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FLOCK....
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Officers 20156 - 2017
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To recese an e-nevslensr:
vene pour e-mad address o

With all the deer around here you'd think it
wauld almose be dangercus to walk in the
wioods this time of year for fear of falling
over—and onto—all of the newly shed ant-
lers. I've not found it so. | have found
“sheds”, but never when actively looking for
them, o I've developed a new strategy. |
walk for miles through the woods whistling
Dixie, looking at sticks, leaves, moke hills,
and spring wildfiowers, but definicely NOT
looking for sheds. Mo sir!

This clever technique paid off the other day,
or so it seemed. Id been walking for some
time, hurmming the theme to
Goldfinger, and assiducusly
not looking for anything,
especially antlers, when |
(accidentally mind you)
spotted a deer carcass on
the banks of Limestone
Creek which runs through
out farm. Although at some
distance and on the oppo-
site bank | could see
through binoculars that the shightly curved
carcass was not fresh, as the reddish-gray
pelage was rather matted. | was gratified to
see B “rack” with at least four or five dines,
While thinking about what ook I'd need to
retrieve the antlers or maybe even the en-
tire skull {| had done this a couple of years
ago in a very similar situation) | moved
down the creek to get anather look o fix
the location in my mind for when | recurned
with the wools. After that second loak from
a different vantage | decided that since the

dead deer was not going anywhere | might
as wall finish my stroll. | walked a ways
more and, feeling a bit smug that my not-
really-locking stracegy had borne fruit, |
wanted another look at my orophy and may-
be got a better count on the number af

points on the antlers.

30 | leoked again, but alas my find was gone!
| scoured the opposite bank through binoc.
ulars for several seconds, Gone, How
could this be? _until | came o realize that
in its place was a shghtly curved, reddish-
gray, highly texctured, very deer-looking leg,
on one end of which was a small pile of
short branches locking all
the warld like.. well, you get

the picture.

Can one fesl embarrassed
even though alone? Trust
me, one can, but | figure it
was really not my faule It
was cruel rick Modher MNa-
ture played on an old codg-
ar who, clever strategy be
damned, indeed badly wanted to see some-
thing, That said, she made up for it just a
few minutes bater, Eat your heart cut, my
birding friends, for just for a brief moment,
amidst the flickering shadows on the shaggy
trunk of a

sycamore tree (and yes, at some distance),
Mather allowed me to spot—are you
readyl—an ivory-billed woodpecker! Right
here in Crawford Councy! I'm gure! I'm

pretry sure! Steve Ford




April Meeting Presenter: Trent Kling

Actending: Mavi Berewr, Wayhe Bockelman, Megan Com-
gan, Cindly & Seewe Ford, Cweln Lister, Bob & Ls Masgile,
Dhane McCallum, Barb Robies, Emmen & Rtk Solliven,

Call To Order (Waynel 6200 pom,

Mimisties [Barb]); Read and
Treasurer's

RAepart (Lizk acooams balince of

55,656 57

Tonight's Prograrm: Trent Kling, “Edible Mative Fruits,
Muts, and Barried™,

Hext Month's Frograme The My pecnile, with Mara Minaar
Bailey sndl “Caisowiarses. Guardiars of the Forest™, Dinner
ifarts at 600, Liz checked on anea chicksn prics: YWl-Mar

soll ha the lowest by 530,
T baard agreed to Bave her contimoe @ purchass from

e
Gifts for Presenterss YWayne asked what we have boen

gining litely: Bob responded char he Fas green mosy
bhsebird houses.
Publicity: The (lobe published che meering notos rwa
weeks agoc the Moming Sun snmounced i wnder the headline,
“Froduce Tel™, Anmsunced by KRS 3 couple of weskessdy
ags but not on ther Calendar of Evervs. Ussal s-srmil re-
minders sent. ¥Wayne sugpessed chat neot fnll vwe might malos
wiils o thed alffices responiible for armouncemenis and dus
gren them S perycral presence.
Refreshments: Barbara Sims and Mary Eape Suollives
Mewsletter: YWayne again praised contributors and Cindy
for a year of ful-sized newsletters.
Election of Officers: Viyne will present the dte at

Fuﬁrt‘l'ﬁn. Sugpeitioni were made, and VWayne will bring
st bar the membsers tonight

Financial Statement
Liz Mangile, Treasurer
May 2014

Biginning ulis: @

Crodics
| Locad membershipes s € 1500

e SR | 4

-§ 188
........... — T

-$5671 .57

=

There & & kot of serest in asting
hiahttsgr and more ratul chese
dayn. but penerally, people dos'
Fave a ot of kneadedge concerning
eaitursl ko and their arigna.
Trent Kling. wia s in the P50 De-
partment of Commisnicatian and
crevrd el operates Khng Famiy Pro-
dace farm and corchards, camrss 1w
i o g for us and ge uS OrE EpprECIETon for the wild and
futies (oF hot-o-futive) plant. growing around us. He termed ohees
and plants that have been here a very long dme native, and oned hai
wiare brought here by immigrant and semlery, 3 wid Coronado in
1541 fourd fruits ard nuts in Kansas and Cldaboma comparable oo
ones he kmews in Spain.

Tt are anly @ handful of fruiting trees in Kansas thar we con-
sifer native, and they migrared from the essoern part of the LS, w
chid Eadnerm pary of Kamigs Mot Kansans oubisds Sonrtheast Karsas
wrw unfamilar with the: pawpave mee, am undereory e chat has
bloszoms smeling ke rotes meat to sttract fes and beetles for
pollinatory. The free's taste is wmilar to banaras ard & 3 Gavorce of
ricooons and possums.  Red mulberry mess are comisersd natie;
black mulberries sren't. Trent sxplained the dference becsesn
Chiackasaw i arned plums, and Kansas has 2 bresding program ex-
perimenting to develop and more edible free.  Americen periimmons,
as most of us kst by Epirisnds, can be wery stringent if not kar-
weitid M the right moment. The persimmons wi ses in the ooy
#tares are almost absays an edotc varkety, The &merican black cher-
Iy trese produces & berry that i mostly inedible to humans bt very
bereefcinl oo wililie,

Orxher nawe edibbes shown and dscussed by Trent inchsded os-
rich fern, elderberry, polden oamant, mascedne, wikd SErTw BT,
dandelsons, and cabiais.

Included in chi wild category are blackberries, black mulberry,
pecan, black walnut, cabapple, asparagis, and wild anion, [Some
Oikclahorma owns even have wild amian heathoak)

Fany of our locly svalable wild and native sdibies require 1ome
kind of special preparasion before sating Trent comtinually soressed
thil. i uwwise o roam doen the il and munch, even theugh o
nmmﬂm:phnﬁnmm_ There &fe many species of
planes and fung that ire deadly or larmiul—remember the obd jmghe,

“I 'y not ieowen, e alone!™ Barts Ralbim

GOO0D EATS

Barbara %ms and Mary Kate Sullivan
Thanks for the refreshmenits o e

Aperil meeting.

Birds Sighted: Magnola warbler, prosheak, hammingbards, ariches,
brown thrasher, Cutberds, pine sibing, Winsbern Kingbird, Caroling
wren, MasEipe kite, Sandhil crane

Relreshments were by Mary Mare Sulivan and Bartara Sens,
The nest mesting is our ponic—ay 36 at §200, Homer Cols Center,
Brieyg a side and your own dinner service. A sighup sheet @ poing
around. The speaker will be Maria Minnaar Bailey oo cassoraries,
President Bockelman armounced th slat for and comemiRzes
chairmen for nest pear presdent, ¥Wayne Bockeiman; vics president
mmmﬂmcmmmmm
Benner]; creasurer, Lix D yecremary. Barh Robwid. sewiletber
eclior. Cindy Ford: membership, Disne MeCallum; refreshenens cone-




CRITTER CONNECTIONS by Bob Mangile

Some teme ago an Audubon member asked me why one of her chickens started crowing like a
rocster. Did the hen change sexes oo become & rooster! What | suggested that might have hap-

pened received a bizurre reaction. 'Was it something entgirely unheard of! Mot quite! 5o let's have
same fun. CIE?

Probably everyone knows the difference becween a rocseer and a hen by its appearance. Ban
soamsptimes Maure can produce some incomprehensible results. Back in the late 1940°s | recall a
beoy cluiming that his family had a rooster chat lald aggs = and he ook a kot of ribbing over tha,
woal Every rural famey had chickens and everyone knew that couldnt be the case. Please read

=1l

T eviier simnplilly, barring exceptions and without genting mechnical, the sex of most warm-blooded
animals is determined by the inheritance of chromosomes — 500% rom each parent. 7 most bird
species (but not all, &g, some raptors) the females have a single ovary on 0s left side. Bur ag che
embryonic stage of development there are tha baginnings of sex organs (gonads) on both sides. H
the genetc makeup of the embryo dictites that it will be a fermale {in birds) the deslopment of

the gonad on the left side develops into an ovary, which inhibics the development of the gonad on
the right side. If it were to be a male both gonads would have developed into testes. Interesting

st

Blovw back o the rodster thae liid eggs and the ben that orows! B an adule female chicken dewsl-
§ 4 problem, eg., dissise, ovarian tumor or old i i i

:E:rugm her t-%l:mtlm lewe| Increases w"t'r'fm;ﬂﬁ ;:tr;: side s
switched on and develops into an “ovotestes”, i.e., having both testicular anvd ovarian aspects.
Testostercne is the hormone that produces male characteristics and the hen will gro
rooater plumage. crow, develop spurs and it might ewen produce sperm but as far a5 | am yware
they are not known o fertilize eggs. The degree of ransdormation to male characteristics @an
viry with the individual. 5o the boy's family rocster didn't really ly aggs but instead dhe hen dthat
laid the eggs looked and behaved like a rocster and ne longer laid eggs.  Mow that is a real pisce

of work produced by Maosre. Hubyl (See photos balow.)

Lefis Adult male Peafowd or Peacaock,

Right: Aduile female Peifowl or
Peahsen.

Laftz An |8-year-old Peaben that quit laying eggs
at the age of |4, then began molong in male plum-
ape, However, i pever pread it tail like an adul
Pescock. The resulting plumage is not dus o a
genetic condition but rather a hormonal condi-

411} 8

3 Fae_




Application for Membership
Sparry-Galligar Audubon Society Events & *

Miscellany
Eor first-tirve Matienal Audubon membership. send $20.00 and become ' S
& member of both organimtions, receive & coples of Audubes Magaring snnually and
B coples of Sperry-Galligar Mewsletver. Peae moke your check o Sperry-Golipor
Auchabn,

TEh ) wish B S HRST-TTME mermber off Moo Audubon and Shery I'_;_|'!-|'l_-\.'

Eor only local or renewal membscihip. wend 31500 for membership of
Sperry-Gadiged Audubcn and recene the B rewsletters per year informing you of all
our local acoves. Plegie Mok your check bx Sperry-Galigar Audubon

WICWIRG member of the decal chepesr 151504

Future Mational Audubon remewals: oo Sudubos maeder G

dwectly to Manional

Maifl toc
Sperry-Galligar Ausdubon Sockety
Bld E. Atkinson Ave
Pittsburg, Kamsas bTE1
Flease Print
Mame =
Address
Ciry
Phone
-kl ket
Sperry-Galligar Audubon Sockety
s YYryy YYV¥y
518 s i . Yewv " Yyyvw
Pittsburg, K5 $§T61

Meetings are held the Iutﬂwrlllﬂl'ﬂm
raanth. Mo meetings in june July, or Sagast.

Mov/Diec meating date to be anmounced.
ff-l-l-m'l-'l ta ¥ pm, I-llu-u-mlll’.:.“'hml-l

PEU Campus, Plitiburg, K5
Refreshrments served. Guests welcome,

Visit our website:

heepisperry-giigar . com!

: Pay membership dues in Seprember, Please consider paying local membership
Attention A_ll dues. Our chapter receives wo'% of the local dues only. HOWEVER, you can sub-
scribe to both. Either way you get the newsletter.,
Members
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MOREL MAN

t]  They say heaven to a Hoosier is bouncing a basketball around the Indianapolis

1 500 while looking for morel mushrooms. As an old Hoosier I'd say thats about
right, but my problem is | do far more looking for morels, than finding. My problem,
but not jason Manderscheid's. [ason is the 33-year-old greenhouse manager and a
landscaper at Pittsburg State University who is passionate - I'll refrain from the term
a| obsessive — about all things morel, He studies how to find them, cook them, pre-

4 serve them, and as a woodworker, he carves them with extreme realism AMD as an
d artist, paines them. (1 think if he were just a little more religious he could create

For most of his life Jasen has been a careful observer of the variables of the wild-
growing morel. He's honed finding them to both an art and science, the result of
which is he finds bounty encugh to last him all year. He starts the season with an Easter egg hunt with his
two young daughters, afver which they head to the woods, He hunts nearly every day of the season, often
taking time off from work to hunt the sponge-head dawn to dusi.  Soll temperature and moisture, slope,
and habitat are considered. He says the old wives’ tale about finding morels around elm trees is, in fact,
true, but other trees are of interest too — ash, apple, even cedars are worth attention, (He says he spends
as much time looking up for the right trees, as down). Loamy soils are best, but morels can be found in
numbers in all soils, including clay and mined land soils, given the proper conditions, even along road ditches,
Another tip, if you have a particular dislike of ticks, wait until a down-pour. Ticks don't seem to be as preva-
lent. i you don't want to hunt morels in the rain, well, you just haven't asced morels.

Jason doesn't hunt mushrooms commercially, at least not much, although he does have some ideas for
the future. He indicates there are those who make thousands of dollars annually selling them to restaurants,
groceries, and individuals.

He preserves many morels via dehydration, and says after they rehydrate they taste every bit as good as
fresh. He cooks them every way imaginable, but is particularly proud of his soups (f this essay is printed, it
means I've exchanged it for a promised bowl of soup!)

| acrually met Jason via my interest in wood carving. From just a few feet away his deeply incised mush-
room carvings simply cannot be told from the real thing, I've purchased several for gifts. In addition to the
marel facsimiles themselves, he carves beautiful morel-head walking sticks from crape myrtle woed from dis-
carded campus shrubs. He has a booth at Picsburg's bluegrass festival, and will probably visic my old stomp-
ing grounds in southern Indiana next spring for the Brown County Mushroom Festival, near Mashville.

We're trying to snag Jason for an Audubon program prior to next year's season. Contact him for cary-
ings at 620-704-2993. (Please, unless you're his daughters, do not try to follow him around in the woods!)

Steve Ford
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