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The Editor
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On Monday nizht I attended
the open meeting of the City
Commissioners in which the con-
troversy over the management
of the City lera:lrg was glven
a somewhat one-sided alring. I
think that the report of this
meeting given In the Tuesday
edition of your paper Is a good
one as far as the facts are con-
jeerned. I am baffled at some
iof the conclusions wyou have
{drawn. For example you sa
ithat the crowd sat in stunne
isilence, after Robert Manuel
was ordered to sit down, fo
ithink that t.giﬂ:nﬂ:m,\‘: vould make
'the accusations that he di
?galnst the “Citizens' Commi
f2e."" The stunned silence that
I was sitting In, and which was
shared by at least fifty other
tngemhera of the crowd, was

Ung (if somewhat 1y) to ex-
press his point view in an

n meeting could receive the
frectment that he received from
a n&mup of -our “best” citlzens
and from the Mayor of our town.
It 15 not the treatment he wonﬁ
have received in Sovlet Russla,
it is true. They would probably
haye him in Siberia by this time.
But It was undeniably the treat-
ment and the method used by
‘Hitler’s bully-boys to slience ail
demoeratic expression in the
years prior to 1933 when they
were tr:ring to take control of
(Germany. I am not su ting
that our “best” cltizens are
iNazls, But as intelligent adults
ithey Id have 1 r control
over reactions. It gives
you cold chills to see that me-
ﬁ;d n operatlon in this coun-

' Mr. Manuel's apparent crime
was that he sald considered
the “Clitizens’ Cummittee’ un-
‘qualified te act as censor of the
.Em of lterature the rest of us
Egy have acccess to, and that
s R A AL

an lrr e
manner, Fgr this he was booed.
shouted at, questioned as to

whether he was a Communlst,
eventually ordered to sit down,|

to|democratic means of s
Ink that any citizen attempt-|it.

and repeatedly denled the floor
thereafter. Two other citizens
were denled answers to ‘hclr
questions and ruled out of order
when they asked what the qual-
ifizations of this committee were.
I would llke to remind the May-
or and the committe: t when
any such group cltl

sumes to act for the publie,
then the public does have a rl

to inquire about their qualifica-
tions, and that they are open to
criticlsm by that publle. The

are no more immune to criti-
cism than the Clty Librarian
and the Library Board, as pub-
lic servants, are immune to erit-
fcism. Certainly the latter have
ipIe_l:if.? in the last few
thout resorting to un-
topping

May I say in closing that I
think the deelsion of the Mayor|
and the Gl% Commisgioners, to
leave the investlgatlon ef sub-
versive llterature in our lbrary
up to the Library Board, a right
and just decislon. I am sure,
from my knowledge of the mem-
bers of this board., that the in-
vestigation will be fair and thor-
ough, and that the concluslons
they reach should be aceeptable
to eseryone.

CHARLES W. VARVEL
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EI‘FE RE THINKING AMERICANS :
Editor, The Tribune:

Several years ago T had the extremely unpleasant
experience of facing from a platform a gang of Com-
munist hecklers. It was an educational experience
for an American. They could only shout and other-
wize try to create confusion, It was useless to regson
with them, because they would not even try to think.

Last night T had the terrible experience of facing
a crowd who consider themselves good Amerfcans, but
who also would not try to think.. They, too, shouted
and were abusive. They even hurled the epithet of
“Communist,”” which I bitterly resent. I waz saying,

among other things. that I hated the methods used
by Communizsts, whether used by them or somebody
else. %
May God give uz more thinking Americans! Only
thinking - Americans can in the long run save us from
Communist or any other subverslon of our Constitu-
tion and cur ideals. -
Bartlesville, ﬂf{) N E RDBERT M&hU‘EL.
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