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Bette Dams Star| _of
F:Im at Nnrmanéie !

B |
5} msm . rvr.rgm
I their {film cal » Itnrrn
Center,” Julian| Blanstein
and Danlel Ta h | have
tackled a theme tisdqdra
Iro:m the coals o!Enul L'ring

nflict and politi pr.u
Arieri-::an life
- reedom f.o
nlqculate ideas the| dam-
age that |can be done to an
individual and to alcommunity
when this medom abridged.

The issue preserited in this
pleture, which e to the
MNormandie on Saturday, |s
that of a woman librarian who
re{uses to remo lJn
called  "The mmunist

cam” from her public 1i-
brary [when the city coundil
tells her to. As a ¢onsequence
of | her refusal, dne of the
councllmen 1mp lies she| is la
“Red,” which le to her dis-
chirge as llbraridn andl her
belittlement |n the community,
From all that is evident lin the
picture, the lady is|innocent pf
the charge. ! |

the theme of

Stated thus blunfly, the
issue  appears |undt'|'nin.hj:r
stacked, and no unir- outside
rabid scare-head, Js likely fo
aay the lady h nol been
cruelly used. The| villajny of
the councilman, thus puti forth,
s as plain as if he stroked!a
~ black muslache, L L

Yet this is the why producer
Blaustein and wrltl‘:ra rector
Taradash have st he is-
sue—bluntly, And cvenj more
bluntly, they have| shown the
sheeplshness of the citizens in
shunning the libfarian. No
subtle or tenuous t:ln:um-
stances as might be llltel
such a situation are tout:
and thus the cris

sCcems
a roal- life issue an mh
thetical r.ue
Thu is too i ]
and cou of e
men| wh-a made film n t '
nnly are to be co 1en 4

They have open )|
that| is touchy and urgent fin
contemporary life| It shoyld

JS t !hl Centerﬁ
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llﬁ:ﬁ ‘l‘trl.d.l.lh IM Elick .IEE
" Fhotate |

bfu!m Blaustein: a P
pr':-uu L Hf Columbila, At

ﬂnih:h FHull ..... « Belle Dﬂh- |
Paul Durru. :.-', ) Brian Keith
riha. Lockridee
Hudge Robert Elhrbt
e Slater .
eorpe (Slater .......
Ll-l;:' later '..-i.. ak
efing boceens
Sartin ... Curtis Coolagy
1'4': {:mnbl.uw. o H.{h:ﬂ Ralfeito
'I'I.rrt:lnd esunss. Edward Platt
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be pmsented so adroitly that
it \:i:uld fascinate and move
people deeply.

Furthermore, they have g'ut
ifrom | Bette Davig a fearless
and forceful performance as

iddle-aged widowed li-
ra an who stands by her
%ﬂutﬁﬂ' Miss Davis mukes
prim but stalwart lady.
?{u:ﬁm and| credible. Brian
eith as| the councliman who
"smears” her stems an im-
proyising actor in her shade,
and Paul Kelly looks an intel-
lectal mistit as her euﬂy:
P'ialaipuln.ted friend.

Finally, Messrs. Blaustein’
and, Taradash do put a stern
thought in this fllm, which is
that the fears and w-r.plcions'
of ¢ur age are most likely to
corrupt and 'scar the young.
By showing the effect of the
fulminations  of a narrow-
minded father upon his sensi-
tve, hookish son, they sug-
est the unrealized peril of
exténding contemporary ter-
rors into tomorrow. And by
having this boy, in his confu-
:dun, gel fire to the library,

z point up the lrony of
-burning | in a tmnchl.nt.
n.,pn;:at}*ptlc whY.

'.I-tmh:ver agu.in the r.lmais
is thuch better than the put-
ting forth of it. The visualiza-
tlon of this drama is clumsy
and abrupt| And neither Joe
Mantell ag the father nor
Kevin Coughlin as the boy sct
wlth the natural mannerisms
;hld l.:nxietiuu of trul:; upﬂet-

r. Blausteln and Mr. Tirn.-l
e tried: nobly, but
ave falled to develop a

S

at whips up dramatic
t]|:or flames with
| Eppul rt of s




