
Pittsburg State University Pittsburg State University 

Pittsburg State University Digital Commons Pittsburg State University Digital Commons 

Books Caney Valley Historical Society & Museum 
Complex 

1976 

An Old Path, a New Direction, 1876-1976 An Old Path, a New Direction, 1876-1976 

Edna (Kan.) Centennial Committee 

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/caney_books 

Recommended Citation Recommended Citation 
Edna (Kan.) Centennial Committee, "An Old Path, a New Direction, 1876-1976" (1976). Books. 18. 
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/caney_books/18 

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the Caney Valley Historical Society & Museum Complex at 
Pittsburg State University Digital Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in Books by an authorized 
administrator of Pittsburg State University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact 
digitalcommons@pittstate.edu. 

https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/caney_books
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/cvhs
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/cvhs
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/caney_books?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Fcaney_books%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
https://digitalcommons.pittstate.edu/caney_books/18?utm_source=digitalcommons.pittstate.edu%2Fcaney_books%2F18&utm_medium=PDF&utm_campaign=PDFCoverPages
mailto:digitalcommons@pittstate.edu


CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



-~~.:

'!
~-
1 ••• ...

c' -._,

•c••, -~~~

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



"AN OUJ PATH ...... A NEW liJtBECIION"
18~6-1916

Edna's colorlui past covers a period ol pioneer histo,y ans ruggeO ta<livldualism that was spirited
by strong men and women who worked hard to open u~ a new lanS under a banner of democracy ano
lree enterprise. They built their homes, raised their families, opened their shops and stores, tilled the
soil and grazed their cattle in and around the city which was the center @f their cultural and social
lives. It is to these people and their generations that this book is dediicateGJ.

June 20, 1976 marks Edna's iOOth year since its Ioundlnq ~t the will of the ciHzer;iry we will eele­
brate this occasion with a week of events starting June 19 and endi@@ June 26. This celebrati©n is
aimed at preserving a small portion of the old ways and customs while rTilOl,(ing aneao in an era 0f
advancing technology. Our new library, new school additions and new Rural Rental Ho1:JSing complex
show us our "new direction" out of "an old path," but our traditions are s•tr@ng afi'ld should not beforgotten.

Small towns and cities are the backbone of Kansas. Hopefully our actlons mere will strerigthen
our city and state on the foundation of freedom, liberty arid justice. Alexis de Tocqweville once wrote
"A nation may establish a free government, but without municipal instituticin1s it eannet have the spiritof liberty."

EDNA CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE

Front row, left to right: Mildred French, Arlene Stine, Emma Hamman,
Ona McKee, Lucille Stine.

Second row: Wallace Long, Lavena Hittle, Bill Livingston, RollandHoppock.

Back row: Charles W. Taylor, Ronald Neidi9h, and Lee A. McKee.
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As the beginning of this brie] hist0ry is
being read, you can picture in yeur mind this
present townsite and the surrol!lrnding area as
being just an open pralrle, with 'llery few, if any,
trees, and dotted here and there with the claim
shanties and cabins of the early ptoneers, who
relished the hardships of building a home tor
their families in a new land.

Imagine the loneliness, the hot burning
summers and the cold polar winters, with the
nearest trading points being Chetopa, Oswego
and Coffeyville, all being just small frontier
trading posts, and the only means of
transportation being by wagon or on horseback,
or of ten by foot travel. It was 'here that the
frontier element was to be conquered and a city
was to be built.

On June 20, 1876, a Mr. Booth and Alexan­
der Pattison opened a general store in a small
cramped claim shanty 11 x 14 feet, belonging to
Jeptha Lackey, on the N. E. ¼ of Section 30 in

'Elm Grove Township. This was the first start of
the town of Edna. The territory now comprising
Labette County was formerly a part of the
territory known as th·e Osage ceded lands. A por­
tion of this ceded territory was laid off and called
Dorn County, in honor of A. J. Dorn, who acted
as Indian Agent for the Osages and other tribes
from 1857 to 1867. The treaty by which the u. s.
Government sought to obtain these lands from

Jeptha Lackey and family

the Osage tribe had 0ee111 pendimg tor sorns time
and was fwrther delayed, by the CivH War and the
alliarnce of serne @f the tribes with the Confed­
esate cause. It was fi rnai,iy cornsumated between
the lndiarn Agent and Chief White Hair's trite at
Whi•te Hair's ilfown near tli1e present town Gf Erie
em Septelilillller 25, 1865, tnern forwarded lo Wash­
ington ane ratified and si@nelli 0y President
Johrison.

The ~atrieHc legislatwre of 1865 did not
favor tlile name Donn, by reason of political af­
filiations, and €hanged the mame to Neosho.
After the territory came into the possession of
the ~overnment it was immediately, opened fer
settlement arid soon was over run with settlers
who immediately eegar,i t® a@ita,te for a division
of the north and south postions of the county.
And in February 1867 aF1 act was passed by the
legis)ature creating Labette CGunty, and cfofining
its boundaries.

By the year 1869 and on into the '?Os, the
settlers continued to come into the newly form­
ed county. On July 27, 1870, W. H. Bowen and 55
others made petition to the County Comrrnission­
ers for the fa>rmatiom ef a township which was
granted and accomplished by a division of what
is now Haekberry and Canada Townships. So the
Municipal Township of Elm Greve was formed as
Townships 34 and 35 Range 19 East, and on July
29, 1870 the following officers were appointed:
D. McIntyre, Trustee; John Lane, Clerk; John
Freeman, Treasurer; Charles Ballard and S.
Bentley, Constables; and recomrnensed W. H.
Bowen and T. H. Noslen for appointment as
Justices of the Peace. It was in the year of 1869
that the first cemetery was started due to the
death of James M. W00dfill and his wife Sarah
who died very soon after, being the second In­
terment in the cemetery now known as The
Lucas Cemetery.

After the opening of the Booth and Pattison
General Store, the tlrm, that same fall, brought
from the town 0f Chanute, the material of a
frame buHding which t'hey had torn down, and
with it erected the first store building in Edna.
This was in the same general location as the
Claim Shanty, and was the nucleus of the settle­
ment, they continued in the business until 1879,
when they, sold to Frank Clark. Other stores were
built and opened from time to time. The Metho­
dist Conqreqatlon built their church, Dunlap and
C0. started a Hardware Store in 1883, but there

5
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were no very important enterprises started, or
any large amount of construction until the
coming of the Railroad in 1886, with the exeep­
tion of the Flour Mill which was erected in 1883
by H. S. Wimmer and William Gear. H. S. Wi1111-
mer's father, Owen Wimmer, filed a claim on the
NW¼ of Section 29-34-19E recetvlnq the Gov­
ernment Patent on August 9, 1878.

TOWN COMPANIES

it was on this land the Flour Mill was built
and put into operation in the spring of 1884. Also
on August 24, 1886, there was formed a sub­
division called The Edna Town Co., and lots were
sold for building purposes, this land comprising
60 acres of development.

The NE¼ of Section 30-34-19E, where the
claim shanty of Jeptha Lackey was built, was
taken and Government entry made on January
15, 1877, and sold the same day by Frank Rath to
W. R. Lackey, due to the fact that the Jeptha
Lackey claim shanty had already been built, W.
R. Lackey sold this Quarter section to W. D.
Bradfield. October 9, 1883, who in turn sold to
Peter Wey September 4, 1884, who in turn sold to
J. 0. Marks, March 23, 1886.

J. 0. Marks relegated a part of this NE¼ of
Section 30 for a town site, under the name of The
Marks Town Company, and platted the same im­
rnediatelv upon acquisition of the property. On
May 0. 886 The Denver, Memphis and Atlantic
Railroao filed condemnation proceedings for
Righ -ot-v ay off the south edge of both north
halves cf sections 29 and 30. This took in land on
the south edges of both The Edna Town Co. and
The 1 tarxs Town Co. On August 28, 1886, The
Marks Town Company sold their interests to The
Edna Town Company and Edna was on its way.
The old school building was torn down because
of being on the newly acquired Railroad proper­
ty. and a new building was constructed. The bus­
iness houses of Edna migrated closer to the Rail­
road. and the Town of Kingston, one and one­
half miles to the south moved many buildings
and business houses to Edna. The Presbyterian
Church was one of the buildings moved, also Dr.
Campbells home and G. W. Reasor moved both
his home and business. Several other residences
were brought to the new town.

6
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. 5tonG. W. Reasor residenee at Kin9

er of 1877
rf'IThis town was started in_ the surri~tvVood and

by the erection of a Flour Mill by Ea=' 9tarted a
Reamer. Soon after Mr. Jones t in a orug
Blacksmith Shop; Thomas Bruner pi.J ('/; Ander­
Store; Aaron Humes a Broom FactOe Store; C.
son and Weaver a General Merchandi~

1
as physi­

W. Campbell was postmaster, as we
1
(l 1879 me
h aftercian, S. E. Ball was the only lawyer, A t ere d

. v · ueengine was sold 01Jt of the Mill, ar' contin
1

was not in operation again. The plav~truction .0th;;, . t Wl ;
more or less prosperous until the cor' Jnt 8
the Railroad and was abandoned tO
Edna in 1886.

KINGSTON

/ ,~
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THE TOWN NAME

Various people, from time to time, have
claimed to be the woman the town was narmed
after and considerable confusion has developed.
The Edna Centennial Committee gives credlt to
Mrs. Edna Wimmer, wife of Owen Wimmer who

I

was one of the earliest known settlers en the
present town site. Mrs. Wimmer would me as
logical a candidate for the naming of the town as
any other "Edna." The committee contacted the
Wimmer family of Minneapolis, Minn., who con­
curred with the historical investigation of the
committee as to the merits of tjle claim for the
name of "Edna."

INCORP0,RATl©N

On the applicatiorn of its citizens an order
was made by the Board of Ccuntj Cemmission­
ers on July 3, 1892.

Beginnin§ at tihe seuthsasr corner of
the southwest quarter(¼) 0f the northwest
quarter of section numbered twenty-nine
(29), township thirty-four \34) rarige nineteen
(19) east of the 6th principal mer,idian:
thence west alor,ig the s01'Jth line of the
right-of-way of the D.M. & A. Railway Com­
pany one-hall (½) mile to tt;ie southwest
corner 0f the southeast quarter (¼) of the
northeast quarter (¼) of the section num-

.....
. -- ~!-_,... ..... ...,. .

..i. • ' ••
.. "

Delaware street looking north, about 1890

. .. . ....
~.:.. .. ~,,.,.. -;,

Delaware street looking north, about 1900
7
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bered thirty (30) township thirty-four ~34~
range nineteen (19) then north one-forth (¼ ~
of one (1) mile and thence ease seven hun­
dred and eighty-three feet (783) thence north
three hundred and forty feet (340) thence
east three hundred and eighty feet (380)
thence north one hundred and forty feet
(140) thence east one hundred and eighty
two feet (182) to the center of section line
roadway between sections twenty-nine (29)
and thirty (30) thence north one hundred and

eighty-five feet (185~ thence east eighty rods
(801) thence south one hundred and twenty
rods (120) t0 place of begiRning.

lihe followim@ are these whe signed the
lnconperatlon petition.

R. I-el. Muzzy,
H. H. Clank
W. C. Johnson
D.H.I. Flowers
T. C. Tilt0n

C. M. Rinker
Lute Archer
F. W. Martin
J. F. Holten
Geo. W. Lea

j \ Jr, f<>H H••t~t""

Delaware street looking south, about 1908

Delaware street looking south, about 1914
8
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Jas. A. Long
G. W. Reasor
J. E. Medcalf
C. J. Backus
D. Goodwin
Jacob Nading
Ira W. Clark
W.W. Goodwin
John W. Wills
Henry Hoole
J. T. Cunningham
W. J. Raymond
Dr. F. E. Hamilton
E. J. Lipscomb
Alex Dunlap
W. P. Swope
C. H. Zabriskie
Wm. Hoole
J. T. Saffell
J. H. Hoole
C. S. Saffell
M. A. Mitchell
V. Holten
A. H. Hunt

On July 20, 1892, its first election was held
in which the following officers were elected: Ma­
yor, J. H. Hoole; Police Judge, J. H. Reasor;
councilmen, G. W. Reasor, T. G. Harris, H. H.
Clark, A. C. Veach and J. C. Arnold. The first
meeting of the mayor and council was held July
25 1892, at which J.E. Blunk was appointed and
confirmed as city clerk. On August 9, four ordi­
nances were passed. The first levied an occupa­
tion tax on all the various kinds of business
conducted there, the second provided for the
maintenance of the peace; the third prohibited
stock from running at large and the fourth pro­
vided for the licensing of dogs.

W. L. Kesler
Josiah Reasor
J. C. Arnold
C. C. Arnold
J. H. Reasor
C. F. Medcalf
J. A. Drake
R. 8. Rhodes
A. L. Marks
L. D. Walters
I. N. Martin
J. E. Blunk
Frank Clark
C. R. Millard
A. L. Veach
F. S. Wimmer
8. F. Andrews
C. F. Long
D. G. Elliott
Ephriam Pratt
W. A. Holten
C. C. Black
Pres. Edna Town Co.

J. H. Hoole, first Mayor

WELL TRAVELED TRAILS

THc BLACK DOG "FRAIL

One of t1he first known trails to pass by the
viciinity of present €lay, Edna was the Great Osage
Trail commonly called the Black Dog Trail,
named after Chief Black Dog of the Osages. The
trai,I was greatly used by the Osages just atter
the turn ot the 19H1 eeritwry. Acc0~0ing to Tillie
Karns Newman, author 0i The Hlai;;k Dog Trail,
this trail began near Baxter Springs, Kansas,
headed westward al@ng what is now U. S. High,
way 106 through Bartlett, Edna, Coffeyville and
Arkansas City, Kansas and then seuthward into
northern Oklahoma. It was a well defined trail
and sometimes wide enough for thirty horsemen
abreast.

Early day transportation

THE STAGE LINE

During the y,ears 0etween 1877 and 1886 ~ht
stage line was the best source of communic8t10r
and travel in the immediate area wntil the c1dven
of the railroad. The Coffeyville and Chet0P~
Stage Line gave tri-weekly service through slJCa
places as Cecil, ·Ripon, Kingston, Edna, D0i~r
Trenton, Snew Hill and Parker all of w1\1e
supported a post office. David McKee, a set th
in the area in ~869, was a senior driver of'l
stage line until its Gliscontinuance in 1886·

THE RAILROAD
tt,

Kansas saw great advancement if'1 var
1860s, '70s and '80s as the sta_te was ~ein~05.
nected to the outslde world via the ra1lro~ ~s
1886, the railroad came to Edna, which ~flu~
welcome sight to most folks who .were ef'lof'i •
astic about its prospects. So here 1s the st

10
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the D.M. & A. Railroad.

"The cancel lat ion of the mortgage on the
Denver, Memphis and Atlantic Railroad, or what
is now the Missouri Pacific Railroad, r.ecalls that
two years previous to the filing of the 0riginal
mortgage, an organization of prominent men
living along the proposed line was formed, for
doing the preliminary work." It was said that
most of the members lived between Larned,
Kansas and Chetopa, Kansas. The company
representative from Labette County was the late
Col. J. B. Cook of Chetopa. Almost every town­
ship through which the road was to be construct­
ed voted municipal aid. A survey and plat was
made and negotiations began for the construc­
tion of the road with Jay Gould. A second
election had to be held for municipal aid because
time had expired on the conditions set up by the
first vote and no construction had begun. Once
again aid was voted for the road but instead of
building a narrow gauge road as first planned
they decided on building a standard gauge.

Work did not begin until May, 1886 as legis­
lation had to be secured to remedy the defects in
the law because they had not been technically
observed. Construction began at Chetopa and
extended westward toward Larned. Also con­
struction had begun at Larned where a large
amount of work had already started prior to that
time and extended eastward.

"On May 24th, the construction train was
pot on. and by the close of June, 1886 the road
was completed as far west as Edna." The first
train arrived at Chetopa from Edna on July 2,
1886 and by late summer the city of Coffeyvi I le
was reached. The connection was c0mpleted to
Larned on June 10, 1887, at a distance of 250miles.

~ ''.

~- Pac. depot ancl section crew

Edna R. R. stoekyards

Several hundred dollars werre fwnded to build
this road b¥ the city of Chetopa, while $10,000 in
bonds was voted in Hackberry Township,
$20,000 in Elm Grrove Townshtp and $20,000 in
Howard Townshlp to aid in construction.

When the railroad came through southeast­
ern Kansas, Elm City was te have been the
designated point of shipping and accornoda,
tions in Elm Grove Tewnship. As late as Novem­
ber, 1886 Elm City was without a depot agent or
any stockyards even thou§h they had a depot.
Edna for all practical purp0ses had secured the
right of deposit. In a letter of complaint to the
Secretary, Board of Raillroad Commissioners in
Topeka, George Tilton, the Elm Grove Township
Trustee stated: ":A.fter the depot was built at Elm
City, the people of Edna, two miles west of Elm
City, raised five hundred dollars by subscrip­
'lon to build a depot, and gave the said railway
company a controllinq interest in 160 acres of
land; so the railway company has thrown all its
influence to that point." The complaint was re­
ferred to the Fitzgsraldl & Mallory Constructlon
Company which stated " ...that there was not
sufficient business to justify ... " appointing an
agent and that "the people of Edna and Ki~gston
demanded the location of a station conven,en~ to
accommodate their business, positively refus,~g
to go to Elm; and considering what the unavoid­
able result would be, a station was located t~
accommodate them." No stockyards had yet
been built at Edna or Elm City due to a shortage
of materials. Elm City was however eventually
provided with an agent b~t Edna did manage to
maintain her shipping point advantage.

The Railroad did provide ample passenger
accommodation and shipping service to the
community. Among the items transported ;e~e
cattle, hogs, grain and merchandise neede Y
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the ranchers, farmers and businessmen.
Probably " ... more freiglitt was unloade0 at thls
place (Edna) than any other on ... the run from
Nevada to Coffeyville." Edna was a.t one time one
of the biggest little cities in Kansas, doin@ more
business than larger places like Cofteyville,
Pittsburg or Chetopa. Trade and the Railrroad
were all important to a growing city.

In 1887, two passenger, and two frei@ht
trains passed through the city each day. Today
there are no passenger trains, but freight is still
shipped in and out of Edna on a tri-weekly
schedule mainly because of the larqe amounts of
grain handled in the area.

Along with this great service the Missouri
Pacific has provided Edna with the Iollowinq
depot agents:

1886-1890 F. F. Woods
1890-1928 W. L. Kessler
1928-1936 J. S. Dalton
1936-1945 R. J. Thornton
1945-1967 H. W. Owings
1967- Evan Woodruff

The agent who gave the longest service and
with great dedication to the railroad and the city
was W. L. Kesler. Mr. Kesler served as the Edna
agent for thirty-eight years. He was a whale for
work and his record is one to be proud of and
hard to surpass.

THE HIGHWAYS

In and around the year 1917 most of the
roads in southeast Kansas were of either gravel
or mud and automobiles were not yet the
common thing to have. Improvements came
gradually as the state paved a road between
Coffeyville and Chetopa in 1929, using a rock
base taken from a local Edna rock quarry. This
highway is now known as U. S. 166. In the late
forties the state graded and paved a highway,
north and south from U. S. 166 to highway 96, a
total of ten miles and is known as highway 101.
The first citizen of Edna to own an auto was u. s.
Weer and the first motorcycle was owned by Leo
McKee.

THE AIRBASE

The news of the contract let in 1943, for the
new Army Air Force Base that was to be located
4.5 miles north of Edna caused one enthusiastic

12

news edtter to write " ... Edna has experiencec1
one of Hie g~eatest business booms in the:
hlstory of the town." Tlilere was a lot o
excitement eonceralnq the prospects of the
fu~wre ©f t'lile Git¥. It seemed to be one of great
hope ~hat southeast Kansas was at last to be in­
dustrialized.

The Army condemned 640 acres of land t(:
0uild the speelal air iield which later becarnr
kAowm as Auxiliary Field #3. It was built on a latii
tude of 37°07'30", and longitude of 95°21', at a,,
elevation ©f 975'. Tlitree 4,000 feet x 100 feet con
crete nunways were constructed with
adlaeent spurs for the purpose of testing thi-,
special P38 Bomber used durring World War Two

After the war the Arrmy Ao longer had us
the special air field and came to terms to deer
the air field over to Labette county and to the
of Edna, jointl)'I, wi~h the new owners agreeing
maintain the runways and return the field shoi
the Government ever need it again. The rema
er of the ground was rented for fanrning purp
arid the revenue was to have been used
maintain the airport. l'hi~ agreement was si
in June of 1948.

EDN,A Ml.!JNilCIPAL AIRPORT

oOLS
CHURCHES AND scr'

l,JFlCH
THE METHODIST Cf1 th rd toge e L

All the people worshi~e(lization ot t"
several years, until the or~~gunday sc_h
denominational churches and 9 services m t
created such a call for religioi.J
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.rhwes: part of Labette County that a numbsr
Methodist classes were mgalilized in 1872.

: nornas Summerfield, a local preacher living in
Elm Grove Township, was appointed presldirng
,,Ider to supply those points with preaching. The
-rqaruzation was given the name Elm Grove
r:ircuit in March 1873 and the Rev. Thomas
·;1offett was appointed in charge.

The name was changed to the Edna Circuit
,11 1879 and in April 1879, a charter was granted
under the title, "The Edna Circuit of The Metho­
dist Episcopal Church." The fifteen lncorpora­
tors were: Thomas R. Lackey, W. J. Millikin,
Nancy Lackey, Estelle Millikin, A. J. Justice,
Christian Leib, Lew W. Bloom, C. 8. Hitchcock,
Mildred Stone, Jonathan Pearson, J. S. Wimmer,
H. H. Leib, George E. Stone, Annie E. Bloom
and J. Ragsdale. The first trustees were:
Christian Leib, W. R. Lackey, George E. Stone,
Jonathan Pearson and Owen Wimmer. Rev. C.
W. Swartz was the first minister to serve under
the new charter. Worship services were held in
the school house which at that time was locatec
near the railroad, approximately two bloeks west
of the depot until the fall of 1882 when the
erection of a new church building was be,gun on
the sight of which is now the home of Mr. and
Mrs. Paul Brown, and enclosed so that services
were held in it that winter and was completed the
following summer. Rev. Azor McDole was the
first pastor of the new church. He was
succeeded in August 1883, by Rev. Salem Hed­
ges. who was the church pastor when the build­
ing was dedicated about November 1, 1883 by
Rev. A. Cullison.

The Edna district Sunday school was organ­
ized in 1872 with Geo. Goodwin as superinten­
dent, and was held in Peter Goodwin's granary
on the northwest quarter of section 31, about 1
and 1~ miles southwest of Edna.

In April 1873 the Sunday school was reor­
ganized and held in the new school building with
W. J. Millikin was superintendent. The Sunday
School was always a prosperous one and contin­
ued active until the organization of the denomi­
national schools.

The first Methodist denominational Sunday
School was organized in the first Methodist
Church in the spring of 1883, with Col. E. B.
Baldwin, superintendent.

The church congregation agreed to move
Within the city limits in 1896 provided that satis-

f1act0ry ananqernsnt coulo be made and a suit­
able location could be secured. By December of
that year, HJ~6, the Methodists purGhased the lot
nerth of Prestorn's Livery Stable tor their church
bU'ileling.

In 1897 in the last year of Rev. Bundy"s pas­
torate, the original building was razed and con­
struction of a new church bl'Jileing begl'.ln on the
present location. Re1t. Bundy was succeeded in
March 1898, by Rev. G. E. Tiftt and it was in the
first year of his pastorate that the new building
was completed at a cost of $2,500 and was
dedicated l:Jy Dr. W. H. MillDum, chaplain of the
U. S. Senate, on September 25, 18~8.

;- -~

't~ ~ ~ ....•... ..- "' .
" . ·,. i,,.. ,..

Methodist Church

The following is a complete list of all
Ministers who have served this Church since the
granting of the chartqer and the order In which
they served: Rev. C. W. Swartz, Azor McOole,
Salem Hedges, A. S. Tseed. E. A. Graybeal, Hen­
ry Carlyon, L. N. Anderson, H. V. Spear, J. H.
Hubbard, G. F. Bundy, C. E. ruu, J. R. Hankins,
Leon V. Stiles, F. H. Flickinger, C. B. Littleton,
C. E. West, A. Horner, W. P. Dixon, S. F. Bier­
derwell, M. G. McKinzie, V. R. Thompson, F. S.
Ditto, Mark G. Mc1r1tosh, Frank L. Page. ROY
Saferite, Francis E. Buck, J. Richard Williams,
Fred H. Betts, Wright M. Horton, F. Vern Dillion,
George H. Mize, Elmer Robison, H. H. Lenhart.
O. W. Dewey, R. Paul Johnson, Lloyd Perry, R0~
Wells, Richard Jones, Harold Peck. Robe
Chance, George Finley and Lee Domann.
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THE Fl~ST BAPTIST CHURCH

In the sprimg of 1871 and durimg the suIrtiTmer
following, several Baptist tamilies from the Little
Bethel Association of Kentucky settled In La­
bette County, Kansas. about midway between
Chetopa and Old Parker near the Cherokee Strip.

Deprived of church privileges after leaving
Kentucky, they began to think of ~etmnlng to
Kentucky or going elsewhere, in order te enjoy
gospel privileges. Before these thoughts had
gone Into action, the necessity was oe'literated
by a visit of Elder F. L. Walker from Oswego.

After a few meetings It was resolved to hold
a meeting on Friday, February 2, 1872, at the
home of P. Z. Goodwin to consider the propriety
of organizing a church.

After devotional services·, Elder Walker was
chosen moderator of the meeting and J. H.
Goodwin, clerk. There seemed to be an earnest
desire to affect an organization. A motion to the
effect was made and carried. The letters of six
brothers with their wives, namely Peter and
Phoebe Goodwin, Lewis and Susan Goodwin,
Junius and Carolyn Goodwin, George arid Lucy
Goodwin, J. H. and Alice Reasor, and William
and Millicent Reasor were handed In and read.

Brother J. H. Goodwin and Junius Goodwin
were elected deacons, as they were deacons In
Kentucky. J. H. Reasor was elected clerk.

The Saturday before the third Sunday in
each month was set apart for church meetings
and one of the rules read: "It shall be the duty of
each member to fill his seat at church meeting
days."

In May 1872, Elder Davis was chosen pastor.
He resigned in 1873, and Elder Oldham of Cof­
feyville was elected. On August 20, 1873 George
Goodwin was ordained to the ministry.

In 1874, Wash Reasor came by letter from
Kentucky to join the group. Soon after, Stilwell
Graham and Thomas McKinley came.

In 1875 the pastor resigned and Brother
George Goodwin was chosen as pastor. On
January 19, 1883 the church met at the home of
G. W. Reasor. George Goodwin was sent to
Kentucky to solicit aid in the erection of a
church. Part of the time the church had met in
the Leib Schoolhouse.

The original church was built in the fall of
1883 and dedicated June 14, 1884 and the name
changed to Kingston Baptist Church.

14

1T'he Gld Fir.st Ba~tist <Church

Brother. Floyd was called as pastor. In 1886.
Brother Tom Cooper was erdained in 1890. The
Ladies Aid SG>ciety bOl!l§!h,t an organ that year.
Brother George Goodwin was again chosen
pastor In 1890. Brother Baxley was called at a
salary of $35.00 for half time In 1903. Reverend
s. A. Evans was called In 1905.

Pastors wt-Jo followed were Revs. Floyd,
Harvey, Baxley;, Evans, Driver, Maxey, Varnell,
Klllaugh, Taylor, Gwrley, Elliott, Wade, Hotch­
kiss, Daum, Everett, Cooper, Fruits, Vantill,
Cloninger, Fuller, Landers, Holmes, Upchurch,
Hall, Ford, Pick, Priddy, Wynne, Landers and
Williams.

Much has been accomplished since the
church was first organized: In 1943 the chur~h
was ceiled with celotex and a new balcony bui_~~
to be used for more class rooms. ~any ~'.
remember Brother •Cloninge_r and 1KGeG; 10

S d rn1ng over .
program every atur ay moib Schoolhouse was

About 1950 the old Le ildren's department
acquired to be used for the ch b ·it. . g was u1 .
until an education~I. buildln iJso built the length

In 1948 an addition was class rooms and
of the church which had tW

0
space of the audi­

one that added to the seating
toriurn. . .

ducational building
Both the church and e1. The church build-

were destroyed by fire in 19\9 razed at the time
ing was in the process of be15 were held at the
of the fire. Church meetir9 nd church parson­
Edna Community Building i:J

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



•

P#

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



.J during the time the new church was li>eimg
nlt. Fred Co~per was chairman 0f the building

.uoject. and with the help of members and others
1 he church was completed in the spring of 1973.

/

New First Baptist Church
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THE ASSEMBLY OF GOD CHURCH

The Assembly of God Church was organized
on a pro tern basis in May 1934. This was
following a series of revival meetings conducted
by co-Evangelists the Rev. Mr. and Mrs. William
alcolm. It was then that a group of approxi­

mately 25 converts rented the old theater
building and for four years they, along with an
ever increasing growth in membership, contln­
Jed worship services there and in many cottage
era er meetings.

The lirst full time minister for the Edna
Assembly was the Rev. R. G. Batson of Coffey­
vrlle. His first Sunday School superintendent In
Edna •: as Ralph (Barney) Baker. There Is no
documentation however. nor supporting records
concerning the names of other officials tor the
. ears 934 and ·35_

r. Batson held the pastorate in Edna near­
: hree years and it was during his ministry that
he church. on May 24. 1936. was set in order by
he District Superintendent. the Rev. Fred Vog­
ler. The church was then accepted by the District
Council and the following officials were elected:
rs. Elfie Blevins. Secretary: Oren Triplett,

Treasurer and Deacon: Sam Triebel and Roscoe
·.alone.Associate Deacons. Mr. Batson submit­
·ea his resignation May 30. 1937.

The Rev. Ralph Hillegas was called to fill the
vacancy after an acclamatory vote. and he served
until March 23. 1941. It was during Mr. Hillegas·
ministry that the inactive Christian Church of
Bartlett was purchased January 14, 1938 and
later moved to its present location. The first ser­
vice Was held in the new church building Sept.
18· 1938. A special dedication service was per-

termed January 1, 1 ~39 by, a later District Super­
intendent, the 1Re1t. V. 6. 6reisen.

The f@l'lowimg full time ministers have
served in the Edna Assembly of God: The Rev.
R. 6. Ba,tson, Ralph W. Hillegas, Charles w.
Shumwa,y, Howar,Gl Shelt0A, Charles Boshell

I

Hollie Thompson, Roy D. Pick, Vernon Whit-
more, Vernon Howerton, Jack H\!Jghes and
Robe~t Shetlenberqer.

THE FAlllihl BAPTIST CHURCH

The Rev. Karl B. Hall, pastor of the First
Baptist Church of Edna for 10 months resigned
in 1958 because of the church constitution, he
thought had not been adhereGI to.

In a statement to the April 1, quarterly meet­
ing, Rev. Hall, discussed the matter of building a
new church. The result was a 33 to 6 vote in favor
of purchasing a new lot and building a new
church. The small minority, however. refused to
submit to the large majorlty and another vote
was taken April 15. Again the vote stayed the
same as the original vote of April 1. Still this
minority group refused to move ahead and a 3rd
vote was asked to be taken July, 8. Representing
the majority vote, Rev. Hall, asked in a special
called meeting, to move the v0ting date up, but
the minority group denied this small favor.

Rev. Hall wishing to remain in Edna asked
that the majority group meet at the Norman
Alloway home to make plans for organizing a
new church in Edna as a venture of faith,
believing God was whoilly united in their decision
to meet the area's spiritual needs of the people.
Some 50 people met at this meeting and it was
decided that the minority group would not rule
the majority. The new qroup was to meet regular­
ly in the Ripon School house. In 1958. at the
Ripon School house, a name for a new church.
The Faith Baptist Church, was chosen. The
church was to be strictly independent with no af­
filiation, conference, or convention.

With the exception of three people all chart­
er members were members from the First Baptist
Church. These three were Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence
Wilmoth, and Mr. Her,ry Speer. Others came as
they were baptized.

The following deacons were elected: Date
Houston, chairman, Elmer Cranor and Gordon
McBride; Sunday School superintendent vas
Elmer Cranor.

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



In 1959, a new lot was pllircMased by Ad€ii­
son Owens and a new building was erected on
the east side of Labette Street. Rev. Hall resign­
ed May 3, 1959. Since Rev. 1-'lall the following
pastors have served: R. A. Pefley, Jack w0rth,
Bob Fraiser and Norman Fitch.

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH

Originally this church was organized as the
Ripon Presbyterian Church. Rev. C.H. Mccreery
preached at the Ripon School house in District
No. 49, during the summer of 1874, where on No­
vember 8, of that year, assisted by Rev. H. W.
Stratton, he organized the church, with a
membership of 12 of whom James Scott and
Thomas H. Bruner were elected ruling elders.

In the fall of 1877, a church was projected to
be built at Kingston, by this same group, and
was built during that winter and spring, being
dedicated by Rev. Timothy Hill on June 8, 1878.
The following week a cyclone moved the church
from its foundation causing extensive repairs t0
be made.

Mr. Mccreery supplied the pulpit till 1881,
since that time J. N. Young, J. M. Crawtord, J.
S. McClung, and a Rev. Smith with a host of
other ministers. Mr. Crawford served either as
pastor or supply from April 1, 1883 to November,
1889, and again took charge March 1, 1892.

The Sunday school was organized in their
church at Kingston in 1879, where it was

Presbyterian OhurcM

continued until the chcreh was moved to Edna
in 1887, John T. Watt was superintendent whil
the school remained at Kimgston and tor a year
after It was mo~ed to Edna. In 1889, H. Allen was
superintendent. N0 Sunday school was main
tained during 1890 and 1891. It was reorganiz

Presbyterian Choir
16
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January 1892, with J. T. Wa,tt as Sl.!ll1)erinteri-
• l l.

Since the group had been meetimg in tlile
presbyterian church in Kingston, in 1884 tme
name was changed from the Ripon Presbyterian
Church to the Kingston Presbyterian Church.

The group in 1887 purchased lot 12, in
31ock 10, Original Plat, from The Edna Town
,ompany, and the church building was mov,ed
-rorn Kingston to Edna, the final payment being
made December 28, 1887. On April 30, 1889 Lot
1111. Block 10, just south of the church, was
purchased from Columbus Potts. The church
then became known as the Edna Presbyterian
Church.

In 1920 due to the small size of the congre­
gation. and the difficulty of obtaining a full time
minister, the congregation was disbanded. A
short time after disbanding, the church property
was sold to A. W. Pearce, Rosendale, Mo.,
g1vrng the deed on August 2, 1920. Mr. Pearce
dismantled the church and used the lumber in
he construction of a residence on the lots,
residing therein until selling the property to
Siem Hooper. March 3, 1925. The Rev. Hay Bell
vas minister at the time of disbanding.

SCHG©L DISTRICT NO. 73

An order was givern May: 3, 1871 for tl;ie
formation of Wimmer School District, layln!!:J in
tfrie center of the Elm 6,~ove Towashlp. An elec­
tion was called for May 15, 1871 at the home of
Owen VX/imrmer. Hie dlstric] failed to organize un­
der this order, and on May 20, 1872 a new order
was issued for the oreanlzauon of the district
and the first election was called for May 29, at
the home of P. C. 600Cilwin. This time the district
was orqanized and §iven the number 73. Tli!e first
school buildin§J tn tlile district was erected in the
fall of 1872 anGI completed in the fore part of De­
cember. It was completed on a Montrlay and on
Tuesday W. J. Millikin opened therein the first
school in the district. Thls bwilding stood in the
southeast corner of the northeast quarter of
Section 30, Township 34, Range 19. This was
about 50 feet west 0f hi igf.lway ~ ©1 as y,ou cross
the railroad tracks corninq into Edna, When
the railroad was laid out the proiectee line ran di­
rectly througM the building. The building was
sold to Thomas Bickham and moved a little to
the north and used as a Free Metlilodist Church.
Later the building was sold to Jehrrnie Bennett.
He hired Vedantus Holten to move the building

School district #73, 1912-1913
7
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to his ~arm south of Edna. There he smedded off
both sides of it and used it for a barn. This is Hie
farm on Which Howard Asbury now lives. School
was then held in a makeshift building en Dela­
ware Street. District #73 was a one teacher
school from 1872 to 1882. In the fall of 1882 they
added a teacher, making it a two teacher school.

On May 12, 1886, Mrs. A. R. Hickenbottom
made a note in her county Superintefildent book,
"Held meeting in the Edna District #73 to inspire
people with more interest for the cause of educa­
tion and wake them up to the fact that semething
must be done immediately toward erectinQJ a new
building."

In the fall of 1886. $2,000 in bonds were
voted for the purpose of erecting a two-story
frame building. By July of 1887 the new school
house 32 feet x 52 feet had been constructed.
This was two rooms below and two rooms above.
They also added a teacher, making it a three
teacher school.

A two room addition was voted in 1903 at a
cost of $1,500. In 1907. one year of high school
was added, Oral Miller was the teacher of the
high school.

In 1912, a three year high school was added
and the student could graduate with a three year

diploma. In 1914 aM,theryearof high school was
added arid tlhe student could @raduate with a four
year di!1)1erna.

r

First two-roem school built in 1886

This o,f course, made a need for a new build­
ing. The six room buildlnq served the district up
to the evening of Novermber 27, 1917, when the
Thanksgiving vacation was announced. The four
days folio.wing were used to move the school
furniture into the new buil<ding. On Monday, De­
cember 3, 19H, the stars and stripes floated
from the flag staff and the new buildin§ was
used for the first time. This is the building that

E.H.S. and Grade School built in 1917
18
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•rved our community until Wednesda,y, May 26,
')71. The Board of Education at the time were:
H. T. Gray, J. F. Holten, and Oscar Froman.
rnese men had put forth untiring effort to seek
qood men to construct the new buildimQJ. Mr. .!J.
H. Hoole was the superintendent of bwilElin@;
·hos. W. Wi 11 iamson of Topeka was the arch i-
•c t who drew the plans and specifications. Bert
iores of Coffeyville was awarded the contract.
,10 old six room school mouse was sold for a ha¥

. .irn and moved ½ mile south, 2 miles east and
1 1• miles south of Edna.

The principal in the new building was Fred
s. Pau I. Other teachers that year were Ka,thryn
Wilson. J. H. Benefield, Minnie Massa, Hallie
,~ude. Oma D. Clark, lone Walker, Ruth Living-
ron. and Gladys Rucker.

Many years have passed since that time,
.no time has a way of changing things. As the
-cnooi became inadequate for the required
«cucation. District #73 became a part of Unified
District #506 on July 1, 1966. The followirig fall
students from kindergarten through the 8th
;rade attended Edna Grade School and the
· .idents from the 9th grade through the 12th
·:ended Labette County High School in
~ iarnont. The last high school graduating class
)m Edna High School was in 1966.

The old high school building served as the
·-:rade school building until 1971 when a new
.rade school building was erected. The old
1.1110,ng was razed in 1972. The Board of
::-1uca 10n to vhom we owe our appreciation for

. , ne I building are O. J. Keltz, Eugene
' \ unn. Stan Lips. Dale Maxson, Leon Pearce,
- ~ "I Gullett and Gayle Baugher.

Present school building

A special school bond election was held in
lJf"\ified District #506 for school improvements on

ifuesday, .!l,urne rn, 1974 and $1,550,000 was
approved for, new facilities at Altamont, Edna
and Meadow View. At Edfi'la two additional class­
rooms, a kindergarten arnd a multi-purpose room
are t0 be added to the existing structwre. The
bomd tssue easses b¥ a narrow margiri 0f 470
¥ES t0 429 N'6.

BANKS, BUSIN1ESS & INDUSTRY

On January 25, 1'887, C. T. Ewing, who was
in the banking busimess at Thay,er and Cherryvale
erected a twe-stors stone buil!ding ans opened
the lnternational Bank at Edna, with J.M. Berry,
cashier. C.H. Zabriskie succeeded Mr. Berry as
the cashier on November 1, 1888, and contimued
in charge of the bank until it failed. in May, 1892.

A state ban« under the firm name of Mason
& Lower, Abilene & Marion, Kansas was started
in September, 1897. The f0ll0winQ1 officers of the
new bank were F. P. Dicus, President, ·I. W.
Clark, Vice Presieent, J. H. Lower, Cashier. The
Directors were L. K. Lower, R. H. Muzzy, F. P.
Dicus, I. W. Clark and J. H. Lower.

In June, 1898, the state bank closed its
doors and went into voluntary llquldatlon after
having paid off its depcsitors in full. There was a
lack of confidence in the bank after hearing of
the arrest of Harry Mason. President of the
defunct banks o·f Marion and Lehigh. who was
also principal owner of the Edna bank, which
caused a "run" on the bank. and the officials
thought it best t0 settle up and close the door .

THE FIRST STATE BANK

The First State Bank has a long and honor­
able history, being opened for business on July
21, 1899, with a capital stock of $5.000 as the
State Bank of Edna with W. L. Conneway 3.S

cashier. On February 5, 1905. a National charter
was obtained and the bank has operated as the
First National Bank since that time. but has
changed to the First State Bank as the National
Bank charter was changed to a State charter on
July 1. 1962.

Probably the most outstanding e:ent In '.he
bank's history occurred on January 11. 1927.
when the Citizens State Bank. then operated and
managed by the late J. F. Holten and Clarence E.
Kallenberger was merged with the First National
Bank. w. L. Conneway served as pres,dent uflU

~

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



-

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



The First National Bank

his retlrement ©fil l!:lecem'ber 31, 1940. He was
succeeded IDy Charles R. Kallenberger who
served as presldent until his death in 1951.
Clarence E. Kallenberger served as cashier until
J une 12, Hl51 when he was elected president arid
served as president with Clyde T. Cunningham
as cashler um,~ii aifter 44 years of active banking
sereice, they seld their liT1ajority stock interest to
Billy L. Sehmoll on Jwly n, 1958. On Septernbsr
15, 1961 Billy, L. SGmli'floll, president, and A. L.
Stine, vice prestdent, sole their stock interest to
Melviirn W. Morley and Harry E. Rash who served
as exeeurlve vlce-presldant and president until
sell'irig their interests t0 Fred Pracht, who took
chlarge of the bank, as its new owner and presi­
dent, om March 4, 1975.

l'HE CITIZENS STATE BANK

The Citizens State Bank was first organized'
as The Edna State Bank with J. C.. Justice as
cashier on July 4, 1902. This bank had a total of
$90,000 in resources In 1910 and was successtui
until its merger in 19·27 with the First National!

Interior of the First National Bank
Pictured are W. L. Conneway and Jimmi.e Cunningt1am.
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Interior of the Citizens State Bank
Pictured are Ben Potter and J. F. Helfen.

Bank. The officers of the bank in 1910 were F. 0.
Potter. president, S. J. Dobson, vice president
1d J. F. Holten, cashier. The directors were J.
Lower, D. D. Ray, W. A. Maxson, F. 0. Potter,
tis Koons, S. J. Dobson and Frank Pottorff.

t

BUSINESS

In the October 28, 1887 issue, The Edna
Star took note of the growing number 0f Edna
nusmesses.There were two hardware stores, two
·ug stores, 1 dry good store, two grocery
·ores. one jeweler, four general stores, one
.ank. one millinery, two restaurants, one flour
and feed store, one billiard hall, two meat
markets, one lawyer, two livery stables, one boot
and shoemaker, three doctors, two insurance
agents, one hotel, picture gallery, saddle shop,
barber shop, broom factory and flour mill.

Among those businesses mentioned were
1e following stores and businessmen: Rinker's

..1rocery, C. M. Rinker, proprietor; Vance and
Bloom's Livery, Clark's Livery, Frank Clark, pro­
prietor; Walters Barber Shop, L. D. Walters, pro­
prietor; Bottorff and Wimmer, Land & Loan
Agents; L. W. Dunlap & Company, General
Hardware; City Restaurant and Book Store, E. L.
Higbey, proprietor; Clark's Drug Store, H. H.
':lark, proprietor, L. T. Flowers, Blacksmith;

Goodwin Dray Haulinq, D. Goodwin; Martin's
Millinery, Mrs. F. W. Martir,; Potter's Grocery, J.
T. Potter, proprietor; Knigiht's Harness Shop, W.
E. Knight, proprietor; "fhe Photograph Gallery,
C. G. Glass, A. R. Bel1l, Attorney at Law, L. P.
Dollar's General Merchandise; Morgan Brothers,
Flour Feed; Arnold's General Merchandise, J.C.
Arnold, proprietor; Smith's Jewelry Store, t. P.
Smith, proprietor; The Gem Pharmacy, S.
Emmett Miller, proprietor; Brady Dial Tobacco
Store, W. A. Holten Harness Shop and the
Central Hotel.

On December 28, 19G0, The Edne Enterprise
put out a special edition with articles, biograph­
ies and pictures of the various buslnesses and
businessmen of Edna. One article stated that
there were seven large mercantile houses, four
grocery stores, five hardware and implement
stores, three harness establishments, two
hotels, three restaurants, two drug houses, two
butcher shops, two barber shops, each occupied
with two barber chairs, four grain buyers, Good­
win Brothers stock buyers, one large lumber
yard, one large elevator complete with all the
latest machinery with numerous small elevators,
two jewelry stores, one shoe store, three millin­
ery houses, one State Bank, one photograph gal­
lery, one large flowring mill, one city feed milt,
two livery, stables, three blacksmith shops, two
large fumiture stores, four real estate offices.

21
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J. F. Holten's Harness Shep

,i.lfgess Cafe
Interior ef fiJ
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Ti lton's Barber Shop

Reasor's Hardware Stare
23
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Interior of McGee's Store
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McKee's Tin Shep
24
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Lackey and Swope's Harness Shop

Interior of Muzzy and Lower Hardware Store
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Interior of Marrow-Lyddon Lumberyard
Pictured are Clyde Tilton and Harry Watt.

Interior of Evans-Lombe Drug Store

five practicing physicians, two resident dentists,
one practicing attorney at law and two printing
offices.

Again in 1910 a special newspaper edition
was printed but was edited by The Edna Sun.
Here is another list of businesses and
businessmen. Muzzy & Lower Hardware, Ray &
Cook Horse & Mule Buyers, Allen's Feed Store,
Henry Allen proprietor; Weer's Jewelry Store, U.
S. Weer, proprietor; McGee & Blair, R. T. McGee

26

. s·i tt's Harness& David Blair, proprietors; 1 co M'II'
b'S I in-

Shop, R. B. Silcott, prnpri~tor, Weier, Bartlett,
ery, Mrs. S. B. WelGh, OK Livery, N, R. M Kee's
preprietor; M. & L. Grain Comp~ny, , ~ark's
Fix'em Shop, Nice McKee, proprietor, iement
Furniture Store, J. 0. Marks; Hunt's irnPve Nur­
House, A. H. Hunt, preprletor: Elm ~~o Barber
sery, S. P. Bickham; J. H. Goodw~

5
•_Lombe,

Shop; Lombe's Drug Store, H. Ev,\, guyers,
drugist; WooGlforGI & R-idgeway, Gra1 onQ and
Long Brothers, machinists, C. F. L- chandise
James A. Long, Holland's General t-A0~he First
Store, W. W. Hottand, Proprietor; a,nk, Glen
National Bank, The Citizens State f3 (11anager;
Lumber Company, C. 0. Gllkersori,a.98r; Wa~­
Edna City Feed Mill, C. E. Page, mar' or propn-

fl<.1 ' 'Itgoner's Livery Stable, J. H. Waggo c. f1 on,
etor; George Ecknor, Blacksmith; ·f,ijliPs, pm­
barber· The Central Hotel, Frank P11(1<et. J. ~-

' .A&! Furn1-prietor; Cratty & Company Meat 1v• f:.0na
Cratty & I. N. Shoemaker, and the er•
ture Oompany, R. H. Welch, manag rs put ou.

!,te out th.,.
For several years, the Edna bo0_0, ab count

a business guide, with a short dos!,1 in°
city, long distance phone rates, citY
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Oscar Froman's Cider Mill
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Vedantus Holten's Feed Mill
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Arnold's Store
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Olson's Garage
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The s·19 Racket
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F. W. Newman's Implement House
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The interior of W. W. Holland's Groeery

/4

W.W. Holland's Grocery

o~ficers. Also a railroad time table, a church
direct?ry and the distances to various cities sur­
rounding Edna. It was a brochure of intimate
knowledge to the travellers of the time.

Here is a list of the businesses in Edna in
1974- The T-Bone Restaurant, Kountry Kousin
Kate_, Thompson's Drive In, Bill's Champlin
Service, Bates Western Auto and Catalogue

30

Goodwin Brothers Garage

Center, Bates Funeral Home, Cliff's s _
Shop, Stine Hardware, Bartlett Co-op, Stirn;
Feeder supply, Edna Lumber Company. Queer
Edna Mattress Factory, Sperry Radio & T.V.
Rosson's Garage, The Kimrey Blacksmith Shop
Holliday'S Garage, Gilpin Oil Company, Asbur.
& Spencer Implement, Carl's Electric and Groce·­
ies Russell's Laundry, The First State Bank, Tti
Edna sun, The Aquarius Beauty Salon, Th:­
unlon Gas Company, The Conoco G~s c~rr
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The interior of W. W. Holland's Grocery
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W.W. Holland's Grocery

officers. Also a railroad time table, a church
directory and the distances to various cities sur­
rounding Edna. It was a brochure of intimate
knowledge to the travellers of the time.

Here is a list of the businesses in Edna in

1974_ The T-Bone Restaurant, Kountry Kousin
Kafe, Thompson's Drive In, Bill's Champlin
service, Bates Western Auto and Catalogue

30

Goodwin Brothers Garage

Center, Bates Funeral Home, Cliff's Barber
Shop, Stine Hardware, Bartlett Co-op, Stine
Feeder Supply, Edna Lumber Company, Queen
Edna Mattress Factory, Sperry Radio & T.V.,
Rosson's Garage, The Kimrey Blacksmith Shop,
Holliday's Garage, Gilpin Oil Company, Asbury
& Spencer Implement, Carl's Electric and Grocer­
ies, Russell's Laundry, The First State Bank, The
Edna Sun, The Aquarius Beauty Salon, The
Union Gas Company, The Conoco Gas Com-
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Chris Smith's Blacksmith Shop
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Woodford and Ridgeways elevator and crib

parry, The Edna Locker Service,, Charlie's Ser­
vice, Morgan Oil Company, Coles Grocery and
the Hoppock Garage.

The agrarian economics of the surrounding
area instilled life into the little town. Many kinds

of grain were grown in the warm temperate cli­
mate of Labette county 100 years ago and are
still grown today. The livestock industry also
played an important part as there were horse,
cattle and hog buyers which lent credence to the
formation of creameries and butcher shops in
town.

J. W. Quinn was in Edna February 1901, for
the purpose of establishing a Creamery and met
with flattering success, and he expected to se­
cure the necessary stock to proceed with the pro­
ject. By April, agents for the Chicago Manu­
facturing Company had secured the necessary
stock to build a creamery at Edna. The creamery
was located on lot 7 in block 15, just south of the
Felix Martin residence. Among the major stock
holders in the company were R. H. Muzzy,
president, and W. L. Conneway, secretary. By
September 20th, the new creamery was in
operation with Mr. Underdahl as the butter
maker.

At one time or another there have been
several broom factories. In 1886, Aaron Humes
moved his broom factory from Kingston to Edna
as the two cities merged. James Waters, in 1899,
began manufacturing brooms of the first class

31
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The Pioneer Livery Stable
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Waggoner's Livery Barn about 1894

32

-

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



•

...___

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



- .......

\

i ---~----­,•¥-... - t

V
.,,:.w... l Nill... .........

The H. L. Acridge Livery Barn

and built up a rather splendid trade. Oscar
Froman also had a broom factory as he turned
out his hrs: product in January. 1904.

In more recent years. Edna has seen the
es ablishment of nev grain facilities. A Farmers
Cooperanve 1,•. as formed in 1955 as an 85 feet ele­
. a or s rue ure vas erected to house 30.000
oushets of grain. Jack Keller was the president.
G Maxson. secretary and Ted Storm. manager.
Forrest Sune. in 1960. built a new mixing and
grinding structure to help supplement his grain
ousiness at he old Dicus elevator complex.

The Edna Progress Association, Incorporat­
ed /as starred In 1959. to help promote new bus­
iness and industry. Evelyn Olson, Rolland W.
Hoppock. H. W. Froman. Elija Hill. W. B. Living­
s on and Arthur Stine vere the original stock­
holders. They helped Ralph Maxwell start a laun­
cry and dry cleaning business. promoted the
Edna Locker Service and helped establish the
Queen Edna Mattress Factory In 1961 when they
sold the Hunt building to Robert Melton.

EARLY CITIZENS & DOCTORS

~ H. MUZZY

The pioneer of the hardware business in
:·· s city was R. H. Muzzy who originally came
· ,,,rn New York t0 Kansas in 1885, engaging
•1•:,t in the hardware business in Cherryvale. In
1 ~-7. Muzzy disposed of his Interest there and
,.11ne to Edna and started his mammoth busi-
11t':-S.

In March, 1889, Mr. Muzzy started a branch
store in Centralia, under the management of
Hl,bert Allen of Edna. As this business proved
1,, be beneficial, he invested his money in
.uiother branch store in Bartlesville in 1900.
under the management of W. L. Berentz. also ot
Edna. As his business grew in Edna the need of
.i lcirger building became apparent and in 1904,
constructfon began on his 50x120 feet brick
w.uehouse and store structure, which contained
1 :!.000 square feet in all. J. H. Lower became
tlH' active manager of this business house in
1 'l05. thus adopting the firm name of Muzzy &.
Lower.

33
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J. 0. MARKS

J. 0. Marks was a Vi~giniari by birth, but
came to Edna in 1878 as a pioneer furniturre
dealer and cabinet maker and was rather for­
tunate in securing a large tract of land which is
now incorporated into the city as the Marks'
Addition. He later became President of the Edna
Town Company and executed the transfer 0f
lots to the first owners. Marks was a man of
fine character and developed a large furniture
trade. In 1898, he sold his business house on
Marks Avenue and erected a much better ac­
commodating building on the east side of
Delaware street from which he supplied lilis
customers with a complete stock.

C. F. PRESTON

Charles F. Preston was born on a farm near
the shores of Lake Ontario in Monroe County,
New York, July 5, 1850. He moved to Labette
county in 1881 and later moved to Edna in 1888
where he erected a livery barn known as "The
Pioneer Livery." Preston acquired a thriving
business and did quite well.

J.F.HOLTEN

J. F. Holten came .o the Edna vicinity with
his parents in 1881. His first venture in the
business world was in 1890 when he engaged in
the harness and saddle business in Edna. His
business was destroyed by fire in 1891. Later he
became cashier of the Citizens State Bank and
became associated with the First National Bank
when the two banks merged.

V. IYOLTEN

Vedantus Holten, the brother of J. F. Hol­
ten, loeated in Edna in 1889 and built the City
Feed Mill where he did a thriving business
SIUJ:llfll')(in§ @r©unGl feed for stoek, and fine stone
buhr-qreuad cern lilileal to his customers.

FRANK W. ELLIOWiJi

Frank Elliott, Ion![} time postmaster at Edna
was born in 11358. At the a![}e of twenty he
engaged in the livery business at Oswego. Later
he came to Edna and bought grain for the George
A. Adams Grain Company. Elliot succeeded w.
H. Pottorff as postmaster whem he received this
appointment February 1, 1898.

W. E. STAIGE

Bill Staige was the pioneer publisher and
editor of "The f.d1na Sun." IA 1882 he came to
Kansas. Staige first published "J'he fdna Sun"
November 22, 1894 in an office north of thf'
Arnold brick bulldinq, then moved it ave
Arnold's store. Later he aqaln removed his
office to a small two story frame building wes
of the First State Bank.

JAMES A. LONG & BR01HER

James A. Long and Charles F. Long were
engaged in the threshimg and machine shop
business. Both were reared and educated in
Indiana where they learned the machinist and
woodworking trade. Charles F. came to Kansas
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Herman Long's drilling rig

1n 1877 and his brother in 1888. They owned
three lots and a 38x70 feet building opposite the
depot where they employed at least one
assistant regularly. With their great ingenuity
hey worked out a patent for the manufacture of
self-feeders and band cutters for grain separa­·ors.
N. L. CONNEWAY

Len Conneway. who once served as presi­
dent of the Edna State Bank, came to Karisas
mth his father and family in 1885. He enjoyed
the privilege of having a liberal education and
first became associated with banking in 1882 as
he helped organize the Bank of Oak Valley. He
.• as acting cashier at the Rossville State Bank
at Rossville. Kansas during the winter of 1898
and 1899. Coming to Edna in 1899 he helped
organize the state bank and became cashier.
WELCH BROTHERS

R. H. Welch and J. E. Welch formed the
firm of Welch Brothers January 9, 1900. The
Senior member of the firm. R. H. Welch, first
engaged in the lumber and grain business at
McCune. Kansas. Later he formed a partner­
ship with P. S. Vawter. engaging in the hard­
ware business for six years and came to Edna in
1896. opening a large stock of hardware and
furniture. In 1898. Vawter sold his interest to
Welch. As well as being in furniture business
with his brother. R. H. Welch became a practi­
cal embalmer and undertaker in the fall of 1900.

1/V. W. MOHAN()

W. W. Holland was a successful mercantl
bwsinessman im Edna for about 20 years
Septelililber 30, 1899 he operated a sma
business lil@use he ha0 opened, Ufltil busines,
warranted a lar@er place. In April, 1904, h.
began construction ef a new two story brid
building 25x75 feet in €Jemension cm lots he hac,
purchased on Delawar,e street. Holland enjoyec.
a fine business and car,ried a large variety ot
go.ods until the greater part of his stock was
destroyeal by fire im 1919.

OSCAR FROMAN

osear Frornar, came to Labette county with
his parents in 1875. He was a JDioneer black­
smith, cider mill operator and one of the first
mana@ers of the Edna Mutual Telephone Com­
pany. He sold his blacksllilith shop to Carl E.
Gilpin In 1913. Froman was servin!il a third term
as mayor when he died suddenly on January 27,
1930.

F. W. NEWMAN

F. W. Newman, an early implement dealer,
came to Kansas with his parents in 1885,
settling on a farm six miles sotJthwest 0f
Oswego. In 1898, he moved to Edna and be­
came involved in the implement business in a
single story building on Delaware street. The
next year he added a two-story addition to the
rear of the main building. His business house
was consumed by fire in 1904 .

A.H. HUNT

Hunt came to Kansas in the year 1881.
Later he removed to the state of Washington,
lived there during the years 1885 and 1886 and
returned to Kansas. From 1887 to 1885 he was a
farmer and teacher, following the latter voca­
tion exclusively until 1890. Upon leaving the
teaching profession, he worked as a bookkeeper
for the Scammon Zinc Works until 1891, when
he took a position with the wholesale office of
A. Hood of Columbus, Kansas. After one year
there he formed a partnership with Hood under
the firm name of A. H. Hunt and Company Feb­
ruary 24, 1892. They moved their firm to Edna
arid engaged in business. carrying a full and

3!-i
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complete stock of hardware, Implements
vehicles. and

A. H. Hunt

Hunt purchased Hood's interest December
20, 1897 and the business continued under the
firm name of A. H. Hunt carrying only imple­
ments. In 1904, he constructed a large brick
structure to house his business on the west
side of Delaware street.

T. C. TILTON

In 1890, "Dora" Tilton moved his family to
Edna where he bought a barber shop, a trade
which he followed for 50 years until his retire­
ment in 1940. For many years his shop was
located on the east side of Delaware street
where the T-Bone Restaurant is now located.
His shop was always up-to-date with equipment
and other modern facilities.

H. EVANS-LOMBE

H. Evans-Lambe was born on May 11, 1864
in France of British parentage, removing from
there to England in his early boyhood where he
received the advantages of the best schools in
that country. After completing his schooling he
emigrated to South America, taking charge of a
large sugar plantation and refinery. After stay­
ing there for a few years he came to North·
America. After traveling extensively in this
country, he bought a farm near Bartlett,
Kansas. While on the farm he married, then
bought another farm two miles south of Edna
and moved there in 1890. There he built up a
typical country home. In 1898, he became con­
vinced of Edna's future growth and started a
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pharmacy. Hewever he resided in his country
home unitil Hl©e, when a Texan purchasan his
farm. He then moved t0 town whe~e he died on
ApITil 25, 1935.

COL. E. B. BALDWIN

Col. ~aldwi,n was an early pioneer of
Labette county ane a prominent citizen of Edna
for many y,ears. Whel'l the Civil War broke out in
1861 he joimed the Union Army.. Before the war
was over he had beceme a Lieutenant-Oolcnal
of the 8th Regifilleflt, Miss0uri Volumteer Cavalry
in the Thlrd Division under General Her-en and
served as Provost marshal until June, 1863,
when his health failed.

He came t0 Kansas in 1868 and in May 1870
purchased a farm in Howard TGwnship and
resided there until 1884, wlilen ae became a
clerk of Hie District Court at Oswego, after which
he went back to tine farm a short while, .and in
1900 he removed to Edna w,here he built a fine
comfortable home. He was the father of Evelyn
B. Baldwin.

EVELYN B. BALDWIN

Evelyn Baldwin, educator, artic explorer,
and son of Col. E. B. Baldwin, was a native of
this city. He first became krrown as a meteorol­
ogist for Admiral Pearys' North Greenland Ex­
pedition in 1893 and 1894. In 1898 and 1899, he
was second in command of the W,ellman Expe­
dition and in 1901, he orrganized and command­
ed the Balcwin-Zieqler Expedition. He became a
world traveler and once wrote a book about his
northland experiences entitled Life in the Great
White World.

F. P. DICUS

Dicus carne west with his family in 1857
and located in Missouri until 1870. Here he
learned the trade of a plasterer. Feeling quite

f. • t t kt,is art he located at lndepen-pro 1c1en a ·1 •

d K 5 where he worked a short while
ence, amsa d . b . h. .
d th tere the grain usmess, s ippmq

an en en .a,d of wheat ever shipped from
the first carlO

0
1..inty. Later he moved to Cherry-

Montgo_mery ~iruing the grain business, at the
vale, still con ·(19 lumber and grain interests in

t. h visame irne O ~ansas. Later he removed to that
Mound Valley, g.nd his brother Alfred conducted
city, where he

/,,....-------.--~64~-..:•:••-
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F. P. Dicus

a business in the meantime opening a lumber
and grain office at McCune. As the years went
by he became interested in the rapid growth of
the city of Edna until he became convinced that
Edna offered him a new opportunity and he
moved his family to Edna in 1896. He soon
disposed of his interests at McCune, each time
investing more in Edna.

In 1897 he erected a large lumber house,
which afforded thousands of feet of lumber and
the yards were paved with crushed rock. In 1898
he began the erection of a large grain elevator
on the Missouri Pacific tracks which was
opened for business in August 1899. By 1909
he had sold both businesses and becameretired.

R. T. McGEE

R. T. McGee, one of Edna's pioneer mer­
chants, was born at Kansas City, Kansas,
January 17, 1863. While a boy he moved to
Chautauqua county, Kansas, then to Coffeyville
where he was raised and gained his early educa­
tion. Due to the many difficulties in a larger
city, he was forced to begin business for
himself at the age of 12 years, opening a candy
and peanut stand. Being located as he was
between two large buildings he was prevented
from keeping a fire without considerable
expense in building a flue, and therefore, forced
to Close out, going to work for James Edaen, a
grocer where he remained for three years as an
efficie~t clerk, not withstanding his tender age.
~e resigned this position to acce~t a better one
in l:3arndollar's general mercantile store, he

jumped counters suecessfully for four years,
ml:lch to the satisfaction of his employer. Mr.
Barndollar reluctaritly let y0wn!ll "Mont" go, as
he elecidee:J t0 attend business school. After
he suecessfully eompleted this training at the
Business ColleQJe of Sedalia, Mo., he went to
work for the Chicago aad Altori Railroad as an
agernt at Corder, Mo. MeCSee soon decided rail­
reading was not his ,rnissi0n and returned to
Coffeyville where he went to work for Reed
Brothers. It was here ~hat he met his future
bride. In 1883 he moved to Caney, where he
married and resideo f@rr a shor,t time 0perating a
drug concern ur,ioer the name of Bump &
McGee. Selling his interest to Bump he
engaged in the groeer¥, business under the
name of Godden & McGee.

Disposing of his irnterest to Godden he
Iorrnsn a partnership with Steele in the same
busiriess. GissolvinQJ this partnership he
accepted a positiorn as mana@er fer Meeker &
Smock's General Mercarn.tile Co.; McGee later
buying Smock's interest, the business contin­
ued under the f lrm name 0f Meeker & McGee.
After that he dissolved his r:,artnership with
Meeker and tormec one with J. L. R·idgeway,
under the firm name of J. L. Ridgeway & Co.
Deciding to open a general mercantile store in
Edna, they moved here March 10, 1895, locating
in what was called the Taylorr brick block.

In 1897, one of the Ridgeway Brothers with­
drew, the firm assurrnirig the firm name of
Ridgeway & McGee. When October of 1897
rolled around the firm name changed to R. T.
McGee. In this space of time his business had
outgrown his storer@om accommodations, and
he commenced the erection on the northeast
corner of Delaware and Main a fine brick store
building. Upon completion 0f this building A.
W. Hollingworth was taken in as a partner and
in June, 1899, the firm again changed with R. T.
McGee assuming fl:111 controt This store build­
ing became known as the "Big Racket."

In January 1898, a branch store at Centralia
was opened under the name of Centralia
Mercantile Co., R. T. McGee, proprietor, and in
September, 1899, another branch store at
Wimer okranorna, then known as Indian
Terrttory was opened under the firm name of
Graham & McGee. Both branches did an excel­
lent business in the Territory.

A disastrous fire swept through the "Big

37

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



Racket" on April 12, 1905 destroying McGee's
entire stock. In October of 19®5, David Blair
bought an interest in the firm arnG1 thus Misters
McGee and Blair soon rebuilt the burned out
business. At some point in time Blair sold his
interest and the firm became R. T. McGee and
Son.
J. C. ARNOLD

J. C. Arnold was the proprietor of the
largest general store in Edna around 1900. He
came to Kansas in the fall of 1883. For a while
he lived on a farm near Bartlett and engaged in
farming for a short time. He then moved to old
Kingston. one and a half miles south of Edna,
where he began his career as a merchant,
moving his stock of goods to Edna with the
coming of the railroad in the fall of 1886. Arnold
conducted a dry goods, grocery and gen1s'
furnishing store. under his own name, for a
time and then entered into partnership with his
brother under the firm name of Arnold Brothers.
This partnership continued for five years and in
1896. the firm became known as J. C. Arnold &
Son.

On February 13, 1889, his frame building
met with a disastrous fire in which he suffered
considerable loss. But being the enterprising
man he was. J. C. quickly entered business
again. In 1899 he built a two-story brick build­
ing, 100x25 feet in dimension on the northwest
corner of Delaware & Main. His trade was very
heavy. acquiring business from the Indian
Territory. 20 to 25 miles to the south. At one
time he was known to have employed at least
six assistants. For fifty-two years he served his
customers faithfully until his death August 23,
1936.

MEDICAL DOCTORS

Also listed among the prominent citizens
are the doctors of the medical profession. In
1887, just one year after the railroad came
through, Edna had three practicing physicians,
Dr. C. W. Campbell, Dr. C. W. Thayer and Dr.
Howard Cook.

DR. J. H. JOHNSON

The subject of this sketch graduated from
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rnesieal coUege in 1887. His vacations were
devoted t0 teaching, stud¥ and travel, in all of
whieh he found food for thought and
improvement. The doctor was a close student,
and wheA not etherwtse employed was found in
communion witrn his books. He, it will be
rernernberec, was the founder of "The Edna
Entererise."

DR. F. E. HAMIilTON

Dr. Hamilton was born in Monroe county,
New York, November 2€l, 1837, graduated frern
the best school tn New Yo~k State, was a Mos­
pital steward and later assistant surgeon of the
First New York Cavalry. He came t© Kansas in
March, 1885 settling in Burrton arid later came
to Edna in 1890. TMe doctor served four terms
as mayor of Edna. He was a man of. much
experience amGI travel, was recognizecl as a man
of letters and was classed among the highest.

G~. JAMES HENRY WOODlJL

Dr. Woodul was reared as a boy in
Terrnessee, just 150 miles from Jackson's home
"The Hermitage," and in 1858 left his native
place and went to Missouri where he alternately
taught and attended school for several years.
After the close of the Civil War, me decided to
study medicine. He attended lectures at the
Missouri Medical College, at St. Louis,
graduated in 1875, and afterward began practic­
ing.

He went to Jamestown, Missouri, where he
remained one year, -and then to Columbus,
Missouri where he entered into partnership
with Dr. Newman, and later was associated with
Dr Coleman one year. The doctor then
practiced two or tMree years alone, after which
he went to Jackson county, Missouri, and in
1881 graduated from the Kansas City Medi~al
C II Dr Woodul then went to Aubrey, M1s-o ege. .

1. h re lile practiced for three years. n
SOUrt, W e d . 1893
1884 he went to Whiting, Kansas. an 1n

d Place 11 miles from Carthage. butmove to a
d t Whitin!il two years later where he

returne o . • f th' ...
. d roperty. After disposing o 1s pro-

still ha P ed to Edna and opened an officeperty, he rnov
Muzzy's hardware store.over R. H.
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DR. S. J. DOBSON

At the age of eight he came to this state
with his parents who settled in Montgomery
county. where his earlier education was obtain­
ed in the public schools. Afterwards he
attended the Kansas Normal College and from
there to the University of Illinois, graduating
from the physicians and surgeons branch of
that institution in the class of 1896.
Immediately after graduating he came to Edna

~nd began the practice of his profession in
partnership with D. I. W. Clark. In 1897

Jhowever. he left Edna to establish a practice in
Independence, Kans., but returned to Edna after
two years absence to again take up his practice

• J

this time alone. remaining in Edna until his
death. Dr. Dobson enjoyed an exceptionally
large practice.

DR. I. W. CLARK

Dr. Clark entered the Eclectic Medical Insti­
tute at Cincinnati, from which institution he

grnduatecil irn 1880, 0eginning the ,practice of
medieine. In It.le Sror,ing of 1885 he came to
Kansa; and resieed In Labette county. For a
short time he cornduct.ed a dr.ug store and his
practice at Ba~tlett.

In the fall of 1889 he moved to Edna and
erigaged in the oracucs ot medicine at this
place, them in SeroteAilber, 1904 he was
aproointed SuroerimtenCilemt of the State Hospital
at WirifielCil. On account of failing health he re­
sigrned his f!)osition and returned to Edna in Jan­
uary, 1912 anc ther,eafter died a few short
months later, July 9, 1912.

DR. C. W. CAMl=>9EILL

The subject of tlilis IDio§raphy was born at
Knightstown, lrndiana. He resided with his
parents in lndiama umtil rn?o when they moved
to Chetopa. At an early age he began siudyiAg
medicine with Dr. Boone. ANer that he went to
Chicago and grac!luated frorn the Rush Medical
Colle§e. He then retumed to Labette county and
took up practice at 0ld Kingston. Campbell fre­
quently took IJl'lg rides in all kinds of weather
to tend to hi~ patients amCil was a doct0r of high
promise for the CGliTlmunity as he held a
lucrative practice. At the age of 3r, while in one
of the city drug stores, he suddenly died.

DR. RALPH PARDUE

Dr. Parcue was born September 9, 1879. in
Nebraska. He practiced medicine in Edna and
Coffeyville for about 40 years, havirig left Edna
in 1945 to go to California. There he spent about
three years before @oing 10 Bolivar, Missouri
where he died In 1951. ·

DR. C. A. THOMAS

Among the prominent members of the
medical professi0n in the Edna and Coffeyville
area for over 25 years was Dr. C. A. Thomas. Dr.
Thomas was born in Iowa, February 12. 1877.
After securing a common school education in
the local district school he went for one year to
the Corydo High School and for one year and
two terms to what was then Western College of
Toledo, Iowa, after which he went to the Keokuk
Medical College of Physicians and Surgeons
graduating from that institution with the class
of 1904. During his senior year Dr. Thomas d1d
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E. B. Baldwin

Dr. J. H. Johnson

R. T. McGee

F. W. Elliot

Dr. I. W. Clark
J. L. Griffiths
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F. W. Newman

W.W. Holland

H. Evans-lombe

J.E. Welch

J.C. Amold R.H. Welch
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W. L. Conneway

Dr. Ralph Pardue

special work in the Clinical Class under the
Prof. on the eye, ear, nose and throat, and upon
graduating he secured a special examination on
refraction and diseases of the eye. After
spending some time seeking a location, Dr.
Thomas began practice at Danville Kansas

. ' '
coming from there to Edna in 1906.

He continued his practice at Edna until
191_8, ~hen he enlisted in the Army, serving as a
major in the Army medical corps with one year
in France. After the war was over he came t0
Coffeyville in 1919 and remained there until
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Mi:s. S. B. Saffell

....

)

Dr. C. A. Themas

1939- From there he went to Park Rapids.
Minn-, where he uveo for 14 months. Later
was 8 member of the medical staff the
D pont Powder Company at Pryor, Oki ...

f
u ...,e year and returned to Coffeyville.
or 01•

JLJSt prior to the start of Worl~ = II. he
. . ed the medical staff of the Boeing Airplane
Join p@nY, where he worked until the close of
Corr' 0-r. After that he was a member of the
the ~0-I staff of the Veterans Administration
med'~tal at Wichita until he retired in 1949.
HosP

1

.,,,,,..f:. za
/
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DENTISTS

DR. R. C. VOORHEES

. ~r. R. C. Voorhees was a practicing den-
nst in Edna for many years, coming here at
some time in the middle 1890's. Dr. Voorhees
was the only dentist In Edna in the early years
of the 20th century and the teens. He maintain­
ed an off ice on the second floor of the J. C.
Arnold store on Delaware street until selling his
practice to Adrian T. Hyde in the mid-twenties.

DR. ADRIAN T. HYDE

Dr. A. T. Hyde came to Edna in the
mid-20's, purchasing the dental practice of Dr.
R. C. Voorhees. He was a fine dentist and
enjoyed a very lucrative practice, although
having the misfortune of belonging to The Bank
Vigilante Guards, organized during the many
bank hold-ups of the 20's.

Due to his office location, Dr. Hyde, in the
performance of his guard duties, shot and killed
two men who had robbed, and were leaving, the
bank. This act preyed on his mind to the extent
that he sold his practice to Dr. H. H. Hazlett
very soon after. and removed to LaCygne,
Kansas, practicing there until his retirement
when he went to Asheville, N. C. to make his
home.

DR. H. H. HAZLETT

Hazlett was born at Oswego, Kansas, May
25. 1907, the son of Dr. and Mrs. William A.
f-Jazlett. His father, like himself, was also a
dentist. He graduated from the Edna High
School, attended the University of Kansas in
1926 and 1927 and graduated from the
University of Kansas City School of Dentistry in
1930. After graduation he established a practice
at Scott City, Kansas, but shortly thereafter
can-ie to Edna in 1931.

During World War II, he served in the Army
Medical Corps and the Air Corps from 1943 to19

46_ He was honorably discharged with the
rank of Major.

He was quite active in social and civic af­
fairs. a member of the Southeast District Dental
Soc• I . t' d1Elty of the American Denta Associa 10n anth
~ ~ansas Moler Club. He died of cancer in

Ju11~. 1960.

Serne ot the other doeters and dentists
who have prracticecct in Edna for a short period of
time were Dr. IL. ~- Sander, M. D., Dr. A. 8.
Famsworth, M. D. in about 1914, Dr. H. s.
Farmer, C>.D.M., rass, Dr. .J. Tolen in 1S95, Dr.
Dever, M.D. who moved here horn old Wimer for
retirement and later m0ved to Missouri, Dr. v. L.
Everett, M. O>. in about 1896, !Dr. Sam Jones in
about 1902 and Dr. Vernal Banzett.

VETERINAIRIANS

H. Evans-Lambe was the earliest known
practicing veteriAarrian lollowed by Dr. c. H.
Doyle and Dr. J. J. Hedrnan. Present practicing
veterinarians are E>r. J. P. Denton and Dr.
Robert Dugan. Dugan removed from Castle
Rock, Colorado in order to practice his
profession in Edina.

MA¥@RS

J. H. Hoole -1892-1893
Dr. F. E. Hamilton - 1893-1896
J.E. Blunk -1896-1897
J. H. 1-,!ughes - 1897-1899
Dr. J. H. Woodul - 1899-1901
Vedantus Holten - rno1-1903
D. H. Martin - 1903-1905
Jacob 8 rown - 1905-1907
J. H. Lower-1907-1909
C. E. Page - 1909-1913
W.W. Holland -1913-1917
??? - 1917-1921
T. E. Storm - 1921-1923
C. E. Page - 1923-25 .
Oscar Froman - 1925-1930
Henry F. Rich - 1930-1931
Mark Sims - 1931-1935
Dr. H. H. Hazlett - 1935-1942
Otis Olson - 194:2-~ 943
E. 0 Thompson -1943-1949
Hubert W. Froman -1949-1951
E. R. Olson - 1951-1961
E. M. Packard - ;1961-1964
Virgil Kimrey - 1964-1965
John Swenson - 1965-1967
C. C. Bryson - 1967-1971
John Swenson - 1971-1973
Charles Brown - 1973-1975
Forrest Stine - 1975-
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UNITED STATES POST OFFleE

. The U. S. Govemment established a post
office at a little stopover called Edna, April 4,
1878 with Alexander Pattison as the first f:JOSt­
master. The following people who have been
appointed postmasters at Edna are:

POSTMASTERS

Alexander Pattison
Frank A. Clark
John S. Odell
Frank W. Martin
William H. Pottorff
Frank W. Elliott
Robert A. Watt
Laura Kesler
Thomas L. Lozier

Lorraine S. Davis

Clyde L. Tilton

Charles W. Taylor

DATE OF APPOINTMENT

April 4, 1878
January 30, 1880
November 20, 1886
June 12, 1889
January 25, 1894
December 24, 1897
July 10, 1913
April 7, 1922
September 22, 1934(acting)
November 1, 1934

(assumed charge)
April 25, 1935 (confirmed)
December 31, 1952

(assumed charge)
January 19, 1953 (acting)
April 15, 1953 (assumed
charge)

April 29, 1953 (acting)
October 15, 1953 (assumed
charge)

November 9, 1953 (acting]
August 5, 1954 (confirmed)

Rural Free Delivery was established here on
December 1, 1903. Our rural mail carriers down
through the years have been John Harris, Fred
Grove, Bess Frost, Pixley Thomas, Jess
Spencer, Thomas L. Lozier and George Hewitt.

EARLY HOMES & LODGINGS

The following buildings were moved to
Edna from Kingston at the time of the merger of
the two communities: the Dr. Campbell home
now occupied by Gary May, the Geo. Reasor
home, across the street west of the M. E.
Church, destroyed by fire. The Kate Preston
home now occupied by Cordelia Cornell, was
moved from Chetopa to Kingston in 1879 and
thence to Edna in 1887. The Presbyterian
Church which was built in 1879 in Kingston and
the Baptist Church also erected in Kingston in
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1883 were moved to Edna at the advent of the
railroad in 1887 .

The Saft.ell resleenee was one of the f lrst
frame structures erected in Edna in the Spring
of 1886. Tlile first occupant was a young man by
the name @f McKni!!:}ht who occupied the up­
stairs rooms for two or three weeks.

The Central Hotel, long a dominant feature
0n the northeast comer ot Labette and Main
streets, was always filled niighHy with a good
number of traveling salesmen. Among the early
proprietors of this hotel were ~- J. Lipscomb
and o. W. De Remerr. G. W. Reasor sold the
Central Hotel to W. C. "Cap" Johnson in
October 1895. In August ~ 898, Captain Acridge
purchased the hotel and Peter Spangler became
the manager. Later in April 1901, 'A. H. Call of
Cherryvale purchased the hotel and added sev­
eral rooms and veranda. Frank Phillips also
owned and operated this estabfishment until
sellir,g to J. Moore in 19~9, who in tum seld to
Clarence J. Hodges in 1920.

Mr. Hodges operated the hotel until 1924,
when it was sold to Geon@e Cole ~n 19_24 and
o erated by him until 1928 at w'111oh time he
p . R T McGee Jr. The

sold the premises to . o dees not show that
Register of Deeds at osweg f ilit 0 the

. ted the act 1 y an,
Mr. McGee ever opera th premises were
records next show th~~ a ta: lien sale. E. w.
deeded to E. W. Franks 1 . roperty to Irvin R
Franks sold and deeded t~~s P proviso that th~
Maxson in 1940, witM em:vecl by August 9,
buildings were to be r

1940. uricle [saac and Aunt
In March, 1894, eratin!1l a Board and

Debbie Beam began o~tY. so, therefore, ""
Lodging house in the c only 13lace to stay, 1n
hotel was not always tl1

8
d comfortable lodging

town. The Beams affo(d~eals that everyone en­
and good home cooked
joyed. {tie railroad began c~n-

On August 5, rn81• ol!lse on the north side
struction of a Section rl Delaware street. After
of the tracks, just west o;(mal tor the family of
its completion it was f1

11
ve there. The structure

the section foreman to
. . rosper many fine

no longer exists. fO P 900 chant
·1t 1n 1 , mer

As Edna began t:'v1 .. new home on the
two-story homes were ..i his t in 1901 F. P.e", stree ' 'R. T. McGee cernplet ~/1 . mansion and in
corner of Labette and ~ ~1at,al
Dicus completed his ~

_,,,,-/ -
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David Blair residence

lihe Central Hotel

i;:. p. 0icus residence
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Leander and Amelia Pond residence

Myron Cook residence
Pictured are Tom and Angie Hittle.

Bert and Ber.tie E~an residence

46

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



I

~

o-, I. W. Clark residence

·-~- !".. •' \
.. """- ~ .... ~~ J, ......1..r'J•

Dr. S. J. Dobson residence
W. L. Cenneway residence

G. 'N. Reasor's residence
in Edna ...

I I l

!"4 -~

••Jr:'""""

',1~·
' .
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Dr. R. C. Voorhees residence

J. C. Arnold's residence

1902. merchant J. C. Arnold built his stately
home on north Delaware street. Banker W. L.
Conneway built a fine two-story frame house
south of the railroad tracks on the west side of
Delaware street in 1910. Also Dr. S. J. Dobson
built a large home in 1910 and Dr. I. W. Clark
built a fine residence in the city.

FIRES

One of the most dangerous calamities to
cities is that of fire. Its visitation can engulf and
destroy without regard to life or property and
there have been many such devastating fires
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consumlnq the business houses 0f Edna.
According t0 Jud@e Nelson Case t,here were
"two quite extensive fires in Edna" before 1900

'"one ©n Fe0Jluar,¥ 13, 1889, 0n the west side ot
Delaware street burning out the business
houses ef G. W. F.leasor, W. P Dollar and Josiah
Arnold; the other in December, 1891 on the east
slde ©f Delaw.are street, c0rnsl!lming the
business houses of Frank Mar,tiri, Frank Holten,
L. Powell, Alexander Dunlap and C. M. Rinker."

A fire visited the city for a second time
within a two month period on January 21, 1904,
which consumed the F. W. Newman Implement
House on the east side of Delaware street.
Herman Lon@ dlscoveres the blaze and gave the
alarm, which was taken up and spread
throughout town. It happened at a time when
nearly everyone was at dinner and on this
account some delay was experienced in getting
on the scene.

The top flo0r of the twe-stery building was
filled with implements and irn the lower floor
was a car load of merchandise belonging to R.
T. McGee & Co. that had just been unloaded the
day before. On the east, just across the alley
was a granary in which was stored 1800 bushels
of corn and it was only by insistent labor that
this was saved. Om the north Cole's livery barn
was threatened arnGl the tamp house was pulled
into the street. The big elevator of F. P. Dicus
across the tracks on the south was also
threatened. but a heavy rain had saturated the
pine lumber and it burned slowly. The wind also
was favorable and to this fact was given '.he
credit for saving the bwildings on the east side
of Delaware street. The damage and loss was

estimated at $7,000. . .
The most destru_ctive fire in the ci~y s

history occurred April 12, 1905, which
.,,hole business block on the

consumed one v• ed were
t 'de of De18ware street. DestroY

eas SI ' R· T M Gee, L. D.'Th s· R ket'' owned by . . C
· e ,19 ac 0re, H. C. Harden's Grocery
Walters Drug St ff w M H t's Barber
Store, the Post 0

1
• ice.All ·

8
·.
1

utf~s Harness
Cl k, 80w 1ng ey, 1 co

Shop, ar s u t' W h ,Also tornr,un s are ouse.
Shop and A. H • f b k. the fire wasrpose o an ing
down for the pu d. hicn ho sed Judge. b ii 1ng w 1 11 u .
the Rinker u looked like the entire town
Saffell's ofiice. Jt b nt to work with at our oys we .
was doomed, bLJ bull dog capacity 10 fight the
d · r nd ned Anetermina 10n a st they were quenc ·
flames until at 1~

------✓
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Fire on the west side
of Delaware street
in 1914

McGee fire in 1905

~.;..: -;~ - ......_,

Fire in Arnole's war,ehouse
and W. E. Staige's
residence in 1914

Ael:)~ilding the west side
ohf D~laware street afterI ~ 1 ~14 fire
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estimated $70,000 was an attrlbutea loss.
In 1909, the Welch Brothers Furniture stere

on the east side of Delawa~e street was burned
to the ground and on the night of .Aiugust 19,
1915, the frame buildings in between the two
brick structures of J.C. Arneld and R.H. Mwzz,y
was consumed 0y a fir,e whlch destroyed the
Rich & Baker warehouse, the .Alligood Bakery
and the H. W. Burgess Restaurant. The All­
good and Burgess families lived above their
respective businesses and "the Allgood family
escaped in their night clothes, saving nothing
from their households." $10,000 damage was
estimated, as the Edna chemical engine was
powerless to cope with the flames as they shot
out into the street. A big fire again visited the
city on October 29, 1919, which destroyed the
two-story buildings of W. W. Holland's mer­
cantile store, the former Odd Fellow Lodge
Hall, McGee & Sons wareroom, the Post Offiee
and the roof of the First National Bank. The
Coffeyville and Oswego fire departments were
called immediately for aid. Gswego firemen
were able to reach Edna to help but the
Coffeyville department abandoned its trip as
their fire truck broke down on East Eight street.
The fire burned throughout the day and night
and was finally controlled the next day.
Spontaneous combustion was believed to have
been the cause of the fire in the McGee & Son
warehouse that had been filled with hay. lihe
fire eventually encompassed the whole half
block north to the bank as the blaze could not
be confined to the single building. An estimated
$25,000 damage was done to the building and
contents.

No major fires occurred again until April
21, 1971 when the 100 year old First Baptist
Church, which was being razed for new con­
struction, burned with a practically new educa­
tional building and the Glenn Lillibridge home.

The old church was figured at a $5,000
loss. the education building at a $25,000 loss,
and the Lillibridge home at a $15,000 loss, a
total of $45,000 damage.

Besides fire there were other frontier
disasters that befell the Edna citizens; for
instance, in 1884 there was an outbreak of
diptheria which brought death to four of Bert
Egan's brothers and sisters. Two years later in
1886, a grasshopper plague consumed many
crops in the area. In 1895, Edna saw a rather
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severe storm aceernpanled by heavy rain that
caused oomsiderrable damage to bwildings and
trees. "lfi'l west Edria a residence was moved off
the foundatfen and numerous owtbuildings over­
tunned arid mere or less damaqes."

One 0f t,he more resent tragedies was a gas
explosion which toek the life of Mrs. Melba
Wallace, June H, H:171. Stile died after beinq
critically ll>11rnrned in tt.1e explosion at t,t<ie Faith
Baptist parsonage. Tlhe explosion resulted from
a spank as she turned on an electric light.

FaATERNA:L 0R·6ANIZA:lil0NS AND CLUBS

MASONIC IL(DDGE

The organizatiom ef Edna Lodge No. 34§
A.F. & A.M. dates back to the y,ear 1@91 when a
number of Masonic Brethreri llvinq in and near
Edna signed a petition to the Grand Lodge of
Kansas for a Special Dlspensation authori?in@
them to organize and exemplefy the Degrees of
Ancient Craft Masonry.

They accordinqly orqanized by electing the
following as officers: Henry B. Holland, W.M.;
Charles F. Preston, S. W.; John Froman, J.W.;
John Hughes, Treasurer: William Gilbert, Sec­
retary; David Blair, Seni0rr Deacon; Stilwell H.
Graham, Junior Deacon.

After wo~king under this Sepcial Dispensa­
tion for a number of months, Urey were granted
a Charter which was dated Fet>ruary 18, 1892
and the organization of the Lodge as a
permanent organization was completed on the
16th day of April, 1892 when the above named
officers were regularly installed by Brother John
Dudley, then W.M. of Lana Mark Lodge, No. 18
of Mound valley, Kansas, acting as Deputy
Grand Master of the Grand Lodge of KCahnsas.

, were the · arter
The follow1n~ Brothers r,rY Holland, Charles
members of this Lodge: He J hn Hughes

F ~fl• 0 ,
F. Preston, John rom Blair, Stilwell H.
William H. Gilmert, David e Stinson George(9 'Graham, ~yron Cook, Geo 111omas M. Cooper,
H. Goodwin, Ira W. Clark, S· Dwelly, Junius
Thomas Dillion, Melzar ther, Samuel Penn
Goodwin, John C. Merriwe~
and George W. Reasor. !?er was Wil_liam J.

The first initiated me'11 day of April, 1892
Webb, who was on the 15tr

¥- '. 21!1
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elected to receive the Degr,ees of Ancien1t €raft
Masonry and iniitiated on tine 30th da¥ 0t Ap~il
of that year.

The Hail first used by this Lodge was
destroyed by fire in 1891 whi,fe it was still under
the Special Dispensation, also all the rec0rds
and equipment were destroyed. For a number of
years and until the completion of the tw0-story
brick building on the west side of Delaware
street meetings were held in the two-story Iron
clad building which stood on the east side of
Delaware street and was destroyed by fire in
1905.

The present Masonic Hall and Building was
begun in 1901 after the Lodge purchased a 50
foot lot from J. C. Arnold, where Cafer's Black­
smith shop stood and was completed in 1902 at
a cost of $3,284.10. In 1973 the Lodge started a
new building across the street east on Delaware
which is still under construction.

THE EASTERN STAR

The Cunningham Chapter of The Eastern
Star was established May 16, 1901. The Charter
members were Mrs. Bertha McCain, Mrs. Lyda
E. Higginson, Mrs. Lucillia Blair, Miss Bertha
Reasor, Mrs. Lulu Ridgeway, Mrs. Anna
Burgess. Miss May Cunningham, Mrs. Clara
Clark, Mrs. Mary Hamilton, Mrs. Ida Martin,
Mrs. Mildred Cunningham, Mrs. Kate Preston,
Mrs. Sara Dobson, Miss Bertha Blair, Mrs. R. T.
McGee and Mrs. L. S. Sheddy. From its
organization this Lodge has always flourished.

ROYAL NEIGHBORS OF AMERICA

The history of the Royal Neighbors of
America, the largest fraternal I ife insurance
society administered by women, is a story of 79
years of progress. The society, which provides
fraternal life insurance for men, women and
children insured under 476,725 certificates, is
headquartered in Rock Island, Ill.

Cooper Camp No. 1473 in Edna, Kansas
was instituted March 31, 1899 by Deputy
Supreme Oracle Cora Cooper and was granted a
Charter at that time. In her presence she
obligated 14 beneficial members and 15 so~ial
members. Election of officers for the ensuing
year was held and Katherine Holten was elected
as the first Oracle and Mary (May) Bowman was
elected as recorder.

On March 21, 1918, a Char,ter was granted
to the Society of Royal Neigt.ibors of America,
givin@ auth0rizati©ri to insure the lives of
clilildrem, arnd om September 23, 1927, a Charter
was issued t© Cooper Camp No. 1473 with 29
members. AngJie Hittle Gorton was the first ju­
venile dirrect0rr arid keona Mae Cary was the last
director wlneri regular rmeetinQJs were discon­
tinued Novem0er 27, Hl5i3.

THE 01;)[) FELLOWS

The Independent Order of Odd Fellow No.
~68 was Chartered at Edna on March 4, 1890.
The Origimal Ct.iarter members were: Evelyn 8.
Baldwin, A. C. Loper, I. N. Cessna, T. B. Green,
Frank Ireland, W. W. Cook, Ira Clark. Members
initiated were: V. Holten, J. E. Blunk, T. G.
Harris, R. H. Muzzy, J. M. Martin,. F. $.
Wimmer, H. P. Wheeler, C. M. Rinker, F. 0.
Potter, B. C. Neal, J. I. Wimmer, F. M. Pottorf,
J. C. Harris, L. C. Powell, W. H. Pottorf, S. N.
Hoag, Alex Dunlap and James A. Long.

The first officers were elected on April 30,
1890. H. H. Graw, NJ.G.; R. H. Muzzy, R.S.;
James A. Long, V.G.; and Alexander Dunlap,
Treasurer.

THE REBEKAH'S

The Rebekah Assembly of the Independent
Order of Odd Fellows No. 155 at Edna was
Chartered on October 14, 11il91 and still
:::ontinues up to this elate.

The original Charter members were as
follows:

Sisters; M.A. Wheeler, E. A. Holten, Anna
Holten, L. B. Koger, A. E. Muzzy, Pauline
Blunk. .

Brothers; R. H. Muzzy, T. C. Tifton, W. A.
Holten, J. F. Holten, J. 0. Marks, J. E. Blunk
and S. J. Wheeler.

GRAND ARMY OF THE REPUBLIC

Knoxville Post, No. 458, was organized in
the Hawkins School one mile south of
Kingston, May 18, 1883 and numbered 167
members. Col. E. B. Baldwin was lhe first
commander. Its Charter members embraced
most of the old soldiers in the southwestern
portion of the county, and they were among the
most substantial and prominent citizens. After
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Edna was started, the post was removee t® that
town, and a reorganization was eHective. A new
Charter, No. 4§8, was issued, dated February 9,
1899. The building in whlch the post he'I@ its
meetings was burned in February, 1890 and
many post commander's names have not been
secured, but among the incumbents of that
office have been Col. E. 8. BaldwiA, s. w.
McMahan, J. M. Edmundson, W . .!I. Raymond
and Thomas Stone.

WORKMEN OF THE WORLD

The W.O.W. was instituted here October
27. 1909. In 1910 they held a membership of 54
and the following officers were: W. A. Stewart.
Past Council Commander: R. E. Writsman.
Council Commander: E. E. Stewart. Advisory
Lieutenant: E. A. Trent. Banker: J. H.
Goodwin. Clerk: J. J. Froman, Escort: L. H.
Waltz. Watchman: F. E. Hamilton, Physician:
H. W. Barker. R. A. Watt and U. B. Woolard.
Managers.

....

tAODERN WOODMEN OF AMERICA

The Modern Woodmen of America Camp
No. 1636 was chartered in May, 1892 but the
pen 10n was received in the Modern Woodmen
Head Office. then in Fulton. Ill .. April 8. 1892.
Over the years the membership of Camp No.
1636 changed. many grew while others declined
due to changing life styles and patterns of
pooutauon growth. In July, 1973. the Camp at
Edna was consolidated with Camp No. 665 at
Coffeyville. Kansas.

The Original Charter members were: J. S.
Wimmer. D. G. Elliott. M. N. Baldwin. P. W.
VJard. C. F. Preston. J. Cunningham, J. S.
Hiteman. B. S. Baldwin. Charles H. Neville.
Otto J. Storm. Frank McBride. E.W. Shufelt. J.
0. Lombard. Ira W. Clark. J. A. Drake. J. H.
Reasor. C. C. Arnold, F. E. Hamilton. P. L.
Batman. J. D. Goldy and H. T. Quinton.

THE KNIGHTS AND LADIES OF SECURITY

The Knights and Ladies of Security No. 956
was organized with 31 Charter members by
District Deputy. J. F. Flowers and Wife.
Tuesday evening October 28. 1901. The follow­
ing officers were elected: Warner C. Johnson .
President: Mrs. Clara Clark, 1st Vice President·

'

George Sehmidt, 2Ad V:ice President; Mrs.
Fanny Griffth, Prelate; Miss Mary Nichols, Con­
cucter: J. V/V. Goodwin, Car. & Fin. Secretary;
Mrs. Florenee Geodwin , Treasurer; Thos.
GriHtrn, Guard; James I Hawes, Sentirnel; Mrs.
Mecca PomGI, Or@anist and Robert H. Welch, Dr.
J. H . .!Johnsen amEI Peter Spanqlar , Trustees.

KNIGHTS OF PYTHIAS

The Knights of Pythias Lodge was organiz­
ed in Edna March 31, 1892.

THE HOMEBUILDERS UNION

The Homebuilders Union, a fraternal order,
was orqanized as a Lodge in Edna, March 3,
1901.

LIONS CLUB

The Edna Lions Club was originally charter­
ed October 16, 194€3 at the Edna Community
building. The original charter members were as
follows: Roscoe C. Baker, Raymond W.
Bollman, Clyde T. Cunningham, Irvin F. Fahler,
Carl E. Gilpin, Rolland W. Hoppock, Clarence
E. Kallenberqer. Walter McNeal, Carvel W.
Maxson, Evelyn R. Olson, Harold W. Russell,
W. Verl Stir,ie, Myrl Shepherd, Forrest R. Turner,
Fred Tilton, Hugh B. Woolard, James E. Beech,
Gilbert C. Cole. C. Henry Dunn, Hubert W.
Froman. Walter S. Harden, Lester Hittle, Wal­
lace M. Long, Williard A. Maxson, Otis 0.
Olson. Claude Potter, Raymond 0. Rutter,
Arthur L. Stine, Vernie L. Sedoris, Ellis 0.
Thompson and Evelyn Wilmoth.

The officers were Wallace M. Long, Presi­
dent: Rolland Hoppock, t st Vice President;
James E. Beech. 2n.d \lice President; Vernie L.
Sedoris. 3rd Vic~ President; Clyde T. Cunning­
ham. Secretary Treasurer. Clarence ;· dKa~~n­
berger. Tail Twister; and Myrl s11ePt ecr 'C

10
1
n

G·itJer . o e.
Tamer. The Directors were: 1 er and Fred
Williard A. Maxson, Roscoe C. se.l<
Tilton. 10tion Officer

The Guest Speaker and Presef e, who pre­
was District Governor E. C. McciJf1 M. Long.
sented the Charter to Wallav0

president of the new club. d and 4th
The Lions meet every ir10(Y year they

Wednesday of each month and e"i Christmas
have an annual Easter Egg Hunt ~
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The Knight .sand L d'a res of security

The Odd Fe/lows Lodge #368
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The Cunningham Chapter of the Eastern Star

The Royal Neighbors Drill Team
54
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Grand Army of the Republic, in frent of the First National Bank

The Woodman's Crill Team
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Presentation of Lions Club Charter

Girl Scout Troop No. 1, 1952
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P~rt1'. for the kids. They have won the
17

KE
Di
st
rict Governors Contest four out of the eight

Years the contest has been hel<:J.

LEIB 4-H CLUB

The Leib 4-H Club was organized in the fall
of 1936. Charter No. 1049. through the
combined efforts of Miss Olga Larsen, Home
Demonstration Agent. Mr. and Mrs. Fred
Blevins and Mr. and Mrs. Ed Stone. The Blevins
and Stones were eager for their children to
become 4-H members. There were 1 O charter
members and they met in the Leib School house
which was located one mile north and two miles
west of Edna. The club was named for the
school. Mrs. Fred Blevins and Mr. Stone were
chosen as the first community leaders. Later
Mrs. Willard Maxson served as community lead­
er for 11 years and Mr. Fred Blevins served for
17 years.

As the rural schools ceased to be, the Leib
school building was moved to Edna where it
continues to serve as a community center not
only for the Leib 4-H Club but also for the other
groups that wish to use it. It is maintained by
the city of Edna.

EDNA ROUNDUP CLUB

The Roundup Club was organized June 8,
1951 at the Edna Community building where
they met for a short time. Club officers were
elected with Paul Thomas. President; Ray
Manley. Vice President: Dorothy Foister, Sec.
and Ted Lotz, Treasurer. There were
approximately 50 charter members. The
principal organizers were Paul Thomas and Jess
Foister.

Jack Goodwin donated the land two miles
south of Edna for the club to build their arena.
Later the club purchased ten acres of land
across the road and built the present arena and
club house.

Today the club is approximately 175
members strong. Among the life-time members
are Buford and Irene Long. Each year the club
participates in the Pawhuska Cavalcade.

EDNA CIVIC ORGANIZATION

The ECO's were organized February 19,
1962 at Tony's Cafe in Coffeyville, Kansas at the

suggestion of Collen Moore. The following offi­
cers were elected: Mrs. Arlrne Stine
Presidear Mrs. Darlene Morley, Vice President:'
Mrs. Dorese Packard. Secretary; Mrs. Barbara
Taylor, Treasurer; and Mrs. Georgia Stewart, re­
porter.

The purpose of the organization is to work
for the betterment of Edna and commwnity.
Each year they help sponsor !Me school Hal­
loween Parade.

THE GIHL SCOUTS

To help train girls in the many things in
which they were already interestee and to help
make girls self-reliant and useful, the Girl Scout
Troops were organized in Esna. .

The first Girl Scout Troop was organized as
Sunflower Troop No. 1 and was registered with
the Girl Scout National Head(}Juarters on Octob­
er 1. 1931. Leona Mae McKee was one of the
origiinal troop. Adult assistingi was Miss LaRue
Greenup. The troop disbanded when Miss
Greenup moved from Edna and no adult wanted
to Melp supervise the Scouts

Sometime during the early 1940's the
Scouts were again activated. Adult leaders were
Jean Kallenberger, Mrs. Wallace Long and Mrs.
E. M. Packard. Sorne of tine Scouts were:
Marlene Stine, Jo Ann Long, Martha Hayes and
Nadine McElroy. In 1955 the Girl Scouts were
registered as Intermediate Troop #78 and the
Brownies were Troop #48. The Intermediate
Scouts were: Linda GooCiJwin, Carolyn Cooper,
Marqaret Jean Cary, Mary Jean Stanberry,
Donna Kimrey, Sue Rhodes and Connie Manley,
Janice Stine, Mary Shufelt, Marla Kirland and
Sammy Jo Stanberry. Their leaders were Mrs.
Bea Wester and Mrs. Joe Rhodes.

The Brownies were: Marlene Koontz.
Sandra Rhodes, Penny, Goodwln, Kay Stine.
Judy Brown, Ann Carrico, Kathy Bryson, Le
Ann Asbury, Linda Shufelt, Cheryl Olson, Bar­
bara Shufelt, Naomi Storm, Kay Shufelt and
Joyce KiITTreY• T~ei: le~ders were Mrs. Kerth
Storm and rv1rs. V1rg1I Kimrey.

The scouts were interested in many
activities, the¥ were shown slides. went on
tours had ccJrnp outs, hikes and field tripsI

around Edna.
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THE BOY SCOUTS

Little is known of the earlv Boy Scout
troops but several were organized prior to rn30.

The citizens of Edna with the hetp of Mr.
Floyd Gerdes as Scout Master and Mr. E. O.
Thompson as assistant Scout Master,
reorganized the Scout troop in early October,
1930. Troop No. 3 at the start began with 15
boys. They were: Woodrow Burnett, Merle
Tilton, Robert Shufelt, Hugh Woolard, Dale
Thompson, Dale Biggs, Larry Denny, T. E. Wes•
ter, Robert Preston, Donald Waugh, Clifford
Long, Joe Conley, Meredith Bennett, Joe Den­
ny and James Vining. The troop committee
was composed of three members, George
Vining, C. E. Kallenberger, and Harold Palmer.

Later on into the 1950's George Hewitt
became Scout Master with a group of fine
young lads.

Other organizations that were in Edna at
one ti me or another were The Patriarchs of
America No. 38, The Order of Select Friends
No. 72, The Ancient Order of United Workmen
No. 356, The Son of Veterans (Confederate), The
Anti-Horse Thief Association, The Tuesday
Study Club, and the Edna Recreation Associa­
tion.

PUBLIC & CIVIL SERVICES

GAS

The first gas well drilled near Edna was on
the E. C. Triplett farm five miles southeast of
town. however, the first gas in Edna came from
the Gossard Field southwest of Oswego in
1904. A gas franchise was given to K. W.
Ingham by the city on January 15, 1904 but ap­
parently fell through. The Gossard field was a
shallow field and was piped into Edna on a flat
rate basis, each stove burned was charged at
the rate of 25 cents per month and one could
use all they wanted. Later the premium was
advanced to 50 cents per month and there was
no charge for lights. For many years the city
was lighted by the gas from this field. In about
191 O the Gas Service Company purchased the
gas interests here and in 1916 Nice and Leo
McKee took care of the system, reading the
meters and repairs. In 1920, the Gas Service
Company installed the Dougherty 3-part rate,
using demand regulators to meter the amount.
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Th!s was continued until 1925 w,lilen w. E.
WiaGke~le purchased the plant and on November
14, 1927, the city passed an ordinance to grant
Wacl<erle and his heirs or suceessors, tor a
pertod 0f 20 years, tfrle riigt.lt to acquira, con­
stnret arrs operate natural §as wor.ks and to sel I
the city, of Esna natural gas. On August 9, 1944,
the Tri-City Gas Cempany took over the gas
franchise for tlile city. It will be rememsereo that
Herman LOlil§ drillem many of the area gas wells
around Edna.

~LECTRICITY

On September 10, 1925, the city grranted a
franchise to the Kansas, Gas, and Electric
Power Company to dtstrlbute arid sell electric
energy to the city, of Edna and on the 17th day
of August, 1925 and eleetion was duly callee
arid held for that purpose. A majority of the
qualified electors of the eity of Edna voted in
favor of a $5,000 bond for the purpose 0f eon­
structi ng electric lighting for the city. WaUace
Long and Evertt Smith unloaded the first
electric poles to be set in town from the lighting
system. In May of 1967, mercury vapor lights

re installed to replace the old lights. The firstwe ,
I t · I lighting system used IA town wase ec nca G . . h'

. t II d bY earl E, llpin using IS own
ins a e . h "' 9 ·11 . t h'. iant 1n aL210ut 161 to I urmna e 1sgenerating J:il

building.

.. >

~ (iiing first electric poles
uri1°~9llace Long and Everett Smith

Pictured 9re

~-.

rl0E DEPARTMENT

fire department consisted of a
The e@(IY et brigade, every able bodied man

I t i-,t.Jci< f jQht the blaze. More often thanvo uri eer v . .
. t tO (l(lled in a pile of hot ashes.

turning ou ie e0,sastrous fire that burned the
not the bl@ e

After t11

(
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east side of Delaware Avenue from the McGee
Brick building north, to the buiilding eccupled
by the J. 0. Marks Furniture Company, tlmere
was purchased by the city a two-wheeled fire
cart to be pulled by hand to the scens This
machine was equiped with 2 horizontal copper
pressure cylinders with a top loading gate into
which was poured 30 gallons of water, then a
bag of soda was put in and a head container oi
acid was placed in a rack and slipped in the
gate, there was a hose coil holding about 150
feet of 3/4 inch pressure hose with nozzle. ln
the event of a fire, a latch was released on one
cylinder and the cylinder was turned over, thus
causing the acid to spill into the ecca water,
creating a pressure which forced the water out
of the hose. Each cylinder could be operated
independently or used together.

A fire broke out in the J. Harlan Redman
home just across from the J. H. Waggoner
Livery Barn, which was where the city builaling
now stands. The barn was full of hay in the loft
and sticking out of the doors and windows. The
wind was very strong from the south, in fact,
burning shingles from the Redman home blew
clear to the north edge of town. The Redman
home and butcher shop close by burned, but
the livery stable was saved, by this chemical
engine in 1908. Later the Welch Furniture Store,
located where the Manley FIiiing Station now
stands, caught fire in the spring of 1909, at 1 O
o'clock A.M. School was dismissed In order to
have more help and a number of the older stu­
dents, led by Professor Oral Miller, took the
wagon to this fire. It was a failure to throw
water to the eaves of the two-story building.
The last time the fire wagon was known to be
used was in the fire of 1919.

On August 22, 1927, Mayor Oscar Froman
asked that an ordinance be passed to provide
for a Volunteer Fire Department. The mayor
appointed the Chief and the Chief appointed his
assistant.

A high 4 legged steel tower was built to
carry a large hand-operated fire bell, which was
s_ou

nd
eq by the first person to get there after a

fire was discovered. This tower stood over the
large City well in the center of Main street north
of Arna1d's store. There was also a large Band
S
t
a
nd

bl.Jilt just east of the tower.
Th~Y were both removed in the 1930's sincethey hi:l.Cj

servec their purpose.

Fire Bell and City Well

The governing body of the city of Edna on
July 14, 1939 declar:ed an emergency need for
the protection of the city to purchase fire equip­
ment. The 8ity voted a $2,100 eonc to be paid in
1 O years, paying $210 a year at an Interest rate
of 3 percent. M0re fire equipment was
purchased by the city December 4. 1952 and
bonds were voted for more fire equipment and a
new building for a total of $60,000. This
Department is still being maintained and
improved.

T~LEPHONE

In March, 1902, "The Citizens Home Ex­
change" was organized and started by two men
from Chetopa, George Spangle and R. B. White.
A 30 phone franchise was given to them in
April, 1903. At about the same time the "Lab_ette
County Telephone Company" was organized
and put into operation.

"The Edna Mutual Telephone Company"
was charteGI January 20, 1906. The original offi­
cers and board of directors are believed to _be
Oscar Froman, president, J. H. Holten,_ vice
president, J. H. Lewis, secretary, T. C. Tilton,
treasUJrer, J. S. Hileman, H. Evans-Lombe. T. H.
Bowman, and W. L. Conneway, directors.

In 191 O "The Edna Mutual Telephone com­
" had 26 miles of line and 361 phonespany 59

,...._ :;:as_ ,.,
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Edna Telephone Exchange
Pictured are Effie McElroy and Jessie Hamilton

which extended to Chetopa on the east, Alta­
mono and Mound Valley on the north and
Colteyvule to the west. At that time there were
three operators. Miss Sadie Holten. Miss Effie
cElroy and Miss Jessie Hamilton. The tele­

phone motto was "prom pt service and
courteous treatment." By May 20. 1916, 2040
connections had been made.

The ..Mutual .. charter expired on April 1,
1930 and vas renewed under the name of "The
Edna Telephone Company.·· In 1938. Hubert and
Alice Froman purchased the capital stock of the
company. Some 30 years later the F roman's
sold their stock interest to Craw-Kan Coopera­
tive of Girard. Kansas in the same purchasing
manner.

,,

WATER

The main source of water supply for Edna
came from the city well which stood in the
center of Main Street between the First State
Bank and the Arnold building. This well suppli­
ed the city with drinking water and fire emer­
gency until 1955 when the city started GJrawing

60

upon a reservoir and water system piping water
to each individual home. In 1971 this well was
filled as it no longer served any useful purpose.

On November 23, 1954, the city council let
bids for a new city water works system. A large
earth dam was constructed about 2½ miles
southwest of town which now embodies about
12 acres of water. At the lake site is a water
treatment plant and a small park located in a
wooded area behind the dam. Also a large water
tower was set up in town, as is customary, en­
abling the City to .rnalntain a steady line
pressure and a reservoir for the citizens water
supply. The council adopted a resolution in
1959 naming the lake "Olson Lake," for E. R.
Olson, mayor, who started the ball rolling for a
.
1

t rce and reserve. A new watercI y wa er sou
k

. erit system was approved by the
wor s ,mprovem
city council in 1963·

sEWERAGE

3o, 1968, the city council let
On October .,.verage system. Before these

bids to b1:Jild a s;ere laid the only means of
sewerage lines 1e were individual septic tank
getting rid of W'3s

/.. ( i{ *"
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systems or open outdoor pdvies. A sludge pond
Was built west of town for waste treatment pur­
poses. Construction of this sy,stem was rather
difficult and took a good deal of time to
complete as the contractors had to dig through
many hard layers of solid rock.

SIDEWALKS

The first sidev,alks In Edna were of course
boardwalks which :,ere absolutely necessary to
stay up out of the mud streets. however, the
city purchased a rock crusher in 1902 to rock
the streets. A big problem the merchants had
with these boardwalks .vas that the roughnecks
always liked to come into town and tear them
down by riding horses up and down the board­
walks.

A city ordinance In April. 1895 provided di­
mensions for srde.,.,alks in the downtown area of
Delaware and Mains reets. Also in 1902 the city
council quarrted large slabs of sandstone. 4
inches thick from the Quinton Farm and
transported them to Edna for crosswalks at
street intersections. These sandstone cross­
valks are st ill used today. M. H. Marks was
prrmanly responsible for the concrete walks
placed in the North Edna Cemetery as he owned
and operated a rock crusher. By 1910, the city
had brick or concrete sidewalks all over the
corporate limits of the town. Marks also owned
and operated a concrete block and tile factory
just north of the M.E church.

CEMETERIES

The West Edna Cemetery is located one
mile west of Edna on the southeast corner of
Section 24 of Howard Township. There one acre
of land was donated by J_onathan A. :~arson.
The earliest known burial is that of w,11,am C.
Bickham, who died September 7, 1874. .

The North Edna cemetery, one-half mrle
as started rn 1892 when Mary

nor
th

of town, w Edna Cemetery Associa-
A. Lerch deeded to the ner of the southeast
lion the nort~eaSt c~ownship 34, Range 19.
quarter of Section 19• 7 Frank McBride deeded

· · 193
In 1912 and again rn ssociation land ajoining
to the Edna Cemetery '\poses of burial.
the cemetery for the pu

PUBLIC LIBRARY

The Edna Public Library was started am
sponsored by the Edna Tuesday Study Clut
June 1. 1950 anQJ was located in the Edn,
Community building. Since its inception i,
1950, the library has steadily grown from a trunl
of 5Cl rental books to a modern library with eve
5.000 book selections. In 1968. city barber. C
L. Johnson, vacated and donated to the city hrs
building on the east side of Delaware street ro
a library, as he moved across the street west
Through rmariy c0ntributions and volunteer ef­
forts the bw1ildlr,ig was remodeled and the librar:,
moved there in January. 1969 and in October
1969. the library was expanded 14 feet farther.
Recently, in April 1974. the crty voted anc
approved a $9.000 bond to build a new library
on the present locati0n and the library removeo
termporarily to the Edna City Park building.

The library is a member of the Southeasi
Kansas Regional Library System which makes
funds available for new books. Also a rotating
system makes five boxes of new books available
each month which are reference. children·s.
adult; fiction and non-fiction. Sponsored by the
library is a story-hour each week for tots, not
yet able to read. Amon~ tlilose who have served
as librarians are Sylvia Beaty. Mrs. Gordon
Goodwin and lmmogene Stine.

THE FIRSli NEWSPAPERS

The city of Edna thrived and prospered
from the starting of the town in June, 1876,
until December 8, 1886, without the benefit of a
local newspaper. The first newspaper appeared
in Edna as the "Edna Enterprise." Vol. 1, No. 1,
with J. J. Fields as Editor and Harry Mills as
Publisher. It was a small 6 column folio, or two
page spread. Publication continued for five or
six weeks, or until January 9. 1887, when the
paper ana goodwill were sold to C. M. Brown.
who was publishing a paper in Mound Valley
under the name of "The News." Mr. Brown
moved the "News" off ioe from Mound Valley to
Edna, combining the two papers under the
name "The Edna Era." This publication was
continued for about three months. at which
time it ceased to print and again Edna was with­
out a news sheet for a time.

On April 15, 1887. Mr. J. D. McKeehen. a~
owner and editor, brought out the No. 1. issue

s·
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of the second "Edna Enterprise," havirn@ pur­
chased the equipment of the Edna Era office.
Mr. McKeehen continued the publication of
"The Edna Enterprise" Uliltil tlile 2nGl of
September, 1887, when it closed.

On October 28, 1887, Mr. John Iruby and
Mr. W. A. Peffer, Jr., started the publication of
"The Edna Star," which appeared under their
management until the latter part of June, 188!3,
when Mr. J. H. Morse became the editor and
continued the publication until the close of
June of that year. The town was again without a
newspaper until December 14, 1889, when Mr.
J. W. leiver and Mr. A. L. Veach commenced
publication of "The Edna Independent." In June
of 1890, Mr. leiver sold his interest to Mr.
Veach, who continued the publication until the
last issue appeared on October 21, 1893. At that
time Mr. Veach sold the title of the paper, vlz.:
"The Independent," to parties who wanted to
commence publication of a paper in Parsons,
and who wanted to be able to have it appear as
a paper that had been in publication at least one
year in the county, in order to enable them to
secure the county printing contract.

After the sale of the title of his paper, as
stated, Mr. Veach continued its publication
under the name of "The Edna News," the first
issue of which appeared on October 28, 1893,
and the last issue on September 8, 1894. Mr.
Veach then moved his plant to Arkansas.

It was in 1894, November 24th, that Mr. W.
E. Staige started publication of "The Edna
Sun." No record could be found as to whether
Mr. Staige had purchased the goodwill of "The
Edna News" at the time the office was moved to
Arkansas by Mr. Veach; we can only assume
that Mr. Veach had left the newspaper field wide
open and had gone. Mr. Staige continued the
publication of "The Edna Sun" for thirty years,
and became one of Edna's more prominent citi­
zens and a booster of all civic organizations,
until selling the paper and goodwill to the
George interests of Altamont in April 1924, after
which he remained active in the operation of the
paper until his retirement and death in 1940.
Myron V. George assumed the publishing and
editorship of the paper at the time of the pur­
chase from Mr. Staige, continuing until mis
election as Congressman, at which time his
wife, Mrs. Hazel George, took over the manage­
ment chores and continued until the family
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moved to Cfuarnwte tn the fall 0t 1941, at whtch
time the brother, "Skeet" 6e0r-ge t00k ever the
management, aml continued the publication UR­
ti,I its sale t0 trne presenr owner, Mr. Charles R.
Crowell.

1lhe Edna Sun Office

W. E. Staige

Them was a third "Edna Enterprise" pub­
lished in town, the first issue appearing on Sep­
tember 23, 1899, and continued under the
management of Dr. J. H. Johnson until January
1, 1900, when "The Edna Enterprise" passed to
the ednorial management of Mr. J. L. Griffitts,
who moved the newspaper office to his offices
on East Main street, just east of the Redman
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Bakery Mr. Griffits published the paper for one
year and on January 1, 1901, Mr. William A.
Blair and Mr. George Reasor became the owners
of the paper under the firm name of Reasor &
Blair. The publication of "The Edna Enterprise"
continued until some time in 1905 when it was
finally discontinued. No record was found of
the date of the last issue of the Enterprise.

OLD HEADLINERS

BYSTANDER KILLED

Trouble started the Saturday evening of
June 16, 1905, as Marshall Caler arrested a
drunk for making a nuisance of himself. This
man refused to go along and Caler used force in
making the arrest. Friends of the prisoner did
not propose to see him arrested and proceeded
to take him away from the marshal.

Marshal Caler, with the assistance of
Deputy Marshal Potts, made hot pursuit of the
escapees and a gun fight ensued. A bystander,
Stephen Meade, emerged from J. S. Hileman's
Real Estate Office, where he was making a land
deal, to see what the commotion was about.
Suddenly, a stray bullet from Deputy Marshal
Potts gun accidently struck Meade, killing him
there on the sidewalk.

"RED CLOUD" SLAIN

"Red Cloud" Scruggs, a half Cherokee In­
dian bandit of the Big Creek vicinity, about ten
miles south of Edna, was shot to death in a gun
battle with Coffeyville police officers on the
main highway, a half-mile sou-th of Howden,
Oklahoma, shortly after midnight June 2, 1923.
He had resided in Edna for several years. The
following is in part an account of the incident
from the Coffeyville Journal on June 2, 1923.

The conflict between the officers and
the three bandits, followed a report to the
local police department from E. C. Lawson,
son of E. B. Lawson of Nowata, president
of the Coffeyville Ice Company, who told
the police he had been held up on the
highway a quarter mile north and an equal
distance west of Lenapah about 10 O'clock
last night, after giving a description of the
three hi-jackers and their car, expressed the
belief that the men were headed for Coffey-

ville.

Assistant ([;hiief ILee ans Pa~~0lrnan
Moore, riding i,fil Uie Police Jewett, arnd
Chief tvicCrab@, Patrolman ~eE"r, Mansmal
Harrison Shaw, Jl!Jlil:ls Pay,me, oper.aitiwe f,@r
the A.A.T.A, and A.P. fields, a depwty
sheriff, riding in- the police P@~d, started
south, the Ford leading 0;y serne dlistance.
When about half-way to the fimal scene of
the shooting, the F0rd met a Fo~d coupe,
answering roughly to tl'ile descriptien 0f the
bandit car. Mccrabb turned his car around,
and, taking the officers in the Jewett when
they met, overtook the coupe and discover­
ed they had been victims of the banclits.
Some time was lost in this process.

Turning south again, the two cars
came upon the bandit car, the police Ford
being halted about twenty paces, it was es­
timated, from the fatal roadster. Moore
leaving the Jewett car, approached with in
three or four yards of the bandit car, when
Scruggs, dressed in a khaki suit and
masked, stepped around the car on the east
side asked of the officers politely, "Do you
fellows want to pass here?" Moore's an­
swer was to step back out of the rays of the
headlight, at the same time firing at the
roadster, breaking out a portion of the
windshield. One of the two men still behind
the car when Scruggs stepped to the side
was observed to don a mask and later ap­
peared holding his gun, a Colt automatic, at
his side.

At this juncture, following immediately
the firing by Patrolman Moore, Chief Mc­
Crabb and other officers opened fire on the
bandits, Mccrabb, using an automatic
shotgun loaded with "goose" shot, fifty in
the load, fired at Scruggs, fourteen of the
shot hitting Scruggs and most of the re­
mainder of the load hitting the right car
door, which was swung open at the time.
Scruggs, however, managed to go about
twenty feet when he fell face downward
into a ditch beside the road. The confed­
erate by this time emptied his automatic
and was unable 10 return any more shots.
The other bandit was armed with a high
powered rifle and fired either two or three
times, while Scruggs armed with a .38 re­
volver, was able to shoot only once betore
he was made helpless, only one chamber in
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his revolver being empty. Jilile bandit w,itlil
the automatic put up his weapon and started
north, while the other ran towarn the south­
east. Mccrabb says he shot twice at the
latter, causing him to fall, but the bandit
soon regained his feet and turned in a
northerly direction, doubtless picking up
the company of the other bandit later. The
man running toward the north also was
struck by some of the bullets from the
other officers and fell also, regaining his
feet iii a moment.

Due to darkness, the officers were
forced to abandon the chase after the flee­
ing men and returned to Coffeyville with
the body of Scruggs and the bandit car.
The body was first taken to the police sta­
tion, where the clothing was searched and
$2.87 found. Julius Payne, with the posse
of officers, was the first to identify the
body as that of Scruggs, having been per­
sonally acquainted with the bandit.

2
L
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BANK ROBBERIES

On March 10, 1910, The Citizens State Bank
was robbed of $3,200. The unidentified bandits
apparently made good their getaway on a rai I­
road hand car which was found several miles
from town. This was the only time The Citizens
State Bank was held up.

"The First National Bank was robbed of
about $1,700 the morning of July 24, 1930, by
George and Park Magness, Alvin Payton and
John Nichols who unidentified made good their
escape." Rolland Hoppock and Clyde Cunning­
ham made pursuit for a short distance under a
cloud of dust but returned unsuccessfully. A
clue to their identity later led to their capture
four days later near Borger, Texas.

During the noon hour of March 23, 1931,
two unidentified bandits were shot ano killed as
they had fled from The First National Bank to
make their escape in a motor car after robbing
the bank of $1,397. One robber had reached
their car when he was killed by Dr. Adrian T.
Hyde, a dentist, who opened fire from his
off ices in the second story of the Arnold
building across the street from the bank. The
other bandit was slain by the dentist as he ran
to get into the roadster. This holdup man was
only a youth of about 18.
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The robber who succeeded Ira clambering
into the 1930 rnosel Ford rroadster from which
the liceAse plates had been rernevec made two
shots f1mllil a revolver in answerring two charges
0f No. 4 shet from a pump gun in the hands of
Dr. H¥de. The bunets went wild and from his
office door, the dentlst fired agair1. 'Ji,he bandit
tumbled part!¥ out of the ear deaa. Atterw3rds
the dead bandits were canriad to the Weleh Fu­
neral Parlor; there awaited the Coroner and
further investiqation as to their, identity.

POPl!JLATION CENSUS

One is iriclir,iec;j to believe t,he yearly Labette
county census tor Edna as being tnaceurate and
unreliable <1il!Je to the lneenststancy of count.
Some census reports do not include children
under the age of 21 years while others may
include them. Another dlserepency that may
well be taken into account is this author's
ability to accurately count the exact number of
individuals on these reports, as the total sum of
inhabitants had not been written down on the
reports. Also there are n0 court house records
for Edna prior to 1915. It is therefore concluded
that the county census is invalid and will not be
used here to relate the number of people that
have llved in Edma at one time or another. The
u. S. ceASUS, however, will be used which
shows a complete count of ever¥ man, woman
and child, for every ten years, from 1900 to
1970. AAy t¥pe of pepulatlon given prior to 1900
is wholly speculative, taken from several re­
search books. The U. S. census will not in­
clude the population fig1:.1res for 1890 as Edna
was not lneorperateo as a city of the Third
Class until 1892.

The Andr,eas History @f Kansas in 1883
listed Edna with a population of 50, with a post
off ioe, a blacksmith shop and a general store. In
1891, The Ramf McNally Atlas listed Edna as
havifilg a population of 210, however, we do
know that Edna had to have .at least a 30.0
population or better In 1892 in order to become
a Third Class City,.

The EdAa Enterprise, December 28, 1900,
wrote in its opening statement that "Edna is a
town of between 800 and 1,000 inhabitants..."
Ten ¥ears later on March 24, 1910, The Edna
Sun stated "Today, with a population of near!~
one thousand, Edna is one of the great grain,
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There is no clear and e@mvimeim@ evidence
that there were ever 80© to 1,000 inhabitants in
this city. These figures are believe sxceedlnqly
exaggerated by the press to li'lelfi> promote tMe
city. If one looks at the UJ. S. census for moo i,t
will show a population of 374 and in 1910, 4tm,
far below 800 or 1,000 people.

U.S. CENSUS FOR THE POPULATION OF
THE TOWN OF EDNA, LABETTE CO., KS.
June 1, 1900 374
April 15, 1910 489
January 1, 1920 500
April1,1930 502
April 1, 1940 507
April 1, 1950 422
April 1, 1960 442
April1,1970 418

ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION

Always important to the people of any town
is their entertainment and recreational facilities.
For many years a Fourth of July celebration was
always held in Edna with a large crowd gather-

'f, •

I

I}♦ {-

i1<1@. rlilis celebration of the Fourtn was held a·
far back as ms?., during that year the prograr,
included a !1Jreased pole contest. prizes, a sack
race, a wheelbarrow race, an e@g race, a foe
race, a glass ball contest, a match @ame and ~
baseball game.

lfhle merchants and surroundir,ig are:
farmers @r@amized a Fall Fair and Farmers lnstl
lute GJUJring tMe summer of 189!9. This was to b•
an annual affair each September and premium'.
were 10 be offered each fall for tf-le best i
crops, produce and culinary efforts.

Baseball was always a big attraction a
most 0f the area towns had a semi-pro baseba
team, s0 it was not unusual to see a baseba
game. After hometown baseball eegan to fade
people turned t0 liligM school sports, such a
football and basketball. Crowds were always er
thuslastic, especially the year 1957 when th
Edna Football Pirates rose to the .top of stat
competition in their division.

The theatre became a consteerable attrac
lion after the Opera House was built in 1912. I
was a tin and wood frame bwildin@ that house,
and entertained hurna:lreds of Edna people fa
ever thirty yearrs. Fre1/ (i;)uring, it will b,
remembered, was the pianist for the silen

E.H.S. Faotball Team 1923-1924
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features there. The fine old strructure was sols
to Walter Samrnetinger Deeerriber 22 1 !9~3 after
which he razed the builCiliA@. Jack McGee and
Leo McKee will be remembered as the first Mo­
tion Picture machine operators of the silent
screen in Edna. 0. W. Defs"lemer was tne owner
of the Theater with his son Aubrey as manager.
A 10 cent admission fee was charged.

Band concerts during the 1920's and '30's
were also a popular feature in town. Concerts
were held every Saturday night at the band

stand om Main , · -;7: These concerts
much enj0ymen: ·: ··= .cv.ns people.

A miniature;:· ::.,·se was constr
and operaled b) · :. ·-: .:. · ...'Id on his vaca
on West Main s··7-:· · .Jly. 1930. Patrc
in.creased as pec : : :-: : : ···e more familiar
the gariFle. The ;·:. · ~~ ::·1tained the co
l:i>rilliar.i·t ligfilts ;: ·: ;-3_,.:~ for spectators
those waitirng tr: ·. ·· :.' play. Many tr
had tmese Jl)ee•V•=-= ;: · ::-~ses.

E.H.S. Baseball Team 19~3-1914

•
•

". -

' E.H.S. Basketball Team 1913-1914
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features there. The fine old structure was sold
to Walter Sammetlnger December 22 1943 after
which he razed the buildinq. Jack McGee and
Leo Mcl:<ee will 0e rememl;Jered as the first Mo­
tion l?icture machine operators of the silent
screen in Edna. 0. W. Deflemer was the owner
of the Theater with his son Aubrey as manager.
A 10 cent admission fee was charged.

Band concerts during the 192O's and '3O's
were also a popular feature In tow,n. Concerts
were held every Saturday night at the band

st.amd em Ma,i,rn stseet. These cerreerts @a\.
rnuen ernj0y,rnemt t0 the tewns J:!e.013le.

A miniature @0·I:t course was oenstructe
and operated lily Nate :Al.rrrn@ld on t.11is vaeant le
on we·st fl/lain Street in Jlul11,, Hl3@. Pa,tr-@mag
lncreased as people become mere tali11lil1ia1r wit
the qarrre. 1Fhe @roumd,s centataad the course
brilliant ligh,ts aAd seats for speeteters ah
those waitiing tt.1eir tt1rm t0 ~la¥. MaFJM t<ow,m
had these 13ee-wee @Glf courses.

E.H.S. Baseball Team 1913-1914

E.H.S. Basketball Team 1913-1914
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Edna Boosters about 1913

J. H. Lower and his Stutz Bearcat
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The Opera House built in 1912

Bird's eye view of Edna, Kansas
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Faith Baptist Church

terans Honor Roll
Edna ve

New Citv Librar,y

Esna Senior Citizens Housing,

under construction
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New Tennis Courts

Edna City Lake, Arerial View

Old Dicus Elevator
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Edna, Kansas
on 100 Years

.' -~ First Staie Dank
EDNA, KAWSAS

Eaeh depositor insured to S40.000

FDII
F(OUAl O(POSIT IJ.HUlAN(l cot,otAIIOH

CATTLE
ORDER BUYING

AND PRE-CONDITIONING
FACILITIES

- NO ORDER TOO LARGE OR TOO SMALL -
We are on our local markets

and can fill ;your orders
to your specifications.

we are lniere led in local order

Sperry Radio 6 T .V.

McKee livestock Company
Edna, Kansas
316-922-3593

Edna, Kansas

72

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



--

•

We are proud to have served Edna and community for 25
years and w,ill strive to serve you in the future.

Colers Groce
Ruth & Ric:h,,atd Cole

Edna,Kansas

Congratulations

E'd" Itnai EDNI tOCKER SERVICE

Thompson's mrive-ln
Highway 166Phone 922-7310

Edna,Kansas

Custom Slaughtering
ftP!iocessing

lockersAvailable

B,us. Phone 922-3580
Res. Phone 922-7289

EDNA,. KANSAS
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Asbur,•Spencer
lmplemen~ Co.

316-922-34115
Edna, Kansas 6i1342

a Sales & Service
The Lon~ Green Line ...
Leaclership in product and
service ... today and tornorrew.

HODGES'
CARPET LA YING SERVICE

INSTALLATION GUARANTEED

MIKE HODGES

(316) 922-3506
(316) 922-7329

EDNA, KANSAS

'
STINE FEEDER SUPPtY

Phone 922-3204 922-3205

EIJNA, KANSAS
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Coopet"s
Flowets aact 6ifts

Coffeyville, Kansas
Ph. 251-3350

STINE
HARDWARE
Ph.922-7311 Box188

EDNA, KANSAS 67342

* * * * * * * * * *SHERWIN-WILLIAMS PAINT
ZENITH TV-BW & COLOR

INION
LP GAS
The GAS FBR ALL SEASONS

Farm - Home - Business or Industry.
Prompt - eourteous Sales & Service.
Your Dependable Souce of LP Gas!

" For Sales & Service Call"

l!Jnion l P Gas Syst. Inc.
Edna,Kansas 922-7230

-
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Su~ '"'" Lo«tJ
'Dat~ e-

Page

Select your Funeral Director
with care

Ol!APJTY CHEKD

.. Eai,ry Produclts a~e LOCAL.

Congratulations· IEdna on 100 · Years -
. ~ ,.,, --- .

EDNA, KANSAS 67342

TELEPHONE 316 922-3203

BILI'S ClitAMPllN SERilCE
Gas, Oil, Tires, Accessories ~~
Your Patronage Appreciatec:J . -~

_·.\·,I
NORMA BURROUGHSAYr.· ,~·-- ...

\~ ~ ' t
Edna, Kansas · ·!' :

- -
Phone 922-8326 ~..e.;:-

CFIARLIE''S VICKER SERVICE
Tires - Tubes - Batteries
Tank Wagon Service

Phone 922-3206
EDNA.KANSAS
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,ED.NA,,l<ANSAS
' . . . . .

-~,
b11-.AMIA1U101

i&C!I I
912 South Walnut Eoffey,Yille, Kansas 67337

• WEARIN® A,PPAREL
H-Bar-C California Ranch Wear

• WESTERN DEN1IMS LEVI'S - LEE
• BGOiJ"S
Acme - Nocona - Tony Lama
Sanders - Texas

• HATS
Open Resistol - Bailey U-Rollit - Stetson

i'f'hur. & Sat. Evenings Bulldogger - American

[CJONDON
IATIONAli
IANK

c..c.•,-••••11•..,•--r.1,&0t.ll'('I

FDIE

Congiatulations
to Edae1

COFFEYVILLE, Kl.NHS 67337

NUWAY
FOODllNER

Coffeyville, Kansas

•
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"Our Family t1J Ser,:e Your Family" Murdock FunerralHome
Formerly Skinner-Hamlin

240,5 Woodland Coffeyville, Kansas 251-0300

COFFEYV-ILLE. KANSAS

MOSLER
FURNITURE
;:urnnure. Seeding & Carpet
· 0Ja'• 1 at '19 t.o ves: Puce -

ALTAMONT. KANSAS

,1-:-li._'~-·
• I

~ :,..
- .
~

~

Compl'iments ef
Buckner porrniture
Coffeyville, Kansas.----------------

A . ne9uty Salon
quanus E) nnon

Vir,giania ~~isas
Edna, tl~~-------~-•a----~-----~........-4.--------~-_,,

Bates Western Auto

Congratulations
From

Labette County Farm Bureau

ROSSON'~
GARAGt

~io
Phone 922-3 as
Edna, Kart~

78

l!

CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



CaneyValleyHistoricalSociety



y
E
A
"s

~ I ...---.:/,
) I ,, ~<1);:;;;;
~Ji,l--.

g (J; ? .);. _____,,
/J ~., /4 , ~ )'.-,._ 7-~

r, ~-, "~~ '.{ \ J:0': _,(fi~: ·.:2: \ \-- fKi( ~;,,.o .._ • ,:,,,~, ')I \/
~• I i)j>/. ' 'C"' · I IJ ~-:, ~ ';\~ri \ \~~

·~·/. ,, (~I I;'; ~
:\ ~',\ ~1~1- $' ... -:=:-
i F·~ ,, •'I.'fl .(\ /"~ / .;,;,j

;j_ ,~~\~ ·' . If1~~tr\~-~~:;r
'1~ Arnold, Charles

Bartlett, Bill
Bartlett, Effie
Billings, Harold

0 Billings, Iva
Carroll, Vin
Carroll, Grace
Cary, Kenneth

0 Cary, Leona Mae
Cole, Richard
Cole, Ruth E.
Collins, Jo Ann
Corker, Sam
Corker, Frieda
Dunn, Helen
Erne, Orville
Erne, Marie
Evans-Lornbe, Mabel
Foister, John
Foister, Martha
French, Mildred
Gilpin, Carl E.
Hamman, Emma
Hancock, Arthur
Hancock, Pauline
Hannon, Pierce
Higginson, Libby
Hittle, Lovena
Hodges, Milo
Hodges, Mrs. Milo
Hoppock, Rolland
Hoppock, Berniece
Jack, Phil Jr.
James, Carolyn

Edna
CEN'1EMNIAL

Boosterrs
~816-i976

Johnsen, C. L.
Kern, Walter S.
Kern, Reta
Kimrey, Virgil
Kimrey, Florence
Kimrey, Jee
Kimrey, Jean
Klnser, Adrian
Kinser, Virginia
Knewtson, Harold
Knewtson, Helen
Lackey, Ruth
Ledbetter, James
Ledbetter, Dorothy
Ledbetter, Alice
Lewis, A. L.
Lewis, Irene
Livingston, Bill
Livingston, Lesta
Long, Wallace
Leng, Kathryn
Lotz, Willis
Lotz, Darlene
Lotz, Hazel
McKee, Le0 A.
McKee, Ona
Maxson, Dale
Maxson, Winifred
Maxson, Russel
Maxson, Eva
Melton, Lar:fy
Meliton, Susan
Neidigh, Dale
Neidiqh, Ruby
Neidigh, Ronald

Pri,tchard, George
P~itehard, Nadine
Reed, Wallaee
Reedy, Forrest
R-eedy, Iona
Rhodes, Charles
Sammetinger, Walter
Sandusky, Vernon
Smitlil, Florence
Snyder, Zoleta
Speer, Henry
Stine, Lucille
Stine, W. V. Jr.
Stine, Jo Ann
Stine, Roy
Stine, lmmogene
Stine, Arlene
Stine, Lea
Stine, Alta
Storm, Ted
Taylor, Charles W.
Thomas, Hollie
Thomas, Lula
Thompson, Rose
Triebel, Elmer (Buck)
Triebel, Mary Lee
Triebel, Julie D.
Waugh, George
Waugh, Janice
Waugh, Greg
Winzer, Bill
Winzer, Alice
Wood, Drue
Wood, Ferne
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to our
GOOD NEIGHBORS

on their
C!E TIE I.AL YE.Al\ ,

luneral 5cn1icr
Coffeyville, Kansas_

SERVING
Southeastern Kansas

and
Northeastern Ol<lahoma

t:::;;:::::~--
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