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#As kids we spent masch of the warrmer
mofiths wandering the felds and fishing in
local ponds, Back then people were free to
encer propenty withour being conskdered
trespassers. Everybody knew everyone!
We knew that to cacch dhe big Largermouth
Bass you noeded bait that was large enough
that the smaller fish couldn't trke it off of
your ook and one of the best baits were
what we called “stripie frogs™. These are
nst a new species of frog but we called
thern stripie frogs because they had two
light stripes down thedsr back and dhey wers
nearly impossible 1o catch.  Bart the arger
bass couldnt resist them when tassed n
the open water away from wegetation cover
alamg the edge. These striped rops wers,
in fact, Leopard Frogs.

In our area there are two species of
Leopard Frogs, i.e., the Plains Leopard
Frog, {Lithobates biairi), found through-
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Southern Leopard Frog

out Kansas and the Southern Leopard
Frog, (Lithobates sphenocephalus), found

in the southeastern fifth of the state.
Adults of both species grow to abour 2-
3+ inches long. Both species have: two
light dorsolateral folds on the back
(hence, our name “stripie frogs”), and
are tan colored with irregular dark
spors on their back and sides. The
Southern Leopard Frog usually displays
varable amounts of green on their back
and snout and is a little smaller than the
Plains Leopard Frog. Both can jump
long distances = quickly.

The general public most likely can-
not make a distinction between these
two species but there is one character-
istic that makes identification easy -
generally. The extreme posterior ends
of the dorsolateral lines on the Plains
Leopard Frog are broken and offset in-
ward at the lower end compared to the
unbroken lateral folds on the Southern
Lecpard Frog. (See photos by Steve
Johnson & Tom Brennen,).




Board Meating Highlights
Barb Robins, Secretary

Aitending: Mavis Benner, Wipie Bockewan, Chiristes Brod-
sky. Megan Cormgan, Cindy & Steve Ford, [l Lnger, Bob &
Liz Mangie, Diane MeCullum, Bark Raobins, Emoner & Ruch
Sullwan.

Call To Order {(¥Wayne: &0 pm

Fllimustes I'wj.l:nnl 28, 201 7: Raad and aporoved.

Treaurer's Report {Liz): Chedang account balance of

$T0AT.946

Tonight's Presentation will be “Prairie Conservagion and

Beazoration” by Jerod Husbower of the Masouri Prairie Foursda-

vion. In March, we will hear Ed Miller om * Thrsaoened and En-

dangered Species of Southeasy Kansas® Andra Svefamoni has
agresd to speak it the My peenic mesting an “Menere Pace
fearr EKids ard Grandkids.”

Ted Sperry and Prairis Restorstion Whayne thanked Sob

for asivding him a background an Sperry's work, and ke aiked

Sbewe &0 give a bl “backstory™ an Dr. Spermy's connection to

prairic resecratson oo bead into tonight's preventation i the

| Freeen
blkcity: Eﬂnﬁuntl]l rracriihing, wild dnncunosd on KRPY tha
Marning Sun ran our aem for three days: and posters were put

up on carmpus B the publc liorary.
ewsberber: ¥Wayme complmented this manch's coneributors.
Some readers have manoaned kow much they enjoy resding

the newsketer,
Texting Sarvice: During thi st two monta. s0rs mambars

hhnxﬁmdu-pmrl are novw recernng notfcations of mest
Befreshment: Cymthia Plannensoinl and Raberr Snaire W

now have encegh voluntesrs ta finsh the year,
Great Backyard Bird Count was Februsry 17-20, Seven)

Em:l:lqghed
jebd Trips: Avduboners were represenced a1 Stellas eaphe
days and at the PPL presentaticn,

Meeteg adjournesd ar 43,

Financial Statement
Liz Mangile, Treasurer
March 2007
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in that ares. Jerad, in his early
career, spers fhee pears ot the Universiny of Missoory and Is now Dlirec-
vaar ol Prairi Management for the Mossour Prairie Fowsdation, He is
currentdy worlong on the prairie revicration project at Carver Prare
punside Dtwmond Jarod was careful to expluin ter diflsrence baressn
resboration and reconsinection. Acres of praire and that have never
bern plowed cam be candidares for remoragion mo ther ongiral it
skafe by Femring ireie ysecis and replanting species that might
have dwindled or disappeared. Scres that have been plowed at somo
ik it b Pecoratrucind by remoding fearpiing Led sEring Fom
scratch.

HMaties grassliesd sromsiemg are domingted by persrasl sarm sa-
scn grasses, legumes. wildfowers, hadges. ard scactered shrubs, with
weiy fow aes, Prairies evobiod wich fire and Taligrass
prarms in 3%y Mssouri numiber 31 owned by e e Foundatian.
Carver Prairis i eod af che newise. |asod spoke in derail on his wors
in maintaining these praicees and what he direcis a5 part of an annual
MmaragEmEnl progrie nmi-dmm-rﬁ'ﬂ-mm
seed collecong and plasding, and meatrest of imvasives, Bursing i done
va emisdate Mocher Mature's lighening storms in dee = ard
Tmmndhﬂmmhm

reer Prairie’s weork kas ressdeed in finding v specees that haven's
b seen in 10 yedrs. Futara plans for this §63-aome prane will e
wobee maintaineg 63 acres e other prairies, eamplenely restering 35
acras, remaoving |5 acres of Brush and wrees, and restorng 50 aores of
wopdand ko hintoric gonditices,
Unifarcunately, in is pecessary o use herbicides on invasve species,
but much ressanch bas been done oo utlise ihesi thag will kill 3 specif-

bt poluce prouncwater.
‘ﬁﬂﬁmwwﬂﬁﬂmiﬁﬂiwﬂﬂ
public. e wou'd be an eciving and histoncl experience to Gke your

childran and grassdchildra planes in bleam that would have been

in thair seasan, black-gyed Susan, wild strawherry,
HMonarda, n?hﬁiﬂdmﬂ.ﬂm_ﬂluh.m

ARy oy,

|arod gave us some wpooming event daces, the first oo being an
Mimiouri Prairie Foundation hatios Plant Sale in Kansaa ey, &pril 15,
and Matianal Pralre Dy on s 3.

Help celebrate o WMEGrTANT reman.
ing prarass.

Barb Robins
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Sightings......
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Listen for the Leopard
| Frogs (cont. from p. 1)

April and May are peak periods of
activity and breeding and as many as
5,000+ eggs are laid in a large mass.
Hatching time & dependent on water
temperature and tadpoles metamor-
| phose in late summer. Their behavior
of wandering far from water gives rise

to being called "meadow frogs”, Food
consists of insects and invertebrates.
Mote: Unlike vocalizations produced by
many other vertebrates, frogs and toads
produce sound without expelling air
from their mouth; rather, the vocal sac/
sacs are inflated with air from the lungs
and cycles back and forth, over the vo-
cal chords in the larynx, between the

vocal sacs and the lungs.

Bob Mangile

Southeast Kansas Animals Enjoy Spring

Female hairy woodpecker
— (Bob Mangike)

Errant Ford horses sampling bard
feeder — [Cindy Ford)

Persistent squirrel figds
ing seeds in tube feeds

— (Cindy Ford)

T
H?d-t.:uled ek

Mesting great horned owl
— (Bob Mangile)

HATURE PIC

£
o
L3

AR



	News From the Flock, Vol. 2017 Issue 3
	Recommended Citation

	flockmar2017_1
	flockmar2017_2
	flockmar2017_3

