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NEWS FROM THE
FLOCK...

Newsletter of the Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society

Dec 2016

VACATION FEAST OF BIRDS

Artiche & Photos by Cindy Ford

VOLUME 2017 ISSUE |

T-r-:dnam
send pour e-mail addross
Cirny Fard, Editor,

. iof the place we

W planned a small gat-away bo ses
another parl of the country. Why not try the
Galeston, TX area? Steve and | knew he
Gulf besch would be & change of scane and
therz surely should be someathing to do n
the @rea sance | S a lourist area. We re-
served the second week of November for
this adwenture, knowing that the weaather
could be cold andior blestery, Well, we
were pleasantly sumpeised. .

The weather was beautiful all week
with sun and mild temperatures, We could
niot have asked for bedter. And, thera were
some attrachons, but we were abaolutely
drawm to the rich diversity of birds on the
island. We spent every day finding new
sitas and new species. It ruly was a natu-
ralist's holidey.

- Development
on Galkeston |sland is
pervasive with hotels
and stited houses
crowded anlo beach
dunes, im drained salt
marshes, and along the
bays. This time of year many of the beach
houses were unoccupled, but still influencing
the natural-ness of the island, We heard
staries of hurmicanes devastating this anea,
but development is undeterred. Despite the
resorts, beach houses and hotels, we were
pleased to find birds nearly everywhere. As
it urns out, long-
il curlews
Were Seen g
day on the mﬁ

were slaying. If
¥l have not
heard greal-
tailed grackles
with their "cash regiater” call, you have
missed some unibelievable sound.

We were fortunate to be staying
gbout a mile from Galveston Island State
Park. so wenturing there the first day out was

such atreat. The gx-
b panse of salt marsh
was A paradisa for
rrainy wisding birds,
inciuding roseate

spoonbills, great
4 mgrels, sNowy egrets
while ihes, great blue herons, Ir-colored har-
ong, and clapper rails. We were thrilled fo
eee white-talled kites, ospreys, and crested
cara caras, We explored the north and
south ends of the

v 0

istand. finding
species we have
not seen for
years, including
black-necked
stilts, reddesh
egrel, brown peli-
cans, white peli-
cans, willets, plovers, sandpipars, and sev-
eral species of gulls

A ferry ride to Bolivar Peninsula to
the Morth was well worth the trip with the
addidion of species: Amencan oystercatch-
ers, ruddy tumstones, Amearican avocets,
black skimmers, red-breasted mergansers,
and two species of cormorants, Though a
bt of & drive from Galveston, we were ab-
sorbed in viewsng birds in a frestwater
marsh at the Anahuac Wildlife Refuge. We
saw thousands of bads, some of which ware
campletely néw 1o us, There were commaon
Foorens mixed in with Amencan coots,
Rafts of ducks, including black-bellied whis-
ting ducks, black and motiled ducks, gad-
walls, blue-wing teal, American wigeons,
and northern shovelers, were seen amaong
nEmerous wading
bards.

If you
travel to Galves-
fon, even for a
short siay, be
Sure io fake Yo
BinaCUlars!




Barb Robins, Secretary October Meeting Presenter: Mitchall Pruitt

Attending: Mavis Bermer, Wayne Bockeiman. Megan
Carrigan, Cindy & Stewe Ford, Dela Lister, Bob & Lz Mangia
Diani MeCallum, Barls Babid, Emmiett & Ruth Sulleean
Call To Order (Wayne): b:200 p.m.
Minubes for $-39-18: Read and approsed,
Treasurer's Report [Liz): Checking account balance of
L LI FRT
Tonight's Mesting: "“Finding Jaw-whet Crads n Arkansas”
Fmchell Prosti froem U of Arkansas.
ext Manth's Meating: The misbroom man is being elu-

sive. burt Meagan is Bping e will retpond and gre

us @ m oo moneds -hﬂﬁlﬂ-ﬁhm
PFublicety: On KRPS, in the foem of an announcement. A new ranpe, and there are only 12 stats
person is in charge of the clendar. Michesl Caghron, reconds for thar smee. ([There are |3 for Kansas) Michell will ae-
moaughrani@pciitie ody. Pasters v on PSU campus and m | empe w0 recond additional ocoamenoes
PPL, ared 2 bried announcement was in the Foming Sen hm.ﬁh:ﬂ.!ﬁ.lr.ﬁmi—h‘m:h
Wiwyne kas unearthed the fac char delwering a prisaed an- Saw wiwes and Ts MIRracaon parems T
nounsimant 1o thir offion 3 week before the event & the Hﬂﬁﬂﬁih‘rﬂhﬂlﬁh béirders in pur

mosz effective area, Mivchell filied = in on some Saw-what fuces. The bird B ane of
Mewsletter: Cindy has produced andchis Fee-paged, and the || s in s geni s i cleily relsted 1o the burrowing owl. [t feeds

phvotos. Eostribatid By membecs added a lot. Everyone en. on small mammals. primardy woles and mice, and prefers woodland
Dianna Maws's article about her ssudencs. ard riparan areas, especialy cedar thickets and cther dende habitats.
shmemis: Peopls are seil sgnieg up, and the sheet wall It breeding range is in northern, mountainous Morth America and

he-muﬁtl‘m'rdﬁ winners sregularly chrowgh che cemral and sorthaastern United

Field Trips: Prairie Jubiles bappenad on s beauthul day. Mo | Seees. Mvupsions in migratian Se8m 0 BCour

fesrays g schedudid, ewery four years, 20 I:Fh:ﬁ%huﬂh

Iﬁﬂmmhdwﬁpmmhpm“ Diarse ringartnd w3 sda, it i not esdangered and as rare a8 we think, Bt much s

suceissfully o the nackonal affics wing B nes gatem. unikagwn shout it

Facebooks Mavis bas lnched ic she's ready i peaple Micchell's reseirch i geared toward making more about the Sow-

Pﬁﬂ'ﬁ"d" F‘ﬁh mm:ndhnuﬂndmnﬁniuur‘qnﬂ.nﬁmnp

Eurh]ﬂ:-fﬁr' ttﬂthlil'ﬁll:nrrm Dhiska we il wre them, calling them with recorded socafimon, bandng them,
“mefm nexing thism (salely determined by wesght), and ageing them by usng a

thlrl]: bk far Eulh:grLl.h:u. Dhnlia black light on the feathers.

ghowed w2 photo of 2 PWC-based comminsr and sign unit. Advisr pavar pears of work, he has captered 24 with 10 vocakeation

Sha will have 3 made and iremiled by the FALY graunds crew. records. Matomsede, | 50,000 bave been banded. bn the fubene, e

Bird Seed Sale is Dec. 3; Bob s soll eryong oo cosset Crane | wioukd ke oo movs bipand Banding and sttempt @ dscover fram

at Blue Bibbon 1o see if we have the truck again what region the birds come, and o they are truly winterng in Arkan-
Donation to Speaker's Project: |t was moved, secanded, sas. Asyoes wishing o keep up with his ressarch actvities cin re-
snd approved to give Meaochell $100 to aid his resesrch, v 3 nissshateer by e-railing him at mipeusi24ifhahen com ar by
riewding his Fasebook page.
——— - mmnmmmm-mm
Financial Statement Ol 8 e e fivts. 50 wee are graseful char Micchell shereeed us great
Liz Mangile, Treasurer m“ -'l FI mm
November—December 2016 1 wecretive and lnde-
knowen bird
Bapinring balinos e ms s s sssmn s — 5545970
Barb Rotinz
Lreds
| Local mamksrihgtd-——— —% 7500
1= ] T ——————— rre—g TE 00
Db
-Nr-'rI-FHl'lr'——-— =M -5 T4
Spr.:h:r S ———— 7T

Sl L R s g

Eniclirij el —~—rrrr—err—rerrreererrerer—r—— 1545718




HMIDPNARCH MADNESS
Megin Corrigan

Kansad s kcky when it comeas bo Monanch
butierflies, First of all, we have Monarch
Wigtch, & research program ol of KU that
tags and mondors the monanch populations
bath m the LIS and in Mexico. Sacond of all,
we had 8 supnsing abundance of lale seEson
monanchs ihes year. IFs nof just me saying
this. Monarch Walch posted on their blog that
Eansas, Missour! and Moth Carolna all re-
poried a surphsing suege in lale season mon-
archs this year. In fact, they say we had more
monarch butlerly larae salting our milkweed
Iate in the summer than anywhens n the north
reported all seasaon.

I have some common milk- '
wissd plants v my yand thal st B
this year grew inlo a decent sired
stand. I've alsn gol some naciar
planis that bloom 2o | spent al
gpring and summer looking for
mananchs, HEﬂII’IE far thearm (o
flock bo owr yard. | saw pust a few now and
then. Bat than in August, they were there eve-
ry day, thiee and four & & lime
| even found a green cocoon and brought & in
the house. If you have never seen a monaich
cocoan, they are amaring They look like they

have meltad dots of gold on them. | wasn't
even sure | was & monarch chrysalis, i
seemed lodg small Bul since monarchs had
baen flying sround, @ made sanss & could be.
| propped & & & jar and decided I'd walch i for
hiwserver long i book for it lo grow mbo & bal-
terfly. Well, it didn't take long. The next Mo
imsgy witvs | gt g there wiak a bullerdly n the
jar and # was defintiely 8 monarch. ['m hopang
i's mes o B Wy down o Mexico

Tham were some folks &t an informatan
ftabde with ronarchs m all stages al Prairie
Jubiles. They had finy calerpillars, |m Calar-
pillars, and grean chrysalises. They had bui-
fierflies that had habched thal day and they
ware tagging them a geeing iherm bo kids to
hold and release The kids ke
it and ihe parents loved takmng
pheotcs, thowgh butierflies are
hard 1o gel good pholos of. They
aleays close thair wings back
f jussl & the wincng morment

If you are inérested in finding
cut more about monarchs, take a
look at nip monarchiwsich orgl. They have
a8 map lhal fracks the northern migration eveary
spring, and &l the irformation you could need
aiout how 10 atirsct monarchs 1o your garden
We're so lucky to have such a resource in our
slals’

Sperry-Galligar Audubon Meeting Highlights

Bird Sightings: Pelcans ar Greenbush and Fronenaes bgean, Ruby-throaced Hummingbird, Dark-syed
Ill_ﬁ:m. Sandhill Crane w Praivie 5w Park, 8 pair of Bald Eagles at Bome Crash Lake

Rafreshments were provided by Walk DeGreson and Denng Maus. The up sheet for future refreshemens
waas aga dircubibed. Dues are sl due. Mava Benner's Audubos Facsbsack pape was unveded. The Colsgio

gave us a fill-pape spread with phoaos. Diela Lisoer Btued o plea for help with
making curtsng far the Muatirsl Histary Reigrve b, 5ee her I+I:|!'|"I:|'I-t|"|'|-bl:lll'|l é
youu want to belp. Clur brdeeed male is Decsmber 3; a signup shiest far wolun-
cenrs it pasted around, Two owl doar priced in kespeg with tonight's themne
wire gwarded 16 Asgie Muling and Whit Dungan. Cade Simmaorns () and Luki

Cirender () (Codgan HS) showirg oo, :}

Mely won't touch earth until  che record easily, with some
SWIFT ACCOUNT o ot inima i ‘dlh’h{rp ng
Boh Mangike spotted this litte Sweifts, with their darting months ¥t 3 Gme.”
bit of imtaresting bird behavior  Movements and high-anergy This was taken from a Dis-
ik bt hmhﬁum_mbnpm:— cover Magazing on-ling artchs
candidates for the tide of this link el
“When a comman swift kicks  *orids longest flyer. But ac-  blogs.discovermagazine comdd-
ol from its breeding grounds  cording to 3 new study by re-  breefi20 |6/ 02 M swifes-fly-lor-

searchers lrom Sweden's Lund |0 monpho/it WIQLATSPew

north of the equatar o returmn
Universicy, the small bards ake

bo fGre termperate chires, it

C. Ford by Jan. 10.




Application for Membe rihap
Sperry-Galligar Auduban Society

For first-time National Awdubon membership. send $20.00 and become
a member of both organtztions. recesse & cophes of Autdubon Magases serally and
B tapin of Sperry-Galligar Newiletier. Piame mobe yoor chedk o SpemeGaillipar
Readubn,

FES ! wmh 8o berome o FIRST-TIME mamber of tlabona davuben ond Speene-Loilpor
Audatan. (RN

For only lcil or renewil membershig, send $15.00 for membershp of |
Speerry-Galigar Audushon and receve the B newslemmers per yiar indoremisg youo of ol | |

aur lacal petrvites. Pege moke yer check to Spere Golipar Ardubon

__YES | wiwh en becores o BEWEWING member of v ol chipder (5150040

Fiture Mational Audubon rengwals: S 20050 mader formn

dirpcely ta Mabonal

Mail
Sperry-Galligar fudubon Society
A4 E Atkinson dve
Pittsburg, Kanzas A4T42

Please Print
_— REMEW YOLUR DUES
Jist & te annuad experaton date for
Addres iﬁ Sperry-Caallgar Ausduabon membery, For
those receiving che hard copy Mewslemers please
chiech ypour ailing libel Tor your gt
Cigy___ N dite. Char records indicate that Local dues for ALL
Fhani: of those receiving the E-Mewslerner expired on
Aggust 31, W6 Maoonal Awdubor dues are re-
newabée through their mailers. Locsd duet ean be
e-mail addres paad at the September J6th, meeong or maded in.
Sperry-Galligar Auduban Seciety
FMewsletter
Blé Atkinson Ave,
Piotsburg, K5 E67632

Meetings are hald the last Thorsday of the
manth. Mo meetings in jone july, or August.

MowDes meeting date b e mﬂl&_
pm to ¥ pm, in Boom (83, Yates H

FSU Campus, Plisburg, KS.
Rafreshiments served. Guests welcomee.

WVisit our website:

htrpo! s parry-galligar.comd

. Pay membership dues in September. Please consider paying local membership
ﬁttent:mnﬂ]l dues. Our chapter receives 1w0o% of the local dues only. HOWEVER, you can sub-

A Fnke scribe to both. Either way vou get the newsletter.
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