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Our Problem

• Student Disability Services Handle Accommodations Needs for Testing 

and Learning Materials

• Library Services Are Not Informed of Accommodations Needs

• Are Disabled Students Aware of Library Services and Resources?

• Need to “reconceptualize the learning environment functions” 

(Whitver, 382)



Impetus for the Project

• Online Learning Consortium Course on ADA & Web 

Accessibility

• Statistics on Disabled Students

• Compelled to Deliver the Best Service and Resources to All 

Students



Library Databases Accessibility
• Are PSU Library’s Databases are Accessible?
• Some Students May Not Disclose Disability, Others May Be 

Unaware
• Aligning Resources With Other Campus Resources
• Not All Databases Are Created Equal

• Document Formats - PDF, HTML Full Text, EPUB
• Accessibility Characteristics

• Keyboard Navigation, Resize Text, Audio Recordings
• Accessibility Statements
• Vendor Contact Information



Resources to Support Effective Learning LibGuide

https://libguides.pittstate.edu/learning


Outcomes

• Our Databases Are More Accessible Than I Thought

• AllFileConverter Program

• Possible Greater Visibility of Library Databases

• Relationship With Student Disability Services

• Presented at PSU Faculty Professional Development Day



Future Plans

• Continue to Evaluate Existing Library Databases & Usage Data

• Evaluate Future Potential Subscription and Open Access 
Databases

• Maintain Relationship with Student Disability Services

• Communication and Outreach
• Talking With and Presenting to Faculty

• Communication With Database Vendors 
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