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Building a Legend: 

The Construction of 

Brandenburg Field

Presented by: Brett Collier





Initial Research Question: 

“Why was the construction of 

Brandenburg Field considered 

to be slave labor?” 



Primary Research

• Research was conducted using primary sources available 

through the Axe Library microfilm collection, and the main 

source was the University’s newspaper, The Manualite. 



Final Research Question: 

“How did the relationship 

between athletics and academics 

influence the construction of 

Brandenburg Field?”



Research Conclusions

1. President William A. Brandenburg and Coach 
Garfield Weede were instrumental in the beginning 
stages of gaining support for the construction of the 
stadium. 

President 

Brandenburg

Coach Weede 

with the 1921 

track team



2. Alumni and local support from the city of Pittsburg 
were critical to the stadium project becoming a reality. 



3. Student support for the stadium was vital to the 
completion of the project. Students wanted a stadium that 
they could be proud of and that would measure up to the 
other stadiums that had been built at other Kansas 
universities. 
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