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While
siezing in
cur patic
swing on
May 19,

20121

=

noticed that a lone large black ant was
near my feet. | recalled seeing it during
the past few days and my curicsity got
the best of me. Allow me to explain.
OK? This was a single black ant, not a
caravan of ants. There were only a few
other large black ants on the concrete
scattered about but this one, | named
Leon, caught my attention. Mormal
folks go fishing, watch movies, play cards
and never miss a public event but | en-
joy observing nature, (I've never been
accused of being “normal™ Please read
i
? :Ifu.':n here is the skinny on the lone
large black ant (probably a sterile female
Carpenter Ant). Vvhen we sit in the
patio swing we swat flies that pester us.
And it became apparent that the ant
would come to the swing and get the
dead flies and carry them back to its
nest. After realizing what was taking
place | began to offer the dead flies to
the ant from the corner of the flyswat-
|ter. It became a game. It hauled the
dead fly to its nest and a few minutes
[later ic came walking back to et an-
other fly. After it hauled away 6-8 flies |
was summoned away and when | re-
turned | asked my wife, Liz, if she had

been careful not o step on Leon. She
said that Leon took about five more flies
from her offerings.

During my watch at least one other
large black ant crossed in front of the
swing but it continued on into the grass,
apparently not aware of the bounty of
dead flies it passed. Or, perhaps, each
one had a predetermined route, like a
mail carrier. We seem to understand
why a fox returns to the hen house for
a meal or a hummingbird returns to a
sugar feeder but ants aren’t really
d*lﬂUﬁht of as intelligent critters.

| have no rational explanation as to
how a likely fermale ant was given the
name Leon! <smile> One would think
that Leon would be an uncle to some
ants in the colony but in fact Leon could

have been an aunt ant! Go figure!

Facts: Carpenter ants belang to the ge-
nus Camponotis, These large ants are
excavators, not wood feeders and are
s0 named for their skill at constructing
their homes from wood. Maost build
their nests in dead or decaying trees or
logs. though they do also inhabit land-
scape timbers and wooden structures,
including people’s homes. They are most
active at night and will forage for honey-
dew - the sweet. sticky excrement left
behind by aphids. They'll also eat fruits,
plant juices, other small insects and in-
vertebrates, grease or fat, and anything

sweet, like jelly or syrup. # # #

i




Board Meeting Highlights
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March Audubon Presentation
Matt Gearhart

Attending: Meagan Doflee, Cindy Ford, Delia Lnter,
Baob & Lo Mangile. Diane MoCalkemn, Barh Robies,

Erramsest & Buch Sulivan,.

Call To Order (Ma M pm

Treasurer's Report 1 Checking account balance
of $4,500 87

Maxt Prograrm: Dela will present

Field Trip: Mothing presencly scheduled
Eisication Trip Geared to PSL Stidents; Thers
Wk NG PESpORGE o 's Facebook inquiry
Racing Turthes: Dwfia digpliped an almost-camplined
Proocyps, Al goon a3 the Bnishes it the wil contact
the newspaper for a scory and will schiedule & presen-
caoion. She kvboed SGAS for $44, 19 5 companiston
ler supples to make the twrtles: moved, seconded, and
1 wpsd

8 ol Oicers: We nped o apport a corenmnles
to present names to elect a3 president and wice presi-
dent for ree yoar.
May Picnic: Homer Cole center & rented: we wall

furnih chicken. and members will brng sides. Canna
Smich will make 3 presenmoon om photographieg wikd-

litsx

Peliptang Siljonirmgd ag 615

D0R PRITES

Ermrmetic Suliwan, ¥West Meseral won a bow of Gard
Sonut cooloes as well as Meagan Dulffer, Mewda, FO,
kg b b Beoiveb. A rrieag drink e, B Bagry Bird
furmeees was won by Linda Phipps, Galena. “Gaood
Birders don't Wear White™ book was mien Rame by

o Beauirmanmilbe, Fieraburg

Financial Staterment
Liz Mangile, Treasurer

March 2013

Beginnimg Balance . F4507 a5
Dehits
Miwesletter, room far Chuck O, refrish-

mers, K5 Mative Planc Sociery mem-

Ership
[ Tl oo R T Y
Credits
Licerad ik, ane msals
17 i R M P o g de 1 F 400
463084

Iﬁn].ilfmtn! R

Wi were highly privileged
to have Matt Gearhart
Sharsmee, visk w5 and share
the bruieg ol his "Birding.
Somsthern Eouador™ erip in
the form of narration, phao-
o8, W inkErneT gl
Matt = one of the foremoss
birders m Karsas and is
currently the viop president
of thee Kandas Ornithalogcal Sy
Sooety and trestee for - =
Aydignon of Kansas = . -

Eeusdor s the sive of T
Colorado, bt there is mo counary in thi waorkd richier in Babist varty i
rumber of speces (16000, WWhils we are thrilled to see Seven species of

kery in Southesst Kanaas, Eouador has 531

Fart saw 561 bard specees and experienced in g maers ilbeen diyy § tremen-
daii wirasty of etvircaements, incleding coasiz. mangrove swamps. moaane
cloud forests, arnd sorub deserts, tropical foreses, e¥in (high-alinese) wnd

deciduous foresos.

Wyhile it was Feghly incerestng and imformaciee o see dee colorful birds and
ther habeaes, Hao gave us 2 bonus by narrsting and showing the places ke
iyed, thi towns he visited, snd the pecple and culteres he observed. Beng
transported o the eguator on a dhilly March evening was an experence hard

to beeat Barts Rabis

| General Meeting Happenings

March 2013

Bird Sightimgs: Broad-winged huwk, Turkey valktures, Pelicam, Purple mar-

Lind, L ipdai WEAEEINES
Ve need nomeaang real Bie Mo next pear'y pridadant Wl vion peedi-

dent
The picric will B May 30 ar che Homes Cole Cener.  Chacken will be
furnished; pleass bring indes. Donna Smith will do 2 prstentatsan on phto-

graphing wildbfe
Mext month's program will beoon bird 1D-ing by Dola Lisner.
Thanks I:ijuh- Harthey for her danation of H) bowes of Girl Scour cocloes,
Oz af our members, Diane MoCallum bag Bad o novel, Oagider, pu-
lished, and it & available st Hastings and amazcs com (pret and e-boak]
Wicky Cassady annownced thar the joplis chaprer will host a program by
Brian Davi. M58U, on b fvohstion of Brdy oo April |1 at the Wildeat

Gilaes NBUPe o biss
Bart Bobea
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WHAT TO WEAN WHEMN
BIRDING by Martha Price

#pgid arpthing thar refiecs in
the LY. Avoid braght calars ai a
grneral rube. Syl wearing white
Do wemar camie and subdusd colors
that macch natursd surrcasdisgs,
#aprcilly whan yoa msend o s
il Sitting st fredded nod anly
that you are seabed. but also that
you Pake yoursell appear as small
&t poaiible and pour ared and
hizad are also still. Restrict pour
besdy movements at all imes. Keep
thig in mind wisen krwiosanching,
oo When you do move. mowe

[ slewly amd smooty. Avoid jerky
| el Facd ol

Disrug the outhne of your Bace
wdl . VWear a bar or a base-
ball cap, to help hide pour fete and
eyes from birds. Use your periph-
eral wikian GG Shadk Pk, Mever
stare at 3 berd unley it © pee

HUTHATCH SHOPPIMNG
SPREE by Larry Herbert

White-
breasted
futaieh
. males and
eriualis
are detin-
guishahie.
T rrake
has a meach |
darksar
cap. Twa
al chem werz in oy Daccyrd e
mormng. | gave
mryzedf a haw trem since ary ey
Fuir wis permng shabby and |
tomsed it oul Back ko the Birds
Sure enough the male picked up &
tuly af it and fiev 1o 2 cavity in che
meghbor's ypard. | mesticn tha
e | thoughe chat anly the fe
ik Bkl ghe Resl in chi mit-
fatch waorld, Lim— wall ek friy
Rreratire kether.  Hair cut looks
L]

iry e shimk a c@andid camera view.
Thee paint of this & thst s e
wirat cokor clothing yow have, i |
youir big ole rownd face is sticking
aut e & feon sign then you've |
failed to pay abtention to the jiry
al you that srands out the most o
ek,
Too mary Berders see
"ipenticn’” mosersents then think
they have to pet 3 good look be-
fore the bird & gore. They diont
realiee that in doing so they are
actualy pushing the bird oo By,
Learn o be patient. We ke up
ferding because we W 1o STop
1o smell the rode, then we Jot 50
camght up in fist-and-run birding we
il niFeer mke e o sl che
rodes, Brdwatching i the BEity
that enCourages us U6 UIE cur me
you are up bo, Frequently murm 1o ook clossly an birds for mone
your hegd and body away. looking  than ther field marks. (Taken in
aff 4 their side of the berd, and then gt from Abous Birding com)
peth out from under your cip 1o

species that i known i acoept
scres, e, exghes. Look off o the
side of the bird sbour 30 degroes
and pan acrodd 10 I0 degrees. on
the other sde of it stopping anky
long anough oo caprune a look.
Then leak aywiy, W6 do & g
Learm “maention” monements. and
st for o while i the bird is be-
hawing as if it might Sy Afer i

n g}
m'!ﬁ:umﬂ'hn?nm
able youp were the kst time: yo
noticed somecne staring i ¥ou
This i the case for birds also -
iy ok b e wihd IS loodking
back. They know to watch for
piiring ey and the ones that are
siill alive are pood L. The bird
an & branch looking back 32 you &
kaaking al your &yes o see what

WHAT BIRDS

| COOPER'S HAWHK BUFFET
[ by Cindy Ford

[ Wabching a bird feeder can b fun
| since a great diversey of brds can ke
| s madily fromn o windows. Unfor-
| narately, several birds during the

| hisgght of the feading season hic the

| windows sinok they detit & "way

| through the wedow™. Most, | have
 to say, ore Fairly resilien, They may

| b scunned for a few minutes. bt

bl et ey, Mo k- e O

| i wak 2 bird chat had cried co go through the howse — withaut suc-

| ceas. | was seanding ot the wimsdow oo wee what the fare of that bird
iw:s when [ looked wp to see 3 Cooper's hiek S8tag an & brench very
niiar the window. | did not move, orying 1o fade into the: backgrowund of
e hawk's parception. |t parched there Tor Sewdral minuoes hﬂl:l-l"
around. CF cowse all of the berds had beft the foeder, 5o | tBaiught the
hawk vt waiteg uneil one bird made the mismbke o visit the feeder |
again, Suddenly the hawk fvwapt off & pantch, pweoped Sown Quickny |
ner the house, picked up the urfortunate window-hit, bird, snd Ris off |
with this bird. What an opponunist! The Cooper's hawk had probably
seen the bird degp, 18 il wal sdiar & hond that Bird than o oy o

grab an acove one from the fesder. |t is chese unexpected moments of |

hirdwitching char keeps the “sport” Seresting, |

Thanks o Megan Corrigan and Vicki Cassedy for the refreshments a the last mesting. W pou wold e
£ Ml 'with refreshments ac che meeongs, please comiact Lis Masgie 1o ger demils. I you need wo Snd out if

pos are alrwady o theb kst for thi w.phtdﬂh”ﬁ?mm




Application for MHemberihip
Sperry-Galllgar Asdubon Society

For firt-time Mational Auduboen membership. send $20.00 and become
a mpmber of both arganEations. recemee § copies of Aadbon Magarinn snnually amd

B copies of Sperry-Gallgar Mewilsar, Pieose mote youwr check toc Sperry-Coligor

A Wt ao Bermme o FRRST - TIME sher i ¢ FMorraol AnkEi's: 1l e aleere

For only ksl or renewal membership, send 51500 for memberthip of
Sporry-Galigar Awdubon and recesen the 8 eswalecers per year informng you of all
our bocal activitkes, Phogse make your chack e Sherry-Gofipar Audbdaon

ENEWIN ' I o b (51 5.0

Futurs Matkonal Audubon renewaly Sl Sodaban sl

il va
Sperry-Galligar Auduban Society
PO, Box T0%
Fittabwrg, Kanias b&TH1-0105
Piezize Pring
Mame s
Adoress o
City o . B
|| Frone o

& a-mad aiddress . =

Events,

D ¢ 2

Miscellany

Audubon May Picnic

Dur Play ponic will be Fay 30 from 500 P9 ol
00 PH wt Homer Cole Commeniny Cromter the
faine plicn v had it dhis last couphe of pears. Tha
chub willl bary the chicken. In arder o wi b0 ke
mevey aich chichen o order there will be a lat sent
argund 3 our Speil meetegg, Fow cenoalo ol Lie
Hangie at X31-3117 or emad Liz weth the nfiorma-

et al Eawnmsowerkafrox ner

RACE A BETTER TURTLE

Diefia Lister, Bob Mangle, and Syhva
Schulize have constructed wooden nertles oo
use for races imstead of deploying live box

Sperrp-Galligar A pdubon Sackary

Iﬂ El Mewsherner
PO, Box 105
A2 prresburg, KS b4T62

Meetings are held the kst Tharsday
of the month. Mo meeetings in june July, or fu.

@

Uh R

Tr"‘l"!"@

gut. [ Mov/Drec mesting dats 00 be announced)
Fram 7500 pm ta ¥ pm, 0 Room |02, Yates

Hall, PSU Campus, Pitaburg, K5,
Refreshments served and Guest s Whele aime.

Wisit our website:

|' | "__||'.|. .:||||.. CCHm

Attention All
Members

Pay miemberchip dues in september, Please consider paying local membership
dues. Our chapter receives wo% of the local dues only,. HOWEVER, you can sub-
scribe to both, Either way you get the newsletter.
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