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Brief History of Open Access (OA)

* Origins of Open Access

« Number of Open Access Journals
« Technology

« Copyright

« Peer Review

* Predatory Open Access Journals

* Types of Open Access

 Article Processing Charges (APCs)

 Initiatives: OSTP Mandate, Transformative Agreements,
cOAlition S Plan S, Open Access Memberships



Why is Open Access Important?

* Provides Access to Needed Information Worldwide
» Increased Opportunities to Publish Research
» Increased Usage & Citations

 Fulfills Funding and Other Agency Requirements
 NIH, cOAlition S Plan S, and OSTP

* OA Very Important at PSU
« Dark Side of Open Access Journals



OSTP Mandate

« OSTP Memo (dated August 25, 2022) Applies to
Research Supported by Federal Funding and Mandates
it Be Freely Available Without Embargo

 Criticisms
« Unsustainable APCs, for Some

« Lack of Sufficient Funding from Some Funding
Agencies, Institutions

« Recommendations for Universities to Stop
Subscriptions and Pay for Open Access Publishing

* Options?



Transformative Agreements

 First Transformative Agreement Found in ESAC
Transformative Agreement Registry 2014

« Disadvantages

« Sometimes, Not Sustainable
» Costs
 Limitations



cOAlition Plan S

 COAlition S - International Consortium of Research
Funding & Performing Organizations Committed to OA

 Plan S, Launched in 2019, Effective in 2021
« 10 principles
 Mandates That Research Supported by Public & Private
Grants Be Freely Available Without Embargo
 Criticism & the Response (2019)
* Plan S Letter



Open Access Memberships

« Several publishers offer open access memberships
 For some Publishers, There are Discounts on APCs for Researcher Authors
* More Predictable Pricing Than Transformative Agreements with No APC Limits
« OA Memberships are Possible Viable Alternatives to Transformative Agreements

« Some Publishers with OA Memberships
« ACM https://www.acm.org/membership/membership-benefits
« ACS https://www.acs.org/membership/member-benefits.html
- IOP https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/paying-for-open-access/
« Royal Society https://royalsociety.org/journals/authors/open-access-membership
« Sage https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/open-access-agreements

 Taylor and Francis https://librarianresources.taylorandfrancis.com/open-research/choose-
open-access/journal-memberships

« https://pdx.pressbooks.pub/libraryopenaccessguide/chapter/open-access-memberships/

« https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2009/11/09/open-access-memberships-are-libraries-
paying-too-much/

« https://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/openaccess/ufinvests



https://www.acm.org/membership/membership-benefits
https://www.acs.org/membership/member-benefits.html
https://publishingsupport.iopscience.iop.org/questions/paying-for-open-access/
https://royalsociety.org/journals/authors/open-access-membership
https://us.sagepub.com/en-us/nam/open-access-agreements
https://librarianresources.taylorandfrancis.com/open-research/choose-open-access/journal-memberships
https://pdx.pressbooks.pub/libraryopenaccessguide/chapter/open-access-memberships/
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2009/11/09/open-access-memberships-are-libraries-paying-too-much/

What's Next?

« Is Open Access for All Journals Possible?

 Criticism of cOAlition S Plan S, Transformative Agreements, OSTP Mandate,
OA Memberships, and OA Journals

Conflicts Between OA Initiatives?

Increasing Number of Open Access Journals

Increasing Amount of OA Research Published Due to Various Initiatives

Need to Educate Faculty & Researchers About Open Access
« Various OA Initiatives
 APCs, Predatory Open Access Journals, Peer Review
« How to Locate Download & Citation Data

OA Usage Data



References (General)

Anderson, R. (2023) The American Chemical Society offers a new twist on the article processing charge: an interview with
Sarah Tegen. The Scholarly Kitchen, https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2023/10/02/the-american-chemical-society-offers-a-
new-twist-on-the-article-processing-charge-an-interview-with-sarah-tegen/

Armstrong, D. (2023) Mastering Open Access: A Trusted Guide to Success. acsAxial, https://axial.acs.org/publishing/mastering-open-
access-a-trusted-quide-to-success

Association of Research Libraries. (2017-2018) Expenditure Trends. Graph 4. https://www.arl.org/wp-
content/uploads/2019/10/expenditure-trends.pdf

Burns, D. (2018) Open Access and the Benevolence of Multinational Corporations. ACRLog. https://acrlog.org/tag/open-access/
Cabell’s. Cabell’s Predatory Reports. https://www.cabells.com/predatory

D’Agostino, S. (2023) New Recommendations for Encouraging Open-Access Publishing. Inside Higher Ed,
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2023/03/24/new-recommendations-encouraging-open-access-publishing

DOAJ. (2023) Directory of Open Access Journals. https://www.doaj.org

Fazarckerly, A. (2023 May 7) ‘Too greedy’: mass walkout at global science journal over ‘unethical’ fees. The Guardian,
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2023/may/07/too-greedy-mass-walkout-at-global-science-journal-over-unethical-fees

Mays, A. (2023) ‘Open-access’ journals create ‘concerns about quality’: former academic. College Fix, https://www.thecollegefix.com/open-
access-journals-create-concerns-about-quality-former-academic/

Price, G. (2023) Milestones: Directory of Open Access Journal Reaches 20,000 Titles; ChatGPT Officially Gets Web Search as DALL-E 3 Integration
Arrives in Beta For Plus and Enterprise Subscribers; & More News Headlines. Infodocket, https://www.infodocket.com/2023/10/18/milestones-
directory-of-open-access-journal-reaches-20000-titles-chatgpt-officially-gets-web-search-as-dall-e-3-integration-arrives-in-beta-for-plus-and-
enterprise-subscribers-more-news-headline/

Schonfeld, R. C. (2023) Is the Library Responsible for Open Access Compliance? The Scholarly Kitchen,
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2023/04/17/library-responsible-open-access/

Suber, P. (2004) A Primer on Open Access to Science and Scholarship. Against the Grain, 16(3),
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/4736599/suber oaprimer.htm?sequence=1&isAllowed=y

Suber, P. and Joseph, H. (2023) Commentary on Op-Ed Piece Released in Volume 22, Issue 01. Journal of Science Policy &
Governance, http://www.sciencepolicyjournal.org/news/commentary-on-op-ed-released-in-vol-22-iss-01

Vyse, S. (2023) Can We Trust Peer Reviewed Journals? Skeptical Inquirer, https://skepticalinquirer.org/exclusive/can-we-trust-peer-review-
journals/



https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2023/10/02/the-american-chemical-society-offers-a-new-twist-on-the-article-processing-charge-an-interview-with-sarah-tegen/
https://axial.acs.org/publishing/mastering-open-access-a-trusted-guide-to-success
https://www.arl.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/expenditure-trends.pdf
https://acrlog.org/tag/open-access/
https://www.cabells.com/predatory
https://www.insidehighered.com/quicktakes/2023/03/24/new-recommendations-encouraging-open-access-publishing
https://www.doaj.org/
https://www.theguardian.com/science/2023/may/07/too-greedy-mass-walkout-at-global-science-journal-over-unethical-fees
https://www.thecollegefix.com/open-access-journals-create-concerns-about-quality-former-academic/
https://www.infodocket.com/2023/10/18/milestones-directory-of-open-access-journal-reaches-20000-titles-chatgpt-officially-gets-web-search-as-dall-e-3-integration-arrives-in-beta-for-plus-and-enterprise-subscribers-more-news-headline/
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2023/04/17/library-responsible-open-access/
https://dash.harvard.edu/bitstream/handle/1/4736599/suber_oaprimer.htm?sequence=1&isAllowed=y
http://www.sciencepolicyjournal.org/news/commentary-on-op-ed-released-in-vol-22-iss-01
https://skepticalinquirer.org/exclusive/can-we-trust-peer-review-journals/

References (Transformative Agreements)

« Brunstig, K., Harrington, C., and Scott, R.E. (2023) Open Access Literature in Libraries: Principles and Practices. ALA Editions.
« ESAC Transformative Agreement Registry. https://esac-initiative.org/about/transformative-agreements/agreement-registry/

* Hinchliffe, J. (2019) Transformative Agreements: A Primer. The Scholarly Kitchen,
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2019/04/23/transformative-agreements/

« Schmidt, H. (2023) Open access and the academic community: a librarian’s view. OUPBlog. https://blog.oup.com/2023/10/open-
access-and-the-academic-community-a-librarians-view/

« Wilson, J. (2022) Guest Post — Why Transformative Agreements Should Offer Unlimited Open Access Publishing. The Scholarly
Kitchen, https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2022/08/03/guest-post-why-transformative-agreements-should-offer-unlimited-
open-access-publishing/

» Stockholm University. (2023) Open access: Need to move away from transformative agreements. News Wise,
https://www.newswise.com/articles/need-to-move-away-from-transformative-agreements

» Vanderbilt Libraries. (n.d.) Transformative agreements to save money and increase open access publishing.
https://impact.library.vanderbilt.edu/transformative-agreements/

« Hinchliffe, L. J. (2022) Expanded Access to Paywalled Content: A Hidden Benefit of Transformative Agreements. The Scholarly
Kitchen, https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2022/02/23/expanded-access-to-paywalled-content-a-hidden-benefit-of-
transformative-agreements/

» Shearer, K. (2022) Without a fuller embrace of repositories, the transition with be slow, partial and siloed, says Kathleen Shearer.
COAR, https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/transformative-agreements-are-not-the-key-to-open-access/

« Springer Nature Group. (2023) Transformative Agreements playing vital role in OA transition. Press Release.
https://group.springernature.com/gp/group/media/press-releases/transformative-agreements-playing-vital-role-in-oa-
transition/25433850



https://esac-initiative.org/about/transformative-agreements/agreement-registry/
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2019/04/23/transformative-agreements/
https://blog.oup.com/2023/10/open-access-and-the-academic-community-a-librarians-view/
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2022/08/03/guest-post-why-transformative-agreements-should-offer-unlimited-open-access-publishing/
https://www.newswise.com/articles/need-to-move-away-from-transformative-agreements
https://impact.library.vanderbilt.edu/transformative-agreements/
https://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2022/02/23/expanded-access-to-paywalled-content-a-hidden-benefit-of-transformative-agreements/
https://www.coar-repositories.org/news-updates/transformative-agreements-are-not-the-key-to-open-access/
https://group.springernature.com/gp/group/media/press-releases/transformative-agreements-playing-vital-role-in-oa-transition/25433850

References (OSTP Mandate & cOAlition S Plan S)

OSTP Mandate

« Belles, A.B., Beatty, K.E., Rodman, C.H., & Connolly, C.J. (2023) Publish, don’t perish: recommendations for mitigating impacts of the
new federal open access policy. Journal of Science Policy & Governance, 22(1), https://doi.org/10.38126/1SPG220101

« F1000. (2023) Preparing for the Future of Open Access Publishing. Library Journal, https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/preparing-for-
the-future-of-open-access-publishing-1j230906

« Office of Science Technology and Policy. (2022) Memorandum for the Heads of Executive Departments and Agencies.
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-2022-OSTP-Public-Access-Memo. pdf

cOAlition S Plan S

« Kamerlin, S. C., et al. (2021). Journal Open Access and Plan S: Solving problems or shifting burdens? Development
and Change, 52(3), 627-650. https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12635

« European Science Foundation. (n.d.) Journal Checker Tool. https://journalcheckertool.org/

« European Science Foundation. (n.d.) Plan S. https://www.coalition-s.org/

« European Science Foundation. (2019, May 31) Rationale for the Revisions Made to the Plan S Principles and
Implementation Guidance. https://www.coalition-s.org/rationale-for-the-revisions/

« Plan S Open Letter. https://sites.google.com/view/plansopenletter/open-letter

+ Stoye, E. (2019) Researchers warn open access Plan S may still be too rushed, despite one-year delay. Chemistryworld.
https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/researchers-warn-open-access-plan-s-may-still-be-too-rushed-despite-one-year-
delay/3010576.article#.XPYV5Szp3tQ.twitter



https://doi.org/10.38126/JSPG220101
https://www.libraryjournal.com/story/preparing-for-the-future-of-open-access-publishing-lj230906
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/08-2022-OSTP-Public-Access-Memo.pdf
https://doi.org/10.1111/dech.12635
https://journalcheckertool.org/
https://www.coalition-s.org/
https://www.coalition-s.org/rationale-for-the-revisions/
https://sites.google.com/view/plansopenletter/open-letter
https://www.chemistryworld.com/news/researchers-warn-open-access-plan-s-may-still-be-too-rushed-despite-one-year-delay/3010576.article#.XPYV5Szp3tQ.twitter

Questions? Comments?
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