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and added to the Joplin-Pittsburg road.92

About eight months after the completion of the Columbus
line Scammon passed June 25, 1907, an ordinance amending
the franchise granted June 5, 1906.93 The part of the
franchise amended was Section 9.94 The most important
changes are as follows:

The said grantee herein hereby agrees that it will
build, construct, and operate by January first, 1908,
a line of electric railway from Scammon westward for
the distance of at least five miles from said City of
Scammon, Kansas;...and in full operation, cars run-
ning thereon on regular and fixed schedule, by the
first day of January, 1208; That the work of con-
struction on said last-mentioned line of electric
railway to be built, constructed and operated by
grantee be commenced by grantee not later than the
fifteenth day of July, 1907, in good faith and with
proper and reasonablgsforce of men, teams and con-
structing force.....

On July 12, 1907, about one month after the Scammon
change, news of a Fitch-Heim merger reached the publiec.
Many stories had circulated concerning the merger, but until
the confirmation little had been known. It had been rumored
that J. W. Ground, of Carthage, had negotiated the merger
for a $100,000 fee, but T. K. Irwin, an associate of Fitch,

96

publicly stated that the rumor was not true., Mr. Irwin,

9%Headlight, May 19, 1926.

'9§§cammon Ordinance, No. 40, Fenimore, Collection.

%45 00tnote 73.

95§cammon Ordinance, No. 40, Fenimore, Collection.

96geadlight, July 12, 1907 (Carthage dateline).
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however, did reveal that the merger of the two interests had
cost the newly organized Joplin-Pittsburg Railway Company
$2,000,000 and that the new road would be capitalized at
$5,000,000. Of this $5,000,000, Fitch and his associates
were to hold $£,000,000, and J. J. Heim and his associates
were to hold the rest.97
The Joplin & Pittsburg Railway Company was organized Dby
Joseph J. Heim and John Prescott, of Kansas City; H. W.
Noble, a banker of Detroit; D. L. Robinson, a bond broker
of Buffalo; and associated investors from southern ¥issouri,2®
The company headquarters were established in the office
of J. A. Prescott in the First National Bank building in
Kansas City. The officers were J. J. Heim, president; W. W.
Calhoun, a lumberman of Carthage, vice president; and J.A.
Prescott, secretary and treasurer. An executive committee
composed of Heim, Prescott, and J. W. Ground were also
appointed.99
It was announced after the merger that the compaiy
intended to commence work immediately on approximately fifty
miles of line in connection with the newly acquired system.

This extension was to be from Scammon to Mineral and on to

Parsons, It was also planned to build north from Pittsburg

971vid.

9§Ihid,, July 12, 1907 (Kansas City dateline).

9971114,




