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Aceording o an enomynous citisen of Bertlesville, OMs,, vfiting in the Yation,
thet olty furnishes o splendid exmmle of totaliterian thought and sction infile
Srating behind the lines to destroy Ameriean positions at home.

The writer sald the eity librarien, Mies Ruth Browa, has been summarily fired
despite thirty~five years efficlent service; and the elty commissioners have
supplanted the 1ibrary board as direet sdministrotors of the publie library,
all in order to cengor its ghelves.

The hubbub started vhen members sf o eltizens' committeo appenred last winter at

o meoting of the city commissioners to complein of "Subversive 1iterature” in the ‘Eﬁq

library, ineluding the Nation, the Yew Republie and Soviet Mussin Today

The library board made & thorough survey of the library's contents and finally
refuged to remove the Nation and the New Republic from ite shelves, but approved
the removal of Soviet Fussin Today, on the ground thet it ien't worth enough from
the standpoint of interest and i‘umﬂan to Justify the speaee it had ocoupled,

At the meeting at wvhich this report was discussed, the citizens comiittee added
the Negro Digest and Consumers' Resesrch to its list of allegedly subversive pub-
licntions. 15

Later the city commlssioners passed an ordinance taking over the 1ibrary directly,
fired thllb!urhurdmdm&nm'mimn'mmu&ofmmdf-
purgers and book-burners, fired Miss Brown = mnd removed the Netlon and the New
Republic from the shelves,

If correctly reported, it looks ts us ne though this 18 o vietory of totelitarionism
in the total warfare 1t ineescantly wagee agninst freedom elither here or ebroad,
rather than for the "Americenim" which the sponsors of this intolerant and intole
ersble purge claim as their justifieation,




