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Section1. A franchise for fifty years is hereby
granted to the Girard Coal Belt Electric Railway
Company, its successorsand assigns,hereinafter
designatedas grantee, to establishconstruct,
maintain extend and operatean electric railway and
car systemfor carrying passengers,expressand
freight, by either single or double track, with the
necessarybuildings for furnishing power and
depotswithin the City of Girard, Crawford County,
Kansas......

Section6. The said granteeshall have'thesaid road
completedand in operationwithin the limits of this
city within eighteenmonths from the passageof this
ordinance; provided however, the said granteemay be
granteda reasonableextensionof time in the event
of suits, strikes or other caggesbeyond the reason­
able control of said grantee.,

By the end of July, 1907, the road was well under way,
89and all neededmaterial had been purchased. Power for

the line was to be furnished by the G.C.E.R.R. plant which

was built beside the Girard municipal power plant. The

company purchasedsteamfrom the latter to run its 150-kilo­

watt, 500-volt unit. This was a well engineeredand efficient

plant.90

When the line was finished a main track ran from Girard
.

to Ringo and then east to Edson, Franklin, Arma and

Croweburg; a spur line ran from Ringo to Dunkirk•.91 These

lines were operatedby the Girard companyuntil January15,

1909,whenit was purchasedby the Heim lines for $150,000

88Ibid •

89Headlight, July 30, 1907.

90Interview with T. F. Cole, May 6, 1948.

91Clarahan,212.•. cit., 57.
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and added to the Joplin-Pittsburg road. 92

About eight months after the completion of the Columbus

line Scammon passed June 25, 1907, an ordinance amending

the franchise granted'June 5, 1906.93 The part of the

franchise amended was Section 9.94 The most important

changes are as follows: '

The said grantee herein hereby agrees that it will
build, construct, and operate by January first, 1908,
a line of electric railway from Scammon westward for
the distance of at least five miles from said City of
Scammon, Kansas; ••• and in full operation, cars run­
ning thereon on regular and fixed schedule, by the
first day of January, 1908; That the work of con­
struction on said last-mentioned line of electric
railway to be built, constructed and operated by
grantee be commenced by grantee not later than the
fifteenth day of July, 1907, in good faith and with
proper and reasonab195force of men, teams and con­
structing force ••.••

On July 12, 1907, about one month after the Scammon

change, news of a Fitch-Heim merger reached the public.

Many stories had circulated concerning the merger, but until

the confirmation little had been known. It had been rumored

that J. W. Ground, of Carthage, had negotiated t~e merger

for a $100,000 fee, but T. K. Irwin, an associate of Fitch,

pUblicly stated that the rumor was not true. 96 Mr. Irwin,

92Headlight, May 19, 1926.

93scammon Ordinance, No. 40, Fenimore, Collection.

94Footnote 73.

95Scammon Ordinance, No. 40, Fenimore, Collection.

96Headlight, July 12, 1907 (Carthage dateline).
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however. did reveal that the merger of the two interests had

cost the newly orga ized Joplin-Pittsburg ailway Company

2.000.000 and that the new road would be capitalized at

5.000,000. Of this 5.000.000. Fitch and his associates

were to hold '2,000,000, and J. J. Heim and his associates

were to hold the rest.97

The Joplin & Pittsburg Railway Company was organized by

Joseph J. Heim and John Prescott, of Kansas City; H. W.

Noble. a banker of Detroit; D. L. Robinson, a bond broker

of Buffalo; and associated investors from southern Missouri.98

The company headquarters were established in the office

of J. A. Prescott in the First National Bank building in

Kansas City. The officers were J. J. Heim. president; W. w.
Calhoun, a lumberman of Carthage, vice president; and J.A.

Prescott, secretary and treasurer. An executive committee

composed of Hei , Prescott, and J. W. Ground were also

appointed. 99

It was announced after the merger that the company,

intended to commence work immediately on approximately fifty

miles of line in connection with the newly acquired system.

This extension was to be from Scammon to Mineral and on to

Parsons.. It was also planned to build north from Pittsburg

97Ibid.

98l.:b..iJ1 •. , July 12, 1907 (Kansas City dateline).

99Ibid •


