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PSU in World War II:
Political Change and the 

College Experience

By: Victoria Ho

Hist 430

6 April 2017



The Goal

• Prepare a 12-page, argument-driven 

research paper based on primary sources 

and four pre-selected secondary sources



Sources

• Primary sources in the form of Collegio articles 
from the early 1940s

 “Bond Sale Exceeds All Expectations; Total 

$17,136.45,” April 21, 1943.

 “Third KSTC Letter Goes to 900 Alumni in 

Armed Forces,” April 26, 1944.

 “V-E Day Brings Joy to KSTC,” 

May 9, 1945.



The Headlines



Sources

• Secondary Sources

 Roberts, Randy, and Shannon 
Phillips.  Pittsburg State 
University:  A Photographic 
History of the First 100 Years.  
Lawrence:  University Press of 
Kansas, 2009



The Argument

• THESIS: College students’ ability to identify and respond to a 
problem, as well as unify under a solution, creates a sense of 
patriotism that makes the demographic essential during periods of 
rapid political change.

• CASE STUDY: KSTC students identified and responded to World War 
II, as well as resolved to support their country in its time of need.



The Evidence

• Bond drives

• WINS, WAVES, and more

• “Buy a Jeep” Campaign

• Book drive for PoWs

• Navy Day and the V-12



Service and Gold Star 
Honor Rolls

• 2,300 students in the 

service; 51 named to the 

Gold Star Honor Roll 



The Conclusion

• Therefore, it can be seen that the 
college student’s ability to 
identity and respond to a 
problem, as demonstrated in 
their actions during World War 
II, can have massive effects on 
national, or even international, 
affairs, and create a sense of 
unity and patriotism that is 
essential during times of crisis.

Photo at Iwo Jima published 

March 14, 1945
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