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By Andy Taylor
Chronicle Publications

Caney'’s claim to national fame burned
in front of its very eyes.

Ninety years ago this month, lightning
struck a gas well southeast of Caney, cre-
ating a fountain of fire that illuminated the
horizon for an entire month. '

Immediately, that gas well fire was
thought to be Caney’s ticket to economic
stardom, a natural show of fire that would
prove the community’s industrial might

| and supply of plentiful energy.

Thousands of people poured into
Caney during late February and early
March of 1906 to see the spectacular blaze,
a fire that cast a glow on the skies that
could be seen 80 miles from Caney:

Excursion trains ran daily specials to
the city. Livery stables made a booming

Big Blazer
urned
bright

The nation watched in awe at
| Caney's great gas well fire of 1906

business. Hundreds, perhaps thousands,

packed into Caney’s hotels. Local busingss |

leaders produced commemorative postcards
and souvenir issues of the Caney Chronicle
hailing the magnificent feat of nature.

The fire burned so bright, some stories
claim, that people in Havana could walk
outside at night and read the Chronicle
clearly as the fire glowed from the heavens.
The Kansas City Times had a correspondent
at the scene of the well for 20 days, deliver
ing daily reports to the Times’ readers.

The roar of the well created a constant
rumbling of the earth in and around Caney,
jarring windows from their sashes and
breaking numerous dishes.

Trees and grass around the well began
to turn green as the glowing heat from the
continual blaze turned the bitterly cold
ground into a premature spring.

Migratory birds flying around the area

Fire observers provided theories
how to put out the giant blaze

During the burning of the great gas well, newspapers printed suggestions — some
serious, other bizarre — from area people on how to extinguish the blaze.
The Caney Chronicle of March 9, 1906 printed some of those crazy suggestions:

Among them:

{1 Throw enough salt into well to smother it out.

[ Secure a rock weighing two or three tons, draw it over the well by means of
chains and drop it over the mouth of the fire. However

[J Dress up men in suits made of gunny sacks soaked in water With these men
protected, they could rush into the fire with wet gunnysacks around their hands and

smother out the flames.

O Tunnel under the ground, put a partitionin the tunnel, one for the air and one for
the escaping gas. Put a clamp on the gas pipe to prevent its pulling apart then saw an
opening in the pipe, shutting the gas off by means of a slide.

O Take a giant blanket, double it and wet it. Fasten the wet blanket to chains and
then draw it over the well to smother out the flames.

were attracted to the warmth of the blaze

thir?king that the bright light was the noon-
day sun. However, many birds died as the |
attractable heat scorched their feathers and |
wings.

However, the true magnificence of the
great gas well fire can’t be measured by
how far the burning well could be seen
nor by the number of people who jammed
into Caney’s dirt streets to watch the gi-
ant candle.

The well’s sheer volume and strength
was incredible, a record breaker in the
annals of petroleum history. To this day,
that great gas well fire is thought to be
unmatched in the volume of burned natu-
ral gas. By the time a metal hood weigh-
ing one and a half tons was secured to the
well’s dragon-like snout, almost 70 mil-
lion cubic feet of gas spewed from the well
each day, providing enough natural gas
to keep New York City illuminated for an
entire month, experts claim.

And the pressure coming from the
ground was so strong that just a single
square inch of flame could crush 450
pounds of metal.

Just one single inch.

The giant well burned 150 feet into the
air.

* ok ok ok

The well was drilled four miles east
and one mile south of Caney, in the middle
of the Cotton Creek area. The New York
Oil and Gas Company drilled the well at
a depth of 1,428 on Feb. 16, 1906, and
when struck, the well was gauged at 28.5
million cubic feet of gas per day with a
pressure of 660 pounds to the square inch,
making it one of the six largest gas wells
in the world.

(continued on page 6)
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When the Big Blazer of 1906 burned bright

{continued from page one)

A rumbling thundetstorm rolled into the
M,ibri on Feb. 23. Lightning struck the drill-
ing apparatus, causing the derrick to shatter
and lgnmn& the combustible gas into a
shower of fire 150 feet into the sky.

Immediately, work crews were faced

with numerous struggles. Crews could not:

get near the well because of the intense heat
and because flames jutted out not only from
the top of the well casing but also from an
inner casing at the base.

According to “The Story of the Great
Fire At Caney,” produced by the Caney
Commercial' Club in 1906, the work crews
tried to consume the flames to one body.
They fired Winchester rifle bullets at the top
casing in a futile attempt at weakening the
glowing metal casing. Finally, the metal was
weakened to the point that a cable could be
wrapped around. the inner casing and re-
moved. The flames now were in‘unison in
an uncontrollable roar.

The second struggle was trying to de-
vise a hood that would cap the fiery well.
Work crews quickly developed a rickety
short-line railroad that would hold a mov-
able crane and other objects closer to the
well. Three attempts were made placing a
hood on the flame. Each time, the hood ei-

‘ther was blown to bits or melted before it
reached the inferno.

Finally, on March 12, a one ton hood was

“maneuyered over the flame, and it appeared
that the well fire had been snuffed out.
Valves on the hood closed the escaping gas,
creating darkness to an area that had been
accustomed to seeing light. ;

Bul it didn’t last. During the night, the
pressure underneath the hood boiled with
intensity, and sand ground through the thick
metal. Finally, the pressure gave way to a
flame that melted both the hood and the
crane holding it in place. Even the earth
around the fire glowed with volcanic simi-
larity, a bright red mud appearing much like
lava. :

A cannon sitting a tank storage facility
north of Caney was summoned, and the
large cannonball blew away the remains of
the melting crane and hood.

The fire roared to 70 million cubic feet
per day, and the Caney Chronicle from that
week said that superstitious residents stayed
awake at night for fear of universal doom.

It would finally require another hood,
built'in Independence and shipped on spe-
cial rail car, weight one and a half tons to
cap the fire. On March 29, the heavy hood
was placed on the well and valves closed
off the escaping gas. The great fire that at-
tracted so much attention passed into his-
tory.

In the end, the fire burned 34 days and
more than $30,000 was spent putting it out.

There were no fatalities related to the
fire.

“It’s a miracle nobody was killed,” said
Caney historian Ivan Pfalser, who lives
about one and a half miles north of the well.

During the gas well fire, Caney became
a hub of tourist activity. Thousands poured
into the town to get a chance to see that freak
fire.

“I really think there is no exaggeration
of the number of people who came here to
see the fire,” Pfalser said. “There are nu-
merous accounts of the fire in the region’s
newspapers, and I have seen stories of the
excursion trains that brought people to town

to see the fire.” ;

Even other communities tried to stake a
claim in the fire. Pfalser said he has accu-
mulated souvenir postcards of the burning
well showing the being located near Caney,
near Coffeyville and near Bartlesville.

“I guess each of the towns was trying to
claim it,” he said.

That gas well fire also brought its share
of rather humorous incidents.

Pfalser said various accounts of the fire
talk about a couple of drunken oil field
workers who drove a wagon full of nitro-

- glycerin to within a few feet of the well be-
fore the horses became spooked and the
drunken men frightened. When the horses

were released and the men stumbled away, :

the intensity of the f re smoldered the wood
on the wagon.
Steam was placed on the wagon to Keep

the nitroglycerin from domg severe damage
to the area.

Another incident about the fire was that
a hot dog was stand was erected near the
gas well, giving tourists something to snack
on while workers bravely tried to put the
fire out of its misery. It also provided a car-
nival-type atmosphere. ;

E S S S

“It is truly one of those stories not seen
in Kansas history books,” said Craig Miner
a distinguished professor of history at
Wichita State University who has written

Workers at the 1906 gas well try to place hood on giant flame.

several books about the petroleum industry
in Kansas. “It is an amazing yet also tragic
because oil and gas companies and cities
never had a technological way to harness
that natural gas.”

Miner said cities in southeast Kansas
during the industrial boom era freely gave
away their natural gas supplies to prospec-
tive industries, and quite a race developed
between communities to see who could sup-
ply the greatest supply of free gas.

“That’s why the region had so many
brick plants, zinc companies and smelters,”

“he said. "Towns gave the gas away, and

higher-energy wasting industries took ad-
vantage of it.

“Unfortunately for southeast Kansas, the
towns just used up all the gas reserves.There
wasn’t any energy conservation at all. And
that gas well in Caney very well may have

burned a great deal of that area’s supply.”

Miner said that his research showed the
burning gas well’s energy potential. Accord-
ing to one of his researched accounts, the
gas consumed during the fire was equal to
practically 6,000 tons of good coal each day.
Coal was the primary use for heating and
energy during that era.

Just 11,000 cubic feet of Caney gas well
was equal to one ton of bitumuous coal.

Besides the great burning gas well, six
other monster wells drilled during that same
months provided at least 140 million cubic

feet of gas perday. That would create more
than 12,000 tons of coal-burning fuel per
day.

“Ironically, gas wasn’t the real reason
those well were drilled,” Miner said. “Those
companies drilled for oil. Gas was justa’by-
product.”

* R ok ok

The story of the great gas well fire of
1906 is made more interesting because of
the way the owner of the land was duped
into a ‘‘vacation” while oil and gas rigs
flooded his property.

Pfalser says several stories have roamed
the generations since the fire about an In-
dian named Vanderpod, who owned the land
where the gas well was located. In 1906,
the land was still Indian Territory, and the
land was allotted to Indians like Vanderpod.

However, part of the reason that oil and
gas made a major impact in Indian Terri-
tory was through a bit of horns waggling on
the part of oil companies.

Pfalser said the New York Oil and Gas
Company apparently took Vanderpod on an
excursion trip. One story claims he was sent
to California, another claims he went to
Cuba. Anyway, the company held Vander-
pod on a vacation for three or four weeks,
just enough time for the company to land a
powerful well on Vanderpod’s property.

“Vanderpod was under the age of 18 at
that time, and the company basically had
him kidnapped somewhere until he was 18,
the age required to sign a lease over (o com-
pany,” Pfalser said. “The company kept him
away from his home until the well was
drilled and capped. Then they would try to
force him to sign the lease."

The land where the gas well was drilled
now is owned by the John Kane estate of
Bartlesville. A piece of metal pipe jutting
from the ground is the only remnant of that
mighty gas well.

“I’ve been told that Keith Newby once
worked that ground, the big hood used to
cap the well sat on the site for many years,”
Pfalser said. “Finally, somebody took the
hood, cut a hole in it for a door and used it
as a brooder’s house. I don’t know where
the hood may have ended up, perhaps in a
scrap metal pile.”

There is no denying the fact that the
people of Caney have seen all the sights of
a burning gas well that they care to see.
From the time the well was first fired, the
sight was terribly beautiful Gif such an ex-
pression is admissible in describing some-
thing that its at the same time both beauti-
ful and terrible) but when the monster gas-
ser suddenly doubled in volume last Friday
evening the well struck terror to many of
the people of Caney.

The terrible rumbling and roaring of the
burning gas as it came from the well with a
force of about650 pounds to the square inch
sounded like the approach of a cyclone or
tornado. Some people who have heard the
wild waves of the mighty deep when the
sea was rough say it sounds just like the
ocean when a storm is on.

Al any rate, it was something terrible.
The vibration from the well rattled the win-
dows in houses in town between four and
miles from the well. Nervous people could

"It grated on the nerves of most everybody '’

not sleep, superstitious people were in con-
stant dread for fear of an upheaval of the
entire country, but there could be no dan-
ger.

It grated unpleasantly on the nerves of
most everybody. All were anxious for the
terrible rumbling and roaring to cease, and
when there was a change in the atmospheric
condition early Tuesday morning, which
carried the awful noise away from the city,
the effect was as the calm after a storm has
passed.

Atintervals the roaring would die away
until it was almost lost to the ear, as the
going of a heavily ladden freight train.
There there would come a gush that seemed
it would tear the very bowels of the earth
out. The flames would leap, high into the
air, and could be plainly seen from town,
and there is a range of hills fully seventy-
five feet high between Caney and the Cot-
ton Creek valley, and the well is located in
the very lowest part along the creek.

When the well “broke loose” last Fri-
day, it hurled rocks all the way from the
size of a walnut to as large as your double
fist, high into the air. Workmen ceased to
work about the well, and guards were sta-
tioned at every approach to warn specta-
tors of the danger of going near the minia-
ture volcano, which had increased in vol-
ume from 36,000,000 to about 70,000,000.
These estimates are given by J.C.
McDowell, general manager of the Kan-
sas Natural Gas Company and who has had
a life-time experience with gas wells.

The shower of stones had ceased by
Sunday evening, and Monday morning the
work of laying a track of railroad iron to
the well, on which to run thc truck carry-
ing the hood was begun.

So intense was the heat that water was
constantly thrown on the workmen and they
could not work long without gong after
fresh air.

— Caney Chronicle, March 8, 1906
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THE BIG BLAZER STILL BURNS

Caney Burning Gas is Still Burning, and Attracts Widespread Attention.
Biggest Gas Well That Had Ever Been Known to be on Fire.

THE GAS WELL HAS INCREASED TO 70,000,000
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Your pictures will be strictly up-
Urdate If made at ourstudio. Call
vn us for Bromide Enlargementa,
Copying, etc.  Flmt dior west of
Christlan church, Caney, Kansas

Yost Sisters,
The Phidtographors,

well -Phouw Ly Franks.

Taken Sunday night March 4, showing the Iner

Lostrength of the

wak probably the best method of ex,
tinguishing the Hanics,

Plans and fdeas of how 10 extingulsh
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and by wire, Bume ure very amusiug

Not & momeat's time has been lomt
by the company. From the very
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the battle. The toundry ut Indepen-
dence worked night and day and Sun-
dry Lo, making the hood, and the very
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where other parts of the NECCRIRTY Kp-
Paratus wax made.
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Aldrich, which appeared In the To-
peka Journal. The Kansas City Btar
has had Mr. Frank L. Martin on ::..
l)x,.:»ﬂ since Sunday and he has been
dulng pood service.

“*It’ an 1l wind that blows nobody
any gwd,'” While the was company
I% loslng thousands of dollans worth 1
wuod was, Caney Is derlving thuusands
of dollars worth of advertixing. Fur
a week Lthe papers have been full of
the burning gas well, and hundreds of
peuple now know that Caney is on the
map who never knew before there was
such a place. 1t hus furnished a har
vest for the llverymen. Every avail
able conveyance has been kept in ¢t
stant use, and then the demand wa-
ureater than the supply.

Tuenday evening an excursion triin
fruin Cedar \'ale brought 302 sigint
svers from Cedar Vale, Elgin, Scdaun.
PPeru, Niotaze and Havana.  Nobody
Khew Lhey were culing [ur suse until
& late hour and it was iinposible to et
conveyances to the depot to take Lhem
ount. C, E. Clifton and T. E. Trigy
hustled arv:nd and did the best they
vould, and did exceedingly well, under
the circumsiances, but a large crowd
had to walk out.

Wednesduy evening's train brought
I hundreds of people, and aceomuda
tiuns were much better, Every
who could rig up a’ means of convey-
ance did 50, and while there Is not yel
enough, the situation Is much re.
Heved,

It the well is atll burning Suu-
day, there will be the bLigeest
cruwd In Caney ever assembled In
4 town In Southern Kuansas. FEx-
curslons are being arranged from
Wichita, Nevada and Joplin, Mo vand
Kunras City. Everybody will have 10
Lthruw open thelr homes It the crowd
IS properly taken care of. But we hope
the well Is under control before tiiks
NS Julo print. We are advertised a
big plenty.  Misa Lewln {8 hute from
dt, Louls, and says the burning wus
well at Caney is all the twlk io that
clty, and certainly that Is all yuu can
heur in every city, wown and hamlet
In the west.

AR We QU L0 press the hood wlich L
Is hoped wlll maxter the munster
flumes ia nearing the mouth of the
well and we hope, nd slncerely hope
thut ere thiaedition of the CaErONICLE
15 In print that the burning Kaa well
sl Caney will huve pasaed inLo history,

Muny of our pe ple have already
opened thelr homes tu visitors, and
®iven shielter Lo those whooome Lo the
burning well, That fs the right
spirit.

The blaze was larger last night and

Wednesday evenmu than ever, owing

which allowed the natural flame tc
klhipw Jtsell. 1t was pot becnuse ¢ he
well wus strooger that the fame was
larger.

The machinery with which to put
the it over the well consists of a
Iriangular shaped crane. This s
tnounted ontwe trucks, and suported
Ly & network of steel cables.

A hit Incident occured at the well
when a couple felluws ulfered a ' drink
{1 e of 1he ‘workinen
T ol lhe workmen took &

af whisky
~ome

othe

at h antd when he got
the o he somewhut  re-
a stuck heg in 3 packing

1IUUSE
When the hoi was within avout

KANSAS

°
CANE=< Tiro

[ ]
Thve Gas Well

Indian Ter

Drawing showing the location of the
vas well, 3 miles cast and 2 nifles south
of Caney.
lifteen fect of the well the front axel
ul'the front truck suppaorting the pipe
broke.  When the plpe supporting the
hood was disconnected the weight of
the hood broke une of the puy cables,
alluwlng it to swing apsund of the
track. It will prubably take a day or
two Lefore they are ready to gu o
wurk apuln,

Hul whisky and hoisting the liuge
Iron crunes and placing them, won't
work together. and whisky had to RO.

Mrs. Huwes ot Danvilje, 1linols,
and her sister Mrs Rickey were I Lhe
ofMee to duy. She suyx all Yuu'can
hexr in Danville, and n the train, s
the burning wur well at Caney.

Sunduy excursions will be run brings
g thousands of peuple Lo the city.

P ——

Extra copies of
this issue, and
souvenir cards at
the office

W the stiiloesa ol the atmoaplbers,
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OIL IN

Success

Arrival of Casing

well at Caney will prove a big pro-
ducer.

The drill has stopped operations at
at 2,575 feet—a few fect in the coveted

showed up.

found, operations ceased, and work
will pot- again proceed until
company can get casing here, and case

sent into the rock deeper and the well
shot.

Those who bave herolcally stood by
the well, are feeling like spring colts
turned in on a green meadow. They
deserve to be richiy rewarded for their
efforts to find what Is supposed the
mother stratta of oil producing sands.

producer, it will be the biggest thing
yet for Caney. and we hope for great
things.”

““As It 1s now Caney is all e:pecr.a.nt,
and the eyes of the well are rhrlt.ed on
thls weu.

DEEP WELL|

It Looks Like the Deep Well Is a

ARE NOW IN TRENTON ROCK

Operatlons Shut Down Awaltlng the "

Indications are now that the deep i

Trenton rock, when indications of oil

Soon as convinced that oil had been |
the ||

off the water, when the drill will be|

The work has been carriea onon the ||
scientific annalysis of Professor Hateb, ||
and so far his theorles have been cor-
rect. If the well proves.to be a big

- ANOTHER GASSER

rought in Four Miles Southcast|
% of Town Last Saturday t

N

- Capey flald was brought in Jast Satur-||
day on the Van Derpot farm about||
four miles southeast of mwn, near the ||

THEVBIGGEST IN THE FIELD-

The New Well is Estimated at Thirty
< Milllon Cubic Feet a'Day

S T
The biggest gasser yet found in the

Sld Brown lease.
* The well is the property of the New

*, York OIl & Gas Company—a child of

the Kansas Natural—and ‘the work
was done by Messrs. Jones, who was
drilling with an elght-inch and a

quarter bit. The gas sand was struck ||

" .at adepth of 1,430 feet and the drill

fairly: tapped vhe sand when thel

‘i,?normous volume of gas prevented
* any more drilling.

. The well was tubed with six Inch

" line pipe—the only available materlal

for casing a well of such powerful rock
pressare and large flow.

In speakiog of the well, W. W. Barr,
who has charge of the large gas wells

--here owned by the Kansas Natural,

‘\‘

Pon

said that the well Is larger than any||

of the other large wells in the Caney

figld, and the largest well In the Kan- ||

nd Indian Territory fleld, with
‘exception of one at Ramona, Ind.
Ter »,-which stands at thirty-eight
milllon. This addivion of such a mon-

.Bter well adds all the more to'the im-

porca.nce of the Caney gas t,errlw:y.

‘and noCa.ney as a.clty.

1906 .

b s s

AN OIL MEETING

A Big Delegation of Oil Men Met|

in Caney

HELD BEHIND LOCKED DOORS

What They :Did is Unknown to the
Wide, Wide World

There was a meeting of 'independen_b i
oill men in Caney Monday, at the||

Royal Hotel. 'We say ‘‘Independent’’
but that is presumption. - We gness
at that because M. L. Lockwood, H. E.

West, W. S. Fitzpatrick, and several ||

of their friends and a.ssoclacea were ln
attendance.

It was a secretl session. They locked |

themselves ina room at the Royal;

and gave strict instructions to keep off ||

all cowans and evedroppers. Several
put their names on the register, bub
afterward cut them out.

The natare of the meeting, and '
wbat they did or talkéd about is known ||

only to the men who attended.




_fulf] force Tuesday evening for the
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BIG WELL A FIRE

%Mrty-slx Milllon Gas Well
%7 Burning Near Cancy. l

WAS FIRED BY LIGHTNING|

INuminates the Country for Many ||
Miles Around.

Durlng the rainstorm last Friday
atternoen the big gas well four miles
southeast of Caney was ignited by
lightning, and since that time has
been a sight worth gding miles to see.

The well was not struck by a bolt of
lightning as Is generally thought it did,
but an electrical spark bigh in the alr
orer the wellset iton fire. Thedrlllers
had left the well, ahd were at the

boller, about a hundred yards 8istance || !

when the well was ignited. In fact
experlenced men with ges do not stay
at a well when electricity is playling
throngh-the air. There i8 no telling

just how far the gtream of gas reaches ||
into the alr, and especlally when It is ||

comingout of an ‘eigth and a quarter

inch well at the rats of 36,000,000 cubic || Ay
feet s day; with a force of nearly 700 | @

| _keop the’gas from re-fgniting from ths

| “get!hurt -that_give him concern.:. He

flames will probably-be made today,
“whenjs large hood that bas been made
“for purpose will be placed over the
“wefl*=This hood will have several
m;}u}mmuxh‘ which the gas: will

“escapé;each escape, belng provided
cwith & out-oft valve. Theso' will te
“shtt Off one at a time until flames ars
‘axtingulsted. ‘Steam will bo used'to

qutense heat of the esrth beneatlt tho
SRASAR . A e S R
§i M, McDowell says that the matter
;oL controlling:tho fire -does uot worry ||
'him,,.It s the fear that someone will{}

‘freely admita thab It he had ino busi-
irioss at the wall he woulk'not be near ’1

R
3

:j&;’:fn talking with Mp. McDowell, go
‘eral manager of;the Kansas Naturall
‘Gis Co.y we Jearn that the big well Is
& 36,000,000, producer, and:that 16,000
| Gabio ‘%k??z!{ﬂgt‘;ﬂﬁ‘ﬂ%q : F
“Chierokes coal=the ;prodict used Ao
: b/ Bash-wrberé the codl

S0 fost o pif 10081 4 S0
. v, A b T ﬁ 4 a s b
Aorisumed ;coal thets would <69 |

S ol Soa 8t

Sl

pound to the square inch,

“Tn il its fury, the roaring, rumbl- B
{ngy well, seemingly trying to tear to ||

the earth and all about it, Is a

bad a feg '+ 2 of fear. It seemed to us
like-a chalned demon tryine to break
theshackels that bind It,that it might

destroy all In its path. The very carth ||
trembles for hundreds of yarcs away. ||
. In looking away from the firey well ||

“the ovuntry around It has the appear:
ance of snow capped hills, with the
dark, luminous storm clouds in the
back ground. The reflection of the
light can be secn miles and miles,
while the country within a radlus of
at Jeast ten miles from the well is bet-
ter lighted than the average town {8
iby Ita street lights.

" Just hdw the flames wlill be exting-
plshed Is & perplexing problem. Seven
large boilers bave been placed around
the well from ecach of whichls extend-

“ed a two:lnch steam pipe. The four- |

teen streams of steam Were turned on

first'. time, ‘but with 'no more effect
‘tban the blowiog of a Kansas zephyer
or the Wwind of a professional politician
a8 on the rank and file,of the people.

dtitul sight. The editor visited the ||
we Erklay night In company with S.|
H. Batr, and we must confess that we ||

s
v o = e

and the price of gas Is20 cents a
thousand cublo fect. It Is easily seen
that the value of gasthat Is belng
burned Is 87,200 every twenty-four
hours, or {n the seven days the well
has been burning the company has lost
$50,400 besides the expense they have ||
already been to ip thelr effort Lo ex-j
tinguish the flathes. 3

1t may be Interesting In passing to
note that the differencé In the cost of
coal and Lhe cost of gas s 84,050 a day
In favor of the gas.

More than enough gas has been lost
to run the Caney Swunelter more than
two months.

To ad to the dangerous condition of
affalrs, two loads of- nitro-glycerine
stuck in the creek not over fifty yurds
from the well. There was no more
interest there for spectators, and the
well shoolers ki pt walér-in the cana
untll it could be carrled to places. of
safety and the wagons pulled out uf
the mud. Had the 1,800 quarts gone
off the tire would bave been put oub
of buslness nnd the country around It
would have been torn . up. But it

"/ "The' nexb sttempt to put out thell

dldn't go off.
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I Blk BLAZER
STILL  BURNS

Caney Buming Gas is Still B‘urni‘ng, and
and Attracts Wldespread Attentlon [t is the
Blggest Gas Well That Had Ever Been

& Known to be on Flre Thousands | of People

Come to Caney to See the Monster Flame.

THE 'GAS WELL HAS INCREASED
CREASED TO 70,000,000 CUBIC FEET

No Wondu ‘the Well Attxactq ‘the Attention of People

the Mouster Awe-Struck.
It's a ‘iwht Worth Traveling Many Ml]@b to See. |

KANSAS

Drawing showln{( Lﬁldrl&:‘gﬁl‘bn of the ® s e ni
gas well, 3 miles east and 2 mlles south AR L
ut Caney,

o
The Qas Well

Indian Ter




There is no denying the fact lh'u,
the people of Caney have secen all §
the sights of a burning gas weli that
they care to sec. From the time the
well was first fired the sight was ter:
ribly beautiful, (if such an expression

1g admissable In describing something [}

ful and terrible) but when the monster 3

gasser suddenly doubled In volume

lust Friday cvenlng the well struck (s

The terrible rumbling and roaring B

of the burning gas as it came from|
the well with a furce of aboutsix hun-|
dred and tifty pounds to the square
fnch sounded like the approach ofu
cyclone or tornado. Some people whu
have heard the wild waves of the
mighty deep when the sea was rougl:
gay it sounds just like the vcean wheu
a storm |s on.
At any rate’It was something terri
ble.: Che vibration from the well ra
led the windows in houses in tow:
tween four and five miles from tn
ell. Nervous people could not sleep
supersticlous pevple were in constani
' dread for fear of an upheavel of the

Feb. 25.

entire country, but there could be no
danger.

It grated unpleasantly on the nerves
of most, everybody. All were anxious
for the terrible rumbling and roaring
to cease, and when there was a chunge

.in the atmospherlic, ‘condition early
.Tuesday mornlog which carrled the
,awful nols away ‘from” the clty, the
eﬂect. was 43 the c«slm after a sworm
has a.sscd

B Ablnt,ervnfa tha rua.rlng would .dle
~iway-(mmlo was almost lust .to: the
nur.u't.bo :omg "ot a heavlly laden
{frelght ;tralni’: Then there - would

‘will be shut off by means of the valves.

-ldues not care whether or nut the hood
“|stays over the well.

oome 1 gush that seerhed ft wonld,bear
Je?y ‘bowels of the éarth out. The
es would_Jeap high {nto. the alr,

30d thare s A rafige of hilla fally sevep-
_fﬁn _r‘;t hlgh‘ between: Onne:.lnd

2 Yalley, and, she ‘well
e wdln the nrylowm _partalong
v ,V,,.:,L ‘,An\ #-‘w;"-'-a ]
Broke Joosa™ last
Toehmtbewiﬂrom

‘eould bé plalnly seen from’ town,|

and the other the diiculty of getting |
enough men around a six-inch hole at
one tIme to smother out the flames,
Another sure way wus to secure a
rock welghlng two or three tons, draw
It over the Well by means of chalns
fastened to fron rods fastened to the
irock. That was supposed to entirely
'shut off the gas. 1t mlght. have ||
worked, gt |
Another plan was_ recolved by the |
CHRONICLE. t.hrough the malls. It

llrn umr

|and guards were stntioncd along cvcryl
approach to warn spectators of the
danger of golng near the minjature !
yoleano, which had increased In vol- |
ume from 36,000,000 to about, 70,000,000
(these estimates are glven by J. C.
McDowell, general manager of the
Kunsas Natural, and who has had a
life-time experience with gas wells.)
The shower of stones had ceased by
Sunday evening, and Monday morning
the work of laying a track of rallroad |
fron to the well, on which to run the|
It.ruck cartylng the hood was begun. |
S0 intense was the heat that water ||
was constantly thrown on the work-
men and then they counla not work long
without golong after fresh alr.
The hood arrlved Tuesday mornlng
by special traln from Independence, E
snd was taken to the well soon as pos- ||
sibie. The work of placing It over the||
x¢ll was bewun immediately. It will
e ballasted down over the well secure-
'ty 50 Lhat the pressure of gas from the
vell can not blow it off. To this is at-
vached two lines of pipe, onc stralght
up, and one leading 300 feet away from
uhe well. This plpes are 12 and 8-Inch
pipes. These are expected Lo separate
the flame from Lhe well, when the gas

|

Steam will constantly play on the
hood w keep the flames that may come
from the leaks extinguished. The
lames once extinguished, the company

In fact It will
have to come off before the work of
casing the monster can go on.
Tuesday afternoon Mr. McDowell
very kludly and courteously es-
corted our party around the well, and
everything to be seen was shown us.
As we neared the monster from the
northwest the vibratiun was so great(;

was coursing through our body.
Outslde the torrid range came the
[tropical, and the early herbs had made
a growth of as much as two {nches,
caused by she warming of the ground.
A little further away epring had not
as yet made itself manifest.
Everybody had a theory of- the best
|and easlest way to put the fire out.
ITne Coffeyville Record said it would
ibe done by dressing men up in sults
Imnde of gunny sacks soaked In water.
With these o protect them they would
rush {n and with wet gunnysacks in
thelr bands would smother out the
flumes. There are two weak polnts In

)

|that theory;.one I8, what would pro-
tect the men from the bolling water,

| was probubly the best method of ex.

’ .Not a moment's time has been lost

watmngbh ot the well'and what they

f+The sight ln'otdodrbr th; ﬁumlng
‘mn h wpn.h t) nltnc mmz ‘mlles’ w

A 3 o i that it felt like a current of electricity |
“ Photo by Franks taken Sunday night ||

was to throw énough salt Into the wel
to,smottfer. It ont.:Buy ‘who won)
pnt. the salt fn? 550 :

Another was Lo tunnel “under an
ground, put a partition in the tunnel,’
one for air and one for escapluyg  gas. !|
Then put a clamp on the gas plpe to|
prevent Its pulling apart, then siw an |
opening In the pipe, and shut the £as |
off by means of a slide. That might*
work all right, but Mr. McDowell says
the man who would do that had just,
as well say his prayers before he weot 1|
in, fur he would never get out alive. j

Dynamite was suggested, and glycer- |
lne was thought of, both of which
might have worked all right.

Another suggestion sent to Mr. Ut-
terback was to take a blanket, double
Livand wet It, fasten a chaln to it and
dr.n'- it over the well.

But the men in charg~ of the well,

| who baye had years of experience in

| handling gas wells, seen fit to work
| out their own salvation, and bad thé |
bood made. - They thought the huod

tinguishing the flames.

Plans and ideas of how to extlngulsh
the flames have been recelved ‘by the ||
score through the mall, over the phone
and by wire. Some are very amusing

by, the company. From the very
moment; the offclals knew the real

|had to fight, they begun preparing for
{the battle. - The toundry at’ Indepen-
dence worked night and day and’ Sun-
du too; maklmthe hood, and the very
moment {%. wons 'completed :a 5peo|:l
train was ready tabring It to Caney. |
'Another speolal train was chartered ||
t0 bring other material from Channte
whare other parts or t.ba neoeqary ap-
\pATAtUS Was madé, s A

,

pald for lhe troub]e and cxpenqe
gentleman from Connecticut who was
who was in the vicinity hired a rig at
Tyroanddrove out. Ilis team thought
he was directing them into the bot-
tomless pit and refused to be driven

into the sea of brimestone. They ran
away, and It cost him a new buggy to
see the well.

Another man from Boston begged
the workmen to take him out at any
cost.

Two ladies from Joplin, Missourl,
hired Mr. Oglesbee to take them out
to Dave Brown's, relatives of thelrs.
When they reached the top of the hill
he had bard work persuading them to




\

Taken Sunday night Marc
well—Photo by Franks.

h 4, -showing the I[ncreased’ st,réngth' of the

I

- I Re)s

go on; they wanted to turn back, after|

coming all that distance to see the
well. They said they knew they would
not sleep any, and we expect they, did
not.. : i
YAz night is the time tosce 2
fng gas well. It Is then that one can
sce It In all t8 beauty and attractiv
ness, :

Many dead ducks were seen around
the well, “They fiew over the well on
thelr voyage to the Northland; ‘and
the flames from the well nlunrpca't,ed
them, and the heat singed thelr feath-
ers berote they struck the ground.

The Jlght from the well can be geen
for thirty ot forty mijes. A party liv-
ing five miles west, of Independence
heard the roaring and saw the light

hun:_l-

It can be séen at Cherryvale and.be-
yond Eik CIty and as far 28 Clarefaqré
report bas come that the well can be

plalnly peed.” " 7, 4/ e g
nresof.the well was
E/ B

_Beyeral good pl
takep:& W, E."Godden -and:

“tisuch a place.

thinking the tank farm’wes on fire. |

Aldrich, which appeared In the To-
peka Journal. The Kansas Chty Star
has had Mr. Frank L. Martin on the
ground since Sunday and he has been
doing good service.

“It's an ill wind that blows nobody
any good.” While the gas company
is losing thousands of dollars worth of
wood gas, Caney Is derlving thousands
of dollars worth of advertising. For
a week the papers bhave been full of
the burning gas well, and hundreds of
| people now know that Caney is on the
{ma.p who never knew befure there wis
It has furnished a har-
vest for the liverymen. Every avail
aple conveyance has been kept In con
stant use, and then the demand was
igreater than the supply.

Tuesday evening an excursion train
[trom Cedar Vale brought 302 sight
seers from Cedar Vale, Elgin, Sedan,
| Peru, Nlotaze and Havana. Nobody
knew they were coming fur suse untll

cunveyances to the depot to take them
out. C. E. Clifton and’ T. E. Trigg

20} ustled aroznd and did the best they

Fraoks esch'bhad good night
: o beeti scut

*

could, and did exceedIngly well, under

4 he clrcumstances, but a large crowd ||

' & town In Southern Kansas.
| curslons -are belng arranged from |

| well at Caney
| clty, and certa
| hear In every o1ty
| 18- hoped ‘will
| flames . I8 neat
| ‘weltand we.h

e rjungular shaped

a late hour and it was imposible to get ||

Wednesday evening's traln brought
1n bundreds of people, and accomoda
tlons were much betten Everyone
who could rig up a means of convey-
ance did so, and while there Is not yet
enough, the sltuation js much re-|
lleved. )

It the. well s still burning Sun-
day, there will be the Dbigyest
orowd. in OCaney. ever assemb]udEin

x-

Wichita, Nevada and Joplin, Mo., and |
Kansas City. Everybody will have to
vhrow open thelr homes, If thoe crowd
Is properly taken care of. - But we hope
the well Is under control’ before this|
gota futo print. ' We aro advartised & |
big plenty. Miss Lewln 18 hotne .from
8t. Louls,-and says_the, burning. gas
ey 1aall  the talk in that
{n)y that {8 all. you can

“town and.hamlet
L o e ldaf, 0t )

In the Wesb- Rl e G i
. AB we go'to préss thé hood which it
“maater ; the' monster
{ng:the;mouth- of'the
ope, and - slncerely; hopé
that ere thisedition of the CHRONICLX
{810 print thab the burnlng: gas wall
at Caney ‘willhave passed InLo history,
4 Many: 6t Sour: pe;ple: baye ‘hlfeady |
opéenéd thelr homes to:visitors, ‘and
¥ th those who come'to the
115 tils Githes ‘

0

1t was not because the
well was stronger that the flame was
larger.

show itsell.

The machinery with which to put
the hood over the well consists of a
crane. This I8
mounted on two trucks, and suported |
|".hy a network of steel cables.

A little Incident occured at the well |
'when a couple fellows offered a drink
of whisky to some of the workmen

Some other of the workmen took a
|punch at him, and when he goOb

through the mill, he somewhat’ re-

.embled _a stuck hog in a packing
aouse

When the hood was within about

fifteen feet of the well the front ‘axel
uf the front truck supporting the plpe
broke. - When the plpe supporting the
hood was dlsconnected the welght of
the hood broke une of the guy cables,
allow/ng It to swing around off the
track. It will probably take a day or
two before they are ready to go to
work again. >

But whisky and holsting the huge
fron cranes and placing them, won't
| work together, and whisky had to go.

Mrs. Hawes of Danvllle, Illlnols,
and her sister Mrs. Rickey were In the
office to "day. She -says all youcan
hear in Danyllle; and on, th¥_tralo, 13
the burning gas well At Cney.. | -1
‘i Bunday exoursions will be run brings:;

had to walk out.

| Ing thousands of people to. the olty.}]




'ﬂ%e'ﬂt On Like a Charm, But Was Too
Light o Withstand the Constant

CANEY, KANSAS, FRIDAY,

MAKCH 16. 1906.

HE  HOO

D FAILED

Pressure of the Gas

'THE TOWN WAS OVERFLOWED
The Disagreeable Weather Sunday Did

§
i
{
{

Not Keep the Peo

ple Out of Caney

The broken axle In the front truck
supporting the heavy lead pipes sup-
porting the hood that was to extin-
guish the burning gas well was replac-
ed last Saturday, and the bhdod wax

" rigged up for the test.

i
{
|
i
|

e

{
Fe
!
L
F
o

i
{

*,of the current, and the hood stralght-

" plpe more rapidly than the steel, of

;and in fact it was reported in town

It was 8lx o’clock when it wasswung

~over the well. Soon as the rim of the
hood struck the strong current of gas |
It was tipped to an angle of abont' |

forty-five degrees.. The boom of the,

blg crane supporting It was swung out,

1ed." Afaln It “was swung in and
{8 time It was held almost perpen-
dictlar, Just as the workmen were
y to lower the hood it dropped
rom the lead plpe. This wus caused
by the heat expanding the cast iron

which the hood was made.
Many thought the hood was ruined,

that the hood was blown all to pleces,
But the repurt, like many uther
storles, was without foundation. The
threads on the hood or those In the
pipe were nut even bruised

This delayed vperations until other
repalrs cuuld be made. The hood was'
connevted up agaln, and this time It
was fustened tw the beariugs by heavy |
fron straps, su thau it could not fall.

It was just 3:48 Monday afternoon
when Englneer Webb gave the signal
to swing the-bood toward the well,
Befure the signal was yiven every
sUppYrt, every guy rope, every pully,
and” everything tbat supported the
huod In theleast was curefully examio-
ed. The management wanted no ac-
cldent this time, and they did not
bave. -
Everything moved llke clock work.
The hood swung into the flame and
overthe well without a quiver. It
3

wered to the ground and the
8hot through the ve. L or open-

fia gf

strangers were In town, coming from
as far ags Montreal, Canada, and we
TaD across one man from Minneupolls,
Minnesota.

The 8anta Fe had a special of ten
coaches from Kansas City, and une
from Tulsa with four coaches besides
e€xtra equipment on all the regular
| tralns and all were loaaed,

The Missourl Paclfic brought In
three extras. One came fromn Wich §1

’ with twelve coaches loaded with slght

seers, and another train of Lwelve
coaches coming from Nevada, Joplin
and Intervening points. A three
coach train came frum Neodesha.

The proposition of getting all the
pcople to the well was a hard one.
Mayor Wilson had men busy Saturday
arranging with the farmery tocome in
and run thelr wagons between Capey
and the well, and he could figure on
conveyance for elght hundred at a

1of if"the top of the hwird fully twen-
'ty feet higher than ever befors. Of
oourse the flames khot ou’ from under
'the bottom of the hood, but the steam
/from tbe seven bollers was turned on,
and the workmen began throwing dirt
around the bottom of. the hr«x, and
| Boon they were extingulshed.
Then came the test of the hood.
! The valve In the hood begun t close,
and the gas escaplng from the mouths
‘of the lead plpes fncreased in “volume.
But the baliast around the bottom of
the hood would not bold the. gas, and
it agaln broke ont.:. The workmen
went at them llke mad, and soon - the
flames at the bottom of the hood were
oonquéred agafn,. This timé dirt was
thrown up around the hood a5 high as
the valre, and o' thissveral thousand
pounds “of {mad" In sacks wers'plled.
It was declded to Jetjthis Bettle over
gty o watarwad ostlaumlly la:
|Ing on the ballast, and fresh dirt was
[to be heaped upon It until Tucsday
{morning.
| Everybody thought the fire was just
'as good as out. The men who had
been on such nervous strain were feel-
Ing as judbllant as conquering heroes
could feel. They ‘were congratulated
by people on every hand who were as
anxious as they to see she big burning
gasser conquered. . The brave men
who bad worked constantly in the

(town.

No sooner had they reached
the city than a messenger came In
with the disappointing word that the
kas hud worked {ts way through the
dirt and the flames were agaln coming
'from the buttom of the hood.
Workmen were gathered togethsr
' rapidly as pussible and dispatched to
the well. They battled with the
flumes all night but could not conquer
them. By morning the heat of the
i fire xnd the force of the gas had eaten
{a hole in the stesl hood, and the work
ot two weeks was simply time wutqd,
|to say nothing of the expense. There
|18 nothing to the theory that sand and
isalt water bad cut through the hood,
becuuse there Is no sand coming from
the well, or it would be falllug to the
ground. The force of gas itself will
wear away whatever resists it, when
once it finds an opening through which
it escupes. -

The hood 1ays useless over the well,
while the flames are roaring like mad
from beneath and through'it. The
reflection cannut be seen, becauss the
' blaze Is scattered by the houd fully
|fitvy feet In every direction and does
not extend into the alr, Another and
{heavler hood I8 being made, and battle
{with the well will bs begun just as
{soon a3 It can be.mads ready.

The crane I8 completely rufned, and,
the heat has put the .pump, located
labout fifty yards away from the well,
Eout. of business. Tbe track on which
itbc trucks stand s ruined,- .lpd the
entire work will have to be dons ‘over
again. S S
{ The work of remov(og the debris be-
[gun Wednesday afternoon and 'ls."prp.-
[gresaing rapidly a8 possible: * Thecan-
non from the tank, farm, which /has
beeh at the gaswell & &otiple, weeks,
was removed to the bt:hhlordu the
vreex pottheast  fromithe” , 4ad
seyeral sbots fired {ofd tife hood, In
the hope of knooking b Oyer, but’ the
\effort falled. ‘A Jog.chalf was' drawn
fnto the M'_Mﬁﬁiu?qn@[ .@l_tcu
out, when It was seen/ that I8 iwould
1ast ooly 8 few g‘:‘i’.ﬁk in the tarrit)
; 3

terrible heat wers . congratulating
themselves that the hard fought bat-
tle was won. Manager McDowell sald
that be never saw a more loyal set- of
workmen, and the compliment had
{been earned by the nerry men who
\fought the flames. y

| Work had ceased for the night, and
|all but & few who were left to keop
{watch and to keep throwing the dirt
‘arqund the hood and water playing|

,iou the dirt 80 as to pack It solidly

: Aheaoan B
iwell, b of them so far can be !
‘traced to authority. There I8 nothing
"in the report that oll Is spouting.ont
of the well, or that the company has
|g1ven up the effort to put It out.
I ° A BIG CROWD
Sunday opened up stormy, and was
lone of the worst days of tbe entire
\winter,

Caney was expectlng ten thousand
visitors that day, and had It not been
for the weather man, would have had

" ‘aruund the hood, were on their way to |

and other towns,

Sy

éhd"eivex;} rlé if]m

more.  As it was, fully five thousand

'No

one was allowed to charge more |-

Covd

could be gotten hold of was pressed

Into service.

It was too cold for people not used
[to the open alr to ride In the country
'wagon, but the enclosed rigs were kept
busy all day. Many walked out and
lots of people rode out In the open rigs
through the storm, §

Everything was wide open, and its
one Sunday that was stricken off the
calendar |n Caney. Had the -Btores

)nob been open the people would haye
[suffered from the cold,

All the hotels and restaurants had
all they could possibly care for, The
Ideal Restaurant ted over one thous-
(and people, and the other eating
| bouses In proportion. One merchant
W8 kept busy cntting cheese in ten
oent slices untll twoand a half cheese
had been sold, while It kept Lwo Lusy

trip. Saturday night rigs came n

from Independence, Cofleyville, Sedan

supplying the crackers.

The crowd was admirably handled,

than $1.00 for the round trip to the
well.  While there was too much
drinking, yet the crowd war well be-
|baved, and cousldering the crowd, few
|were locked up. Two Independence
back drivers filled up to the quarre'ing
polnt on booze, and had Lo be quieted
|down by the marshal,

The people of Caney did everything
possible to make It pleasant for our
visltors and we belleve that al) can
truthfully say that the crowd of fully
dve thousand people were handled as
well as they could possibly have been
un a stormy day.

Thirty-two agents and ofcials who
had been attending the conventlon of
Missour! Paclfic Agents at Coffeyville
|came over Wednesday afternoon. Af.
jter the meeting was over the Generul
Manager told them to gu down to the
depot and take a speclal train awalt-
Ing them and come over to Caneyv and
/886 tho greatest wonder of the world,
'and they came, the company paylng
iall expences.
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CANEY IS ROASTED

Bullles From Other Towns Run
[\ Up Against it Hard

DECENTPRESS TAKES UP FIGHT

Even Distort Caney News to Make it
Appear Caney Is a Bad Town

-

Out of town toughs ran up agalost
the real thing In Caney on'excursion |
day, and we are surprised that decent|
newspapers are jumping onto Caney |
officlals because they wouldn,t let
it.hem run the town and everybody In
t. |
One complalnt comes from Winfield !|
who sent one Howard Compton, the |
acknowledged bully of the town, over |
on the excursion.

warned that there would be something

dolng it Compton got pad.  When Mr. '

Bishir was called to the train it was to

take charge of Cuompton. He'told the

big bully to come with him and bhe re-

fused.. Bishir chugged bim = couple’]
times with his fist, und Compton was'
guod the restof the  time while in.

Canay. - AR i

Another howl came from Sudun. !
/The Launce feels awfully bud becsuss,
gne Tompkins wus bandled without

luves. Tompklns came vver Lo have

time In his own sweet way. lle was

sappouinted. In Sedan he may be in
the hablt of running the towu; in |
Caney City Marshal Bishir has, It mavl
be, a foolish idea thal he druws his’|
salary for handling such men, and
when be comes in contact with such
fellows as Tumpkins be bandles them.
It Is probably au oversight on the part
of the council that he {5 not pruvided
with gloves. Tompkius put up 10 for
his appearence o police court Monday
and judging our city manshal by bim-
self, suppused he (Bishir) $.uck It In
his pocxet. But he didn't. And
promptly Monday morning the forfalt
was turned over toJudge Buckley, and
the case is properly docketed v page
67 of the police dosker.

The Cherryvale Lepublican got sore
at somethfng und wilifully distorted
and article in the News makiug It ap-
pear that the officers of this clly
cruelly bandled offenders, when It wus
clearly and plainly, written marshals
in the Terrltory outside Oxney's jurls-
diction. R

It toughs comes from other towns to
Caney, they may expect to geb such
treatment as they are looklng fur; at
Jeasythat is what would-be-bad men
at Cfiney have Jearncd Lo expect.

. To be.plain and.|
not profane Compton raised hell all 'l
the way over, and Marshal Blshir was’

Made the Well Hot,

A correspondent who viklted the
burning gas well Jast week wiltes (o
the Atchison Globe: *The heatl Is
warming the wround to such a degree
that the farmens are  profiting.  Let-
tuce and radishseed put in the ground
at 6 u'clokk last nlght had sprouted,
pushed through the soll and matured
by seven this morning and thousands

of teams are engaged In bhauling the |

products of this immense hot bed to
market. Allsorts of experiments are
belng tricd. One man planted pota-

Loes and in six bours he nut only had jj
| potatoes big enough to dig, but the|
heat went on and cooked them so that |

they were baked feady for the table.
Egys lald within two miles of the well
are hatcbed within to hours, and all
tLe Incubators in- this section have
been thrown away. Watch for the

Caney gas well Incubater. The n: me ||

|s sure to be attached to the next In-

cubator Invented, ' The flames were fi

shooting np so0 - high at nvon today
that fear was expressed thal the heat
in the beavens would cause those who
were the-e to wonder If they hud

1906.

reached the other.place.”

PR

' more agalnst the land owner than be- 8
'tween the companies. i

A LINE WAR._

.

0il- Companies-In. Wayside Fleld
Deilt Uncomfortatly Cikte. 2

There Is a line war on at Wayside
betsween three oll companles, and a8
usual In such cases, considerable feel-
ing 1s belng cngendered. probably |

Some time ago the Santa Fe Rafl-|
way company gave a lease on its right
of way through the Wayslde ficld and |
the lessees began operating. The first |
well was drilled within 100 feet of the|
Allen lease. The usual custom Is to]
keep 400 feot from Its line, but, as the |
rlght of way there, {s only 100 feet:
wide Is was Impossible to get away |
from the line. The Vulcan Oll Com- |
| pany, which Is_operating the Allen,

icume on and drilled an off set well.
;Then the right of way people went
I over to the South side of the track and
'started a, well within 20 feev of the
National Production Company's Paul|
farm line. That made the National|
folks ‘‘red hot” and they put a.rig
within ten feet o,{t.hc line, so that a
good jumper could almost leap from
one to the other. Now the right of
way crowders have made another loca- /|
tion 20 feet from the Paul line, and the |
Natlonal people have set another stake |
ten feet from the rallway land—and|
oll Is only 67 cents a barrel. - [

“The thing that warms up my west-
*tD blood most,” sald one of the oper-
ators who'ls being crowded, ‘‘is that
the Santa Fe to whom we have pald
thousands of dollars In frelght In this
fleld, should 1ease a-little-narrow strip
of lJand to the Injury of those who
have them. It looks to me like a
mighty nearsighted and poor business
poliey.” 5

And the fight has'just begun.  ~




Dotng Quite Well
The Caney Glass .Company shipped
five cars of glass lasy week to Denver,
Colorado, und Minneapolls, Minne-

sota. They will get out tive cars this|
week to the same -points. The plant ||

| will be shut down Saturday and Mon-
day, setting LIOCKS..
will finlsh the sevénth month this fire
without a break orabobble. This not
only speaks well for the management,

but algo for the cla.ssot workmen they ||

employ.
8o far, the oompany ‘has ahlppcd 100

c.arn of glass this reason.

_This has nveraged about $1,500 to the |

t4r, or $160,000. £NOw It you know the
cost, of producuou yon can readily see
the profit in the bndmss.
. Besldes what hu “been shipped ont
the' company hasyplles and piles o

Next Saturday ||

glmyetwbom dbo: uDOD bOI
readyfo‘lhlp., S IaE |
In Society
Independence Reporter: The non
of Mroaod M, E PO Allen va <oul
Gth street was Lhe scene of o ve

pleasant gathering on Thursd v cve
ing when their daughters, Mrs L
tlackledge of Caney, Mrs. Lilli
Kahn of Iiinols, and Mrs. Hoyt "
of Chanute, entertained thehi  foru.
friends. Each lady layited hel
cotericof chums aned each ent stadne
in a Jifferent room. A sumptuo
dinner was served at six o'clooxw,  ene
THOW Mo
Lo her N
and M
for (lu
They
a hoat
velen

oW

dinlog In sepirale
Blackledue
Caney Friday
Kabn and Mrs
homes Eriday
raised here and  cach
friends wlad
them ho . €.

it
returned
wicrning.

Cates lel
evening

had
10

wre

Wl were

The Penalty of 2 Kiss

A little chap m one of i’ I
grades is paying the penalty of st v
in @ portion of every noon, just heeall
s gir] was s0 sweet be coula pot
sist the templatjon Lo steal a Kiss,

That is real cruel of the teacht
ITow lupg, at 1he same rate, wou
take her to pay the penilly of e
hiss she has willingly permitted o !
stolen? Andshe didn'tthink. wroen
cither. and i 't suppose she ol

W

find anyone who wotld qrgn. e Gis
~honld she tryv oo natural Hife ting
In the spring bime you et Wit
yenr house. - Why not your boty: 11
fister's Rocky Mountatn ‘T Illl\'-
ct dTpurinles, cleanses wnd e ele
the blowd s pul‘l‘i-'\ llu- q‘u i sy
tem. 35 centa. Do AL Titor.;

Q0T MARK KILLION

He was Captured at Cc;pan and Taken
“  to Nowata

Deputy Sheriff Bishir got word Sat-
urday that Mark Killion had been ar-
rested at Copan, and he and J. K.
Gullkey went down to get him.

As was expected, Mark refused to
accompany them without requisition
papers, 80 he was held under a fuyl-
tive warrant, and taken to Nowata,
where, to glve the language of the U.
S. marsbal, **he wlll be held until you
come for him."

Mr. Bishir immediately took the
pecessary steps to et requisition pa-
pers, which came Tuesday, and Sherlf
Prultt went down to Nowata Wednes- ||
day evening after him.

« Mark was wanted in Caney on the ;} s

charge of 'feloneouns assault’ on the
person of Charles Smith, a boy about
seventeen years old, whom he struck
with a gun at Grnvcs & Graves’ llvury
barn several weeks ago. . .
‘ Irs. John J. Hopps Dead

G. B. Atwood recelved word from J.
. Hopps at Lawton, Oklahoma, the
firsy of this week that his wife died
there Monday, March 13. He dld ‘not
state the cause of her death, - . .

Mrs. Hopps will be remembergd. by
ber wran$Oaney Triends 28 an extellent
lady, and atrue chrlabla.u ohanwter.
When. here she wus &' member ot bhe
Bapllst church. : B

AT A Blg Pump
A pump welghing twenty-two tons
was anloaded here last Bunday and
taken to the tank farm., This was all
ip one piece, and required three teams
with a three-wheel-block and tackle
to lad it onto the wagon.
think of une wagon holding ‘2
ur load] - But {L was a monater wagon
and 8trong enough to ‘haul the blg
pump to the station on.. Tbe Stan-
dard surely intends making the Caney
pumplngswlion the be.st. In the west.
-And,.by the. ‘way,#{t.f8. rumored
they intend putt.lnz fgr refinery here; |
but that fa just_rum

TOO MUCH BUTTER|

Counclil Met In Regular Session
Tuesday Evening

ONE ORDINANCE WAS PASSED

Sewer System and Water Works
Extenslon Discussed

| The council met Tuesday night In
| regulur session, with all members
present—Franks and Barr coming In
late. :
Probably the smallest batch of ollls
that hus ever come before the council
was allowed, while ‘one ‘account was
lald on the table because it had tou
much outter In it. It was a blll for
grocerles for a small-pox patlent, and
| showed that the tamily bad bought a
| pound of butter a day for several days.
The health officer was instructed
| that small-pox patients owning dogs
must keep the dogs uader strict quar-
Intine or have them killed, he to com-
municate the same to the patients.
| A petition s out for" a sewerage In.f|
| the business portlon of tha town;
{|und 1t was found that the proposition
to vote bonds for the improvement of
the water works could not .be voted
upon at the coming city electliun,
vhe law requiring at :least, twenty
days notlce. :

The watef works superintendent
has been baving truuble with  Walt
. Cunnelly and the Glass plant.”  He
was {nstructed to collect water rental
from Mr. Coonelly or shut off his sup-
ply, and the water committées was- In-
structed to call upon ‘the Glass com-
pany and fix up with t,bem. RO o,
"'The olty ordcred Uity ~Attorney
Work to settle costs In'suits: appealed|
to dlst.rlct, court forseveml years back.
= costs’ ‘be-
ven by: ‘the

defendors o! tha clty’s peaée and dig-
L8 4“\1'1&\)\

ae]

10
; tbamdcltymrbhu . Tele:
| ephne 0oy {0 sevt ebo led {necessary
‘ ot atd the Canhey :Gas ¢Mmos,was




MONSTER OIL WELL|

G R0-0f
Was Brought in Tuesday After-
noon in 2-28-14

A SHC')“WING OF 1,000 BARREL

One ot the Biggest in the Entire Kan- |
sas.Territory Field

That Caney is fast becomlng the
Mecca of 0il men I8 becoming more
apgarenb every day.

ne of, If not the biggest wells yet.
drilled in the entire Kansas-Terrltory
field was brought In Tuesday after-
noon, when No. 4, \Iartha Norris
ledse in 2-28 13, OWned by Charles
Owen was cowp‘leled The well was
4rilled in by J. Brown, andshot by
Shooter Wasson,

The shoot was made in fully 1,200
teet, of oll, and after the shot was
made the well showed fully 1,000 a
day. Mr. Brown sald it was the best
‘oller he eversaw, and he has npem
many years in the oll business

The well 181,368 feet deep, and the |
ofl sand In which the strike was made |
is thirty-eight feet - thick, and every
foot of it E)ay grand,” Thisis som ething |
remarkab oil usually runs in
streaks t.hrough the sand. .

.The well is about seven miles south-
cast of Caney and is in the same pool
that the big gasser i8. A great many

found somewhere near the big gas
well, and their theory seems to have .
been correct. .

The pool southeast of Capey is tbe
centerof attraction to oil men. 1t is|

ing ong of-the Ter,v bhest:
as one -of the~largest’
Kansas-Territory fleld. - ;

- The CHRONICLE has always claimed
that Caney would yet become an oll
town as well as the BIG GAS TOWN,
and our predigtion, which was nothing
more than a guess founded on hope,
i{s becoming a sqlld fact. -

t.he entire

oll men claimed that big oil would be |

being-developed:rapidly, : and s - prov-|
I8 as-.well |

NELL STILL BURNING

Jhe Big GQas Well 5till Master ot
the Situation

RIED IT AGAIN YESTERDAY

Three Efforts to Get the Hood Over
the Well Falled

The new hood was rigged up las!
Munday and promptly it 11:05 the siye

aul was given to swing it towards Uit g

well. 1t took just five minutes Lo el
the hood over the well and lowered
At one Lime it looked as though the

wotl would fopple over, but it was |/

struightened up, and the flames came
o under the bottom of the hood in
heels, and couid not be put, out, as

ey easily were when the first hooo ||

vas put on,

The wurk of ballasting down the |

tivod with dirt, rock, scraps of iron
cle., were cont fnued all afternoon ano
night, and was given up next morning
and anew howd ordered.

=The boun pole of the crane was
wmelted down fn Just nine minutes af |
ter B was swung info [he funes,

When it was found thap the effor
was i fazlure the  work of removin
the hood was begun. When taken el
i, was found that the hood was lh]ur‘l
el bu very Hutle, and 1t was decided
10 try it agmin, The crane was piteh
ed up, #ud the heod put on three times
yesterday, vach time Leing a futlure

The effort wili be renewed  just n:
soon. us Lhe new huood, being mude a!
Cherryvale can - be compleled, \yhlch
fINpedpebiybe tombrruty i cini )

Gas Well Stopped School

The . influence of the blg gas well
stupped the Methudist Cullege ab Wln
deld for a day.

It huppened thls way: Seveml Jor |
i1ie professurs from the, coliegd camo
wer on Lhe excursion train to see: ,t.he
Aell, and sm)c-d over until Monday,‘
-:pm.l.ln;z to gét pack on the regﬁla‘r
crtin. When the ‘conducwr ca.mo
around - the professors,. with. m ny
sthers, handed, him. - the excm‘s 0n }
; icket, but he would not take; bhem ;
Chey insisted,: and::he told tHeuho .
would take thém as far.as Nlofaze\ Rha 'y !
wire ror lnsbruct.lons. which he! Id,.
.ind got an answer that: he, would‘-geb
{instruotions at Bédan.t ol an. gl

. When the train reached " Bedan ﬁha
«herifr and, deput.lea,ware nt. thede tr {
g0d “all’; who~cpuld not or would ﬁ“é‘b.fv‘
dig up trere takeh off “the traln

' Most”'of - bbd' pmressors n.s*ml
- marfy ‘others, dl;l not, figure on's
over nfghb,-a.ndmdsbennhelrm'a &y
56 had to: walb: at: Bedin: Tuntilit
could; “get ‘tho’ neouury nds}
Homé; and the;, "80hoo 'oould ndh
Hlthél}h mhemﬂ.nﬁv i

i" "F’.r’

. We want to bongmtulate Mr. Mo-c

snclates who'touxht the fire day’ ands ,

| vhey hope, will naverh

|THE FIRE - IS OUT
_5,30.10(0

‘| The Big Gas Well 1s Finally

Conquered ‘

ALMOST HAD IT WEDNESDAY

A Short Cable Prevented the Flame
Being But Out Wednesday

The flames at the big gas well were |
snullied out yesterday afternovon ahout |
530 o'clock, and the blggest gas well |
in the world will svon have the lid on, |
to he opened up and used only at tho |
will of the Kansas Natural Co., unless, |
like the lid on the Kansas joints, It |
springs a leak occaslonally, The ef- |
lorts Wednesday were a fallure.
The old houd was used, the new one
being su beavy 1L was feared the crane
would not hold It. It was enclosed
over the well nicely, and the flames -
around the.buttom were extinguished,
but broke out again, as they nlwars .
have.
The elevators were rammed off tho ;
first of the week, allowing the casing: -
to drop into the well, which did away -
with the flame at the bottom of the .
well. There 18 now only one flame to
cuntend with, and that goes straight
mto the air. Now the workmen can.
el up close to the well, thz heat be-.
o preater Hrfly or a hundred feet
vick than It is close to the escap-
U WIS,

The ground around the well was
eveled off and the hood lowered. But
sLill trouble was experlenced In stop-

pingl the tlames at the bottom of the
nowul,

A wire cable waswound around a
reel attached to the wheel that closes 1
ibhe valve in the escape in the top of
Le hood, and when ali was in readl-
ness several men took the end of the
cable and ran with Ity hoping to close
the valve before the escaping gas
would ignite. Unfortunately the cable .
was about two feet too short, and

ing was left in-the valve suffclent to
allow quite a flow of gas, the flamo. -

the fire flashed defiunce In the face of
Its would be captors, .

Everything was made ready 3cster-
duy, and anothereffort was declded on:’
The same hood was used but It was.
‘more seourely tied on by heavy ballast:

cess, - It did not take long.. When nll=
was ready the men ran like life depondq r(

life or. death to_the biggest gas fi
aver  known. It was ‘all over. ' The
great force of, the gas nlsed the hood
out the ﬂamm ‘were gono. VHTA

Duwell and his falthtal, enduring as
nfght.. It was an‘awlol battle b

withal [t gave them’ uch yaluable'e
perlence, w‘blcb we hope; dnq dohb :

In putting ott ahothsr s

when the rope was unwound, an open-..

belog cut down to about ‘twelve feets s
Like mad the gas tore a great hole In
the ground under the houd, and again:‘

More cable was used on the. reel, andz.'

(hls time the effurt . was a grand BUCEs
L

ud upon'thelr speedy and {t.did meaniiy

i




While the Fire is Out Still a Blg
Job Ahead

IS BIGGEST IN THE WORLD|

There 1s None That Equals Caney's|
Big Qasser |

Puttlng out the fire was by no means |
the least act In controlling Caney's|
moostergas well. It has yet to bej
capped, and that Is a great task, since
invhas developed that the well is the
liypgest In the world.

}:hc work of capplng the well is In
charge of Assistant Superintendent
Tom Gavin. In order to guard against
another tire a T pipe has been placed
on the well thut leads the gas away
from the well. Thisalso enables them
o build the derrick, for working on a

derrick over such volume of gas Isa;
dangerous operation, If not an lmpos-]

sibility.

The gas well has given the Caney|

gas field an advertisement that cannot
help but prove beneficlal. The eyes of
the manufacturing world Is looking
upon us. Buch men as Mr Landop of
the Kansas Natural are predictin{~a
town of from ten;to fifteen thousand

people in & few years. It cannot help
but bring factories to our doors.

In spesking of the well the Inde-
pendence Reporter says:

|

#Did some one tell you while the
Caney gas well was buraing that it/
was not an unusually large well, that

it the cumpany really wanted to it

could put the fire out in ten minutes;

didn't you read a lot of stuff like this
in some of the anti-everything news-
papers? Well, bavén't we told you

lots of times you could not belleve a

thipg about oil or gus these anti-every-

thi pers told you? .

{ cross T by which the gas Is di-
verted Inorder that & derrick may be
buflt, was placed over the well yester- |
day afternoon, and last night the
yolume of the gas was guaged. It reg-
istered 61 million cublo feet » day.
And It must be remembered this wasg
after it had blown for nearly 8ix weeks.
Go tell ‘it to those antics. Go ask
them if they ever heard of & gas well
in ‘all the hlstJOr{ of the oll or gas
business that actually guaged as much.
They can’tdo It « o o

The fact is the Caney gas well 18 the |
Jargest ever drilled west of ~the -Miss-
issippl -river, - andijt: '+ confidently|
bcl&ved to ba the largest ever, drilled |

4 the. world.% There-1s; &) possibllity.
‘that the Blg Moses was larger, but it
was in. & smaller “hole and no gauge
wag mads when [t was at. its belght.
“Taking the slze of the bolp jnto con-
aiderstion.the well:ja’ undoubt-
‘edly=the” world’s récord ‘breaker/ A
no‘lr ’;derﬂ%g}a_; bej!‘ng bg}lb Over tbﬁ
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What May Follow |
Indcpendence Tlmes: B8ince the fire
was put out at the Caney gas well the
flow has been tested and it amounts Lo
61,000,000 reet a day. Conslderiog that
the well has been blowing Itself for
five weeks, such a record I8 remark
able; and there scems to be llttle reas- |
on to question that this Is the greatest
gas well ever drijled in anywhere In
the world. Another remarkable fact
about this well was the great increase
in volume while It was burning, the
flow belng very much greater when the
fire was put out than when It started.
That even greater deposits of oll than
any that have yet been tapped In the
territory will be found in the ncl?hbor-
hood of this gasser s possible—al-
though some tremendous producers
have been drilled down In that sectlon

of the Cherokee country.

Had Them Rubbering 5

Dr. Stevens was In Uklahoma Cily
last week to see an aunt who was
dangerously 111, '

Now some people have a notiun that
the Doctor is a stoical disposition, but
he enjoys the passion of mirth nd
pleasure more than anybody.

Of course when a fellow who lives|
in Caney leaves home and register., he|
stions |
about the big was well. The Do tor]
registeredata hotel in Oklahom 1 CiLy, |

must answer all sorts of g

and was soun surrottnded by “a groupe
of anxious

why baven't you fcllows seen the re-
flection of the well in the sky y~t?"
Everybpdy went to the veran-a aond
gazed toward Caney, which I8 in the
neighborhood of 200 miles dist: nce, to
see the light from the well. &

The Doctor sald he prayed fur a
prairie fire in the direction but the
Lord was not prepared to answer coat
prayer. The fellows rubbercd, just
the same. A

and interested Inquiiors, |
when he asked, solemnly as & Jl‘lfIL:(‘,.‘

y '1n_dependence it

g
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" HAVE LOTS OF GAS

County Jas Inspector Sealey

? Brown's Report on
22 _.bL Qas Wells

962 MILLION CUBIC FEET

Montgomery County is the Jas Pro-
ducing County In Kansas

County Gas Inspector Scaly L.
Brown Monday made his report to the
county commissioners in session this
week at Independence. An Inspec:
tlon of Mr. Brown's books ylelded the
following Interesting facts and figures.

* Cublc Feet
Western States Portland

Co., Independence........ 52,740,610 |
Federal Betterment Co., |
Cherryvale ....oovesees....33,844,260
Vulean Ol & Gas Co., |
HAVANR. veuervensse sassess 1,618,720
W P Brown, Coffeyville...... 1,021,440

Kansay Natural Gas Co.,
Montgomery county......780,127,508
McBride & Bloom, |Inde-
pendence....... cevinde...:42,163,000
J D Nlickerson, Independ- J |
BNCB % il s ornoasoene 22,800,000}

Edward Furnival, Inde- l
pendence ...... ............4,813,000|

Oakwood Oll Co.,. Inde- !
pendence ... .eiseesesssss.1,006,000
Yoke & Brown, Coffeyville
and Independence.:...:....7,440,000
Jonsolidated Ol1 & Gas Co. 1
veesies 13,114,000

- 062,294,378
KANSAB NATURAL GAS COMPANY
All the gas holdIngs of the.: Kansas
Natural In this'county are listed as
follows: RS RR
' . Cubic Feet
v +361,002,760

43 wells, amount, gas :
35 wells,-amount’ gas™.....121, 661,960
38 wells, amount gas/vi... 50,632,440
22 ‘wells, amount 'gas. .. ...115,207,720
16 wells, amount, gas. .. ... 15,826,768

174 wells, total amt. gas’ .. .780,127,508

69:wells'in use, amt.\igs:. 112,750,256

105 wel's nob in pse, ambi. ;867,877,262
174‘producers; 28 nidi*producers.

/170t thedo wella ardiconnected and
in'tigd tor OoteyylllgagR i -

26 of thesc wells are connected and
in use for Joplin.

2 of these wells are connected and
In use for Joplin.

2 of these wells are connected and
in use for Deering.

22 of these wells are connected and
in use for Independence, Elk City and
Sycamore. . ’

From the above 1t will be secen that
the total Nuw of cas per day from the
wells In this county Inspected by Mr.
Brown reached the enormous total of
over 962 million cuble feet. All the
wells in the county are included in
this report, except those of the Cher-
ryvale Gas company, the Cuney Gas
company and the Lanyon Gas compa- |
ny. The flow from the wells of thesec |
companles will swell the total to over!
a1 billlon cubic feet per day, says tho
i()oﬂ'cy\'lllc Journal, ’




- :Wq’uw ‘the tapk field atr Caney and

ITS A GOOD ONE,
Missourl Editor Had to be

)\' Shown and Saw It

G2

A GREAT FUTURE FOR CANEY

The Uas and Oll District s Wonder.
ful, andlthe Burning Well
Worth the Trip

upon.

The roar of the escaping gas can be
heard plainly In the streets of Oaney
five mlles away and we werd told that
sometimes It shook;the windows, so
great was the vibratlon.:

The reflection is great. Fridaynight
we could s~¢ It over thirty miles. It
looked like a fire In the heavens. Sat
urday night on the way back to town
we tried to see how far off we could
read & newspaper, and we ‘could read
the editorial page of the Kansas CiLy
Starover two mlles. And we could

Robert 5. Lyon of Lawson, Missourl.
came Over to see the big well atire, and !
got more oat of his trip than he ex-
pected to buy for his money. He be-
came fnwmtcd In the eilghth wonder.

ot the world, and decided tosceit!

with hls own optics. ‘‘But the uther
thiogs to be galned from such a trlp
were 88 great as seelng the burning
monster ‘gasser’ on fire,’’ says Mr,
Lyon In his Ruy County Review.

" Inspeaking of the oiland gas fleld
Mr. Lyon gays:

*In golng down to Carey over lhc‘

Banta Fe, une can get some  idea as to
what I8 taking place there. From Iola
to Caney, one can see from rthe ear
windows hundreds and bundreds o! ol
‘and gas wells. It would bea task to
bave to count them. Many of them
cannot be seen. because the derricks
pavebeen removed: ‘Buﬁrl's‘r!dmu
“tp see them.”

ff:. Lyon goes on to describe the
oll development had on the
s of real estate and tells how the
taken from the wells and pump-
ed tn the refinerles at Whiting, Indl-
“gnal’ ‘This Is wbat-‘he saw at the tank’
farm;

"The Smndard people have four tank
" farms. !n this reglon—Caney, Copan,

N..odeshn and Ramona. The total
capwlt.y uf the four Is estimated at
M‘ieﬁn five und &ix ‘millfon- barre s
oh larxe ‘amount Lhat fuls ulmost.

#ncomprendnsible.

s ‘the - first one we have ever
: -y,as “of great ‘Interest. The.
“@rs. ballt.;vhres’ bundred. feet
2 They are bullt 8o that’ slxty
it B ‘gohsuuclad un bwenty acres,

read twenty four point letters four
| miles away, If it was a levelcountry,
|one could read a newspaper in the
streets of Caney. .

With a blinding glare it lights up
the whole scene It is more brilllant
than an electric light. We were more
able to appreclate that part of Ben-
Hurr where the Christ was barn and
the Jews exclaimed ''The Sky Is on
Fire" than ever before, after seelng
this sight.

The flame rises stralght up and the
tip of Itleaps and jumps high In the

air.  There is no smoke. In the day
time It i5 just a flame dancing as the
wind whipsIt around but at nlght It
is a blindink glare.

The nolse I8 something we cannot

fully describe. Itls more deafening
thun.thunder nnd greater In” volume
lhan a cannon's roar.  The ncarest.
comparison we can make to it s the
roar of the Cascades at the 8t. Louls
worlds falr, only it Is & hundred timer
greuter, yes more than that.
. The workmen all haye their eam
stiffed full of cotton and'the nolses 18
su-great that they have to go by slgns.
Iu was a funny slght to see them golng
sround silently, motloning to each
other, It wultkn a,&deat and dumb
class.

. We have studled long and we cannot
think'of uny wmpnrlwn t.hau suits us
or that we think: {8 adequate. It s
beyund deacrlptlon.-so fur.as mnklng
the reader fully understand it. The
great flame, a monst,or tongue’ of fire,.
.ylclous‘and oonsum ng, 18 sometblnk
fewrful, s deukn ng-roAr 18" enougb
to strike’ b3 r to.phe “soul, It {8
turoevi natirs that seema to buia all

SUrERet 3

cap hralh,:“@ s
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It glves the appmrcnco of spring and
the bursting buds are In advance of
thelr proper time. What was a sec-
tlon of a corn field 1s now akin Lo u
corner of all the lame and flare and
glamour one can cruwd Into the Im-
agination.'

He glves an Idea of the kind of peo-
ple that make up Caney In tha fullow- |
Ing:

“One of the must pleasant features
of the whole trip to Caney was Lhe
meeting with Mr. J. F. Nelson, who Is
agent at Cambridge, Kunsas, but
whoes home is at Caney. We met him ||
at ‘Independence, Kansas, and rode
down to Caney with him.

He guve us much Information of the
country and befriended us in many
ways. Saturday evenlng he hitched |
up his horse and bugxy and took us
rround town, to the glasa factory and
smelter, to the tank farm, andat|
night we went tu the burning well
togetber. He did all In his power to
accommodate us and It was appreci-
ated by us. Ilc had never seen us be-
fure but he could not have treated us

stter It we had known each other

or a life time.

Buch friends in a strange place are
appreclated and what Mr. Nelson did
for us on thls vccasion will never be
forgotten.” We only hope that the op-
portunity will come for us Lo show him
our.appreciation of all he willingly
and gladly did for us.”

*We saw many things while gone to ||
cepay us for the trip. The time was
well spent. The burning well Issore- |
thing we will never see ugain. It was
nafure 1urned Joose on a rampaye.

It wlill be gotten under cuntrol If It
Is nor, already so, but It Is an ‘under-
takltg that seemed almost impoxsible |
for human belng to accomplish.’

* tlons Again

Fifty Men on Puy Roll

LABOR IS RESUMED

Caney Brick Plant Begins Opera-

WHEELS BEGAN TO TURN

Starts out Monday With a Force of

m E f)lnb .18 more peﬂat.r:. h%

pmoem “of erect Ion

Another Blg Gas Well - -
Reporter: It begins to look  as ir
‘the Caney gas well tapped the b[ggcsb
{ gas belt in the western field, or for. as
! that matter In'the world. The Canc
(Gas Company bas a 20 million foob well
north of it and now comes J. M. Cud

hy with a ‘“'buster’” on the Martin |

farm, in the Canary pool directly ea .
ot it and south of Tyro. This well: is
being drilled In today. When t)

sand was tapped last night the' well |

gave every indicatlonof belng anotb(
record breakeor. e

than distant thunder and I8 eruter |

The Caney brick plant begnu opera- |
tions ‘Monday with a small force of |
men, and begun work in earnest Tues- |
day morning, with a force of fifty
workmen.

The Oaney brlck pIanh has been
laying idle for sometime,” and many
people thought it never would start
up again. = Bug the briok business has
been a losing proposition the last year

| Or 80, and there was no_particular- in-

| centive to make briok and stack them.
. The workmen ab the plant will be
unde} ‘the management ot’ Jess Haven-
er, whils Roy Ackerman, the superlin-
tendent, 18 under quarentine.
' Tho'blg bass whistle sounded natur-
al Tuesday morning, and we hope that
t.ba deap tones wlll be heud for some-




ANOTHER  GASSER

Caney Gas Company Brings in
Another Whopper. |

{

THE BIG WELL WEARS A CAP. |

1 TR i
| Was a Big Job, But [an Is [laster of |
5 Nature's Forces. f

The Caoey Gas Company brooght in|
another of those big gas wells 8o fre-|
quent around Capey, Wednesday af-
Lernuon. 1

1v is on the Edwards lease, about
a quarter ol a mile south of the Ed-
wards’ well, and about two miles
southeast of town. D. H. Plowman |
drilled it.in at the regulation depth |
ufl sbout 1540 feet, and the well is!
goud [ur 18,000,000 or 20,000,000. f

1t was brought in about two o’clock |
Wednesday, and Wes Barr with his;
iforce of men had her cased and|
capped by wpine o'clock yesterday
morning.  ‘Fhat Is guing some.

No town cun compete wth Caney,
the BIG GAS TOWN, when {t comes
to a matier of gas production, and
each year add greatly to our resources,

The big well which burned. for
twenty seven days was induced
wear its cap Wednesday afternoon,
and unless It bas, blown it off
i before  this is printed. is stil]
| wearlog it- All ordinary effurts
. to cap the well failed, and a new,_ idea |

in capping gas wells was tried. - g
Instead of puttiog the packeron top
of the pipe It was reversed and put at
: the lower end of ‘tbe 350 feet of 8% incn
“heavy; Jined pipe, with xsix-Inchrshut-
‘off valve. s A
: The well was crilled Feb. 16; struck
by lightning Feb 23; the fire was pat
out March 29, and 19 days later, April
18, was success{ully capped, and we
sincerely hape willl not refuse to coo-
tinoally wear its bead-gear. It was6l
“days from the time the well was
brooght in until it was caoped, and
during that: time 3,721,000,000 cubic
feet of gas has
ed at 20cents a
tle value of in
in dollars

accurately, bat will amouni to &

over 810,000 = - ool SIRE S
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“IS AN ELEPHANT”

That is What Qas lnspecior Sealy |
Brown Says i

STRONGEST WELL IN FIELD
Six Wells Show n;l—aml.rknble P’r'o- k
ductlon

County Gas Inspector Brown was in |
Caney Wednesday, inspecting the wells
owned by the Caney Gas Company, °
and it was here that Mr. Brown run
up agalnst the real thing. As Sealey
expressed it, he had a real elephant
on his hands, and was golng to have
Surveyor Parsons run a line and put.s|
the well In the Terrltory (exocuse us, |
we mean Oklahoma,) as it I8 bigger ‘
than he wanted to bandle. {

The well Is on the Senator Porter |
lease, and the last well brought in by ‘|
the Caney Gas Co. It showed a rock |
pressure of 580 pounds, and Mr. Brown .|
sald that if the leaks were properly
shut off so that a correct test could be
made, it would go to 800 pounds.+ The
fow pressure {8 200 pounds, and ‘the
well measures 28,500,000 cublc feet, by,
odds the largest well in Montgomery. '
county field. : by

Mr. Brown says the Caney wellg™
bave a much stronger sack pressure 7
than any other wells he'has examined. ‘-.
He also says that none of the wells ™|
show what are usually claimed for.|
them.  There are six wells In the |
Cancy fleld as follows: h
Edwards No. 1

OIL AND GAS NEWS

Dolngs in and About the Cancy
0il and Gas Field

ANOTHER HUMMER GAS WELL

A Good Oller Brought in and Several|
New Locations |
]
It scems that there I8 nollmit to!
the gas supply In the Caney gas field.
Another big gas well was brought in
on the Vanderpod leass the first of the
wook. It islocated about & quarter
porth of the big: well, and near the
straw stacks (everybody who visited
the ‘well knows the locatian of the
straw staoks) and measured at fifteen
million cublo feet & day.

Work on the deep well continues.
The drill'{s ndw down 2,700 feet. Mon-|
day the drill went throogh what back|
east drillers ocall ‘fog = mire. It 38
a worthless, watery-appearing flofd,
that looks and ‘smells 1ike it cédme
from & hog mire. Th#cabls wort out
Wednesday, and work was gef:yed a
dayorso. .. o !

A fine ofler was drilled i Ko, 6 one
day last wesek on the Morxis lease, by
Contractor' Brown. The well'ls good
for 800 birrel. The Norrisleass ls one
of 'the best ‘pay .pools in: thé=fleld,

‘Work has commenc2d on No. 8. .

244, M:Parfons located, s ‘well Mon-
'aay on 21-20-13 southeast'of the Owens

ranch, and ong on24-20-13 for Ohas
Owen, on the O. A, Btradley,lease. ..
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THE BIGGEST ON RECORD

Caney is Certainly the City of Big Gas.--
Nothing Equals It.

'SHOT DRILL THROUGH TOP OF DERRICK.|

 The Strongest Natural Gas Well That Has Ever Been Siruck In the
West.~700 Pressure,

That Caney bears the distinction
of having the largest gas wells in the
western gas fields, whh the strongest |
rock pressure ever found anywhere, |
cannot be gainsaid. I

When what is known as the big|
well was struck It was supposed 10 be |
a phenomenon In gas wells, and sl
strong was the pressure, and so great
the volume, that another such well
was not expected. But now the Caney
GasCompany owns one larger and|
betier by far than the big well, !

The new and wopderful gas well i
was struck last Saturday evening onjf
the Edwards farm, hy” Driller John
Manning, who operatey the. Reese &|)
Hazleft leases hers, at a depth of|
1535 feet, ‘Mr, Manning drilled five ]
feet Into the sand and stopped until Monday, pronouncing It a good
gus well, but not dreaming he had a real gas gusher, . The engine||
was moved ot of danger line, and Monday. foreacon the drill
again started into the sand.

In the afternoon several parties went out to watch develop-
ments, and & description of what happened was gives us by Mis. ]
Dr. Stevens; who was there and ran when the rest run: i

The drill had gone down five feet, and no sooner had the big
3200-pound drill started up than the rope begun to coil like a snake
at the top of the hole. The roaring of the well was s0 deafening
that one could not hear his own voice, and the only warning of
what was coming the spectators had was when the drillers went
past them like a whirlwind. The onlookers were quick to follow
the drillers, and they had barely gotten out of danger when up
shot the big drill, knocking the top off the seventy-four foot der-
rick. The drill came down only a foot or two from the hole, sink-
ing five feet into the ground.

On Sunday afternoon, before the strong flow of gas was
struck, the force of the escaping gas was so strong that it held
a 14-pound sledge hammer suspended three feet above the hole—a
test made by Dr. Rader,

The well was capped Wednesday. All day did the drillers
work, and it was not untll cight o'clock in the evening that the
monster was brought under contrpl.

There is no doubt but the pressure of this well will, after being
confined, reach 700 pounds pressure to the square Inch, if not
more. The gas is dry, there being neither oil nor water in it,

The new well is a mile and a half from the other gas wells,
and the finding of so strong a well in a new field dispels the doubt
of the extent of the Caney field, and proves that Caney has more
and better gas than any other town in the gas belt.

With these facts Caney people are exceedingly confident of
the [uture, and have every reason to believe that in the no distant
day Caney will be one o[ the lnrgut cities in the eounl)A
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BURNING GAS WELLS OF CANEY.
Year: 1906 Cat: INDUSTRY ID#: 158
Donor: E.C. Klewer
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Ganey Gus Well,







yell ever‘ ' 168 150 :féts‘l;"high ‘Though located in
\ ravine the light can be ssen 100 miles. Ronring can be heard 50
niles nt times. The sbmy of ﬂme ‘at the ground is caused by con-
zechon bet.woen 8 two. _tnzes f ca.umg, Ap‘pnratus nsed in attempt
0 put out ﬁra'oonuwts of a sml hood with over 800 feet of 10-inch
nipe, vn]ves and oonnechonn.' A short railroad and sun immense steel "
derrick mnde for the purpose, aro used in handling them. Fifty men
smployed under (Tlrectlon of I. (6} McDowell of Pittsburg, Pa., and
LM Izuxdon of Indepeuaenco, Kansas, who haye had 40 years ex-
perience in the gns fields. Except volmnoes, this is regarded the
nost magnificent, awe inspiring scene in the history of the world.
[t is beyond comparison, greater thun any gas fire ever seen  before,
4t timos rocks are thrown out falling hundreds of feet from tho fire,
The pietire on the opposite side is from o photograph mude by
i 1t Franks ou the night ol Ml 4, il i true representution of

T lxa!;:‘cl‘\ Hurn e,
Oy SOUNENIA ARG G5 NN Y NANSA




The Story
of the
Great Fire
at Caney

For further information concerning this great gas field,
address the Commercial Club, Caney, Kansas.
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rues. CANEY, :

Reprinted 1993
Caney Valley Historical Society
Caney, KS 67333
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tory of the Great Fite

Somuch has baen raid and written of the great burning gas well at
Causy, Kangas, that it is thought worth while to publish the true
story of the most magnificent fire the world ever witnessed.

The gas well is
located on the Van-
derpod lease, four
and one_half miles
sonth-east of
Caney, just across
the line in the
Indian Territory.
It was ‘‘drilled in”
at a depth of 1428
feet, Feb. 16, 1906.
It was gauged
showing a produc-
tion o f 28,500,000
cubic feet of gas
per day, with a
pressure of 660
pounds to the
square inch, mak-
ing it one of the six
largest gas wells in
the world.

An effort to tube
and cap the well

o

ORIGINAL VANDERPOD CABIN NEAR THE, §ooAbonce begub,

WELL 814 casing used in
drilling was in the well standing on a shoulder of rock and reaching
two feet above the ground. 64 inch casing was then used. The
first attempt was a failure as the ‘‘packer’ used was blown off. The
casing was pulled out and two packers put on. It was again being
lowered and was within 400 feet of the bottom when a thunder
storm came up, on the afternoon of Feb. 23. Fearing fire from

scarcely reached safety when an electric flash ignited the gas and
the greatest fire in history was on in deadly furry. The derrick and
rig was at once destroyed.
A joint of inner casing, not yet lowered, reached upward 20 feet.
From the top of this the flames roared upward about 150 feet. The
as escaping from the mouth of the well around the inner casing was
eﬁectec{) in all directions by the clamps with which the smaller
easing was suspended upon the larger, causing a spray of flame that
made approach impossible. : :
As steam has always been depended upon to put out ordinary fires
of this sort, seven large boilers were drawn as near as possible and
steam was turned on through fourteen 2-in, pipes, with no apparant
effect. It was seen that a new method of fire fighting would have to

and confine the fire to one body, an effort was made to shoot it off
with steel bullets from Winchester rifles. 1t was thus weakened s0
that it could be bent over partially. A cable was fastened around
the top and by passing around at a distance this joint was unscrewed
and removed.

ERELEE G 6 G Y BVGEL S A SR

i3 of utilizing this creat natural blesslog when applied to rans

lightning the workmen were ordered from the derrick. They had.

be devised. In order to remove the casing protruding from the top
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uses. Capital need not hesitate about investment here; we haye
the goods. A fitting finale to this narrative is the statement that at
least 2000 letters from people all over the United States, have been
received by the Gas Company, teliing how to put out the fire. Not
one in fifty of thcse suggestions and plans contains even the sem-
blance of a rational idea. Not one in one hundred of men, the more
intelligent ones, has anything like an adequate conception of the
magnitude of the well. Practically all of them failed to grasp the
gno}rmity of the rock pressure, which is 660 pounds to the square
inch.

When this well is harnessed a two inch pipe could be attached to it
and connected with the strongest steam boiler and by turning the
gas into the boiler blow it into fragments in the space of a few sec-
onds. Pipes and valves used in handling this gas must test 1500
pounds pressure. ¢

Caney invites capital everywhere to come and use this gas in man-
ufaciuring enterprises. Our population is now close to 4,000 and in-
creasing rapidly. We have several big enterprises already; a large
smelter, a glass plant, a brick plant. and others coming. There is
room for the profitable investment of millions of capital.

SUCCESS

The illustrations in this folder, except the two showing the flame,
were made in daytime, therefore the blaze is not shown. The
photos are by E. R. Franks, Caney, Kansas.

This well was finally cased in and capped, April 18, 1906. On the
same day another gas well was drilled in by the Caney Gas Com-
pany, a few miles further north, an& about two miles east of Caney.
This new well tests 20,000,000 feet per day. 7 .

While the gas well was on fire'the roar of the flames could at times
be heard 25 miles away and the light could frequently be seen from
points 100 miles away.
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people have been sceptical about the lasting qualities of our gas
supply, for the peculiar conditions under which this big gas is found
created doubts in the minds of many gas experts. To more readily
understand the reasons for this itis necessary to state some of the
%eological conditions. It has
een the general belief, still

adhered to by many doubtin

Thomases, that when the dri
reached the so-called Missis-
sippi lime stone, it is foolhardy
to attempt to go further. But
look at the conditions. This
big gas is the deepest in this
part of the field, and what is
of 8 ill greater significance, itis
250 feet below any oil found
anywhere near if, and it is
found immediately on top of
the Mississippi lime in a body
of sand so circumscribed in ex-
tent that it is impossible to
conceive of such an enormous
flow of gas coming from 80
little sand. The other monster
wells just north of this one,
and just east of Caney, are of
like character. Gas comes
from oil and it always goes up-
ward, but never downward.
As.this big gas comes from the
t?p of the Mis?lisls)ipéji 1ir?e ou(t{

of a very small body of san
FLAME AFTER INNER CASING the qsestion is whore is the
WAS DROPPED oil from which the big gas

comes.

From this condition a theory has been evolved that some big gas
and oil bearing formation exists below the Mississippi lime, and act-
ing on this theory a deep well was started here over a year ago, to
prospect for that rock which'was believed to he the Trenton. That
well has reached a depth of 2690 feet, and it struck the Mississippi
lime at 1550 feet, passed through it at 1827 feet, through 48 feet of
block slate and shale into the upper Silurian lime, which was 650 feet
thick, into a conglormerate of sand, lime and shale, 70 feet thick,
into the Trenten rock at about 2570 feet. About 25 feet into this
rock, a trace of oil was found, but the drill has not penetrated far
enough into the formation to determine what is in it, but the theory
upon which the work is based has been proven correct, so far as the
existence of the rock is concerned, and it is more than probable it is
the origin of all our big oil and gas.

This is already easily the biggest gas field in the world, and Caney
enjoys the proud distinction of having the biggest of the hig gas.

CHEAP FUEL

Caney has six other monster wells, which, added to this big one,
would flow at least 140,000,000 feet a day running wide open. This
would mean a daily consumption of coal of over 12,000 tons.  These
are not imaginary figures, but taken from actual experience here at
the smelter. It is almost impossible to conceive of the yvast possibil-
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FLAME BEFORE INNER CAS-
ING WAS DROPPED

A large rectangular steel hood
was then constructed. It was
to be mounted on wheels in such
a way that it could be drawn
over the fire and dropped by a
system of triggers. This was to
have been tried March 3, but
during the night of March 2 the
fiery demon bursted out with
redoubled fury. For 24 hours
rocks were thrown high into the
air, falling hundreds of feet
around. While this lasted no
near approach was possible,

This increased force necessitated

another plan.

A cireular steel hood was then
constructed with a 12-inch open-
ing at the top to be closed with
a valve. A ten-inch pipe from
the side extended out 50 feet
where it connected with two
pipes of the same size extending
150 feet further. This system of
pipes, with an immense steel
crane for lifting the hood. were
mounted npon a trnck and a
short railroad built along which
to push it to the fire.

When all was in readiness, but

HOOD WITH PIPE CONNECTIONS

before the hnogl reached the fire the truck broke. causing a de'ay
for vepairs.  When the fire was3s finally reached with the hood ou



and strengthened. On the twelvth of March this hood was success-

HOOD MOVING TOWARD THE FIRE

fully landed over the flame. The spray of fire from beneath was put
ont with steam and the openings closed with a mound of wet earth
built high on every side. The flames then all passed upward through
the top. the gas escaping through the long pipes at the sides not
burning. As patural gas does not burn until mixed with air there
was no fire until the gas reached several feet above the top opening,
The men could work about the h od and lean against it with safety.
An attempt was then made to cloge the valve at the top but the hood
guaked so violently that it was again opened. The fire appeared
under control. Allthat remained was to anchor the hood more firmly
and close the valve, Confident of this the exhausted workmen re-
tired for the night to complete the work the next day. But during
the night sand escaping from the well ground through the steel hood.
In the morning it was in ruins, The connections and even the steel
crane were melted down. The-heap of baked earth and wreckage
about the well scattered fire further than ever, and its removal was
the hardest task yet attempted. A cannon was procured and the
connections on the wrecked hood shot away. 1t was finally removed
with grappling irons and heavy chains and the ground partially
Jeveled, In the meantime a new hood and crane were constructed,
heavier and larger than the first.  When all was again in readiness
this new hood was landed over the flame four times. but thé debris
from the first attempt had left the ground so uneven that it could
not. be settled firmly, and the fire from beneath the edges could not
be put out, It was fnaiy seen that the casing hanging in the wall
would have to be dropped, so the fla pes would all go upward, per-
mitting the workmen to a)proach and level off the gg'ound. The
clamps holding the inner pipes were knocked oft and it droppegi to
the bottom, allowing all the fire to shoot upward. This was decided

March 9, the force of the flame tore it off. It was again connected l

~ upon only as alast
resort as it was
feared the casing
would telescope in
falling and ruin the
well.

With this side
flame removed the
round was soon
eveled and the
hood again placed
March28. Another
failure resulted.
"Phis time it was
due to not having
enough cable
around the spool
on the valve stem
to close it. The
next day the hood
was again placed.
The bottom open-
ings were again
closed with a
mound of earth, in-
terlaid with can-
vas. This time there was no mistake. When the force of men siezed
the cable around the valve stem and ran, the valve was closed. At
exactly 4:23 Thursday afternoon, March 29, 1906, the fire that had at-
tracted the attention of the civilized world passed into history.

THE CANNON

The fire had burned 34 days.
Over $30,000 had been spent
putting it out. A test showed
the well had mor e than
doubled in volume, now flow-
ing at the rate of 61,000,000
feet per day.

The intensity of thisfire will
be better un-derstood when it
is explained that the gas in the
Caney field is the purest and
stror gest natural gas in the
world. It comes from a much
greater depth than any other
gas or oil in the west. 1t takes
less than 11,000 feet of Caney
cas to equal a ton of the best
bitumuous coal, while it takes
16,000 feet of any other natural
gas, even that from wells only
Y0 miles away. It will be seen
by this that the gas consumed
during the fire was equal to
practically 6,000 tons of good
coal each day.

GAS SUPPLY.
Heretofore, a great many

Hood Over Well with Fire
Bursting From Beneath
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