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MISS RUTH BROWN
.+« Fired because

By DAVID MILLER
Of The Tribune Btaff

BARTLESVILLE, Sept. 16—0p-
posing forces are lining up strength
for a showdown In one of the most
heated controversies - ever to rock
this northern Oklahoma community.

Smwoke from the battle, whi
began  last Pebruary, clouds many
of the issues, but it 15 apparent that
the central figure is Miss Ruth
Brown, 58-year-old former city M-
brarian.

She was fired July 25 by the|
city commission after nearly 31 years
of public Ubrary service. The com-
mission elaimed Miss Brown, a soft-
zpoken. white-halred woman, was
ousted because of insubordination.
Friends of Miss Erown deny that
{this was the real reasom.

| Now the fight has been taken
to district comrt where 8 hearing
wii be held October T before
Judge James T. Shipmsan, !
|

The ruckus began last Pebruary |
at a meetlng of the clty com-|
ston when a group of ltizens |
pared before the comumistion and|
d that ceriain magszines T:'
Iibrary be examined to see ”1

|

[#41

[they were subversive or comminls- |

e, The magarines were Natlom,|
| ¥ew Republic and Soviet Russia Ta=!
Ay e i

te lthrary board, composed of
5, was miked by the com-
on Lo
Those who brought up the issue alsg)
ware piven permission to investigate,
the Hterature.

meeting there was
on of Miss Brown's
activities regarding
for Mezroes, but the
4 this matier Inckiental
nzine Issoe.
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_ s "She was insubordinate™

Ja. large crowd, and I had policemen

check the periodicais.’
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-~ An hear later she was notifted.
that she had been fired.

Om August 7 an estimated 150
persons attended a meeting of the
commissloners. Supporters of Miss
Brown asked why she had been
fired.

“T just kept my temper, which
i{s ynusual for me, and sald nothing.”
Mayor Dunaway seid, “We expectad

with tear gas bombs at the dance
hall where the meeting was held in
case there was trouble.”

A spokesman for the friends of
Miex Brown sald the mayor was
asked if she was fired becauss of
her racial views. ot

“He sald no,” the spokesman
recalled. “He said the same thing|:
when asked if she was fired because
of the magazine controversy. When|.
asked Uf she wat flred because ofl:
ingubcrdination he seld that might!
be the resson. S |

“He couldn't clte any apecific |
instences of Insabordination when |
pxked to do 50" the spokeaman |
anld, !

Or Sepiember 12 the backers of;
Miss Brown filed suit to have the)
new liorary ordinance declared void
and Lo have the ald law relnstated.|

Maver Dunsweay claimed the!
¥ of the citipens are behind|
rommissjon,

Tt B

“Miss Brown's backers are josi
a minority, about 200 people,” he

| =aid.

s

wboutl  evenly
they sald.

“The town
over the maller,”




board also said that in |

s
gla.t.lun and New Republic u:m
¢ kept in the library. It did say
however, that Soviet Russia Today,

an  acknowl ssian rnpl,l
ganda O‘rﬂ'l.l': it p .

llbrary shelves, L

The citizens’ report, emn
ihu three mtxuir?:s. md nmfurtlsg
he Negro Digest as subversive. A

Jproper quadl
peop q ICALLONS,

VI e

“They can't get a Ubrarian be I
causs lnloh :?::r ;'I.':l ":frk umilu- the;
Brovn's friends wid. e

eanwhile the magazines which
:ter& nnﬁer fire are still avallable
e lbrary. They are not out In

Iater report by the committee added

Consumer's Report to the
magazines that should be re:nuotre?f

The ciiy commisslon appar-
eanily took no metfon. While the
investigation was belng made by
the board, flles of Nation and New |
Eepublic were taken from !ht‘l

. public reading room while thelr |
| contents were studied, i

] On June 14 th :
| ¢ city commis-;
Jalon adopted =)
iabolished the o JSrdinangs :
land sex Up & new one. Under thel
lald law the library board supervised|
the hiring and firing of library em-
plores, and board members & !
for staggered pericds of time. The;
new law givea the cit commission |
fuil control over the lbrary. Em-
ployes may be {ired without &
statement of cause for removal.
Om July 10 the city commission-
ers announced dissolution of the old
Ilurary board. composed of Russell
W. Davis, Olga A. Beecher, George
1. Cade, Darlene A. Essary, Effie
H. Fricburger and Richard Kane.
The coenimission also named the
jnew board. whose members are E.
E. Christopher, Mrs. Lloyd Lynd, Drt.
Elizabeth Chamberlin, Don Koppel,
Russell Blachly and George Cohrs.
Mavor E. S. Dunaway, serving
his f{ifteenth year on the commis-
sion. gave this reason for the ouster
of the old board:
“Nohody could remember how
leng they were suppossd to serve, so
wa decided the easiest way to han-
dle it would be to appoint an en-
tirely new board. We told all.the
members that was why they were
replaced.”

s, Darlene Essary. former
board member, and a strong sup*
porter of Miss Brown, sald that
. {he memhers were given no reRson
why Lhey were replaced.

"We simply got a letter thank-
ing us for our service and saying
th:; we had been replaced,” she
sald.

A new phase of the battle de-:
iveloped July 25 when Miss Brown:
was called by Mavor Dunaway Lo
atrend on executive session of the |
reenunission. [
. ~It was a roulile matter.” he‘l
eaid, “We just wanted to make SUre]
ihmat she oas the right person to run’
the library.” :
] He admitted that talk about!
‘afiss Brown's activities enucerningi
Wegroes Wwas One Teason for the in-
Jerview. . |
! “{iss Brown’s backers say her be-!
liefs that Negroes should have equal;
opportunities have nothing 1o dol
{with her lob of running the Mbrary.|

wa: that meering she told us
that she would answer gquestlons,
about operation of the library orally.’
|But any questions about her personal!
1 would be answered in writing if
suhmitted to her i writing.

wghe. an employe of the ity
feommission, spoke tO us ihat Way.
We considered ihat {nsubordina-

afias Brown said no stenographer
aas ar the meeting lo take down
tie questions asked ner. She said
o of the guestlons ssked per-
¢ her zizociation with HNe-
AgTHement wiil Lhe

=4 on the mAaler ol

the open, but Miss Lasley wil puill

jthem out from under the counter|

for anyone who asks for them.
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