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United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREAU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLIFE
i b-distT Migratary Bird Populations Station WEes
Laurel, Maryland 20810

Februasry 18, 1971

Mr. Theodore M. Bpercy
Kansas State College
Pittevurg, Kaneas GETHE

Dear Mr. Sperry:

Tharks very mich for the copy of your interesting paper, "A Compariscn
of Mid-winter Bird Census Methods in Southeastern Kansma."

With the cocperation of the Maryleand Ornithological Society we have
been testing winter census methods in Marylend also. I am encloaing
a copy of our summery for lmet winter. The gtuly wves repeated again
this winter but the resulta are not all in &8 of this date.

Slneerely yours,

Clots 47285

Chendler 8. Robbins, Chisf
Migratory Non-Game Bird Studiee
Division of Wildlife Research

Enclosure
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT
Memorandum

Winter Bird Survey Participants DATE: Herch 1l, 1871

WEes

Chief, Mlgratory Nop-Gema Bird Studles

Winter Bird Survay

Editing of the Winter fird Surwey repartsé Was completed last wesk and
they were sent down for punchling an Thursday. On the following day tha
comguter spewsd oubt & mechine listing for =ach routs and = summary by
species. Tha compubar also corrected three 2rrols in sddition and
jetacted two coding eriora, one punching eIToT, and two &rroré thet T=-
aulted from illegible embrias o tma forms. These erroré Are presently
teing corrected and a rerrised 1listing for your poute 13 sttached to this
memo. We hope you wiil find it in perfect condition, but 1if jou detect
any error, plesse be sure to lat us KoowW.

The pusber of Species recarded on the Winter Pird Survey in Marylend
this winter was B4, which 1s exmctly the sams as last ysar. Spacies
acunts per route rengsd fron 19 to 40, with LO spacies being recordad
on the Sterling, Laurel and Giveom Island routed.

The Downy Woodpecker, Commat orow, Sterling, House SparrTov, Caydinal,
RSN and Bong SparrdwW WIS found oo all routas and the
Blus JaY, Mockingbind, 81 pke-colored Juaco and Whita-throsted Sparrov
on Bll Toutes exoepl O0=.

The following specles W= reported Irom anly ong Maryland route:
Pintall, Arsan-winged Teal, Azarican \Widgeon, [esser ScRUD, Coamon
Aoldeneye, Bufflshesd, Hooded M=rgmndar, imerican Coot, Common STIRE,
Areat Rorned Owl, Sav-whet owl (rosd kill], Waker Pipit, Loggerhesad
Sypike, Pine Warbler, Fusty Sleekbird, Fine oiekin and Vesper Sparrod.

Spaciles found thls year hut pot lest year WaTE: Wood Duck, American
Coot, Great Horned Owl, Saw-wheb twl, Bed-headed Weodpecksr, Tallow-
bellied Sapsucker, Water Pipit, Pine Warblar, Vesper SPArTOV and Fox

Sparrov.

The ten commonest dpaciea this year ware the Starling, Comman Grackle,
Common Crow, House SparrTov, thite-thiokted SparTod, glate=colored JUunco,
Blue Jay, Cardipal, Mpurning Dove snd Rebin.

Tp the Progress report I sent you sgprlier I did oot palg any mention

of speciles whode numhers apoesarsd 1o La pupstmntislly highsr OT lomwer

then last yapr--for fear tpat observeETE wha hed not yet coverad their
~d N iy
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certain specles. The remarks that follow are based on & compariasn of.
the 37 routes that wers run im both yeers, The moBt conaploucus changs,
agide Trom the almost complate akespos of northern finches, was the
tremendous increese in Blus Jeys this winter. Thers wWers higher totals
of Blua Jaye on 3b of the 3T counta, 2 counts were sxactly the sama and
there was cnly one route vhers Elue Jays showed a decrease, Whila-
throated Sparrcws hed an inersase in 32 arsas snd a decr=ase 1n -

Song Sparrowes incressed on 26 counts, decrsssed on T, and were the same
on 4, Tres Sparrows incressed on 13, wers the sams om 1, and decreassd
on 18 counts.

Hed-breasted Nuthatches dropped from 4O bipds on 10 routes last year
o no birde this year. Ou the other hond, the Cedar Waiwing, which
securred on oaly 1 route last yesr, wes seen on 1% routes this year
with & totel of 168 Individuals.

There was & big Jurp in the Bobin coumts in 1971, tut by plotiing all

of the counte by date, it 15 spparent that an sarly migration of this
epecies arrived on February 7. The highest count prior to that data

was 19 birds on February 3, and the second highest was 5 individuals.

On the Tth, however, the totals ranged from 10 to 90 birds and the
average count from February T to the end of the perlod was mpproximaSely
%0 Robins per count.

Counts for all of the more common speciss were gubjected to statlstical
anelysis and we found statistically signifficant increasss in the Red-
vellied Woodpecker, Elus Jay, Robin apd Scong Sparrowv, apd, on the
coastal plain, for the Rufous-sided Towhie.

Theps were some other strilkdng changes between the twoe years guch 8S

a big incresse in White-throated Sparrows and a decresse in Tree Sparrows,
but because of the high varisbility between routes, the atatistical test
waed Af4d not shew the chang=s to be significant at the 55% level of
probabllityr.

A chi-squar= test waE used ¢n The other species that showsd a marked
inerease or decrease in total birds recorded, This test compared the
number of inereases and decrosses, route Y route, and told whether the
ratic obtaipsd wes grester than would have been expected by chanca
alone. Bearing in mind that this tast i3 sore subjeect to erroxr from
weather conditione on the days of the counts than ie the snalysis besed
on actusl numbers, it stlll permils a helpful sppraisal of populaticn
trends within the area studied. The chi-squars test indicated a signil-
ieceat incremse in the Carclina Wren, Ceder Waxwing, Eastern Meadowlark,
White-throgted Sparrow snd Swamp Sparrov, and = significant decrease in
the Fed-bressted Wuthatch, Evening Crosbesk, Purple Pinch and Red Crossblll.

Thanks again for your wonderful eooperet ion which made this Survey poss ibla.

Chendler 3. FEobbins

Attach=ent



United States Department of the Interior

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE
BUREALU OF SPORT FISHERIES AND WILDLITE
B =h-distr Migratory Bird Popularions Station WRea
Laurel, Marylacd 20810

March 17, 1971

Mr. Theodors M. Sperry

Kenses State Gul'_egu:

Pitteturg, Kunsas GET6H2

Daar Mr. Sperry:

With further reference to my letter to you of February 18, I am serding
you s copy of the letier T am sending o the people who participated
in ear Winter Bird Burvey in Marylsnd this winter,. I thought the re-
gulta might te of ioterest to you.

Eineerely yours,

Cho . S

Chapdler 2. Hobbine, Chisel
Migratory Non-OJeme Bird Studles
Divieion of Wildlife Bessarch

Enclosure
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