Librarian Fights for Job |
Lost in Row on Magazines

Continued From Pzge One. |  mrs. warren's committee has

@ titanic struggle between power- % ils seeretary Henrieita B.
crazed totaliullfgian groups En the Wills. Other members of the com-
one hand and freedom-loving in- mittee are Mrs, Bessie Smyvsor.

dividuals on the other in a Mrs. I H. Ribble, Mrs. ‘M. J.
struggle which ultimatély will de- Eirwan, Mrs, Frank 5355’“‘]? and
termine whether our government W. D. MeGinley, Mrs. Warren
of the people, by the people, and and  her committee claim to

represent "a large group.” not
more  specifically  defined, The
defense committee claims to have
the backing of about 200 persons
in its fight and in the litigation
that has heen started.

Members of the defense group
sav the fight has been fomented
in part by some members of the
American Legion, Pro-American,
which 'i= a Republican women's
club, Daughters of the American
Revelution and United Daughters
af the Confederacy.

Tihrarian Had No Contract.

Miss Brown had no contract
snd was not under civil service.
Her salary lalterly had been|
53000 a year. When she was dis-i
charzed on July 168 her pay was |
continued to the fivst of August.

Officials and others.who were |
eoncerned io have the Nation and
the New Republic barred make |
much of the claim that these pub-|
lications have not actually h’unl
thrown out bul only removed
from the open shelves where any- |
body could pick them up and
read them, The subserintions have
been continued, but they are in
the disereet hands of the librar-
jan and available to mature pa-
tronzs. The mature patrons, how-
ever, complain that they are made
uncomfortable by the seruliny io
which they are subjected when
they ask for those _publlcatloﬂs.l
Or maybe they only imagine it. 1t

for tae people, shall continue to
exict or be forever banizhed from
the face of the éarth and be sue-
ceeded by feudalism,  absolule
maonarchy, Communizm, Fascism,
Naziism or some other totalitar-
ian or authoritarian form of gov-
ernment.”

That being the case, he sug-
gested that the Library Board
ghould make a further investiga-
{ion and come back with a report
at the next meeting of the com-
missioners.

Race Issue Also Raised.

About 40 men and women had
turned up at a previous commis-
gion meeting. Mrs. C. 8. Warren,
pushed forward as spokesman,
told former Mayor R. H. Hudson,
gince deceased, and the four com-
missfoners about the dark doings
at the library. The Nation, barred
by the New York City Board of
Education, was thers, What was
more, Miss Brown had been ac- |
tive in race relations. On that
point she ecalled as a wilness
Druggist Hull, who testified that
on one occasion Miss Brown ap-
peared at hiz lunch counter with
two Negro women. ;

Hudson, zaid the drug store in-
cident was Miss Brown’s personal
affair, and he thought, too, that
the commission didn't have any-
thing to do with how she ran the
library, but suggested that a _
committee might take it up with | | jiay he that the fear of being put
the libary board. | | down as Communists makes them

Russell Davis, president of the | | consitive.
library hoard, called a meeting. | The ease, brought in the names
The dissidents demanded that the | | of Miss Brown and Mrs. Arlene
offending publications be re-| Essary against the mavor, cilty
moved. The board members in- | commissioners, city manager and
gisted that in the interest of bal- members of the new library
anced information they should be | hoard, asserts that the mew or-
retsined, dinance is null and void, that the |

At the next mesting of the City old beard is still fully qualified
Commission reports were made | and acting and that Ruth W.
by the library board and the ob- |  Brown is the duly appointed 1i-
jectors, who called themselves a  brarian and entitled to custody
citizens’ committee, That was | of the books and records. The

: | | pase will be heard Nov. 8 on an
el e s | Brown < i E:der in show cause by an oul-

board and M Brown were e s

booed, heckled and called Com- | side Judge. y
th Miss Brown. sedate and demure.

ﬂ:ﬁ'ﬁ’ d::l‘ifre nﬂ;airati?:m.n 5 deprived of her livelihood at the

age of 59, sits these autumn days
|in her cottage near the library
i and wail=s.

Library Bill of Rights.

VWhen another meeting was
held, the library board took its
stand on the Librery Bill of
Rights of the Council of the
American Library Association:

*There should he the fullest
practicahle provision of material
presentins all paints of view ecan-
cerning the problems and issues |
of our timeés, international, na- |
fional and local: and hooks or
other readimg matter of zound |
factual autherity should nat be |
proscribed or removed from 'li-l
brary shelves because of partisan I
or doctrinal disapproval.” There- |
fore, the “Nation" and the “New
Repuhlic® should he retained “as |
eszential to effect that balance of |
differing viewpoiniz on. contro- |
versial subjects which should |

characterize a good litrary.” #

The commissioners had noth- |
Ing to say to that at the time, but |
at their next meeling they re- |
voked the old ordinance and |

passed a new one giving them au- |

thority io fire the old library |
hoard, which was promptly done. ||

That Jeft Miss Brown up in the
air. The new hoard might retain
her if it saw {it. In view of her
nearly 31 years of serviee it
might be moved fo do so. That |
was how it stood when Miss |
Brown met Mavor Dunaway on |
the street. He fold her he and the |
commissioners wanted to falk |
with Rer at a private meeling, |
She met with them and expressed |
her willingness to  answer all |
questions, but il they were of
a personal nature she would like
1o have them in writinz. She re-
fused o answer questions that
she considered of such a nature. |
She was asked if she had signed |
a loyalty cath. She said she had |
never seen one, but would sign
one then and there, The commis-
sloners did not have one handy.
She was not a Communist, she de-
clared. She agreed with the old
board Lhat the Nation and the
New Republic were not subver-
sive, but if the new beard ordered
them removed, she would re-
move them. She refused fo define
her attitude toward racial rela-|
tions unless the  questions were
put in writing. That was when

| brarian.

(were put in writing, She was not

Commissioner Forrest made his |
point that race relations might
be according to the Bible and the |
Constitution but they didn't do it |
that way in Bartlesville.

New Board Chairman’s Views,

E. R. Christopher, chairman of
the new board, who is postmaster, |
denrecsted any =iznificance being
attached to his acceptance of the
zppointment. It was just a eivie
appointment that he had accepted |
#s a public service, like serving
on a commitice of the Chamber |
of Commerce. The library had
become run down and he thought
it was a chance to build it up.
Miss Brown was a school teacher
before she hecame a libra‘rian.1
and he understood that she had
never had library training, except
the experience she had had in
her more than 30 years of serv-
ice, Until this thing came up he
had never read the Nation. ‘Later
he had looked at one issue. Per-
sonally, he had no ohiection to it,
but there was a question whether
there was enough interest in it to
justify spending the taxpayers'
meney for it. However, the board |
had decided to renew the sub-|
seription and keep it at the li-
brarian’s desk to check the de-
mand for it. City Manager Jones
was the man to make any state-
ment about if.

City Manager Jones had noth-
ing to say. It was not an ad-
ministration matter. Members of
tiie library board were the ones
to do the talking. All he had
had to do with it was that the
library board had azked him to
advise Miss Brown that she had
been discharged.

_Mrs. Warren, chairman of the
citizens' committee, was slightly
ill at ease because she, just a
housewife, had been practically
pressed into the position. She
would like to have it understood, |
though, that Miss Brown was not
dismissed for racial or subversive
reasons. It was. entirely on ac-
count of her insubordination in
refusing to answer the commis-
sioners’ guestions unless  they
acked if she had refused fo re-|
move those magazines from lln.-1
shelves, 1f she ‘had been, she
would have given the same
answer. The magazines had not
been removed by the new li-
They had merely h-eenl
placed under her desk. You could
get them .if you wanted them.

| After all, the question was wheth-

er the new ordinance was legal,
and she would be much obliged if
h(-!'_nam_t"was left out of it



