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NEWS FROM THE

MNewsletter of the Sperry-Galligar Audubon Society

January 2016

Each G kil § FEQOTT AD
Hm|m it tham know what we've
dong in the past year, It's a good opportunicy 1a look
back oe our aceamplishments and to semmareze i
here for oer mermbers,

Wa thank che members for ther partiopation and
for ther attecekings 48 eur manthly mesings. Toml
arrandance 3 meetings is up from 291 the previous
year B 348 rhin past year. On ot ocher hand, dues
parying memberchip in aur loal dhapter his dropped
by thrase i ohve lse chree years. These are “fardy”
mamisershiph, and hiew Lhet wi're counting indiyedu-
ks, those numisers are way up.

HMembars and thi public Scossded madtmgs E-
cause Megan reached out to find an escelént g tap
of pressnters Ggain ks yer, Ve enjoyed programs
o birds from Alaska to the Galipages to the Marisra
lalmets of the Pacific. Closer 1o home, we savw bow
just adding water brings wetlanch §pates 00 Sur ared
s b rnad aboart biuebirds, Morarch buiterfles and
the Red-cockaded YWioodas: ker, john jumes Audubon

eypn paid i 3 wisic, pormayed by 2 frend from Wikd-
cat Gilardess

Cipliz % £ e congracubied for helpieg rake eight
field crips avaiable to our e, In addicon oo
aur annual Swift Might Our and our Christmas Bird
Count, we bad an Ol Prowd st PSU's Mature Re-
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sorve in January and 4 rip e tha Meosho Wiidide
JAraa for warerfow! viewing 5 February, 1n March we
saw shari-sared awh hunorg at dusk at Shawoes
Trail Congervation Area. and & May o Meal led 2
trip ta nearky Prarie Scace Park. Trips oo the Ford's
Farm amd Stefanoni’s Woods Bdge showed Us noL
oedy birds but alve what we can do to invie them ta
Dar e

Wp hested 2 wall-amended wilkdbfe phatagraphy
workshop, Membery helped with Matore Reach's
surmer diy camp bar youngsters. D magr furd-
ratser, the anoval bird seed sale, was quee sucoesshil
Cindy priguced sight beauttul newilsriers B and
the rest of the beard kgt things running smeathiy,

Wi gpsbil money. Ths past year, for the firse 1
time. we oiered scholarships to four local bagh-
srhosal winners of the Eco-Meet i Gresnbush. ¥
ko donated §1 000 1o buy new repule cages for
PELs Matere Reach program, ta Dels can safely
Peiiie g ardkes ik shiws o grade-ichoolery
throughout the area. The good news i that in spee of
theds xperdity Fed. the GrEENmROON remamed in the
tiack and added a cotad of $4.38 1o our bank scoount




Board Meeting Highlights
'Barb Robins, Secretary

Artending: Wayne Backeiman, Megan Corrigan, Steve Ford,
Dwfia Lister, Bob & Liz Mangile, Diane MeCalluim,
Bark: Riobiea
Call To Oriber (Wayne): 605 pm.
Mlimistes: FRead and a
Treasurer's Report {Liz): Cheddng actount halasse of
4, 72080
Annizal Bepoert Sayne has finished it He sumsrarized our
wxpanditures and pointed s chat we had 3 net profic of $4.38,
He will e-madl a POF to Liz and fle it in his président’s noge-
bk
Pragrams: Tonight's was changed due ta & death in the: fami-
by, Stewe commanded Magan for being ecble. |amuary’s mae-
ing will be “The Mature of Mators Reack” and will nclude an
apin house after che program.
PFublicity: E-rail and posters seamed o be the ooy appear-
anoes this month.
Refreshrments: Elma Hure
MNewsletter: Wayne will summarioe hiv anmal report in the
THIECE ridasi

Field Trip: Christimas Bird Count on January |
Birduped Sabe; Bob has arranped for the foek uss of 3 ralier,

Luc Bednekal donsted 100 o either 2 truck rentall oc the

fahe.

Rail Fencs at Sperry-Galligar Property; Since thres
bard members were fat present tonighs. we decided o post:
pone the diacusson. Steve g jams beckground on the
property and its donation m PSLL

Fieering adjoursesd af 5:55,

—

| Financial Statement
Liz Mangile, Treasurer
December 2015
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Eima Hurt and Katring, Chelsea, & Chariotte
Thanks for the refreshments at the
December meeting.

December Meeting Presenter: Murray Balk

Thir carner ol Soucheass Kansas
is full of Boles, Mot of w al-
ity knavey that, but we proba-
by dlie s realien wihat happens
to them unatil we [Htened 10 our
speaker. Murray Balk, head of
thit Surfece Mining
Section of the Kansm Depart-
it ol Heslch and Enveron-
ment. Murriy'i phikisyEion
was entithed, “Caal Mining and the Evircement Environenestal and
la Aspaczs of Coal Mining and Abandossed
mm Reclasmaoon” M;Eirrqu angerered SOme Guisticnd Wi
had on what hapgened afver coal, lead, and Knc mines were abandoned
it Crassfiord Cowsties in gha firse 807 peacs of chi ceemtieth cenoury.
In |9, Kania was one of the first §Gikia 0o pass requirements. far

reclyiming riessd band; then, in 1979, federal reguligions were enamed.
Land used for miming had to meet standards of pre-mine quality, snd

L il was replyced and monitored for thees pears

T:.upu-t af thi hpa:'urmf: Ahandanid Hm:ﬂund Pragram, “high
il hagmrds"—deep drop-olis slong county réad—Fove been ad-
dressed by lewaling the edges 5o that any car driving off the road will
mat fall va a high bhe® imo the sonp pris. Exact amaount of warter arsid
it b mEaivmined, so oftentimes weckind areas @8 crested o com-
porsate for strip pit #dges beng filed in,
Murray dlustrated these procesie by desorib-
ireg the projects sroissd Fostown, the “CQual
Farm™ an 207 Szreet. and the Deer Cresk
irea, Toms haas wene trexbed wieh limae,
and the progects Fvckied hisge sarth-and-
roch-moving actvickes that we pOmEimes

in chis ared.
#Fl:l‘nfgpmr:mlﬁ =t hmm mwolved n replanting reclimed ares
with prawie sesd mives; this spring, milkweed seed wid added oo help
lessen the monarch bunerity habicr decing.

Sudden srkhobis can ooour ot any G and plyce, wd the depam-
rrent treats these 21 emerpencies and swangs inoo “vertcal opening
abaterment programa” An extremn oample of § sudden sinkhole was
it off Galera's Main Streer, which literally sealiowed the Green Par-
ro4 Bar

Murray Bowed eo our Audubon inberens by nteraperiing ~Mame
That Berd™ photos throughour his prevestation and challenging us to
iderify chem. He also miked abois souvices 1o prowect endasgered
bt ipistien (gray and long-rared), which nclude bming project o

| awoud breeding seasoes. and by plamting tress sround replaced water

wreas. By preserving our local Bat specees, the departrment may be able
R a4sist in repapuliting species in the sassern U, 5 which are seversly

decining due to wite nédda symdrome
Mharray was psoflabdy proud of

the fact that ks deparireent has
accosnplsbaed | 2 million dollars’
- worth of reckmation and ababe-

mintd in this lasg few years. He
left 1z with 2 wise sdmorabement
._, ta “Watch Where Yiosa Drive m
CEK."




O Christrmas Bird Cownt party got sldetracked
when we spotted a ning-banded armadilio
reofing anaund in the snow patches of the un-
derbrush by the road. Where | grew up we have
no arrmadillos, Lo 'm fascinated by the strange
creatures. | see legions of armadilip road k8
wictirms, and have seen some at night, but not in
the middle of the day so we watched for a
while, 'When a car came by from the other di-
recthan It jumped a little, but other than that i
juist fooked for insects, seemingly obliviaus to
the bewy of bobwhite guail that happened by.

& Fitle intermel research confirmed that in
the winter armadillos may be active ondy during
the day. They crossed the Fip Grande from Bex-
o Inko Texas in the 188005 and have béen mov-
ing north and east ever since. They are now
encountered &5 far nerth as Omaha and Nation-
&l Becgraphic predecis that they will eventually
rake it east to 'Washinglon, DC, and Mew jer-
sey, They ane annual reproducers, with one fer-
tilized egg dividing 1o produce four idertical
giradruplets. This reproductive strategy s

called polyembryony, and armadillos are the
anly masminals known 0 emplay it 1 means a
fernale armadillo might give birth to awer 50
affspring in her 12-15 yead lifespan, so loak out,
Mesw Jersey, they are comingl

I had heard that armadilios carry leapragy, sa 1
googled that. About 150 Amerkcans get beprosy
Bach year, imosthy while abrosd. A 3012 US
Health and Hurnan Services study found that of
Louisiana leprosy patients who had not been
abiroad, half carried strains of the bacteria that
were genetically similar to the strains carried by
armadilios, and that those strains were diferent
from the strains acguired abroad. About hadl of
those patients stated that they had had contact
with armadillos, same bunting and eating them.
Aesults suggest that it i thearethcally passible
for humans to get keprogy from armadilles snd
although the COC rates the risk of transmission
s low, they urge people ta avoid contact to
minimize the risk. At the came time, leprosy
vaccines are belng tested an armadillos, so they
might zomeday be able to take partial credit for
the eradication of the diseade.

It turns out armadillos 6re wnsque nat ondy in
thesir appearance, but in their bislogy, and their
similarity to humans makes them impartant for
reseanch, | just need to remember that the next
i | get annoyed about them digging up my
yard,

Mggan Corrigan

BIRD SEED SALE SUCCESS
The 55AS Annuzd Birdseod Sahs o i

, 015 waz
anorher sucress. The westher wat warm oot mle day and folo

bl b By mare birdueed when the weather is cold and snowy| Bun
in spite of what appeared o be & slow day wee will matched last years
prodies and & bt mere. The donation of the trafler by Blue Ribbon
Farm & Home and the sale of donamed icems ot dse booth really
helped. 'm so pleased with the: support of owr meambers in ol
aspects of chis avent, |8, donating sale items, volunteering o

smhar §

help ar the baath and at the trafer and their purchase of bird- ==
seed. Thank you once agasn for your support Bob Mangile

Lince vonight's origingl pragram wai canceled due to a famiy death, Megan will reschedubs the cassowary
program, perhaps for tee May plosic. Owr nesn raseting & Januey 38, and Delta Later will give a presans-
tighdapen house on Mabere Reach. The Christmas Bird Count will be on |amiary | et ot the Express

Laine in Scammon at T o A are wisooma,
The annual berd seed sale & des Saterday. Bob Mangle srrenged far the free foan of a tailer for che canside

safe, W still need some afterncon volunteers—che signup sheet i going sround again,  Barb Robins

Sightings......




Apgplication for Memberihip
Sperry-Galligar Auduban Sockety

For_first-time Mational Auduben membership. send 32000 and bocoms
a mernbir aof both organaatians, receie & coples of Audubor Magazine annually and

& copies of Sperry-Gallgar Newsletter. Plagee moke yowr check (n: SpermyGolipar
HEST: TIME mermber

oy P

vl Auiibon ongd sherrp-Laligor

o

For only local or renewal membership. serd $15.00 for membership of
Sperry-Galligar Audubor sod recee the 8 newsletters par year informing you ofl all
our local acovitios. Plegse

REREWING meamber of e eal chogler (7 500

Fuature Mational Audubon renewali; o Suhibon s o
ity b MR
il 1
Sperry-Galllgar Audubon Society
#14 E, Atkinson Ave
Pittsburg, Kantas 66T61-0205

Flizase Print

Adress

Cry : S
Phoee

a-mail addreds

Events &
Miscellany

*

Misws grrived that Bhee Vaid, (97 years old) long
ume scthve member of o Southeast Kansas Audu-
Bon Chaprer m Parzons, passed wewy. Some mem-
kers of gur chapoer kneer her quite well belore
Sparry-Galigar Chapeer vwid stablished in scatheast
Karss, For years she drove io central Kinaad for
meetngs with the Kansas Audubon Coundl. At 93
shi chiowght thar she shauld limit hir drives oo the
siate meetings, but @il kepe informed of sate Audu-

bon discemsans. Talk about o ide-long learmer]

Sperry-Galligar Awdubon Sockety
HMewslerter
1§ Afkineon Bve.

Piotsburg. KS 86761
tMeetings are held the last Thirday of the

pepngh. Mo mestings in June july, or Adgust.

Mow/Dec meeting date (o be annoonced,
8 pm to ¥ peny, In Room 101, Yates H

PSU Campus, Piotsburg, K5,
Aslreshmentd served. Guesty welcame.

WYisit our websibe:

'||.l|:-.'-_.|.--|.';.--r_.1IE|E;| CEMT

i Pay membership dues in September, Please consider paying local membership
AttEﬂtlﬂﬂﬂ]l dues. Dur chapter receives wo% of the local dues only, HOWEVER, you can sub-
scribe to both, Either way you get the newsletter.

Members
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Many thanis o chem all,

birds were right!

of you know, the Nagond Audubon Society's
strmas Bird Cownc is dthe oldest "cltizen scence™ on-

dedvar in the country — | 16 yewrs-old dhis ssason.  The local
Spuchease Kansas Mined Land Cowne is 1& yvears ofd, officially
begirning on December 30, 198%. s clder than the Sperry-
Galligar chapoer, which now sponsors i Cindy and | were on
that first count (we were only ten pears oldl along with that
statwart |oplin birder and buebird EHpart, Larry Herbert. 've
bean stapling cha partcipart rosters tagether for the luse 20
yEirs, sEmrtng in 996, Larry is on chac | 9% list as well, and 7t
alsa includes ocher dedicased graybescds swch as Bod and Liz
Mangile gnd Mavis and Ray Benner, All of these kolks wers in
che Bald agaim lase Mew Year's Day counting birds. The total
participant couwnt was 13, |r5-|:|u|h1gl-m.r froim |:h-|juph1 areE,

hy gt up early every Mew Year's Day (for us] to do dhis
seuff, year after year. and socasionally in some rough winber
weather! Azide from the scientific value of very long-term data-
gachering by many thousands of observers ower all of Morth
Asmerica, il continwes to be interestng on a bocal level o Bnd
what's out thera (birds are easy w see in midwinter), it keeps
cair birding skills sharp, snd it realfirms that even in nanure’s
queet time bird life is sl vibramt.  Trwe, the oweral reduts are
cften peemy similer pear-to-year — for example, the most com-
mnf{mmm}ﬂﬂdﬁ%ﬁrﬂrﬂd—rm
Ewlly yadr there are surprisss.  Tha year the most comiman
sparroyw was MOT the white-crown, bug the savannsh, which
wis not repormed it all last year. Wiy the difference! | don'e
ke H:ﬁfwmmmmtmm:ﬂru—
son; maybe the 48 observers were looking lelt last year, and the

These snomalies are one reson people go looking. This
year the proup smw &0 species, versus 57 last year, Prepoy

similar —as was the weather, which can be a major variable. The
observaticn affort was a biv stronges this year — |3 participants
(28.5 howurs and |64 miles) versus last year's 8 particpangs (19,5
haurs, |17 milas), Some ather nmrestng diferences were
these: Mo killdeer this year (11 last year): ondy 3 grebes this
yaar (12 last year); ro oodar waxeings this year | |24 luse pear).
The thing about waxwings s that il you s=e one, you're going o
seg dozens, Only peo of the four groups last year sae ary, bue
thee groaips that did see them saw bundhes. | Found some wood-
pecker mumbers noteworty: this year we saw about kalf as
iy Ped-bellien oy last year (35065), bist twice as many fickers
{55/15).
substance to these diflerences! Ay real rends?

Probably mot in moss cases, but W encugh pecple pee simias
numbers gver dme, differences might be real, and the reasons
for tham can be assessed,

This year ouwr group’s (Cindy, Delia, and mae} “best bird” was
i specticular look at a bens-filling, sun-drenched pileited woad-
pecher thac was viclonthy hamamering away at an innocent green
ash tres, making the splneers fly. On the other side of the size
spectrum for woodand birds was a licde brossm cresper. We
iw the only one seen by any group thes pear and st Alwaps
fun 1o snag these ow of 3 dense woods. Least | be acoused of
miﬂmrmﬁmﬂ:mmmhjlmmurd bald

» o wenr did fined skt wen think is an sagle's nest ngar the

Maaghs River. We want to revisit it in the sprirg. Vet another
nice sight was thag of a covey of boberhives picking cheir way
through an cpen woods like barmyard chickens. Often we don't
e arry quail at all, so chis was fun

The pimbsers are sent to both the Madonal Audubon Sodety
for pubbcation in American Birds, and o tha Kansas
Cirnichologheal Sociery for pubication in their Bulletin.
Thanks e Diwlia Liscer for har computer belp toward this end,

Temip, 23-80 [ liitle wired, U3, bakes and sireams mesdy frozen, B open bald i@ the &G, ne seow cnor. Surey all dory. Thivieon ahsereers in § parmes. T-3% o

4000 pm, Tolsl pany bows by car. 265, by Fan; 10, Destincr by car 16105, by foot: 129

L Indrvidomls 6291 (Meedvers' Bavis Bemns,

Ry Benner, Wanme Bod diman, Megan Corigen, Cindy Pord, Steve Fosd (compiler), Collins Binvnes, JTovee Haytesi, |swrener: Flierhert, Dichs Lo,

Fliznteh Mengile, Roben Mongik, Billie Molsns

|6k Caroada prasas

& Vo] ekl

|45 b aThand

i Hrihem shoveler

1% Dk sy

| E Furihem bobaahine

4 W wirkesy

1 Fred-=alled

4 Cipgal hiw: heron

£ Mo R er

| Campper's hawds

1 Hald eaghe

e B LETIH i

11 Hed-imled hrwik

! Hawrlan' s ded-ladled hawk
50 Bock pigeon (fzral pigeon)
| Eursmian sullared dovs
132 Mouming dove

| Carpl hawmed ol

1 Harred ol

1§ Ked-hended woodpecker

X5 Wi -belled woodpecker
I Velkera-bellied dapaische
15 Dz wuodpe e

| Hairy soodpedies

22 Wonhern Madker

£ Paeaied wassdpecker

2R A reeivai kexred

4 Logpehesd shnks

114 Blug jay

B0 AT (L LR

&S Hoengd lark

43 Caroling Chickaides

41 Tulied vitous

¥ Whma-hressted rathaich
| Fifirss (reeper

T aroling wren

| Hmhy-srewned kinghet
47 Easiem blishind

|4 Amerizen robm

26 Mo miocknghind
570 Curopean sinrling,

I Welhra-ramped washler
14 Tree spamow

b Feeld sparrees

13T Dhigth-gywd paneo

143 e -crowmed SparTow
B3 Harrii's parsire

| & Whitg-throsiod sparmow
167 Savarnsh sparrioe

| Lincodn's sparmow

14 Swamnp partoes

147 Miwihem cardinal

| #hl Red-winged blakhinl
50 Famtrrn mesdow [k

S Cmmicn gEackle

1§ Brown-hemled cowhind
1120 Hleckhind ap

4 Hauss finch

25 Amencan goldfinch

S Mot spavirm
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