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Jules Lequyer by Tanguy Dohollau




A 19" century

French philosopher
whose influence is
disproportionate to

the knowledge of his
work or of his name.

Lequyer's grave in Plérin




Charles Renouvier William James Jean-Paul Sartre
(1815-1903) (1842-1910) 05-1980)



Blaise Pascal Saren Kierkegaar

(1623-1662) (1813-185




The monument
over Lequyer’s

grave in Plérin,

France.




Jules Lequyer, Born at Quintin in ,
Deceased at Plerin in 1862, Pray for him.




Leguyer remembered in Quintin

Jules Lequier
Street
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Plague near Lequyer’s
house (Plermont) Lequier high school



Church yard as it appears today.
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CH. RENOUVIER A DIX-HUIT ANS

au moment de son entrée & I'Ecole Polytechnique

(Facsimile d’'un dessin d’apres le peintre Baron)

Charles Renouvier
1815-1903

Befriended Lequyer
at the Ecole
Polytechnigue In
Paris and became
widely known and
read in philosophy
In the late 19th
century.
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On the back of this
drawing, made by
Mathurin Le Gal la
Salle, found in his
private papers, his
daughter Marie
wrote, |l believe

Tf\ 1--rr1' 1 ~u dos de ce desfén,e@écuté par } |
O IS IS athurin Le Gal la Salle et qu'on a. trou- |
~r 1

ns ses vapiers intimes,sa fille

Monsieur Léquyer.” arie @ fortthye crols au'i1 stasts de




In 1851, Lequyer’s
friends placed

him in the asylum
at Dinan after he




After his release,
Lequyer proposes
to his childhood
sweetheart, Anne
“Nanine” Deszille
(1818-1909).

She refuses.

“La chéne”: the tree where Anne and Jules
left messages for each other as children.



Ever proclaiming his
sanity, Lequyer is
estranged from close
friends such as

Mathurin Le Gal La Salle
(1814-1903).

In 1853 Lequyer left
for Besancon and
Lons-le-Saunier and
taught mathematics.

Mathurin Le Gal La Salle
(Fonds Jules Lequier)




In 1855, Lequyer
retfurned to Plérin,
never to leave
again. He lived

INn the house his

father built e -
called Plermont sl
(confraction of i |
Plérin and mont).

Plermont, 2009



Gate and Plague at Plermont
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“Oh Marianne . . .

At Plermont, Lequyer
had a housekeeper,
Marianne Feuillet.
Lequyer’'s mother hao
said to her, “Oh
Marianne, pray,

look out for my poor
Jules. He has in his heart
a passion which, |
greatly fear, will be the




[ he AH- /Doa/a/ofag the diine poet, i 10 Wiy /M}y&'
about he appearance on the wordd scene af characters
who come o f/// a role decided faﬁ them 1 adrance—

these milations af //fa are lhe ganes 0f foaman 0&@/(/2«?.
Who conld make of the work, 0f fac/ 0 f/‘/b’ﬂ/m«? and

o base an rdea/

Jules Lequyer, Dialogue of the
Predestinate and the Reprobate



Augustine

Pascal

AQuinas

Descartes



Gou have to wnderstand that passing from the vablpar
wotion of God Aliphty to the sciontiffic notion of God
A-Doing iis toard work for me. [ was so accastomed
o thidkicy that God does not do everylhing sivce man

does some L‘é/}y,

Jules Lequyer, Dialogue of the
Predestinate and the Reprobate
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Bold traveler i
the worddls af
thought, [ have
e,t;ﬂ/a/*ea/ nore Chan
one route, [ have

sounded more Chan

one a/y&ﬁ

Jules Lequyer to Plermont, by Tanguy Dohollau
Anne Deszille



... [ hotd beneatt my gaze the most certak af
Craths and, i order, the f/}‘&b‘: [ am f/w/; / . /
[ am a a/e/ﬁe/m(e/(f /}m/e/ba/m/e/we; [ am a person
/‘&S}M/{f/Z/e faﬂ ne who /s my work, t fac/ who
oreated me creator of mysel.

Lequyer to Renouvier
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Late in 1861 Lequyer
again proposed to
Anne Deszille.

Again she refused,
this time instructing
him to destroy their
correspondence.

This he did, but not
before copying it.

Jules Lequier by Tangu

ohollau




“*Adieu Nanine”

February 11, 1862,
Lequyer swam in
the bay of St.-Brieuc
to the limifs of his
strength and,
according to his
secreta '




Suicide?

Nnth
following his death
local newspapers
debated whether
It was a suicide.

A century later,




The monument
over Lequyer’s
grave was the
idea of Madame
Agathe Lando,

an elderly poet
who befriended
Lequyer. Renouvier
arranged fo have
the statue made.




Published excerpts from Lequyer’'s writings
IN his own books, which is how William
James came to know of him

Published, at his own expense, the first
edition of Lequyer’s works.

Commissioned the small statue and
monument over Lequyer’s grave.



Literally to his dying day, referred to
Lequyer as “my master”

Credited Lequyer for his own views on free
will and its relation to knowledge and
certainty

Took as the formula of his philosophy of
personalism Lequyer’s phrase: “to make,
and in making, to make oneselt”




The Hornbeam Leaf,

His Works
Abel and Abel

Irst Truth,
re
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The Search for a Fi
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In 1865, Renouvier published, at his own expense,

120 copies of a selection of Lequyer’s writings and
distributed them to

’{‘ philosophers, including
/ / one to William James.

7
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James's famous
declaration in1870,
“My first act of free
will shall be to believe
in free will” followed
upon his reading of
Renouvier's summary
of Lequyer’s views on
freedom. In his
published writings, he



[ wo éy/ﬂb‘é@&e@;

cedom or /(eae&?/'f%. /o choose

between one and Che other with one or with the other.

/¢ /s an act af fmea’m that aff/}‘m’ fm on,



~ More widely available editions of Lequyer’s
Works were published in the 20™ century.




In 1944, Sartre
affirmed as the
central tenet of
existentialism
Lequyer’'s formulq,
“To make, and in
making, to make
oneself.” He did
not mention
Lequyer’s name.




\

The core of Renouvier's Personalism
and Sarfre’'s Existentialism

he fa/‘/m/a of Serence,
70 MAKE
1ot 2o tecome, but to make, and ik /r(af/}(/g /0

)




CHARLES HARTSHORNE
724 SPARKS AVENUE
AUSTIN, TEXAS 78705

ety /19788
Dear Don,
Thanks for your fine photos. I hope your father is flourishing
The news about your students is most pleasing.
About Lequier,I agree with your analysis of the close simi-
larity of my views on past and future and Lequier's. I am not aware
of being definitely influenced by L. on that point. I have known for
a long time that he was one of the fair number who see time as modal,
possibility of the
the past being necesssary condition for thelpr sent but the future as

not in concrete detail necessary consequence of the present, or the

present of the past. But my own adoption of this standpoint was
still earlier, gn

settlezyl think ,by James, Peirce, /Bergsons Whitehead and others,
’ A

including Dewey, Boutroux, Renouvier, still others, including Lecuier,
confirmed or encouraged me)but my mind was already, I think ;made up.
I read Lequier only after Jean Wahl told me, 22“}9é§! that I ought to
read him}seeing that my views were similar. Then Brimmer, who EF?“S'
(about 1960) s
lated L5>after being my student at Emory, made mg(very aware sz
work. If he influenced me appreciably it was in what he said about
GOaF o : "* as the one who has"created me creator of myself,"
thus Slosely anticipating Whitehead's"self-created creature.%b
Lequier's greatest influence was through Renouvier A James,
and through James/{qbeweyj in making/if'}:ﬁed éonnection D§’ freg;iom
[as creativity) with chance, setting limits to what even ideal& divine
decisions can determine, and making causal indeterminacy almost axio-
matic for later French metaphysics. But do not forget that Descartes
started France in that direction by insisting on real freedom for
human persons. ge‘gghgr ;radition, least of all the British, has
been so resistant to the deterministic tendency of early modern

thought. What helped us to do better than the British was

Charles Hartshorne
(1897-2000)
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REFLEXIONS 473

Le possible : Ces champs mystérieux que nous ouvrent les
causes. [249, p. 18.]

10 Du possible — idée de cause.

20 Du nécessaire — idée de l'effet — Relation de l'effet a la
cause ; enchainement des effets et des causes.

3¢ Principe de la causalité — alliance du possible et du néces-
saire ; — loi du devoir — Postulatum.

le possible

le nécessaire

L’origine du possible
réside dans la puis- | Le possible humain
sance qu'a la cause o Le possible divin répond & une cause éter-
de se déterminer elle- nelle qui ne dérive que d’elle-méme.
méme. ;

Le nécessaire est la relation de I'effet a la cause en tant que I'effet
dérive de la cause.

On pourrait dire que 'effet est le mouvement par lequel la cause
se détermine ; c’est-a-dire qui accompagne la détermination de la
cause.

... & un certain point de vue le possible est nécessaire (seulement
dans ce sens qu'il est nécessaire que le possible existe) et le néces-
saire est le possible déterminé.
L’ordre est la ifestation du né ire au sein du possible.
Le BEAU est le type de I'ordre. [249, p. 19.]




1948: In Paris, Jean Wahl
suggested to Hartshorne
that he read Lequyer’s work.

1953: Hartshorne published
first English translation of

excerpts of Lequyer’s writings.




The Openness of God
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[erribte /Wac@%' man deliberates and faa/ warts,

Kelation af fac/ Lo the creature, as real as the relation
of the creature to God,

[he world lttte as it s J’«ff/&a& to a/e/ﬂ/‘/ba ?m’ af 72

/}(L‘efw'lfy 00[ a//-e/(awf(/a@@/}y /e//}y, /t makes a &/’ﬁob‘
on the absobute that c/e&b‘my& the absobute,

Jules Lequyer, The Search
for a First Truth, Part |



Who Knows what the f/iﬁf’f movement [ am gomy b nake
witl decide in my fa ture existence? [t iy be Cthat f/«m
cireumstance o circumsiance my entire //fe witl be a&ffeﬁeﬂj
and that, later /y virtue 0f a secrel conneclion which, /y a
nablitude of intermediarios, comects the least thirgs to the
nost considerable events, [ witl become the rival of men
whose names ny fa ther Mfy pronoances with respect, i 7%

evening, near the hearth, white one lstens to hun in sitence.

Jules Lequyer, “The Hornbeam Leaf”
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