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District Judge Disqualifies
In City Library Job Lawsuit

District Judge James T. Shipman Monday morning dis-
qualified himself from presiding over a suit filed in district
court by Miss Ruth W. Brown asking that she be reirstated
as city librarian.

Judge Shipman'’s action came at a court session at which '
defendants were scheduled to show cause for their refusal to
deliver books and records of the library to Miss Brown, who
was discharged by city commissioners last July 25.

“From what I've heard about
this case it is a community af-
fair in which the community is
divided quite sharply,” the
judge declarec, “Most of the
community is  Interested—I'm
interested myself—I'm one of
the community. |

“4 JUDGE FROM outside
this district, not ar interested
|pa-ty as I am, should come in
‘and decide thiz case,” the judge
\went on. |

Judge Shipman then instrue-
‘ted the court clerk and counsel
'on both sides to select a judge
‘to hear the case, declaring “I
T feel I'm not qualified to serve
'I'm not qualified to appoint a
judge.' |

By agreement of counsel on
both sides, the hearing was set|
for 10 a.m. on Nov. § and Court
Clerk Fobert E. Lee was in-
Istrunted to contact the chiel
ljustice of the stale supreme
,court and get him to name a
ljudge to preside over the case.
. MONDAY MORNING'S court|
session consumed only 10 min-|
{utes.
| mMiss Brown and Mrs. Darlene
!Essary, a member of the old li-
|brary board which was dissolv-
led under a new city ordlnancel
and who Is a co-plantiff in the
suit were in the courtroom,
while only a few city officlals|
and members of the present li-
brary board named defendants
in the suit were present.

DEFENDANTS IN the suit
|were represented at Monday's
lhaarlng by City Attorney Alton
Rowland, while the two plain-
tiffs were represented by Thu-
man 5. Hurst of Tulsa, a former
member of the state supreme
m:{r:é il RUTH W. BROWN ARCHIVE: 1
'the suit, i5 challenging the con-|
'stitutionality of the action of
lcity commissioners in  dissolv-|
ling the old library board and
'creating another.

EBoth Miss Brown and  Mrs.
‘Essary charge that the board's
‘dissolution and Miss Brown's
‘dismissal were in conflict with
| state laws.




