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July 27th, 1950

Mrse Je Re Dale,

Miss Lucy Ann Zaboock,
Oklahoma Librery Cormmission,
Oklehoma City, Oklahomas.

Dear Mrs. Dale and Miss Umbeoock:

As you will note I am no longer able te write
to you on the stationery of the Bartlesville Public Library.
The City Conmissioners passed a new library ordinence with an
emergency clause, their customary practice, end eppointed on
July 10th en entirely new boards The new ordinence places
control of the library in their hends, the board being a mere
firurehead, end approval of library content end personnel is
in the hends of the cormmissioners, a very poor practice.

I had no personal regrets at the ending of
this phase of my community service, being hopeful that this
action would be all and that the present personnel of the
litrary would be undisturbed. llowever, I em sorry %o report
that the Commissioners passed a resclution Tundn.;z night efter
an interview with Miss "rown sgreeing to "relieve" her of her
duties at once. Newspaper reports zive every indication
that this sction was determined before the meeting. In view
of 31 years of loyel service she is to be paid her salary to
the end of Augustd IMrs. Riggs, our First Assistant-Librerien,
resigned in sympathy yesterday morning, end several student
assistants have indicated they intend doing the seme. The
library is being kept open by the City Manager's secretarys

The members of the previous loard, who have
been trying to counsel Miss Brown, have sugpested that she
write irmediately to tho new President of the American Library
Asscclation. lie discussed this matter with her at lormen and



Yras Je Re Dﬂlﬂ’
Miss Lucy Ann Baboock,
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asked that she keep him fully informed.

Various actions have been suzrested and I hope
the community will be sufficiently arcused to practical and
constructive Lehavior. . If I can answer any aquestions or supply
newspaper clippings or other material, please feel free to call

‘upon me.

Sincerely,

~ R. W, Davis
RWD/S
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The Bartlesville Enterprise, July 27, 1950.
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