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PATRIOTISM IN BARTLESVILLY « Mation, August 12, 1950
(Letters to she Bditors Department)

Deor Sire: Nartlesville, OMlahoma, n town of some 19,000 inhebitante, econtains
the home office of two oil companies, the Phillips Petroleun Company end the Citles
ce 011 Company, end e large part of the voricing population is employed by one
the other. Tolitieanlly, the people are predominontly eonsexvativeg nlthough the
many youns sclentlsts and technieiens worlcing for the oil companiés form the core
of a substantial minority of 1ibersls. So far ss rastal attitudes are eoncerned,
the town 1s typleally border-state.

For the last six moriths Bartlesville has been afflicted by a ruthless and devious
campadgn to suppress elvil liberties, eonducted by a so-ealled Citiszens' Commitiee
composed of o mmall segment of the loeal American Legion chapter, members of "Proe-
America" - a Republicsn women's elud - and members of the losal chepters of the
Daughters of the American Revolution and the United Daughters of the Confederacy,

The first target of this grown was the loeal Tuelehs Over a period of years that
orgenization had put into effect a limited interrsainl progrom, which mesnt permit-
ting the teen-age '!'ﬁuhafthwmmm:ﬂtnﬂhmummm
the YoW,0uhs bullding on the come basls ao the white girls' elude, Yolding a nonthly
meeting of all officers of the teecne-sge clubs - ineluding officers of the Nesro
club - and holding s yearly non-segregnted meeting of sll members of the "Y* teenm
clubs, The Citizens' Committee sppecred before the YosOuhe Yourd of directors mnd
demonded the discontimusnce of this staff, The YuVsCels board referred the matter
to the membership which then voted 1ts aporovel of the eatablished interrseial
progrin by a large majority. The Citizens' Committee is now attempting to lmpose
its demands by means of preassurs ererted by the local Community Chest, through vhich
the ToW.Codole funds are recelved,

The next torget was the City Library., Miss Buth Browm, who has served the comrmnd ty
efficlently as eity 1drarisn for tirty-five years, has long been setive in leosl
eroups interested in securing elvil snd eeonsmie rights for Bartlesville's Negroes,
The so-called Citizens' Oommittee wppeared nt o meeting of the City Commlesioners

to complain of Mies Brown's netivities and of "Subwersive" literature in the 1ibrary,
The matter was referred to the Library Board, which met with the Citizens' Committee,
At that meeting no compihint was mnde concerning the librarian, but three pudbli-
cations vere alleged by the committee to be subveraive - The Nption, the New Repudlia,
and Soviet Rusala Today, The grownd of sorplaint againet the Natlon wes itz ben by
the New York Oity Board of Tduestion,

The 1ibrary Board drev wp a raport for the elty commissioners in which the inclusion
on the periodieal 11st of the three publieations wvas defended, snd this report wvas
presented at an open meeting of the eity ecormissioners on Merch 6. That meeting wne
very close %o » riot. Speakers in swport of the Iiry Board's position were
hissed, beckled, and charged with being Commnists. The Mayor, who presided, wns
elther unable or wwilling te preserve order, At ite conclusion the Iibrary Bosrd
vas roquested to investizite further and report back to the Comnisaloners.

The Library Boord then proceeded to make a tlorough anpraisal of the eontents of the
1ibrary's periodical snd politicel and soclologienl sections, ond & thorough investi-
gation of the operation of the 14 . £h second report to the Olty Commissioners
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| reaffimed the propriety of the incluslon of The Natfon and 10 on
periodical 1ist by virtue of their mpprafsal in socordance
by the Ameriean IAbrary Association, their inolusion in the ﬂm cnl

other public and school libraries in this ares, and their genoral u"

ﬂhpmmumm-mmummumm
viewpoints in the light of other publications on the subseription 1ist, Sovies
Russin Today, which is published by the ¥riends of Soviet Pussisa and Fed been
mtmwﬂ;mmyﬂmm.mwm-mm1m
that 1% wes of insuffielent wvalue, from the standpointe of interess nnd information,
hmuwwamum1mhmmm.

At the City Jommissioners' nmecting whish recelved tho I4brary Joavdls final
the Citizens' Committee also presented n report. Ite subotanee wesy 1) that Soviet
"ussia Todey, mmma.mm*m-nmﬂmmw
have beon cited by the comitbes in Culifornia; 2) that the Metion and the
Fev Nepublic are subversive sorie lpoues onrry sdvertisemetns for

books and books published by publishing houses elted by the Temney committee or the
UneAmericon Activities Committee of the United States House of Renresentotives (o
signed Yook review in one lsrue of the Nation discussed a book written by o homo-
sexual, and the suthors - including Carey MéWilliane - of some srticles in these pub-
1ications have been olted by the Tenney or other investisation committoosh The ity
Mﬂimﬂhﬂmt:ﬁ:ﬂuﬂ“ﬂﬁﬁlﬂ“hﬂiﬁ%.h
report of the Citlizens? ttee, or the operation of the librury.
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Before m.mmmmmm-mmmwumu
nomous board sppointed by the Oity Commissioners, under the provisions of o state
statute. On June June 15 the City Cormissioners, purportedly under the sutherization
of the city's homowrule charter, emacted sn ordinense placing the sdministration of
the 1ibrary under the control and direection of the commiszioners, with an ndvisory
Livrory Bosrd, It is my opinion that this ordinance is {1lezel, The membors of the
old Lidrary Board were relleved of responsibility and = nev board, consieting of
representatives and supporters of the so-galled 01tizens? ﬂ_ltﬁ appointed,
On July 25 the rervices of Miss Erown were terminated by the City srioners,
~ On July 31 the Nation and the New Republic vere removed from the 1ibrory shelves,

(Nane withheld won request)
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