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NEWS FROM THE
FLOCK...

Newsletter of the Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society

Oct 2017 VOLUME 2017 I55UE 10

Freeman Tilden said, “Thers s noching ugly in nabure. The seeming excepiions are smply facts of beauty we
hawe nea yet grasped ™ This seaement has become more measingiul over the st few weels after | have mien
on “Matilda” the baby Virginia opoasum ax an animal ambassador for Mature Reach. Ske came ta s 5t about
iour months from a rehafbilimoon center & Lawrence, K5 | have spent mone time than | ever expected warch-
irg her climb, walk, sl deep, w0 groom. Whit miny pecpls think of s & "B ugly, rat e cresturs with
heady "1 find to b wonderful ard facinating,

Fiiag, bet's etk shout the most thing that makes 'pedsums diferent from any ot Morth American
marsenil, They are rarsipials which meiea thisy b0 born alive, but highly underdessioped. Cistution for an
opowsum is just chrbeen days and they can have up o tenenty poung, akhough 5-8 i more typical. Onoe born,
anly the srangest comn oerme-thed babies will make deedr way o ohe mother's pouch i about 3 minuen
wisere thiry will contmauly drink milk and fissk maturing for seversl wesks, Moyl mothers have thirteen
nzans avaibble. At tree months of age chey are wearsed and left to fend for themseives. They Ineraly f2ll off of
tha mam a5 she is going about her business——there are no wary goodbyes or best withes. The survival rate =
anly abowt 10-35%. bt heckiy there are two to three litters per year. Typical [fespan i only shout o years
in the wild. Same in harve: lived to be seven, but that is quite rare.

Fow, let's campare che 1 opnswe in the mare papubr and charsmaoe arceon. Opossurs acnally
bave more weech than any other furbearer an fifty companed oo foroy in @ reccoon. ¥hile boch anemals have
MMmMM:ﬁum&mhmﬂthMthum
kas a remendows amony o remember where oo find food. Both have preoy dexberous kands, bur opossums

+ﬂm-m
werwd your e-mad address to
Cindy Ford, Bdaor,

actuady have an oppaiabla ‘thumb: on each of teeir back feet
A raccoon has a tad, but an ‘ opasium’s tal i considered pre-
heenaile, meandng they can wse it for grasping. By the way, opos-
s do not deep whils ' hamging by thew ik W really
used to help them grasg L] mamnsen takince or Grry bedding
bl st bR reeooon, iy are excelbent dimbers and
svimimeeri

There s quice 2 b of fun- ny folkdore abous the opossum,
For quite 3 whils, sany peo- bt thoughn chay bred ehrough the
naose. and then acnmaily sneered ther young into their
pouch. One facr thar is sbeo- lumely mrue, though, is tha they
wil grov TRO00 rnes. their birth wesght sre. For comparson,

huenans only grow owency omes their birch weight. And, che term “playing possum™ comes from che facr char
MMWWHMMI.HMIMMHM o #vEn hesurs,
nﬂ-ﬂlﬂﬂ Hﬂﬂhmnﬂuuﬁ'mﬁnmm:h:iﬂmmunu}mm
bam TV soceues i the LS. dedicaied m the Virgina Opossum. And. there are at least three cites aoross
chi LIS chag hawe or kave bad “Posssen Fesivali™ camplite with 5k races, parsdes, and pageants (for people,
not the apostami). Matie American cukures bad opossem stores and carved cpotiuen inbgn inta thiss
pipes and wager carviers. People do ear ‘possum, ased some say chey mame ke porie F'm precty sure Ul ke
pet food and garbage) out for them to ind In locking for a cozy place 10 slesp they may accidencally wander
ared por stuck under your house o in pour gerage. Thankfully chey are refatively easy to remove. Clpassurms
dos't dig in pour garden lice your negghbor's dog might, and in fact will help your garden by clesning up thags
and ather unwanted pests. Peaple often chink of them a5 dety and full of dseases. Howewer, they are more
resis@Ene oo rabies cham any ozher mammal in Morth America. {Continused on Page 3)



Board Meeting Highlights
Megan Corrigan, Secretary

Sperry Galligar Asudubon Board Mesting. Hedkert 'Wells,
28 September, 2007, 6:00 pm

Aptending: Maviz Benner, ¥Wayne Bockefman, Christine
Brodsky, Carcline & Charles Chips Megan Cerrigan, Cin-
dy & Steve Ford, Delia Lister, Bob & Liz Mangile, Diane
MoCalim, Emmigcr & Ruh Sullivan

Minutes: Resd, one amendment — The §1 50 for web
hoiting Is per 2 years. Approwved,

Treasurer's Report (Liz): Checking account balance-
S7440.90; We recerved a § 1000 memorial donation in
memary of Walt DelGruson. Seeling suppestions for how
it best honor his memary,

Programs: October 26 — Renewable Energy: a wlk on
solar poreer by Colie Morrison;

ip‘r.l:f Program: Stu'lﬂ-.'q' Oetober | = Sara Diplorman,
wha is biking dhe route of the monarch bumerfly migra-
gicn will speak ar 2 pm in Yates suditorium. Motion
passed: To pay for hnch for Sara cn Sunday,
Refreshrments: Lz and Megan, Mesd to pass around
sign-up sheet, clariy if there is 3 preference for decaf v,
caffeinared cofiee.

Membership: Dues are dee. §1 5household,

Text Message Reminders: will ba sent o thowe who
sign up.

Publicity: Connection with Morning Sun is intact. Sug-
gescion that wa hang fyers st the mall, YMCA, Homer
Caole Center, and In the Garden. Wayne mer with KRES
ro talk abour sponscring Bird hoe and lewrned thar the
cost of sponsorship Is $36-38 per mention, Wayne will
alk to them about opgions.

Mewsletter: Thank you to Cindy, and to Diglia for the
myspery bird photo, a hoatzin,

Oither lbem of Concern: Caralyn Chips reported that
Bisdubon sponsard |3 sancouaries in the Houston Galves-
con grea chat were severcly damaged by hurricane Har-
vay, and ssked if Sperry Galligar would be willing to make
a donation to help with dthe restoration. Motion
passed: To donate $200 to the Houston Galveston

Audubon towards recovery,

Unlike: many birds, thiry have o good sense of smell
which lots them hone in on carrion beginning o roc. Their
beaks are long and sharp so thery can tear o ety morsets of
flesh from cha innards of circassss, and they are bald 5o the
flesh dewsn't stick toa much to their heads. Their stomach juic-
4 kill bacteria that would make other animals sick.

Vulture feet are made for walking, not armacking, They
don’t have sharp mlons Mo hawlks because they don't need o
kill chir peroy. Thiry use their feet for ancther purpose oo,
cilled urohidroses. This means when ic's hoo they defecate on

itheir cwn to et the benallt of evaparative
Tmylﬂtuhqaﬂﬂwn‘m-i bait
even with those wings, ity not sy for them oo take off. B we

lﬂrﬂ:ﬁlmmﬂdﬂhhm:u|m
we'd better waech our. They soemetimes eat so much that they
can'e readily take of. They fill their crop with meat to digest
later. If they feel threatened, one of their principle deferses i
projectle womatng, This discowrapes prety much anmpone from
ﬁﬂdﬁ:hﬁ their load so twy can ke off,
vultures blick heads) are a bit smaler than turkey
vultures, but often follow turkey vultures around because black
wulowres don't have an acute sense of smell. Whensver we ses 2
group of turkosy vultures, it's worth looking for black vltures
voz. Whan che birds are fying, the black vulture’s feet reach
almost to the end of ik til, while the ey witure's @il ex-
rends well beyond i fest 16 simast e Tor by vabiures o
teave Karsas and bead far thlr southern risgi, bt f s mis them in
thy winter we only fesd 1o travel a5 far as southern Arkansas o see

them year round Megan Corrigan

Crigne MeCallem
photopraphed dhis
baichkepe butterfly in
her garden.

E ]

Thawks to Megaw Corrigan and
Liz Mangile for the refreshments,

Financial Statement
Liz Mangile, Treasurer
Oct 2017

Bepnning balamcr ———- STHT 55

Credits
P . $320.00
1’#__ .................
Debsits

Mievesbirbir - es e 685
Husean Audubos Hurricane relisf——-— S 00000
T‘I.lhl_ ........ P —

——3 FRl.00

Ending balance.-——
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Sightings......

Probably che mose recogrizable butmerfty
found in the LIS is the Monarch bt the miose
spectacular buttery fouwnd in our area is the
Eastorn Tiger Swallowtadl, Popilo glovcus, hs large
sizw (3-5 inches) with striking yellow and black
colors make it the most readily identified swal-
lorevrail of che six = found in ouF area, |
Upon seesng a lnrsﬁ;.r emerged Tiger Swallowrail
it is 3 rare human that would ot comment on i Pic of the Month
beauty. Four black “uger stripes® on each fore By

wing give ri its L Emmett Sulivan
Male easvern oger swalloswrail B SR TN

Females come in twd cofor morphs, e, yellow and black, The yellow morph differs fram
miabes by hawing a series of blise spos along the hind wing (Se= photos.)

Telorm morph female (note blue spors Blick morph femabs visiing my cones

an lewer wing) Aowers (Fich black forewings and
Variows hypotheses biyg hing wings)

have beer put forth o explain the black marph female,
| GeEnetics seems to play a role: a single gene mumation. combination of genes. pones pcquired from
hybridizaticn, mefanim, ambeent temparature during the pupal sage and'ar combinations of some
of the above. The black morph veries from rich Back m a3 ght gray-hlack overcast with the typical
giger pattern visible, Interestngly, the peroentages of black merph females increase as you goi
woich.

Theery By froem early sprang to lte fll and produce two broods 5 yEIr in our &P In cold areas
thery overwmnter in che pupa stage. They adape to various habitaes and are considered o be pener-
alizts; charefore they are not threatened. Their green eggs are likd on the leaves of rany woody
plants {trees). Adules preder necrar from 4 wide range of plarts and will visit hummingbird fesders.
The cacerpiliars appaar as bird dropping mimics and like all members of the swalloweail clan they
emit an offensive smell to repel predators from a gland clied the osmeterium (Al phosos by Bah

Mangile.} # # #

_#:uﬂumni Marsuplal ...continoed from Page 1)
i carry fleas, and @n bine f proveked [but mnmﬂﬂ.hmuﬂrmﬁhdpﬂhuhn
of nature’s clean-up crew a3 they will everythng fram o roadkil (any kind) 1o tockroaches o overrips

fruits, Thisy are resistane co srake venom, and in some parts of the Seuthesst, srakes make up o good portian Hmm

of a 'powum’s diec. Best of all, #if the loathsome tick! New who can't appreciace that?
:hnmumhwernddﬂiﬂmm:hmuqmﬂ.[mnrmwnptmtn: articles, bird

pet. Flease remember thay are illegal o keep 25 pos. If you find an orphaned or injured opossum i is bt s Sightings, and




fpplication for Membership
Sperry-Gallipar Asdubon Society

For fint-time Mational Aydubon membenhigp, send $20.00 and become
§ mernber of both orgencaions, reieie & copies of Audubon Fagazine annuslly and

B coges of Sperry-Galkgar Mewslecior. Plogre moke your chedk o Sperry-Calligor

in harpmes g ARET-TTME member o Motona Aodubon and' Sbhermy-Daallgpor

For gnly lecal or renewal membershig, send 31500 for memberihip of
Sperry-Gallgpr Audubon and recsive the 8 sewslermers per year nforming you of i

our kocal actrerties. Pleghe mabe wor chegk foc Sberne Collipar Audeban

FS | m JE LIRS il bw owed bl (505

Future Mationasl Audubon renewaly: Sed Acdunan maller farm

Hiedm iy 15 PafAnd

Fail to
Spermy-Galligar Auvdubon Sockery
Blé E. Atkinson Ave
Plrcsbarg, Mansas §6TAT

F'...;. 2

Events &
Miscellany

*

Maonarch Migration Presentation

Cin Sunday, Oceober |, 2017, we had a spacial
presentaton rom cyclise Sara Dykman. Since
March 2017, sha has been foflowing the Monarch
Fnigrathon from Mesos and w8 return pe Mei-
o in sometime arcund Movember, She has rae-
edad cver THO) miles of her 10,000 journey so
far, and has spoken to about 4500 kids and
adults with more o come, As an cutraach edu-

Mazte Prine cator mysal, | was completely impressed by her
message and by the amount of work on all levels
Mami ir took to undergs 3 journey such as this. | will
continue to follow her on whitever her et
adventurg might be, and if you missed her
Pkl presentation | highly encourage Fou to check our
her wehsive: woerw boyondabook org. | hope all of
ity - - s will join ber in the movemant 1o presere,
Phone o - e ) profect, and improve habstag bor all pollinaors?
Cielin Lisger
p-iniaal address -
Scroll down to Extra BONUS PAGE. |
Sperry-Galigar Audubeon Society

et TTEF
Bid Atkimson Ave,

| Pittsbiarg, K5 &aTal
Meetings are held the last Tharsday of the

meonth. Mo mectings in june July, or Ausgust.

@

‘l‘l"'"'r"rrfo

Mow/ Dec mesting date (o be lrlrln-lmu-d.i
@M pre o 9 pm, e Room 102, Yates Hall,

FEU Campus, Pitisburg, K5,
Refrethments served. Guesis welcome.

Wisit ouwr website:

Attention All

Mﬂ'l'l‘l-hﬂ-‘l"l:'

Pay membership dues in September, Please consider paying local meembership
dues. Our chapter receives wo of the local dues only. HOWEVER, you can sub-
scribe to both. Either way you get the newsletier,



NEW SPERRY-GALLIGAR T-SHIRTS

AVAILABLE at $10

Check them out at the Oclober
Meeting.

Climbing Mount Audubon

Megan’'s sigger chose a
good time and place oo pet
marned—Baoulder, Colora-
da, in August when Eansas
weathar can b ml\ng, [ [
gan and | used the sppor-

Tral ws M Awdubon
|ra rarter the apuiig

e hike ard maybe cienb a
mownain. ¥We looked ac a
i, saw the name “Mount

| Auduban™ and knew that would be our geal.

Wi'e set up cur et in the campground at Indian Peaks ‘Wil
derness Area. There were more camper trailfers and Winneka-
gos than tents, but che serming was basutiful,

The plan was to spend the firsc day nh:mg day hikes in the
arpa and lewting euwr bodes per acclimated o the ahitude. Bux
Megan can be wery goal orented, She likes o chedk dhings of
her list. She didn't want the meuntain climb hanging over cur

| head, 5o to spesk. Besides, the weather the net day maght be
SN el B,
S0, we headed out early the first moming with cur day
packs filled with rain gear. warm dothes. food, and water—rain
|F-ar&n|:-:|-|:| h, we also had I.I:I:|'I.1:||EI:|'|'I:IEIII1I:|11'LT!¢I"5J1-Q:I'|'I||'\-
dury, aversized mrash bags to crwwl into i worse cime o
| warss. Luckily, worse was never beyand bad.

cered fram it as we hiked through the pine forest on tha
gwitchbacks. Switchbacks are nice. Mever once did | wish that

tha orail were steeper 2o | could climb uphi¥l faster.

Even out of the trees above the tmberline the wind did not
canfrant us full force. We were sheltered by a ridge that was
way up there and seemed o go on for & very long disance,
This s whers we could e the summet of Mount Audubon—
occasionally dear, sometmas with dark Clouds pounng over 1L
| sometimes. keat in the mist not ke from i,

It was when we stepped onns che ridge chac this wind hie uw.
[ Vide leaned inge it a5 we hiked. Sometimes a step had oo be
| ehenged mid-foodall 35 a pust pushed & an unplanned direction,

It is irgnic that the closer one gets oo a peak, the less Boely
it is to b sean. Those rocks right up there seem wo be che
highest ones until one pecs to those rocks nght up there. The
last hour of the climb often nvalved a hand or two in addition
o twa feet At least it ofren felt good oo just lean onto a rock
chat we were fioe vo face with anpeay. The puidebook sasd thar
chie last chousand feet of the cimb wid “very strenuows.” Who

are wo 1o disagros with the experts,

-—

tunicy to po a few days sarly,

[ bt was the wind thar was remarkable. Happily, we were shel-

The summit of
Mot Audubon
was clear when we
gt there, We could
see across the valley |2
whare wa had sart-
ed that morming,
Rochs had hiasn
piled inte a wall ta
makoe a windbreak.
We sat sheltered, |
eating and drinking a
bit, ard pulling on more dothing. ¥We did not stay long enough
o cool down, but kong enowgh for douds o pour over the
pieak and close off our veew, I

Happily, the rmin chat hit 15 on the way down was noe wet
but frozen. It mostly bounced off our clothing. | resisted putung |
on ram-gear that would leave us Rapping like a flag i the wind
It wasn'e il we ol to the forest that the real min sareed,
bux by that ome it was falling from top 1o boriom, met side.

Megan de-
cided it was
Lome sore of |
pramd design
flaw thar che
way back was
just as long as
the way there.
Ajfrer all, she
was a las mare
wred on the
wary back and
desarved 2
break. | wia just glad thac the way back was downhill. Thar's
generally the case i dhe spor of mountain cimbing, Civing,

now that's & spost with an inherent design Naw.
The wildlcrwers were hasuiful. ¥We first heard, thesn s3w

pleas, Marmots scolded us, as did Seelfer's fays. The following
day we saw five moose on a bike Wa added dhe Gray Jay and
Lesser Goldlinch mo our birding st We were surprised 1o see
so many WWhite-crosned Sparrews at high aldgude. Even on the
gummit of Audubon there were lithe broren birds flying quickdy
up and dowrn, oying v not be carried away by the wind, We
did ne warse at identifying Colorade Rede brown birds than we |

do in Kanzas,
In the end wa ware successhid in escaping the stfling heat of

Aigguist in Kansis, with 2 vengeancs

‘Wayne Bockelman J
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