irary
system and in which the Republican vote was large
Also hils sypporters started contests whereever
possible".

D c_‘r'

Kansas was a good example of a staete in which the
Progressive element was in full control of the Republican
Party and its mechine under W. R. Stubbs.%® In order to
keep their convention delegates and presidential elect
within the Republican fold, a curious situation had @eveloped
and the contesting delegations both went to the Republiecan

National Convention &t Chicego.®C There were, when the
Republicans met in 1912, "as there had been for several
years past two warring elements in the party, ‘one

congervaetive and the other radical".sl Roosevelt

58. Robert C. Brooks, Political Parties &nd Elsctoral
Problems, pp. B83f.

58. Albert Shaw, "Shall Kansas be Disfranchisged",
Review of Reviews, XLVI (September, 1912) 277f.

60, James Albert Woodburn, "Electoral Disputes in
Kensess®, American Yearbook of 1812, pp. 26f.

61. Edward McChesney Salt, American Parties and
Zlections, p. 608. '
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undoubtedly won "The rank end file of the Republican
voters, but in the nominating conventlon he was flattened
by the sene tsteam-roller' which buf four yeers before had
so efficiently élearea the way for Targn, 62 Roosevelt was

supported by many of the former progressives and by e com-

v

'Plete or partial delegetion from the Republican States

such as Pennsylvenia and Illinois, mostly gzalned by the

primarics.ﬁs When their candidate lost the Republican

g:

nomination, as hls supporters believed of unfelr tactics,
they Pbolted® after the contested delegates were decided

in favor of Taft, whose friends were in control of the
machinery.%% The "bolting eddress™ or the Progressive
Protest was delivered Saturday, June 22, by Henry J Allen
he Progressives withdrew with their leeader
Theodore Rdosevelt to Orchestra Hall®® where "Roosevelt was

informally nominated as the cendidate of a new political

organization"§7

82. Herold U. Faulkner, The Quest for Social Justice,
p. 197. :

63. Albert Bushnell Hart, "Progressive Party"™,
clopedie of American Government, II 74.

64. Robert C. Brooks, Political Perties =nd Electoral
Problems, pp. B83F.

65. Henry J. Allen, "Progressive's Protest", Qutlook,
(June 29, 1912) 478.

66. Henry J. Allen, "Campaign At Chicago™, Colliers,
LVII (June 3, 1918) 8-9, 28, 32,

67. Albert Bushnell Hart, "Progressive Party",
Cyclopedia of Americean Government, II, 74.




CHAPIZR VI
PROGRESSIVE PARTY=-NATIONAL AND STATE

The New Party in the Nation

Roosevelt in his acceptaense speesch of June 2:,1

led many of the Progresaives or Bull idoosers of 1912, and
doubtless many of those who took part in that episode, to
telieve that they were sharing in the tirth of & new and
permanent party.z The speed with waich the organization
of this new party progressed was something that surprised
even the 0lé Stand-ratl Repacliaans.s The politicsl views of
some of the leaders may give some light a&s to the type of
men that were coming to the Frozressive Party.

Senator Eristow of Lansas said, "The sontrol of
politios bty the financial intercsts for selfishness snd for
gain must te btrozen. What we need is a rFrogressive Congress,

& rrogressive executive administration, and & Progressive

.

l., Theodore Roosevelt, "Address Accepting the Nomination
oiL the Kew Party," The Outlook, CI (June 29, 1912), 479-80.

& Jonn W, Davis, rarty Goverament in the United
St&tds, Da 17,

3. Barnest Hamlin Atbott, "The Chicaxo Convention snd
the Zirth of a New Partvy," The Outlook, CI (June 29, 1912),
470-78,
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Court”.% Albert Jeremiah Beveridze of Indiana in accepting
the nomination for governor, designated the effort as "a
crusade for e cause and that cause the cause of the
peoPle.“5 Victor Murdock of Kansas says the

"Progressive Party was new, with good leaders and it

stirred up the atoms. It was & new line of thinking.

ITf the Progressives had ever come into possession of

the government, they would have given a new type of

edministration by putting_ the government back into

the hands of the people.®

Many othar eminent leaders and authors who have

painted & similar picture of these men who were to make up
the warp and the woof of the Progressive Party were Roosevelt,

Welliver, White, Richberg, Munsey, Croly, Baker, Merz,

Edgerton, and Howland.? The rank and file of these

4. Oscar King Davie, "Senator Bristow's Views"™, Qutlook
C (Merch 30, 1912), 725-729.

5. Indisnoplis News, August 1, 1912, Nomination for
governor of indiena.

8. Vietor Murdock, Personel Interview, August, 1932.

7. Theodore Roosavellt, "How I Became & Progressive",
Outlook, GII (Oct. 12, 1912) 294-296; Judson C. Welliver,
W"lhe New Era end the New Ideas®™, Munsey Magezine XLV (Oct.
1912), 13-20; Williem Allen White, "Why I am a Progressive",
Seturdey Eveninz Post, CXCIII (April 23, 1921), 3-4, 52,

Z; Donald ﬁIcEBarg, "New Captains and old Dreams"™, Survey,
IXIII (Oct. 1, 1929) 32-35; Frank A. Munsey, "Roosevelt,
the Fighting Leader of the New Progressive Partiy", Munse
Magezine, XLVII (Aug. 1912) 659-74; Herbert Croly, The
Promise of American Life, Entire work; Ray Stannard Beker,
W0n the Political Firing Line"™, American Magazine, LXXI
(Nov. 1910) 3-16; Cha:le? Merz,TPr?gressivisn, 0ld end New,"

tlentic Monthly, CXXII (July 1923) 102-109; James A.
Eagerton, FWill %hera be a new Party", Review of Reviews,
ILIII (Merch, 1911) 337-340; Herold Howland, 1heodore
Roosevelt and his Times", Progressives."™
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Progressives were Middle-western leaders with & reputation

for getting things acccmplished.8 The insurgent progressive

movement had passed from a "temporafy protest within the
Republiecan Party to tﬁe formetion of & party nation-wide,
into which, as Roosevelt expressed it, both ex-Republicans
and ex-Democrats are invited",9 The factions sttracted by
the Progressive Party were: first, those Republicans who
revolted at what they believed to be unfair acts of the
Chicago Convention; second, those who had worked in their
respective states as Progressive Republicans and who
rebelled at what they considered the domination of the
perty by the reectionary element in it; third, there were
a considerable number of social reformers, attracted by the
proposed platform; fourth, there were the personal asdmirers
of Mr. Roosevelt.l0

The Progressive Party made an appeal to the farmers,

the laborer, business men, the political reformer,

8. Edger E. Robinson, The Evolution of American
Politicel Parties, p. 301.

9. George P. Morehouse, Topeka Capital, August 4, 1912.

10. "Origin of the Progressive Party", Independent,
1LXX (November 16, 1914), 222.
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humanitarien, conservation Taction,ll end finally to all

who want the people to rule instead of the vestsd interests
of the Republican &and Democratic Pafties.lz The delegates

of the Roossvelt Progfessiva Party met in Chieago, August 6,
1912. Richberg says the movement was religious, " a revolt
of youth ageinst age, of 1dealism against matarialism".13

The Progressive Convention had delegates from 40 states.14
The neme officially adopted by the Progressive Convention,

August 2, 1912, was the "Progressive Party”.15

Theodore
Roosevelt was chosen as their nominee for President an

Hiram W. Johnson for Vice-President.l6

1l. 8Solon J. Buck, The Agrarien Crusads, Preface;
Williem E. Welling, Amaricar Labor and AJefTCan Democracy,
p. 28; Judson C. Welllver, "Ine Progressive Party's AD péEl
to the Business Vote™, Mupsey Ma: a:ine, XLVIII (November,
1912) 270-4; "A Vitally Illuminating Ar*icl= on a
Criminally Cc**upt He “ublic:n Perty" ,Munsey Mezazi ne,

XLVI (Fabru&*v 1912) 619-628; Frenk A. Munsey, "rne New
Progressive Party--What is it and why it 1is", Laneax
Mazazine, XLVII (August, 1912) 675-680; Walter IZ. Page,

The Progressive Progremme"™, World's Work, XXIV (September,
1912) 489-491.

12. Victor Murdock, Personal Interview, August, 1932;
Edward M¢Chesney Sait, American Parties and Elections, p.
194,

13. Donald Richberg, "We Thought It was Armagedon™,
Survey, LXI (March 1, 1929) 723-5, 758-9, 762-3.

14, Harold R. Bruce, American Parties and Politics,
P. 1186.

15. Albert Bushnell Hert, "Progressive Party",
Cyclopedia of American Govermnment, III, 74.

16. EBarnest Hamlin Abbott, "Progressive Convention®™,
Outlook, CI (August 17, 1918) 857-870.
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The platform of the Progressive Party was called a

"ecovenant with the people”, enmbodying a large number of
popular reforms, inecluding naninations for all offices by
primary elections, tﬂe popular election of senators, the
appointment of officers in the diplometic and consular
services on the basis of fitness, the initietive, referendun,
and recall in the state governments, & reform in the method
of meking emendments to the Federal Constitution, equal
suffrage to men end women, the publicity of campaign
contributions and expenditures, the recall of judicilal
decisions, the abolition of the injunetion in labor dis-
putes, the strengthening of the Inter-stete Commerce
Commission end of the Shermen Anti-Trust Law, the estab-
lishment of & scientific tariff commission, the levying of
inheritance and income taxes, the conservation of natural
resources, the limitation of ermments, the use of business
methods in the federsl departments, and the enactment of
laws prohibitinz child labor, establishing tﬂe-éight-hour
day, the minimum wage &nd workmen's compensation and
promoting the safety and health of workmen .17

The Progressive convention resembled an old time
religious revival in its fervor, optimism and youthful

adoration. Roosevelt in concluding his speech steted that

17. Edwerd Conrad Smith, "Progressive Platform",
Dictionary of Americen Politics, p. 336.
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®"We stend at Arrageddon, and we battle for the Lord".l8

Albert J. Beveridge delivered the keynote address of the
convention and had hardly ccn;leted.when George W. Perkins
"cut out of the platférm its most vitel plank--that on
trusts".lg It was a

"gallant revolt against the established order in the
Republican Party, the passionate sdoreation of the

Bull licosers for thelr leader, and the celr calculation
with which Thecdore Roosevelt ultimately betreyed them
ené scuttled the mest promising effort towardg pclitical
irdenendence that the nation has ever known".

Joseph M. Dixon, United States Senator from Montans

o

was Cheairman ¢l the Progressive Campaign Committee; Oscar

3

King Davis was Secretary; and William Allen White was the

-

Director of Publicity. George W. Perkins was Cheirman of
the Nationegl Committee with Ben Lindsey, Jane Addams,
George Priestly, Chauncey Dewey, Jemes R. Garfield, William
Flinn, Julian Eerris, and Elon . Hooker es Gomnitteemen.al
Although the Progressive Party was orgenized less than a
month before election; it "started its existence with a

¥

nation-wide organizetion.....but with a Tirm purpose to

18. Earold U. Faulkmner, The Quest of Social Justice,
1898-1914, p. 107.

19, Willis J. Abbott, "Review of Bower's Beveridge
and the Progressive Era"™, Christien Science lMonitor,
Sept. 23, 1932.

20. Ibid.

2l. William S. Brigman, "General Steff of Reorgenized
political Armies™, Munsey Magazine, XLVIII (October,
1912) 3-12.
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meke cur politics purer and cur government better".aa Keny
of the leaders of the Ngtioval Progressive Party were the
foremost liberal thinkers and politicians of Americe.%°
The nationel campaign became a three cornersd fight

between Taft, Roosevelt end Wilson. The election placed
Woodrow Wilson in the Presidency with an electoral count
of 435 and a popular vote of 6,293,454. Theodore Roosevelt
hed an electoral vote of 88 and a populer vote of 4,119,538.
Williem Howard Taft had an electorel count of 8 and a
populer vote of 3,484, 980; Eugene V. Debs had a popular
vote of 900,672. Roosevelt carried Washington, South
Dakota, Pennsylvenia, Minnesota, Michigen, and 1l out of
13 in Californie; Taft carried Uteh and Meine; Wilson the
rest.24

The defeat which had bzen foreseen "had hardly
passed into history when Roosevelt, Perkins, and Munsey
began overtures for & surrender to the Republicgns".as
Victor Murdock in en interview with Theodore Rooéevelt the

morning after the election asked Roosevelt what was the

future of the Progressive Party. Roosevelt sald when he

28. Nelson Case, "Progressive Party Organization®,
Oswego Independent, September 12, 1912.

283, Williem S. Brigmen, "Some leeders in the National
Movement", Munsey Magezine, XLVIII, (Sept., 1912) 843-59.

24, "Popular Vote of 1912", World's Almanac for 1913,
P. 716.

25, Willie J. Abbott, Christian Science Monitor,
Bept. 23, 1932.
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noticed that "the Progressive Party -had not eleoted & single
oounty slerk he knew the party's life was short. A
politioal perty to be lasting must come from the zrass

)

roots."

- - - % - -
ressed the delez

~u
L

its work. Colonel Roocevelt ad

gonferense. YVictor Murdock was seleotsd as Netionsl Chair-

(O]

man and Joseph il. Uixon as head of the memtership committe
Jane Addams' plan for the iinmancing of the cenpeign ty
subscriptions was adopted, The selection of New York as

to ry

(&)

the headquarters of the party was "received as e vi
ior gseorge W. Perkins and his iriends against whom some
oppoasition had teen developed in the conference."<8 The
Netion printed a very interesting article:

"It is plain to see now that there were two elemsnts in
the rrogressive Larty which never had ifused, and wiioch
were gertain to lead to the explosion that oeccurred on
Saturday. There were the rrogressives ol fanatical
strain, the earnest, genuine men and women who telicved
thet Roosevelt woull lead them (o & new heaven and a
new earth. But in addition to them there were ex-
tosses and soheming politicians anid the disgruntled
capitalists who helped to utilize the name Frogressive

286, Viotor Murdoox, fersonal Interview, Auzust, 1932.

27. ltid.

2 28. Assoocieted Irress, Wiohita Daily Zagle, Decemter
12, 1912,
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for their own purposes. William Allen White wrote

to the New York World, 'lMr. Perkins had paid his

2008 money for thne Frogressive Party, and in him
rested .the title of the party. It was nalural thatb
Colonel Roosevelt should recognize that title, IDe
very sure it waa--the ewiusnily practicel Colonel '"<~¥

Another article fram the Ration is also rather enlight-

enings

"that the announcement oi the plans ol Lhe Hew York
Prozrescives would te 'nighly important,' the putlie
wag notified in advence. How could it be otlherwise
than importent, coming as it did after the Colonel
had met with the Executive Committee and adjured them
not to atate & jot of the immortsl prineiples of
1912, while, 'on the other hand,' selling out to:the
Republicans on the best terms obteinable? The
official statement emtodies this heroic determination
never to sutmit or yield--unless it proves convenient
to do so--and the explanation furnished by lr. '
George Perkins put the thing Tteyond doubt."

Then to further the work iir, Perkins innooently outlined the

. g o o 3l N e = 30

targaining process in contemplation.
George L, Record declares that the scheduling of the

Frogressive rarty vonvention in 1216 at Chiczago at the

same time as that of the Hepublican was for the "obtnoxious

rurpose of enetling Perkins, the meel tio«et and practioslly

sole remnant oi the party, to traiiic with the Reputrliean

29, RBditorisl, Kation, CII (June 15, 1916), 636.

20, Editoriasl, Ration, CII (May 18, 1916), 531.
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nd3l

0ld Gusrds for jots. The two national conventions

met at Chioago in June, 1916. The Progressives eleoted
Raymond Rotins, as chairman ol the coav:ution.;a The
Western or so-called isnatical Hoosevelt element of the
convenlion wanted tc name HZo.sevelt Fresident and adjourn
iorthwith, leaving the seleotion of & Vice-fresident to te
filled by the national committee, whioch meant that they
were for Fusion with the Reputlican rarty, bty letting

the Reputlicens nominate the Vice=kresidentiasl candidatie
who would run with Hoosevelt on the Hepublican fusion
tiocket. This fmotion oi the Progressives was under
the leadership of Vietor Murdoock, James R. uwarfield,
Hirem W, Johnson, and thet group of young insuraents.35

The second faction was the Emstern orowd led ty rerkins

and nis New York following in zenersl. This fsation

wisned to sell out to the Reputlicans at the Cest obtainatle

T 4

.
531'1]13.0

31, <eorge L. Record, Netiom, CII (Jeanuary 27, 1916),
90,

32, Julien Street, "The Convention and the Colonel,"
Colliers, LVII (July 1, 1916), 5-7, 26, 37, 38,

33, William Allen White, Personal Interview, August,
1932; Vietor Murdoock, Persomal Interview, August, 1932,

>x. llid.
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One interesting end dramatie incident occurred in
the Progressive Convention when James M. Parker of Louisiena
was sbout to be recognized by Chairmen Robins, with the
purpose of noninating Roosevelt Tor Presidency but George
W. Perkins pulled him down into his seat. Perhaps as many
other great moments have created greet events which were
decided in the snep of a finger; so the nominetion of
Theodore Roosevelt by the western faction of the Bull
Moosers in 1916 was delayed until too late and if theirs
was & possible chance of uniting with the Repubdlicans it was
lost in the pull of & cosat tail.35
Colonel Roosevelt at the
®eleventh hour suggested Senator Lodge as compromise
cendidate,96 but by Saturdeay morning with the *favorite
sons' releesing delegation after delegation; the drirft
to Hughes beceme unmistekable. In hot haste the
Progressives determined to have their ticket, nominated
Colonel Rocsevelt with John M. Parker for Vice-
president, beating the Republicean decision for Mr.
Hughes by some two minutes. Colonel Roosevelti's
reply to the news of his nomination was & *cocnditicnal
refusal' which wes to be placed in the handsgs of the
Prograscsive Nationel Committee®? pending & declaretion
of prineciples by the Republican eandidate"™,
Roosevelt's answer was a refusal to the Progressive

National Committee. The Progressives then gave the

35. Williem Allen White, Personal Interview, August,
1932; Victor Murdock, Personal Interview, August, 1932.

36. "Progressive Convention, 1916", Nsiipop CII (June
15, 1918) 631.

37. Ibid.
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nomination to James M, Parker ol Loulisians. This zesture
practically closed Chne rrozressive movement which nad
glerted out so strong in 1212, fhe'very succeas of the
EFrogressive Farty had.in it the 8eeds oi an early daath.ﬂ
The movement &t its inception waes a one-msn movement, cuilt

around Roosevelt, & great netional figure., Roosavelt was

o

too pmotical for the movement, It needed a John Brown who
wes willing to live, fight and if need be even die; a
martyr, ZXoosevelt was &1l too willing to compromise with
the Hepublican .'rart:,r.é9
There were plenty of young virile leaders in the
frogressive rarty who mignt have added some degree of

0" witn

ua & iy =+
permanensy to the Frogressive Party movement,
Larollette or some younger man at the helm, the rrogressives
would have had & full ticset in the elesctions. They would

have gone down in deifcat and would have been a party in

=1
1920. Neturally the party would have been iorced to
submerge during the World War, btut even with this denisl

of freedom and the changing ol issues the Erty might not

have died as 1516 was not Armsgeddon. The fai lure was

somewhali due to thne VWorld War, but largely due to tne

38. ZSéitoriel, The Ketion, CII (June 15, 13158), 636.

39, Williem Allen Wnite, Personal Interview, Aug., 1932.
1 40, Bdivorial, "Progressive wovement," Review of
deviews, XLVI, 2067-274.

74

41. William Allen VWnite, Fersonal Interview, Ang., 1332.
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presence of Perkins among the leaders. Perkins was probably
in the Progressivé Party because he was the only member of
the J. P. Morgen firm who wes a Progressive. But Perkins
wes & banker before he was & Progressive. Morgan being e
banker, wanted interest, capital end profit before
martyrdom.42 The failure was due to the leadership of
Roosevelt, Every greeat American political party has to
have soil upon which to grow, and must be watered by the
martyrt*s blood. Roosevelt had tested too muech of the spoils
to be & martyr and he was too populer to submerge during
the World Wer. He was probebly not enough of a2 cruseader
like LaFollette, Murdock, end others who were in the move-
ment not for what they could get out of it but for the joy
of getting the government into the hands of the people.45
Then in the lesdership of the Progressive Party btesides
Perkins end Roosevelt were those cld politicel manipulators

like William Flinn of Pittsburgh,** Frank A. Munsey,%®

46

Jorn C. Shaffer,*® and oscer Streus end others.®*’ This

42. Williem Allen White, Personal Interview, August,

43%. 1Ibid.

44. William Bennel Munro, Personality in Politics,

45, Willis J. Abbott, Christian Science Monitor, Sept.
23, 1932.

46. Ibid.

47, Ernest Hamlin Abbott, "The Progressives at
Chicago™, Qutlook, CXIII (June 21, 1916) 423-7.
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group of leaders were atbtle to xeep the western element irom
accomplishing what they hLad setl aut.to do in the work of
reiomming America 48

Althouzh the Progregsive politiesl party was short-
lived it forced the Lemocrsatic rarty temporarily to take
on &t least some assumed semblances oi frogressivism.*
°croly says that sinse 183956 at least one merty or csndidate

upport oi the

&

has edvanced a valid claim ifor the
progressive element in Amerios snd that sinece 1204 the

progressive vote has determined the election.

rrogressive Party in Kancss

The campaign was osrriéd on with 511 the vigor
poesitle. (1) The new Prozressive Party ran a full ticket
in Kansaes in 1912. (2) Kansas was putting some oi her
test statesmen into the iray for the Prozressive Farty.

(3) Walter Loscoe 5tucts ran for the Senate, Arthur Capper
for Governor, Sheffield Ingalls for Lieutenant-Governor,

Vietor Hurdock and fred 3. Jacaison for Congress. (4) The

frogressives ran a z00d race considering the rupture oi the

lts . ...f. A. lj.".it
interview, August, 1

49, FP. Orman Ray, Introduotion to Folitiesl Pesrties
Aud Prachiosl rolitics, p. 9&.

4 50. Hertert Croly, "The Belipse of Iroxressivism,” '
New Reputlis, XXIV (Cetorcer 27, 1920), 210-216.
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Reputlican Party and the fact that the Lemooratic naiional
ticket won cty a sizatle. lead., 3tubps losté the race to
William d. lhompson, VYemoceratic candidate dfor the United
States Serate., artahur vapper 1lost Uy & lew nundred votes in
nis race for Jovernor to weorge d. dodges, Deﬁocrat.
Sherffield Ingalls won & trilliant rsce against rranx L.
britton, the lLemocoratic Candidate Ifor Lieutenant-Governor.,
Vietor Murdoock carried nis congressiomm]l district, but
fFred 3. Jackson lost his race ior re~election. ZILhere were
& Iew more scattered victories in the state of iansas for
the Progressives tuft only two major ones,

Viotor Uurdock ssays the Frogressive Party naver dia
have the steam of the Insurgent movemeént. CIrrosperity always
réllo;ved the Insurgzency in all its undertaskinzgs while uvhat

0i the frogreasive FParty. 1The rrozrea-

[=1

gouwld not Le sai
sives met and U, S, sartin was elected Fresident oi the
Kansas rrogressive rarty organization and expested to
organize every county in Jlansas by iebrusry 12, 1;15.01
Flans were Iormed (0 contest every position. On lecember
11, 1912, Williem Allen White gave & cell for the Progres~
8ives oi Kansas to an open confesrence at fo;pei;a.58 The

1914 election year cawe with meny oi the fansas Progressives

azain put ting on strong campaigns. Vietor Liurdock mn Ifor

61, ZLansas City Star, November 15, 1912.

b2, lopeks Capital, Lecembter 11, 1912,
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t¢he United States Senate tul was outdistanced bty toth the

[ 2]

gputlican and Democratic entries. Arthur Cepper nad

ot

returned to the Hepurlican Party and was delealted. Henry
J. Allen was the Irogressive candidate. These two were the
¢wo outstandin. entries of the Frogressives who lost all
gontests in the state of HLansas in 1514,

This meant that Aansas had again returned to the
Revubtlican fold and in the eleotion many oi the rrogressives
had followed vapper and others back into the Republican
Party. With the pessing of Vietor Murdosk from the House of
Representatives, Insurgency soon died out as Georze W,

Norris was in the Senate anf most oi the others hal failed

in election or had withdrawn to the Reputlican Party ranks.
Insurgency was still led bty LaFollette in the Senate althoush
it nhed loast much of 1%s formsr vigor, prosperity and
eiilicienay.

The work of the prozressive ers may well te summed up
in Dane Gatlin's summary of Stubb's political wbdrk of ten
years as follows: (1) State institutions under toards, out
0f polities; (2) All btanks, state and mational, opveraiing
under s zuarantee to pay the depositors; (3) A stvatute reg-
uwlating and requiring licenses Ifrom sellers snd promoters
of stooum; (4) A state treasury which pays interest to the
people; (5) -Sound control of all ;uLiia utilities--rail-
roads, telephones, express companies, telephons and telegraph
lines, zss end electric companies and street cars; (6) A
Just inheritance tax law; (7) A workipzman's compensation

law; (8) A judicisl ouster estaclished egainst recalcitrant
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officisls; (9) A compulsory referendum Ior all franchises
granted in Ksnsas cities; (10) Iwo-cent passenger fares;
(11) A maximum freight law; (12) A direot advisory vote on
United States Senators; (13) Commission form of govermment
for cities.Y® uany of these reforms were reforms from
other state statutes, some were even acvogcated and largely
foroed through by other leaders than those of the Stuilk's
mecnine,

William E, Connelley in explsining the Kansas
situation stmtes that

"Populism played a short return enzmzement under s
difierent name in 1912. The rrogressive rarty, with
its platform not unlike that of the reople's rarty,
divided the Reputlisan ibrces and swept the siate and
nation that yeer, with the result that & Democratic
administration was elected. :eansas zot over it in
two years so far &s the Demosrets were concerned, &nd
elected a Republican vovernor Who was & frogressive.
In 1816, the state voted for the Demoeratic natioml
administration, gn? retained the Repubtlican rrogressive
administration,"9%

In 1916, the Dull «oosers quil business in Lansas and
returned to the Republicen rarty--except Vietor Murdook,
This marked the exit of the Lrogressive larty as such; the
third party movement n&ad suiiered the same end as many of its

predecessors. The fusion ticket of returned Reputlicans ang

53. Dene Gatlin, "W. R. Stubbs--What I Am Trying to Llo,"
Worlé's Work, XXIV (May, 1912), 59-67.

54. William 3. Connelley, "Prozressives,"” A Standard
Sistory oi isnses ané sansans, II, 1193. :

55. Topeka Journal, June 20, 1216.




83
cressives was called Progressive Republicans in 1914 who
by 1916 had become regular Republicans.,

1irly able group of

Kansas, iU scems, has cacsen a fe
men for governor since the Stubv's adwinistrations. Maay of
them are of the o0ld progressive strain like Artaur Capper
wao served 1914-1918; and Henry J. Allen, wiho served lGle-
1099 - A€ whom hed Tir ! he 1d Progressive ticket
¥y DOVL Ol WiOm iad Irun Ui uvhe o LSIogressive YicCKeu.

ol o] X T Prr—- N = - A & 4 a4+ - d v =~ 1
The legislation passed during The other administrations speek

well of their stand on progressive principles.




CHAFTER VII

Lhe Progresdivé Party was torn in amswer to the
supreme need oi our present mational life. Ior some years
the two 0ld parties had teen woribund, living upon futile
differences and fighting for the spoils of oifice over
dead issuea. They had no adequate econonmis or sodial
programme, and toth wers controlled by men who neither
understood nor cared for the conseauences and needs brought
by the great changes oi the last tuirty years in our
industrial end political life. DBoth party organizations
were supported by privilege and the one played ofi azeinst
the other in sham tattles to iool the peoples. The
Jemocratic machine, Courton, aristocratic and rsactionary
in the South, in the North was dominated Tty "tosses" who
used the people's governwent to favor the greiting rings
of gamtlers, contractors, and putlic service csorpormations.
The Repullican machine in the South, & mere Jo~¥nq;&c:a
crigade, in the North was the willing servant of Big Busi-

I 4

ness in 1ts plans for excessive tarifi, credit and industrial

exploitation of the people. There had teen many inefifective
protests againat this ti-partisan tetrayal of the publie

Wwelifare, but these protlests hal isiled either besoause their

leaders had tried to vour the new

Il
-

rogressive wine into the

0ld party btottles, or had used the prozressive sentiment of

84
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the people Ior wersonal zain.

It has beoen gaid thet every zZreet movement in human

_':."J'.L.DD‘.:.li tJ‘. Jertain

alfairs incarnates itself in a
it is th=t this orisis in American life has trought

forth & leader and interpreter ol more exveriocnce and
gi fte than any vrevious erisis in our history--Theodore

Roosevelt. In the Iollowing pages are set lor twae
prineiples and methods by which the progressive social

and economis development in America can Ifind legal

expression in owr political and industrisal order while
inoreasing general prosperity, preserving ireedom under

the law,.

The campaign of 1512 marks the end of the old order of
ci-partisan privilege sontrol over social life of this coun-
try. The next three years lailed to mark the erystalliization
of the ZFrogressive movement into an intelligent militant force

- il 2 - iy I Y " gy ¥ 2 . e gt
somreteuh to win and atliinigsiter voe fat lonel sOverniEndt.s
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The Irogressive p
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demands. rirst, an eiifeciivs control by the people Ctoth
before and after election over the machinery wrd officials
- s = = - o . 2 e = - e Lo o

041 the government. 3econd, the eileclive social control

ue l; I

o

i0Xr Giae yﬁ‘;&.‘v‘ weliare Q0OvVer 28shksas O1 l;it;uo:.ui‘j.
dealing Jjustly with labor, capital and consuming putlic.

‘hird, broafenin, Uthe base and power 0i ow social control

B

= . 2 : : . _ i
and responsibility by the enifranchisement oi women!

l. The rrozressive lational Servise. Circular.
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T'he rrogressive movement to many means the atltempt
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0i one man, disappointed in b
political party, to Found arothsr and return himsell to
power. To others, it represents the efiorts of a amell
tody oi seli-seeking politicians to gain position

iniluence Ty making; capital of & movement that was fem~

porarily popular, To others, the movement expressed

&
/]

ct
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(@]

the effort of a few sinsere tut miszuided enthusi

sarry oul an impossiltlie and chimerical program of social
r
reform throu;h government and legislation.
arl Sohurz sald, "the dootrines of the Republizan
Carl 3 s I

i

perty at its inception invited the unqualiiied approval

- - ;- L
. In the Heputlican

of youns literal minded reformers.
varty at its inception, there were at least two Zroups.
There were the literal minded reiormers and the pro-
fesaional politisians, the latter protatly test illus-
trated bty Nelson W. Aldrich, the master-mind that
practically controlled the United States. Alﬁrfah NES
vorking toward & definite epd--

"to merge btusiness and politiss in the interests of

business; to seige, througnh politics, the

instrumentalities of government and use &1

2. Zenjamin Parke lewitt, frogressive lovement, p. 3.

3. OCharles Lindsay, the rFolitical Antecedents of the
Progresaive llovement, p. & from Carl Sohursz's —eminiscendes,

(New York), (1907), II, 67-69.
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40T voe proiiv CO4 & iavored few.,m®

Lincoln Steffens gives another enlightening

b
jat

statement when he said,
"the responsitle attorney Ior a railroad and
consgientious railroed men nave t0old me and son-
vinced me, too--that you sannot run & railroad
without corrupting anl convrolling government.

All discussion of putlic ownership is foolish;
elther the stete will own ant operale the rail-
ﬁaadu GAC buu;&u uU&ALu-ua or these :Ah%ic corpora~
tions will 'own' and govern the state,™o

The libtersl progressive movement came in contact
with "Big Business" which has Ceen called the czuse of
311 evil, politicel and economiec. The diflerent
politieal reiormers found that they

1 "osould not abolish tusiness. « . « Cannot regulate
tig btusiness. . .cannot limit the tigness of
tusiness, whioch must grow. . .the tig businesses
which were acstive in politioal corruption were
the railroads, puklic service corporations,
canks, ete., which are 'rig,' but also saloons,
gantling anc rawdy houses, which are small. « « « &
that What these big and little businesses all haéd
in common was not size tut the need ol bLit_*vu,g.
franchises and special legislation, which required
legislative corruption; proteotive tariifs,
intsrpretations ci laws in their special
interests or lsniensy of 'protestion' in the

_‘

4. Claude G. Zowers, Zeveriige and ths ;ruaxbaglrc ira,
p. 316. @Quoted from K. W. Stephenson, Nelson W. Aldrich
(uew YOIE), ‘1560), Pe. 61.

5. Linsoln Stefiens, Autotiograpny, p. 253.
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enforcement oi laws, calling for 'pullas' with
’ > (= - ' .
Judges, prosesubtors, and the police, "
The fight ageinst privilege btrouzght forward many

of the earlier manifestetions of the literal progres-
sives such as the "Murdook Reltellion." With the starting
of the investigations by Murdock, Folk, LaFollette and
other reiormers ol that period came & group of so-called
"Mucsk-Rekers" who took it upon themselves to investigste
¢ truth. These "Muck-Rakers" were
Linioln Stefiens, Ids lay Tartell and muny others who
putlished these Iindings in the iomm of booxks, magzazines
and newspapers. The progrcssive movement had already
become & movement and the "kuck-Rakers" were expressing
it and making votes for the candidates and the futurs.

These "Muck-Raker s" were showing the people that

privilege oreated a sort of pressure, and that wherever
the pressure is Ctrought U0 tear, society and government
cave in. The protlem, then, is ons of dealing with the

’ : 8
cause or tho souroes ol the pressurc to tuy and corrupt.

6. Steifens, Autobiography, . 432.

7. Ivid., p. 508.

8. I‘Eiﬁ., Je 622-
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The people put their trust in the leaders they elect to
run their government. So that (he tusiness men who wanted
to get from the people part ol their common wealtlh had to
deal with the people's leaders, and the people's leaders
80ld out the people, betrayed the pitiful faith oi the
masses in thelir weakness, and--nence our Amerioan govern=
ment is no longer a democracy, tut a plutocracy.9
o have & class war &s we say the progressive

movement was, is unsceientific:

"Po put in prison a man who tought & street railway

franchise was wrong; we should put the franchise

where the man can't get it. To shift our votes from

one to another of two political parties, Ttoth of

whioh are organized to serve the privileged ar the

privilege-seckers, was folly,"10
In the wide spread and rether disturting "Muck-Raking" of
agitators for political reform which at first sight seems
rather incoherent and chaotie, there may te distinguished
upon examination and analysis three tendencies. The
first of these tendencies is found in the insistence
by the btest of men in all political parties that special,
minority, and corrupt influence in government--national,
state, and oity~-te removed; the second tendency is found

in the demand that the strusture or machinery oi government,

which has hitherto been admiratly adapted to countrol by

J. OSteffens, autotiography, p. 622,

10. Ibid., p. 492,
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the few, be so changed and wmodified that it will be more
difficult for the few, and easier fcr the many to control;
and finally, the third tendency is found in the rapidly
growing conviction that the functions of government at

present are too restricted and that they must be increased
11

E

and exiended to relieve sccial and econonic distress.

Often there comes the question of whether the three
tendencies can ever be hoped for in accomplishment when an
author like Lincoln Steffens has the following to say on
'Big Business' and its effects upon a nation:

®That .if the process of corruption was sc universal,
was not it natural, inevitavle, and in the scientific
histronic evolutional seunse, right? Was not political
corruption of the very essence of the life of a state,
the necessary accompaniment of its development?
Industry with its machinery, coming into an agricul-
tural social organizatioun, finds the Constitution, laws,
customs, and the culture of a community of farmers a
hindrance to the new breath of life; so it must make
changes in the old order to admit the new.....the new
railroads have toc tunnel the 0ld state as they do the
mountains in their way. Captains of indusiry have to
lick the southern planters, 'get' the government, ‘give’
to the schools, colleges, and churches, anq buy the
newspapers, and they do, and that mahes the changes
historians describe laue& as progress. The new power
does not want to sit on the throne--tco busy; they led
old kings, politicians--anybody, keep or take the

erown, so long as they can do what they like in business.
In England the rulers let the gentlemeu of the ruling
class govern; in the United States the professiocnal
politicians govern, bat the liberal opposition, with
their old democratic principles, are really working all
the time to subatitute good or bvetter men for the old-
type politicians. And that is happening. My prophecy,

ll. Benjamin Parke Dewitt, Progressive Movement, p. 4-5.




91

from the British peak of Zurope, is that we also shall

have & sovernment of the people ty zentlemen for the

tusi ness men."18

The "Muck-Rakers" probably started during the
eishties and wore in full tlast when Zob LaFollette waa
X > o 13

restoring representative zovernment in Wisconsin. The

=

implacable dervish of reform, bty his fierce dictatorshi
P ’ L,

Y

was foing for the people of Visconsin what Hooh, Stubts,
Murdock and the other Ksmsaa Litersls were doing for Kansas,
Next Larollette turned to the nationsl government where he

would have made the government govern &8 he had had the
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state govern Wisconsin. Roosevell sensed th
fact that LaFollette would have pverned the nation only by
the consent of the people, :he_kolitiaian.-,— misgoverened,
while Rooseveslt . governed by the csonsent of the politician
Z0Vernors.

Roosevelt 4id not seck to unite and lead the relorm
movemen ts, a3 LaFollette did, btut was willing to te followed

ty the atate and local lecaders and protatly would hseve

-

weloomed LeFollette hal he come with any hint of li._zat:.n\-;-uay.ls

"

4

he told them he wouléd,
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Roosevelt worked with the

o
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ant ne helped them tuild their political mashines and msade it

l:... Jt'a.f..(-:“, A(l;fa:iﬂ::&.hi, Lie 7\;3.
13. Ibide; p. 462,
14, Ibid., p. 516.
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pertly his Ior

"?, B, was & politician much more than he was a
T

i
reformear; in the phrasesology of the radicals, he
was & caresriat, an opportunist with no deep in-
sight into_issues, tut he was interesting, pie-
5 . 2 1 .
t¢r9b443.'1b
During Roosevelt's first term &s president, Lincoln
Steffens asccused Roosevelt of beinz zood so he woull te

available for & second term by standins on lNeKinley's
policies and said,
'All you stand ior is the square deal. YThat's
it,' he [Roosevelt) shouted, and rising to his
feet, he tanged the desk with his hands. 'Toat's
my slogan; the squerc deal. I'll throw that out
in my ?ext statement. The Square lLeal.' And he
di 4. "1
This is the story a3 told of the history of one of Roosevelt's
greatest policies. This squsre desal soon led to the slogan

of the insurzency within the Heputlican pariy with its

[ {7]

politicsl and economic ot jectives which has Leen ssié to

aim at the overthrow of the "Boss System." The two terms

0f Roosevelt saw & wide range of names used for 'fhe so-

=1 1 oA ] . ~ w <1 o - T 4= Ty Ay I - - o~ o ~
called literal progressive movements throughout the atates.

'.J
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Steffena, Autoltiography, pp. 905-3506.,
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or aome o0i the other colorful leaders.

When Taft was ohosen as the Irssident fo follow
Roosevelt, the libteral faotion expecte
in the foot-steps of his former boss. Such was not to
te the case; Archie Dutt in his Letters tells of the
widening schisa which was tecoming & atrugzle to death
and even the destrustion of the party tetwecn Taift and
the Insurgenocy bty the end of the 1210 session. These
insurgents were casting eround for & leader to contest
with Taft for the leadership of the Reputlican rfarty. In
the Senatorial chamber was LaFollette who had a long list
of reputable ascomplishments to his credit in Toth state
and natiorel afiairas and was (he main spokesmen of the
new literal cause, Claude G. Bowers says;

"Long tefore Roosevelt determined to sontest with
5 -
Taft for the nomination, Senator LaFollette, not
without definite encoumgement from the fo-wer Presi-
dent, had entersd the rese., Almost $ro? th
beginning his cendidacy had teen sapped and mined
by supporters seeiking to persusde the Rough*'Rider
to mount aein
With the support asocorded him, LaFollette was not snocess-
ful in his attempts at campaigning, DRoosevelt's éisap-

pointment at Taft's fesilure to follow out the policies of

18, William Allen White, "The Insurzency of Insur=-
gency," Ameriocan Magazine, LXXI (»eoembur, 1910} 5—po-4T1

19. Claude G. Bow erb, Beveridge snd the Frogressive
Era, p. 383, from Archie Butt's Lg;“a_a, I, 4lo~14.,

q
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20, Ibid., p. 41
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& literal nature started during Roosevelt's term tended to
tring Roosevelt into the ring.dl
Some suthors say thet the letters written to

Roosevelt ty the seven governors to zet him to run for
the presidentisl nominstion were & worded that they had
& tremendous effect upon him. Benjamin Parke Lewitt says,
"It is only partly true thet the governors wrote to
Roosevelt asking him to run recsuse they hed teen invited
to do 80."22 (Qther suthors stress the effect of Taft's
statement that the followers of Roosevelt were "emotion-
alists" and "neurotios." Then at this sane time came
the rumors that Roosevelt was losing his mind. These
all seemed only to add to the ifieroeness with which the
former Rough Rider President now went into the fight to
get the nominastion of the Reputlican Party Convention ét
Chiocago. It has teen sald that some leaders would have
had Roosevelt run on an independent ticket from the start,
But Roosevelt realized that the power to elect iay in the
politioeal party organization.

The energetic campaign ty Roosevelt and his follow-
ers had estatlished beyond a2ll doutt the overwhelming
popular demand for Roosevelt's nomination, tut the

reactionary element, tent on rule or ruin, had no thought

el
-
O
o
-

21, Linooln Steffens, Autotiography,

22, Progressive llovement, p. 79.
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of permitting it. . . . . But the reactionaries held theily
lines and grimly set about their task of seating the
Taft contestants; and in the shair, Elihu Root ruled with
& hand of iron.®® Roosevelt wes so wrought up over the
sonvention that he was there in person leading his fol-
lowers. When Roosevelt saw thet his chances of controlling
the convention had passed, he gave the csll for the
progresaive Reputlicans to leeve and Hemry J. Allen
delivered this call.

Immedistely after the delivering of the "Bolting"™
adéress, the followers of Roosevelt went into conference,
Many of Roosevelt's followers withdrew fo Roosevelt's
room. Roosevelt was tired and fluny himself on the ted,

"in the north-east corner. Perkins and Munsey
stood apart, telking in whigpers; and the others
in the room--were merely spectators. Somehow
they knew that 2reat events hung on the whis-
pered conference, snd all eyes were turned on the
two. Suddenly the whispering cecased when he
made a decisive gesture, The two men streight-
ened up, and moved together towards Roosevelt,
meeting him in the middle of the room. Each
placed & hand on one of Roosevelt's shoulders,
and one 3aid, 'Colonel, we will see you through.'
That in later years, was to impress Amos Pinchot,
one of the spectators, a&s marking the btirth of the
Irogreszive partylimi4

The next day came the forming of the Frogressive

Party with lMunsey, Perkins, Henry L. Stoédar? and

418. o

=

23, Claude G. Bowers, Beveridze and the frogressiv
Te, Lo

24. Claude G. Bowers, Beveridze snd the
Era, pp. 418-20. Pinchot's "Progrsssive Farty," M. S
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Roosevelt as the leaders.2® This group who hed to a
large extent the title of the Progressive Parfy, Wes
composed of New forkers. The lsader, Perkins, was a
ﬁorgan man who waa in the new party largely tascause he
was the only progressive in the firm of btankers., Being
8 banker and lorgan man before he wmas a progressive, he
would want capital plus interest. Some of the members
of the new party knew where the title of the party lay
and came into the party lérgely for the profits of the
enterprise. This group was made up to larze extent of the
Bastern men from New York and Fennsylvania. Another fac-
tion that came into the party were those attracted by the
reform movements advoested bty the platiorm. Naany of the
other progressiwes were Ifollowers of Hoosevelt.

The Progressive Party held their conventions in
August and many have compared the young fervor of the
convention to & relizicus meeting. The paerty made a
good opening, ran 8 3004 seoconé in the national eIL'eotions
of 1912, and seemed to have a bright future. Yet the
sound of the election had harély died eway before the
Progressive Perty leaders were tidding with the Republiean
Party for the control of an amalgzamation party.

The Western element of the Party were not setisfied

with the lesdershipy and dictatorship of Perkins, lMedl 11

25. Ibid., p. 420.
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MoCormick, Amos Pinchot, William Allen White, Hiram
Johnson, Raymond Robins, sand Joseph_ﬂ. Dixon led the fight
against hdm, <6 _Viato; Llurdock was the Chairman of the
Progressive Party and worked herd to get the party ready
for the elections of 1914. The election was to mark the
last stand for the FProgressive Party as such. In several
of the stetes some of the national leacders were candidates:
in Pennsylvanis, Gifford Finchot was making a btrilliant
fight for the Senate against Penmrose; in Illipois, Zaymond
Rotins wes in the field; in Ohio, James R, Gariield; in
California, Hiram Johnson, in fansas, Vietor Murdock and

Jenry J. allen; in Indiana, Altert Jeremiah Eevcri’ae.47

In midsummer, Roosevelt, evidently in pursuanse of
the amalgamation plan, "proposed that the Reputlicans and

Progressive's unite in the guternatorisl nomination of
2
Hinmen, & Reputlican in New York.,® ©This 'Hinman Deal!

then was to be the bridzge over whish Roosevell was to

return to the Reputlican Farty and leave his followers

stranded. Had Roosevelt then helped to form this new
party simply to accomplish the downfell of Taft, as many

people really telieved? Was he now ready to help Perkins

26+ Claude 5, Bowers, Beveridge and the Frogressive
Bra, pp. 438-41.

27, Ibid., p. 448.

28, Ibid., p. 450.
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and Munsey to sell out the Progressive Farty?
Beveridze sums up the situstion in & letter to
John C, Shaifer disouseing the Erodfessive Party;
"The movemsnt wes not & genuine one to the great

end of foundinzy & new party, &3 Lincoln, Jeffarson,
and Jackson had founded new parties, but & mere

political maneuver.

that the Erogressive movement

» Since it is now plain
never intended

<
L

to bte & sinsere_effort to

founf g 3zreat new

literal party."<?

Zeveridge slso

"asoribed the wresking to treashery and stupldity,
tracing theé tezinning tack to the 'Hinman Inecident.
'I think,* he wrote Lorimer, 'that history has not
one-z2inzle example of a perty or a movement which
was 50 00ld-Ttloodedly wrecked and so eynically

and selfishly as th%_Prsgreasive Tarty hes bteen

used and wrecized'" U

289, Cleude G« Bowers, Bevaridsze and the Progressive
Lra, ppe. 487-8.,

K VI -[Lid.. e 490,




CHAFIER VIII

CORCLUSIOIS

A oross-seation of the national progressive era
gives a view of what was teing enscted in Kansas, where the
Murdoock Rebellion was the fighting of & litersal Ilaction
within the Reputlican Party for the supremscy of that party.
The Murdook fastion at first sponsored the debtor's ples
in an optimistic trumpeting Ior the future of Kansas., At
first this fgotion protetly ran parallel with another group,
the Populists, who were also wvoicing the debtor's plee.

The merger between the 0ld Fopulists and the Democrats
brought forth many diverging groupe, some o0f whom Jjoined
the new Kansas libterals. This filtering of the old popu=-
lista into the ranks of the literal faction of the Repub=-
lican party made it possitle for the literals to win with
William E., Stanley as head of their atate ticket. Stanley
was & conservative in many respects tul he was an upright
man el made Aansas & Zood Governor. lLhe 1ibe:a}a ma de
little headway except to keep their ranks lined up and
Worx on the young generation,

Hard times were over and & new virile, radical, and
probatly fanaotical type of leadership was forging to the
head to carry on the literal fight in Kansas. This young
group naturally took some of the slogans thrown out bty
The more colorful leaders of the period such as "Bosa-

Bug ters," "Square-lealers," "Insurgents," "Progressive

99
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Reputlican," and later ths "Progressive Party." These men
were probatly led largely bty three rather colorful amd
forgeful men; Valter Hoscoe 3tubbs, Viestor Murdook and
William Allen White. At least, these seem tc stand out in
the foreground during the decade and & nalf of the active
prozressive period.

Amongz these three literal progressives was an old
tyve mechine of politician, William Roascoe Stubts. 3Stutbbs
had money, training in the ways of the olé guard, and an
apparent desire to ltecome a prominent Kansas statesman. He
8aw in this new movement a possibility to do for Xansas what
other colorful leaders like Folk, LakFollette, Johnson and
Bourne, and their followers were doing for their respective
states, Also he must have seen this movement as & momentous
one in which & rapid rise might te effested, and jumped into
the tand wagon, It is true that many of the new prinsiples
of this new faction were those oif Stubts. He was drafted
as the one to carry the trunt of the state tiaie;. He
was allied with other young men: Hurdocik, White, Allen,
Bristow, Morehouwse, Hoch, Jackson, and uadison. GStukts
was a member oi the lower house of the state zovernment
and was elevated to the position of Speaker of the House.

He has been charged with Ttoodling ané boodlers' spoils,
Stutta played the zame as an unoompromising steam roller
type of politicisn when possibtle tut often when he could

not zet all he fouzht for he took the test he could get.
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Stubbs did not stop with his fight in the legislative chambers
tut carried it to the PSOple in newspapers, pamphlets,
chautauquas, lectures at fairs and other publie meetings.
Phus Stubbs did build up & politiocsl machine and beat the 0ld
guard at their job, Some have said he did it much as
Theodore Roosevelt would have done; play the zame with the
interests with the aim oif gaining control. Stubls was also
aided by the primary in his fight for the control of the
Repubtlican party. &His machine was strong enough to carry
him to the governorship for two terms btut failed him in his
race for the United 3tates Senate in 1912, Whatever may le
thought of 3tubbs, he was & politician who did do muoch
to aid the people in getling control of their state govern-
ment. He did place his name high in the annals of atate
history as an executive who sponsored progressive measures.
It is possilble that Stubbs at times seemed to play the hand
of a boodler but he did much to place Kansas on a par with
Wisconsin as a progressive state and probably thé defeat of
3tutts in his race for the United States Zenate was a serious
blow for the rrogressive cause.

At the time Stubbs was entering Jansas politics in
1508, Victor Lurdook was entering the national arena as a
Representative of the House. MNurdock soon made & place
for himself in the House and became known as thorough
investigator and parliamentarian who was not controlled

by interests of "Big Business."™ The Kail Rate Eill soon




102
trought Murdock to the front and then came the worx on the
House Rules ané the Creax with Cannon and the "Stend-Fatters.”
Murdock hes teen heraldéed by Deacon House a8 the instigator
of “In.surc-,-ancj."‘ Murdosk ¢éid much to make Insurzenoy a mw
and resl movement within the Republican Party. He helped
to carry the movement to the stste which was in turn to
btecome the Progressive Reputlisan llovement., Lurdook
was elevated to the chairmenship of the rrogressive rarty
and did much to keep alive the party. He was also to play
& part as candidete in the Progressived lest stand in 1914
when he male & good race for the United States Semmte Tut
was defeated. Again in 1916 et the rrogressive Convention he
tried to get the Western faction of the party to stand
alone and not line up with the Reputlicans. MNurdock diad
not go over to the Reputlican Party tut continued to te the
same optimistic exponent of the peoples® rights as he took

over his responsitilities with the Wichita Zagle. Ulurdock

8till pictures the dream of & new order that mi;ﬂt have Teen
under the frogressiva rule--it feiled--and must te revived
to oure the fsults of the old order of & tetter plan devel-
oped--he says he has every faith in the American people--that
they will get out of their predicament but they postponed
that day when they dropped it at the polls in 1912,

Another Kensan that was well known in toth state

and national politics btesides Murdock and Stublts was Villiam

Allen Whitey, The editor of the Emporis sazette was not
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known for his long tenure in putliec ofiice as was Stulbts

and llurdock. He ran for offiee only once, the governorship
sgeinst the Xu Klux Xlan, when no other opponent appesred,
White was protably best known as the master penman and speegh
maker who displayed his zenius in newspaper, mezasine, took,
lecturs and political stratesy. He was an American who knew
and understood the men in putlic affairs as tut few men of

his era. And knowing these men &s he did, he was a valuatle
strategist in every campeign. Much of the literal progressive
movement in Kansss was due to the leadership of this master
politician. He was also high in the souncils of the nationgl
progreasive movement from its entrance to the fall of the
Frogressive Party in 1916 teing cempaign pubtlicity mernager for
Roosevelt in 1912.

Arthur Cepper and Henry J. Allen, oi the other
litersl progressive leafers swvive as astive representstives
in the nationel area. Csapper is & Senafor Irom ¥ansss and
Allen is a National Republiocaen Committsoman. ‘Tae otbher
leaders have feiled to come tack to the Republicsan Party
or have not ochosen to take putliec of fice or have failed fto
decure & place upon tke party ticket,

This Kansas progrcssive movement has had its start
in the days of the late eighties and csrly ninetics of the
nineteenth gentury, drawing its following from &l parties
tut mainly from within the Reputlican Farty. This movement

usational and zoecial

u

has had & great influense upon the e
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life of America.

The progressive movement sprang partly from the
populist theories of the late nineties and thereiore had a
broad tase of economic unrest. It resulted in a greater
tendency on the part of the layman to scerutinize men and
measures more closely. At times a watchiulness was apparent
which is the hope of efiesctive functioning of democracy.

The progressive movement was & trend toward democracy. The
politicians had been schooling the people to the place where
they would sometimes study ocurrent problems, covering the
social, economic, moral and political phases of life and
sometimes they demanded that their candidates and platforms
should meet & higher standard of political morality.

The progressive movement was in m&ny_ways atove mriy
lines as it drew persomalities from all parties. It took
political policies and party platforms from many of the
former statesmen and many oi the present actars. Its cause
was not & new one in American history, protatly no newer than
the Declaration of Independence. Fossitly only the method of
atteck in solving the protlems was new., It might te said to
have the same economic, social, and political bearing as the
American Revolution. That was said to be against the estat-
lished order of the mother country, sreat Sritian. The Civil
War was against the estatlisned order oi the aristocratic
Southern planters. Ilhe Progressive Revoll was against the
estatlished order of "Big Zusiness" with its vested rights

and need of privilege.




1861-3
1863-5
1865-7
1867-9
1869-71
1871-3
1873-5
1875LT
1877-9
1879-81
1881-3
1883-5
16885-7
1887-2
1889-91
1891-3
1893-5
1895=7
1897=9
1829-01
1801-3

APPERDIX
LISY OF GOVERNORS OF KAKSAS

Charles Rabipson, Lawrenoe
Thomas Carney, Leavenworth
Samuel J., Crawford, Jdarnett
Nehemigh Greeh, lanhattan

James M. darvey, Fort Riley

n n " " n

Thomas A. Ostorn, Lesavenworth
n " " L J n

George T. Anthony, Leavenworth

John P. 3t. Jo'nn, Olathe

n " " " "

aeorzge W. Gliok, Atchison

John A. Martin, Atchison

n " n "

L, U. Humphrey, Independence

" n n "w n mw

Lorenzo D. Lewelling, Fopulist, Wichite
Bdward N, Morrill, Reputlican, Hiawatha
John W. Leady, Lfopulist, Le Roy
Williem E,

" " " " L " 1 " L

105

" w

"

Stanley, Republican, Wichita, Literal Prog.
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1803-56 Willis J. Bailey, Reputliean, Beileyville, Literal Prog,
1905-7 BEdwerd W. Hooh,, Reputlisan, Marion, Boas-Buster.
1907-9 Edward W. Hoch, Reputlican, Marion, Square Desler
1809-11 Walter R. Stutts, Reputliocen, Lawrence, Progressive
1911_3 n " L n " " " n "
1913-6 George H. Hodges, Democrat
1915~7 Arthur Cepper, Repnbliocan
1917-9 . ) " -
1915-2]1 Henry J. Allen, Reputlican
1921-3 E L " e
1923-56 Jonathon li, Davis, Democrat
19285-7 DBen, 8. Paulen, Reputliecan
1527_9 " " " " " L 3
1929-31 Clyde M. Reed, Republican
1931-3 Harry H. Woodrinz, Demoorat

1933~ Alfred M. Landon, Ro}ﬁtlizan

—
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