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CHAFTER I
INTRODUCTION

‘The rroblem

America, since its discovery, has been a haven for
tne oppressed of otner lands. This continent has offered
to millions of immigrants from the old world new economic
and social opportunities, a wider freedom, and a greater
chance for personal development. In return the newcomers
nave woven tneir ideas and idesls into the fabric of a
great nation. The first immigrants gave muecn t¢ tne coun-
try. Tney were home seekers ready and willing to cooper-
ate witn tne native born to make this an enligntened
country. Tne settlers of Crawford County, Kensas have
proved tv oe nuv exception. Many interesting problems
nave arisen, however, concerning tne naturalizstion and
Americanization of tne aliens witnin the sounty .

In dealing witn tne History of naturalization in

Crawford County, it is first necessary to def'ine tne term

Naturalization. Naturalization is a legal prucess pre-

pared by tne Federal uovermment by which the United States

conters upon an alien, who is qualified,tne rignts, priv-

ileges, and duties of a citizen of tne United States.l

-

1Interview with Judge L. M. Kesler, Judge of District
Court, rittsburg, Kansas, June 7, 19354.

1l
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It 1s tne greatest gift this nation can bestow upon an
alien.? Tne term Naturalization is often confused with
tne term Americanization. These terms are not synonymous.
Americanization is tne process or teacning the alien
American customs, language, morals, and laws. By doing
this tne g lien is better fitted to take his place in the
ranks ol tne citizenry of tnls country. Many aliens
nave pecume naturalized but not Americanized. This nas
been listed as one of tne 1aults of our present set up
in caring for the aliens wno nave become citizens.® Tnis
nistory, nowever, will deal with Naturalization and the
factors connected witn tne process in Crawford County since

its organization.

No history of naturalization iu Crawfourd County would
be complete without a reference to the organic law estab-
lisning the county, tne resources wnicn led native and
alien groups to settle In the county, and a survey of tne
population and settlements in the county during tne first
decade following its organization.

urganization of Crawford County (L867)

The origin of Crawfourd County may be traced to lMcGee
County whien formerly embraced tne present area of Cherokee,
Crawford, and a part of Bourbon Counties. In 1860 the name

McGee was cnanged to Cherokee in honor of tne Cherokee

21dem.
SHenry Pratt Faircnild, Immigration, r. 252
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Indians to whom the land formerly belonged.! By an act of
the state legislature February 13, 1867, Cherokee County
was divided. BourbonACounty received a strip of land six
miles wide off tne north boundary and the other parts
were named Cherokee and Crawford. The latter name was in
honor of Col. Samuel J. Crawford, then governor of Kansas.
As defined by thls act of tne legislature the county is
twenty-three miles from nortn to south and nearly twenty-
six miles from east to west, containing 592 square miles
or 578,880 acres.® Governor Crawford appointed a specilsal
county commission of three men to lay the county out
into townships and commissioners' districts which they did
on March 16, 1867.% They also provided for an election
to be held on tne 65th day of November to fill the estab-
lisned orfices.” There were a few German settlers at this
time in Lincoln township who voted in thnis election.B

Resources l& Crawford County

Crawford County has an abundance of natural resources

such as fertile land, timber, coal, oil and gas, clay tor

4A. T. Andreas, History of Kansas, (1883), p. 1118
sIdem.

6a. . Andreas, op. c¢it., p. 1120
T1dem.

8interview with Philip Kreiger of Arcadia, Kansas,
June 16, 1934. Mr. Kreiger is the son of tne first German
to settle in Crawford County. His father settled in Lincoln
township in 1857.
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manufacture of brick and tile, and hydraulic cement.
Since settlers are always in need of building materials,
the first settlements were made in the bottom lands where
tne timber was to be found. These timber lands averagei
about one half mile in width and about ten per cent of tne
county, in 1880, was covered with torests.? Tne principal
varieties were cotton wood, hackberry, hickory, black oak,
burr oak, post oak, red oak, poplar, and walnut.lO

The soil varies in deptn from one to 1rive feet. It
is exceedingly fertile in the bottom lands and well adapted
to tne growth of cereals. The subsoil varies in depth
from ten to twenty feet. Beneatn tnis lie various kinds
of stone, clay, slate and coal.ll

Cheap farm lands first attracted settlers tov the
county and many alien farmers purcnased farms here but the
greatest influx of aliens was due to the discovery of coal
and thne opening of tne coal rields in tnis county.l? C(Coal
underlies tne entire county, but the vein is tﬁickeat in
the southeastern corner of the county in paker tuwnship.ls

Here tne vein is four feet in tnickness, lying at from

9A. T. Andreas, op. c¢it., p. 1120

101dem.

111d°n.

12¢ounty Clerks' Statistical Kecords 1880-1890

13g5ee Appendix a
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tnirty to 1ifty feet below the surface of the eartn. Tihis
same vein in Washington townsnhnip about twelve miles north
of Baker township, 1163 at about 200 feet beneath the s ur-
face. There are two and three different strata of coal underly-
ing all tne eastern one-tnird of Crawford County with a thick-
ness of from two to rive feet. The surface vein is about
twenty-two 1incnes tnick, the lower vein from tairty to sixty
feet deeper and averaging about three feet tnick. It is
thought tnat the lower vein underlies the entire county.l4
The surface vein has led to the establishment of tne steam
and electric shovel industry wnile tne deep vein has led
to tne deep mining industry. The deep mining industry was
tne most important factor in causing migration of aliens

to this county.15
Population and Early Settlements

The first white settlers in Crawford County were
primarily agriculturists. They migrated to Kansas from the
states of Illinois, uvhlio, Indiana, Kentucky, Iéwa, Missouri,
Massachusetts, rennsylvania, and New York.l® A few Germans
came here direct from Germany.l7 The census of Crawford,

taken at the time it was organized in 1867, was approxi-

l‘A. T. Andreas, 220 cito' Pe 1118

151 dem.

16nome Autnors, History of Crawford County, (19058),
p. 176

17Ph111p Kreiger, an interview
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mately 2000 inhabitants .18

The earliest settlers of whom there are any records
were Jonn Hatnaway, who settled in Lincoln township near
the present town of Arcadia in 1844, and John Leman in
usage township in 1848. These two men were blacksmiths
and settled at points on tne military road running between
Ft. Scott, Kansas and Ft. Gibson, in uvklanoma.l® By the
close of the year 1865 many settlers had established
claims in wnat is now Crawford county.2° Following the
establishment of Crawford County in 1867 many settlements
sprang up at points advantageous to the settlers. The
building of the Kansas City, Ft. Scott and Gulf Rallway
was one of the factors contributing to the early settle-
ment and rapid growth in population of the csou.m:;r.21

Girard was founded in 1868 by Dr. C. H. Strong and
otner men neading a town company. 1t was in this year
that the county seat was changed from Crawfordsville to
Girard.22

Pittsburg and Cherokee were founded by the officials
of the Kansas City, Ft. Scott and Gulf Railway as terminal

185, 7. andreas, op. cit., p. 1119
190me Autnors, op. cit., p. 20
201d’m-

2l1pid., p. 34
225. 7. Andreas, op. cit., p. 1120
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points on the road.?® These towns made rapid gains in
population, due to their locations and t ne mining industry.24

For otner towns and settlements of the period see the

TABLE OF SETTLEMENTS on page eight.
The population of Crawford County increased rapildly.

According to tne lFederal census taken in 1870 there were
8,160 inhabitents, In 1880 the population was 16,851 whites
and 102 colored. The population doubled in tne decade from
1880 to 1890, the population in that year being 30,088.25
This increase came about as a result of the opening of the
deep mining industry. The copening of this industry in turn
led many aliens to settle here. With a great many aliens
within the borders of tne county, naturalization of tne
alien became an important problem to the people of Crawford

Gountyo

2310me Authors, op. cit., p. 34
24g5ee Appendix B
251dem.



Table I

Early Settlements in Crawford County<6

Name

vld Arcadia
Arcadia
Brazilton
Beulan

Cato
Crawfordville
Cherokee
Farlington
Girard
Hepler

Iowa City
Monmoutn
Mulberry
Midway
McCune
uvpolis
pittsburg

_Founder _____ Toynship Date
J. natnaway Lincoln 1844
L. Jewell Lincoln 1871
Jeo Brazil walnut 1871
Methodists Sheridan 1872
Pe M. Smith Lincoln 1866
No data Crawford 1866
ECFS & G, RR She ridan 1870
KCKS & G, RR She rman 1869
C. He Strong Crawford 1868
B. F. Hepler Walnut 1871
P« Hobson Baker 18656
L. Manlove Sheridan 1867
N. W. Taylor Washington 1867
Miners Baker 1871
I. McCune usage 1879
E. B. Hoyt Baker 1868
E. H. Browvn, Engineer 1876

for KCFS & G RR

Baker

26girard Press, November 20, 1919




CHAPTER II
MINING AND IMMIGRATION

upening of Crawford County Coal Fields

The opening ol tne deep mines in Crawford County may
be traced to the year 1877.1 There were several factors
that contriputed to tne development of the deep coal
mines. The most important of these were tne lead and zinc
mines in and around Joplin, Missouri, the railroads, and
tne demand for cneap fuel by nearoy settlements. Men from
Juplin started tne coal mining industry in Crawford County.
The mining boom had started in and around Joplin with the
discovery of lead and zinc and thousands of prospectors
and miners had flocked to the Joplin district.® With the
production of lead and zinc tnere came & demand for fuel.
The operators of the zinc and lead mines who nad heard
of coal in Crawfuord County sent prospectors into tne
county to investigate. Col. E. H. Brown, in cnarge of
constructing tne Kensas City, Ft. Scott and Gulf Railway,
offered to cooperate witn the operators, and a branch
of the road was pbuilt from Girard to Pittsburg. The
operators turnished tne capital for building tne rail-

road and proceeded to buy hundreds of acres of coal land

liome Autnors, History of Crawford County, p. 101
2Ibid, pp. 102-103

S1dem.
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in and around Pittsburg.?

The first mining camps in Crawford County were located
at Midway and Litcnrield. The first mines operated were
slopes or drifts. By 1877 one hundred misers were working
in these mines. In tne decade from 1877 to 1887 tnere
were mines opened at Cnerokee, Pittsburg, Frontenac, Yals,
and Fleming, employing approximately 3,000 miners.®

There was a rapid increase in tne population in
Crawford County beginning witn the development of the coal
mines, This increase was marked beginning with the year
1890. The population gained approximately 10,000 inhabi-
tants per decade until tne peak was reacned in 1927. In
that year tne population was 62,884.6 This increase was
due in pprt to tne influx of alien miners and their
families into tne countﬁ. Many new settlements were made.
Many of these settleméhfs were never incorporated as
towns." They were built up as new mines were opened and
disappeared wnolly or in part as tne mines wer& worked out
or abandoned.

There were approximately twenty-five important mining

camps estapblished in Crawford County from 1877 to 1920.8

41dem.

Scounty Clerk's Statistical Record, 1887

see Apprendix B

7399 Table LI, p. 11

81dem.
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Table II

Unincorporated Mining Towns in Crawford County,

snowing thne -
nignest Mark

aar in Whicn tne Population reacned its

—_—
—

Name Township Year ropulation
Camp 50 Wasnington 1920 200
Camp 51 Wasnington 1920 150
Croweburg Washington 1920 700
Capaldo Wasnington 1915 416
Chicopee Baker 1901 1064
Cockerill Washington 1910 150
Coalvale Lincoln 1907 125
Chapman Lincoln 1917 203
Curranville Washington 1907 1131
Dunkirk Washington no data no data
Edson Washington no data no data
Foxtown Washington 1920 125
Fuller Wasnington 19056 291
Fleming Sneridan 1900 233
Franklin Wasnington 1917 1800
Gross Lincoln 1920 300
Jacksonville washington no data no data
Litenrield Baker 1892 1098
Midway Baker 1892 497
McCormack washington no data no data
Nelson Washington 1904 358
Ringo Washington no data no data
Radley Washington 1917 2096
Sheridan 12 Lincoln 19820 138
Sneridan 14 Lincoln no data no data
Scotts=Chambers Lincoln no data no data
Yale Washington 1906 1219

9Gom.piled from statistics obtained from County
Clerk's Statistical Hecords, 1887 - 1934
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The population of tnese ranged from 125 to 2,000 innabi-
tants. ‘ inasmucn as these towns were never incorporated
there was a laxity of law entorcement.l® Tne mining
companies to whom the camp houses usually belonged did not
desire to have the camps incorporated for it would increase

11 Another reason

the taxes on the company's property.

why these camps did not become incorporated towns was the

lack of interest on tne part of the camp residents. The

alien miners and otners who resided tnere were not con-

cerned a great deal with city govermment and its advantages.12
The deep mining industry grew rapidly, so rapidly in

fact that there was soon a scarcity of miners. The native

residents did not care to labor in tne mines. ‘“Tnis made

it necessary to encourage immigrents to settle here. 1In

order to keep the mine supplied witn miners the mine

foreman was constently on the look-out for some miner who

had friends in the old country desiring to come to America,

ne would tell tne miner to send for his rriendh and that

10gnforcement of law was in cnarge of townsnip or
county orficers. no local peace officers in tne camp.
2 4

1l4n imterview withn Thomas Wallbank, employee of
Je Re Crowe Coal and Mining Company, Croweburg, Kansas
June 27, 1954.

lzIdOllo
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there would be a job for them at the mine upon their
arrivel.19 Thus we see the early miners were recruited

primarily from tne allen groups.

Attitude of tne Early Immigrant

toward Naturalization Due to State Laws

Tne early immigrant was more interested in securing a
livelinood, a home t'ree from oppression, and additional
opportunities 1or himself and family than he was in becoming
a naturalized citizen. Tne United States encouraged immi-
gration in order to settle its vast fruntiers and it was not
until 1882 that tne 1irst genersl immigration law was
paased.14 Tne leniency of tne Federal and State laws caused
the early immigrant to adopt a noncnalant attitude toward
naturalization. In Kansas during the territorial days the
alien male innabitant could wte and nold office by taking
an oatn to support tne constitution of the United States.1®
After Kansas was adnitted tv the union as a State, January 29,
1864, it was then necessary 1or tne alien tu fi le a declar-
ation of intention to become a citizen of tne united States
betfore he had the privileges of an elector. Wnen this was

done ne cuuld vote, nola office, serve on a jury, and had

lsan interview witn Ricnard iuke, Arma, hansas formerly
superintendent of J. R. Crowe Coal Co. July 4, 1930.

14nenry rratt Fairenlid, Immigration, p. 107
154, 7. Andreas, History of Kansas, p. 37
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nearly all privileges and riguts accorded to « citizen.l®
Tnere was very little discrimination in those days between
tne = 11eu and tne citizen.

In Crawford County a ratner corrupt election practice
grew up in regard tov getting the alien to sign the declara-
tion of intention, tnus enabling him to vote.17 Tne clerk
of tune district court is custodian, under tne law of
naturalization forms, blanks, and records. Before an
election tne clerk would take his blank declaration of in-
tention torms with him and go out into the mining camps
and get aliens to 1ill tnem in. This would enable tne
alien to vote. He would then nand tue alien a marked
ballot and tell nim to wte accordingly. The political
party of tne clerk's attacnment would pay tne 1iling fee
of one dollar for each intention. There were hundreds of
tnese intentions riled prior tw election days from 1880

to 1906.18

16charies p. Beebe, Kansas Facts, 1929, p. 123

17sn interview witn Judge George Beezley, Girard,
Keansas, June 20, 1934.

18pn interview with T. J. Karr, Girard, Kansas June Zj
1934. Mr. Karr related an incident whicn occurred in one of
the camps some time in the '90's., The c¢lerk of the coum
nad gone to tne camps to get aliens to sign tne declaration®
of intention:. The members of tne opposite political party
nearing tnis determined to have some of tne aliens attacned
to tneir party. They found him in a saloon signing tre
declarations and tney forced him tu sign declarations for
some of the aliens tney nad brougnt in.
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This practice was pernaps not illegal but it was corrupt
and it left many bad impressions on tne alien voter. This
practice was pronioitéd by the Basic Naturalization A¢t
of 1906.19

Witn the number of immigrants increasing yearly and
the problem of naturalization and Americanization becoming
more and more difficult, we find the Federal and State
governments enacting laws restricting the privileges of
tne alien and thus encouraging many to become fully natural-

ized citizens of the United States.

19 aturalization Regulations United states Depart-
ment of Labor, Jamary 1, » Pe 4



CHAFTER I1I

HISTURY UF Thk NATURALIZATiun PRUCESS

Laws Governing naturalization

From the earliest years of her national life tne
United States has encouraged immigrsnts to come to settle
tne vast western sections of tnis country. In recent
years, however, tne rederal Government nas founa it
necessary to restrict immigration and at the same time to
pass more rigid laws concerning the naturalization of the
alien. The rirst official records of immigration to this
country were made in 1820, but it was not until 1856 tnat
any dil stinction was drawn between persons intending to
return and those coming nere to settle.l Immigration in
the early days of our country wasgomparatively small,
being but 8,385 in 1820 and only 22,633 in 1831.%2

After 1842 immigration increased and the number of
immigrants coming tc our shores each year exceeded 100,000.
The nationalities that predominated were Germaﬁs, Irish,
Englisn, and scandinavian. ‘hese came over in great
numbers during tne middle of the nineteentn century.3
1t was not until the year 1882, wnhen over 700,000 immi-
grents arrived, tnat the united States became consclous

ol the need of regulatury laws. It was in 1882 tnat the

lhenry Pratt Faircnild, Immigration, p. €2

2]den.
3ibid., pp. 72-73

16
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first general immigration law was passed. Tnis law aimed
to exclude the wourst elements - counvicts, lunatics, idiots,
and persons likely to becume public charges. There was a
law passed tne same year excluding Chinese laborers from
the United states. The law of 1882 marked tne end of our
traditional policy tnat “Americea was tne naven of the
opprressed regardless of ritness.“%

For many years immigration and naturalization were
directed by the Bureau ol Immigration and Naturalization
wnich was a division of tne Department of Commerce and
Labor and later of thne Department of Labor. In 1913, with
the creation of the Department of Labor, the Bureau of
naturalization was created and given charge of the adminis-
tration ur the naturalization laws and regulations.5
Until the year 1906¢ tnere was no basic law for naturali-
zation. The rules and regulations were simple and easy.
Tnis was in keeping with tne rederal Government'!s policy
on immigration.6

The Constitution of the united States gave Congress
the power ‘“to estapiish a uniform rule of naturaliza-

tion=======- "« This power was granted in Article 1, Sectiocn 8.

-

4henry rratt Fairchild, op. cit., p. 106

Synited States Department of Labor, naturalization
regulations, January 1, 1932, p. 3

_sggtemat;ugal Encyclopedia, X1I, 872
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The Fourteentn Amendment to the Constitution, Section I
designates as cltizens “All persons born or naturaliized
in tne united States----=---*,7 In 1790 tne rirst law
guvverning naturalization provided tnat the alien must
reside in the United states two years befure final natural-
ization papers could be granted. In 1795 tne period of
residence was extended tu five years. In 1798 tne
residence period was raised tw fourteen years. This oc-
curred during tne administration of Jonn aAdams and was one
o a group of very unpopular laws that did mucn toward
causing tne d ownfall of tne Federalist party.8 In 1802
tne term of residence was fixed at five years at whicn it
nas remained since.®

Tne general rules for tne admission of an alien to
citizensnip prior tov 1906 were as follows:10 First, the
alien must rile in some autnorized court his declaration
of intention.ll 1In order to file a declaration of Inten-
tion tne alien must declare on oatn before the court that
it is his intention to become a citizen of the United
States, and tne alien must renounce rovrever all allegiance

and fidelity to the prince of any foreign State and

TPrank J. Goodnow, rrinciples of Constitutional
Government, p. 320 and p.

8International kncyclopedia, XII 872

gldemo

loueorge We Conklin, Manual and World Atlas, 1888, p. 302
1lsee Appendix C
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particularly to tne one in whien he may be at the time a
citizen of subject. Secund, he must at the time of his
application to be admitted declare on oath before an open

court that he will support the Constitution of the

United States, and tnat he absolutely and entirely renounces
and abjures all allegiance and fidelity to every foreign
prince, potentate, State or sovereignty and particularly,

by name, to tne prince potentate, State or sovereignty

of whicn he was before a citizen or subject.l2 These

proceedings must be recorded by the clerk of the ouurt.15

Third,

If it shall appear to the satisfaction of
tne court tc wnien tne alien has applied, from
the sworn testimony of two witnesses for the
alien that he has resided continuously within
the United States for at least five years, and
witnin the State or Territory where sucn court
is at the time held one year at least; and that
during that time “he has behaved as a man of
good moral character, attacned to the
principles of the Constitution of the United
States, and well disposed toc tne good order
and happiness of the same“, ne will be ad-
mitted to citizenship.l4

Befcre being admitted to citizenship tne candidate was
given the oatn of alleglance before tne open court.1® 1f

the applicant nad borne any title of nobility he was forced

laueorge W. Conklin, op. cit., p. 302
131dem.

14;222_

153ee appendix F
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to rencunce all allegiance to tne order.1®

Any alien of
the age of twenty-one and upward who had been in the armies
ol tne United States aﬁd had been honorably di scharged
could become a citizen without any declaration of intention,
provided that he had resided in the United States at least
one year prior tc his application. He had to be of good

moral cnaracter.t’ Tnere were two soldiers admitted to

citizensnip under tnis provision in Crawford County. Both

of these men were Englisnmen and had fought in the ¢ivil
war. Tney were admltted in 1891.18 Tne law as related
to minors was:

Any alien under tne age of twenty-one
years wno nas resided in the united states
tnree years next preceding nis arriving at
that age, and who has continued tou reside
therein the time he may make application to
be admitted a citizen tnereci, may after he
arrives at tne age of twenty-one years and
after ne has resided five years witnhin thne
United states, including tne three of his
minority, be admitted a citizen; but he
must make a declaration of oath, and prove
to the satisfaction of the court that for
two years preceding it has been his inten-
tion to pecome & citizen.l9

The cnildren of persons who had been duly naturalized,

being under tne age of twenty-one at the time of the

lsldemo

l7ueorge We vonklin op. cit., p. 303

18pina1 maturalization xecord of (rawford County a 72

19000rge W. Conklin, op. eit., p. 305
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naturalization of' their parents, were declared tc be
citizens of tne United States.?® mTnis law was emended by
the law of 1922 whicn also amended tne law of 1906,%%
Children burn out side of the United States are no longer
made citizens by virtue of tneir fatner's becoming a
citizen.?2 The law prior to 1906 provided that all cnildren
of ecitizens burn out side the United States were considered

citizens thereof .29

Section 2000 cof the Revised Statutes of the United

States whicn formed a part of the laws prior te 1906
declared tnat “all naturalized citisens while in foreign
countries were entitled tov and shall recelve irom tnis
Government tnhe same protection of persons and property
wnicn is accorded to native citizens. 24

Under tne law prior to 1906 tunere was a fee of one
dollar cnarged fur the filing of the declaration ot inten-
tion and five dollars for the issuance of tne final
papers .<°

In 1906 Cungress passed wnat is kmown as tne Basic

naturalisation Law, providing for a uniform rule for tne

naturalization ot aliens througnout tne United States and

aoIdom.

2lynited States Department of Labor, op. cit., p. 59
22-1-222.

23ueorge W. Conklin, op. cit., p. 303

2414em.

251den.




22

establishing the Bureau of Immigration and Naturalization.26
It was a mucn more rigid law tnan tne one in effect priar
to it. This new law required the alien tu have a certifi-
cate of arrival, giving name, age, occupation, personal
description, (including neignt, complexion, color of nair
and eyes), the place of birtn, the last residence, tne
intended place of residence in tne United States, and tne
date of tne arrival of said alien, and, if ne entered tarough
a port, tne name of the vessel in which he camo.av This
certiricate nad to be attached tov the declaration ror witn-
out it tne alien cvuld not be admitted to cltizenship. The
Immigration autnorities at the port of entry would present
eacn eligible alien one of these certlﬂcatea.zs

The alien who desired citizensnip had to rile a
declaration of intention as in tne prior laws. It was made
unlawful, nowever, to file tne declaration on or witnin
tnirty days of an election. This part of tne law pronibited
certain corrupt electlion practices common under tne old

1aw.29

26ynited States Statutes at Large, 1905-1907, pp.
596-607 -

271pid., p. 604-606
281dom.

4 29an interview witn T. J. Karr, Girard, Kansas June 28,
934
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Thne law prior to 1906 nad no derinite time limit in
which the 1inal papers must pe petitioned fur. Tne law
o 1906 provided tnat not fewer than two nor more tnan
seven years arter making the declaration of intention, the
applicant must make and tile a petition ror citizensnip
on the regular form under oath in tne court of the district
wherein he resides.%? Arter tne petition is filed at least
ninety days must elapse belore tne alien is given a final
nearing on the petition.®l Tne applicant must prove, tnat
immediately preceding the date of his petition for citizen-
snip he has resided continuously witnin tne United States
for five years at least, and witnln tne county, where he
resides at the time tne petition was filed, fur at least
six montns; tnat he nas resided continuously witnin the
United states from the date of his petition up tov tne time
of his admission to citizensnip; that during all such
periods he has benaved as a man of good moral cnaracter,
attacned to tne principles of the Constitution of tue
united States and well disposed to the good order and
nappiness of the same; tnat he 1is not an anarcnist or a
polygamist, and, oeing pnysically able to dv so, cen speak

the Englisn language.52

3°Un1ted States Department of Labor, op. cit., p. 102
3lidem.

521d0m.
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In addition to his own oatn the testimony ot at least
twu witnesses, citisens of the united states, as to facts
ol residence, moral cnéracter, and a ttacnment to the prin-
ciples o1 the Constitution is required.33 Thne upplicant
must take the vatn of allegiance in open court beiure ne
is admitted to oitiaensnip.34

The certificate of citizensnip shall be issued only
wnen all the foregoing reyuirements are met and after t ne
final order has peen s igned by the presiding judge.55

The law of 190b provided fturther that the United
states was tu be represented in all naturalization pro-
ceedings by a naturalization examiner, wnose duty it would
be tu crouss examine the petitioner and tne witnesses as
to tne fitness of the petitioner.56

Tne law also pruvided ivr the printing of citizensnip
text books tuv be rurnisned free to tne public schools in
order to promote instruction and training in citizensnip.®7

Tne fee charged under the law of 1906 fur feceiving
and filing a declaration of intention and issuing a dupli-

cate thereor was five dollars. For making, filing, and

561pid., p. 19

571bid., p. 14




25
docketing a petition for citizensnip and issuing a certifi-
cate of citizensnip if ordered by the court and fur tne
fiual uecariug vn tne pétition tne fee was ten dollars,%8
Fees are an important factor in tne naturalization process,
because if tney are too hign tne alien will not apply fa
nis certificate of citizensnip.9?

The law of 1906 nas remained tne basic naturalizatim
law of tne United States altnougn it nas been revised from
time to time. The following chapter of this study will
deal witn those revisions tnat nave arfected the process
in Crawford County.40

Courts Eg_Wnion Naturalization Cases are Heard

Exclusive jurisdiction to naturalize aliens as citizens
oI tne United States nas peen cunferred upon tne following
speciried courts:

United States Circuit and District courts in
any State, United States Distriet courts 1ur tne
territories of Arizona, New Mexicou, Uklanoma, Hawaii,
and Alaska, tne Supreme Court of tne District of
Columbia, and tne United States courts ror tne Indian
Territory; also all courts of record in any State
or Territory now existing or wnicn may hereafter be
created, having a seal, a clerk and jurisdiction in
actions at law or equity, or law and equity in wnich
tne amount in controversy is unlimited.%4l

381pid., p. 27

39an interview wi tn Simeon VWebb, State Senator, Pitts-
burg, Kansas, July 1, 1934.

40gee Cnapter 1V
4lynited States Department of Labor, op. cit., p. 6
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The naturalization juriadiction of tne courts
nerein specified snall extena only to alien
resiaents witniz the respective judiclal districts
of such ecourts.%?

It is to be noted that some of the courts enumerated
above are now extinect. As tne territories were formed
into states the state courts speciried in the law nad
jurisdiction over tne naturalization of aliens in tneir
respective districts. In Crawford County the State

District Court to wnien the county has been attached nas

neard the naturalization caaea.‘s

The First Naturalization Cases in Crawford County

The first naturalization cases in Crawford County of
wnien there are any records were heard at Girard, Kansas
in Septemper, 188l.%4% fThese proceedings were held in the
Eleventh Judicial District Court of tne State of Kansas,
before Judge H. G. Webb.%® Tne jurisdiction of this court
included Crawford, Cherokee, Labette and Montgomery counties.
In 1889 Crawtford County was attacned to the sixtn Judiclal
District along with Linn and Bourbon counties. By 1906
Crawford County's population nad increased to sucn an extent

Lo 3

tnat 1t’ formed into tne Thirty-eighth Judicial court i tn

421 3em.

45personal letter from Mr. C. A. Kamsay, Director of
Naturalization, Kansas City, Missouri, June 8, 1934.

44pinal Naturalization Record of Crawford County, Vol. A. 1

4540me Autnors, op. cit., pp. 182-188
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jurisdiction over this county.%® The naturalization pre—

ceedings were held at Girard, Kansas up until 1890 and

after that date tne proceedings were held at Pittsburg,

Kansas .47

The 1irst alien to be naturalized in Crawford County
f was a Swiss rarmer, Amile Hertner, in 1881.48 From 1881
to tne present year there has been a yearly record kept
oI tne Naturalization proceedings. From 1881 to 1905 there
were 1,947 declarations of intentions filed, which wnhen
tiled entitled tne declarant the rignt to vote.%4? Dpuring
tne same period tnere were 351 petitions for citizensnip
filed and out of this number 351 certiricates of citizen-
snip were granted.S0 Tne aliens to whom tnese certiri-
cates of citizensnip were granted were rarmers and miners.
Tne nationalities tnat predominated were tne German,
Austrian, English and Italian,.5l
The law prior to 1906, quoted previously in this

chapter, governed the proceedings. The examination which

was given tu tne applicant was simple. There were no

4GIdom.
471den.

4aFinal naturalization Record of Crawford County,
v°1l AO, 1 N

49Record of Declaration of Intention, Volumes A. B. C.
1881-190% -

50gee Table III pe. 31
Sl1dem.
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educational qualifications. Tne applicant would appear
in court on tne day appointed and the presiding judge
would usually ask tne following gquestions:

How long have you resided here?

Are you a believer in anarchny?

Do you believe in tne principles of tne

Cconstitution?

Do you belong to any secret societies that

seek to destroy tne Constitution?
If these yuestions were answered satistectorily, the judge
would question tne two witnesses for the applicant, con-
cerning the applicant's residence, morals, and obedience to
the law. If tnese were answered satisfectorily the oath
ol allegiance was taken by tne alien and a certificate or
citizensnip granted.52 it is interesting to note tnat from

1881 to 1906 there were no rejections.53

The Law of 1906 and Its Effects

Witn tne enactment of the law of 1906, in wnich a more
rigid examination was required, tne rejections of citizen-
snip applications were num.orous.a4 The law of 1906 required
that the allen must have some knowledge of the government of
the United States, be able to speak Englisn, write his

name, and prove to the court tnat he was not a polygamist,

52pn interview witn Nick Simion, rittsburg, Kensas,
June 27, 1934

53gee Table 1II p. 31
54Idﬂnl.
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an anarchist, or a member of any secret soclety that sought
to destroy the government of the United sStates. ne must
have all preliminary papers such as certificate of arrival,
declaration of 1ntent10n,55 and petition for citizensnip5b
properly filled out and friled. un tne day of the final
hearing the alien must appear before the court with two
witnesses who were citizens of the United Stetes. The
examination,®7 wnich was conducted by the Naturalization
Examiner, consisted of questions on the govermment of tne
United States, and questions concerning tne spplicantt's
past history and his membersnip in certain societies.
He was also yuestioned closely councerning his period of
residence. Vhen this examination was completed, tne ex-
aminer would examine tne witnesses. He would @question them
concerning the character, morals, residence, and citizen-
ship of the applicant. 11 the results of the examination
satisried the examiner, he would tell tne court tnat he had
no objection tu granting tne applicant a citiaeﬁsnip certi-
tficate. 1r the court were satisfied, the oath would pe
administered and a certificate of citisenship granteu.58

From 1906 to 1917, the year in which the United states

55gee aAppendix C

56gee Appendix D

57808 Appendix G

58n10k Simion, an interview.
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entered the Worla War, tnere were o50 petitions fur
citiszenship filed in the pistrict court at rittsburg,
Kansas. out of tnis number tnere were 470 certificates
of citizensnip granted and 180 petitions denied or
rejected..59 There were 2,165 declarations of intentions
made in tne same period. Inasmuch as the a ilien, who
declared his intention to pvecume a citizen, had the power
ol an elector in Kansas up t v tne year 1918, tne number
of weclarants far exceeded tne number of petiticners for
final papers.®0 In 1918 tne constitution of tne state of
Kansas was umended. Tne amendment provided that only
citizens of tne united states cuuld gualify as electors.ol
'his was an incentive for more aliens tu petition for their
final naturalization papers.te

'ne law of 1900 nas remained tne basic law on natural-
i.ation. It has been revised to meet the needs of tne
country from time to time. Some of these revisions were
made during the World War and others in the years foullowing
tne War. Tne revisions arfecting the process in Crawford

County will be discussed in the following chapter.

59500 Table IV p. 32

Gohecorcls of Declarations of Intention, volumes 1 to
IV 1906-1016 Inc. L

61
Charles r. peebe, Kansas racts, 1929, p. 125

62n1ck Simion, an interview, alsuv see Cnart,p.Jj2




of retitions, msumber Citizensn
ity, and sumber of Hejectiouns.

_ Table III
Naturalization Record of Crawford County 1881=-1906, Showing Year, Number

%8 Certiricates Granted, number of Each national-

Yr. CC Gr:FPr: It..Bles Eds- AN« En. Sw. Sn. Tko Gk. B. Fn. Syo RQJ. Pet.
1881 1 1 1
1882 1 1 1 Key to Chart
1883 1 | 1
1884 4 1 4 CC - Certifi-
1886 1 1 1 Gate of Citi-
1886 2 1 2 zensnip
1887 1 1 1 Gr - Germans
1888 5 3 2 5 Fr - Frencn
1889 3 3 & 3 3 It - Italiean
1890 19 P31 3 & 18 19 Bl - pelgims W
1881 15 6 5 &7 15 Rs = Hussieans
1892 10 5 1 31 =3 10 An - Austrians
1893 13 