28, 1950, p. 24, cols. 5-8.

Report On City
Made By Citizens Group

lo: The Members of the Bar-——

tlesville City Commission.

The members of the citizens’
committee appointed in Febru-
ary for the purpose of ascer-
taining whethér or not there ls
subversive literature in the Bar-
desville Public Library, wish fo
make a [urther report to the
Mayor and the City Commissi-
omers upan the subject of sub-
versive literature.

The members of this commit-
tee have pointed out to the Li-
brary Board, certain magazines
present in the racks of the pub-
fie library, against which offi-
clal eitations have been made.

In order to learn whether or
not the Bartlesville library was
on a par with other libravies in
nelghboring cities, the members
of thiz committee have vislted
libraries in six other cities,
namely, Coffeyville and Indepen-
dence, Kas; nea City, Sapul-,
pa, Tulsa and Dewey, t}k]a.ho-i
ma.

This report will cover thel
handling of subversive litera-
ture, and the general manner of
operating libraries in the cities
visited by the citizens’ commit-
tee memiers.

The Bartlesville Library
Board furnished this committee
with a list of perlodicals now
in the library. and of the books
purchased during 1949, ce the!
book list was without the names
of authors, the members of the
committes, have not as yet had
time for making any appraisal
of the book list.

The dparlndlca‘t list has been
studied, and compared with the
lists of periodicals in other li-
braries. Several perlodicals, now
in the Bartlesville library, we
believe are subversive in char-
acter and are almed at the des-
truction of the traditional Amer-
fcan system of life and govern-
ment. The purpose of these per-

iodicals is {o replace the present| distributed
vernment, | ‘Progressive

republican form of
wi one of radical soclalism.
We shall discuss these periodic-

15 specificelly as follows:
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1. SOVIET RUSSIA TODAY.

Th: Committee on Un-hmeri-
can Activities of the Urited
States House of Representatives
has placed three official cita-
tions against this mgazine., It
is distributed by the Commu-
nists Progressive Book Shop in|
Boston, Mass. (Massachusetis
House Committee on Un-Ameri-|
can Activiiies, Report 1938, pp
281 and 517). The cost of the
magazine 15 15 cents a copy,
and the usual method of distri-
bution is through gift subscrip-
tions by Communists or Com-
munist sympathlzers in the com-
muni which the ngl’t sub-
serip i5 received. We believe

that the Library Board should
e asked to make an mmg%F:
tion to determine whe was e'l
donor of this gift to our public
Jibrary. Members of the citizens’
committee found that none of
ﬂﬁﬂ stxof}sb{arias ﬂsm!:edm?adr.
i es Ol MAagaz 5 of |
-*he:';ﬂbrn‘ritah:_a?? qug:mﬁud- said
wuia. the magazine had come at
various time to their librarles,
but thatt-hu_; had been destr ed.|

The three official citations
listed by the Committee on Un-
American Activities U.S. House
of Representatives are as fol-

lows:
(1) Cited as a Communist
front (Special Committee on!

Un-American Actlvities, Report
March 29, 1944, PP 187; also cit-
\ ;f ]in Report, June 25, 1942 PP

(2) Among the “more impor-
tant” Communist- front organi-
m;lgﬁ t;'.h;?:. sole %mpmehoz_

: anda on be-
rhalf of the Saﬂagg n.' (Call-
fornia Committee on Un-Ameri-|
'-539“; Activities, Report, 1948, ppi

L (3 A m:.ﬁ:zine published by
Friends of Soviet Union and|
the sclrlumnllnunlsnts'i

op 0S- |
/ton, Mass. The articles and pic-|
imres in this magazine seek to
|show the great benefits and ad-
‘vantages enjoyed by Russian

workers, stressing the theme
that Russia is the only success-
ful nation In the world today.
(Massachusetts House Commit-
tee on Un-American Activities,
Report, 1938, pp 281 and 517.)

there still remains an iy
doubt as to the character of this
‘publication, this quotation from
'the December 1949 issue is of-
ferred:

. . o ‘the war-mongers are be-
|c more and more infuriat-
‘ed. With every day that passes
(the program of the main oppo-
inent of the peace (referring to
Ithe U.8.) becomes more obvious,
| “This program proposes the
creation, by means of violence
and new wars, of & world Amer-
ican empire which, in scale, is
to surpass all the world empires
of conquerors that eier existed
in history. It is nothing more or
less than a matter of convert-
ing the whole world into a col-
ony of the American imperial-
ists, or reducing soverign peo-
](Jlez: to the position of slaves."

B

p 7).
This is o a sa of the
32 pages oguliteratﬁ'gh offered

monthly by Soviet Russia To-
day, avallable to the public In
Bartlesville, through the public

lihra.g.

2. NEGRO DIGEST:

| There is an official citatiom
lagamst- the Negro Digest by the
Committee on Un-Ameriac acti-
vities, United States House of
Representatives, as follows:
“Among the publicatons which
the commitiee found to be
|"“"Communist initiated and con-
trolled, or so strongly influenc-
ed as to be in the Stalln solar
system' (California Commiitee
on Un-American Actlvities, Re-
port 1948, pp 225.)
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3. THE NATION:

There is ample evidence that
The Natlon, lends its support to
Communist causes and vends
the wares of the Communist
party in its advertlsin% columns.
It is not only peddles the prattle
of the Communists, but offers
its advertising space for such
subjects as sexology and homo-
sexuality. (See the Nation, Feb.
18, 1850, 1651, (*“The Sexual
Aspects of Antl-Semitism'’, “Sex
Penal Laws in the Sovlet Union™
“Minor Sex Deviations and Ma-
rital Adjustment’, “The Psycho-
logy of Feminine Sex Exper-
fence.”, “Homosexuality and
Oscar Wilde'". These topics were
discussed In a recent issue of
*“The International Journal of
Sexology’’, a quarterly journal
published in India. The above
gquotation 1s from an advertise-
ment appearing in The Natlon.)

Mot only the advertisers, but
also the book reviewers appear-
ing in The Nation recommend
to their readers the literature of
homosexuals. (On 520 of
the Nation, Nov. 26, 1949 underl
the heading of Books and the

Arts, we find Ernest Jones rec-| |

ommending a revival of the
works of Rona'd Firbanks whose
“writing is reminiscent of the
Wilde of ‘Dorfan Grey.'' Mr,
Jones speaks further of “The
exquisite and frivolous dream
world of his (Firbank's) fiction,
with its international elite, and
rococo palaces”, and of “A Nir-
vana In which, like Negroes in|
Paris in the twenties, homosex-
uals are the ultimate chie...”
In the same article the writer
‘adds that Firbanks was “‘old-
fashioned in his toying with the
‘ceremonial of Rome", and that
‘he had an “aesthetic interest in
evil, of for no other rpose
(than) to add color to life.”)

To further establish the char-
acter of The Mation, let us re-
fer again to the officlal report
of the Committee on Un-Amerl-
can Actlvities, U. 3. House of
Representatives, PP143 “For the
guidance of the American peo-
ple in detecting Communisi-front
organizations, we present the
following criterla:.....

“7. Does the organization’s
official publication reflect the
line of the Communist Party,

{publish articles Pro-Commu-
inists, advertise Communist ac-
tivities, or those of other fromt
|organizations. . .2
|7A Eerusal of the MNatlon will
lafford an affirmative answer
{to this guestlon. In the Feb. 18
{1ssue of The Nation is an article
by Carey McWilliams, against
whom there are literally scores
of citations by the Un-American
lactivities committee. The Na-
itlon (Nov, 19, 1849) on p. 495
|advertises the Monthly Review
las follows: “Whether you like
lit or not Socialisb s here to
|stay. 1t is fast becoming the
\way of life for nearly half the|
{population of the earth. That it
{will spread further is as sure as
ltomorrow’s sunrise. .. Without
an understanding of socialism,
Ithe world of the 20th century is
{iIncompre hensible. To hel
|achieve that understanding
!the purpose of the Monthly Re-
view.”” With the subscription for
this socialist periodical iz th =
offer of a free book selected by
the Book Find Club, There i3 an’
official citation against the Book|
Find Club report of the Commit-|
tee on Un-American activities,
[U.S. House of Represeniatives,
pp 22: “Book Find Club. 1. Cited
as a Communist Front. (Califor-
nia Committee on Un-American
Activities, Report, 1948, p. 392.)
Again in the Nov. 19, 1949 is-
sue of the Nation we= find this
advertisement, p. 496: “'Books|
of all kinds from the U.SS.R.,|
ust arrived. ... 1950 subscrip-|

L]

Continent Book Corp...... {

Corp. is cited by the Un-Ameri-
can Actlvities Committee re-
port p. 43 as follows: “Four
Continent Book Corp. 1. Cited as
j& Communist publishing house
{located at 253 Fifth Avenue,
New York City., (California
Committee on Un-American Ac-
tivities, Report, 1938, p. 1540 |

The Mation iz now available
at the Bartlesville Public Li-
brary.

ns open for all Soviet news- |
papers and magazines. Four |

The Four Continent Book |

4. THE NEW REPUBLIC:

This i3 another publicaton of-
fering the views of the pro-Com-
munist press, along with adver-
tisements of erotic liferature
and atheist books,

On Dec. 26, 1949 p. 22 the New
Republic published this adver-
tisement: “‘Masterpleces of Ero-
{ic Literature Joseph MecCabe's
|New Study of the outstanding
lworks of sensuality In ancient,
medieval and modern times,
(S0 far as we know, this is the
first book ever devoted to the
{library of forbidden literature
lin the form of the listing of the
lauthors and their book titles, ac-
|companied by authoritative com-
!ments. It Is both a discussion
jon an unusuzal, fascinating sub-
{ect and something of a direc-
ory of the main works of erotlc
(terature. . .. .'7} ]

. On P. 23 of the same lzsue s
this advertisement: |

“‘Poetica Erotlea: 770 pages.|
rare, eurlous, amatory verse!
Unusual VBolume! nexpur-
gated! . . ... Again on -the
same page, another sam&le of
New *Retpublje advertising is this
“Atheist Books, 32 page calalo-

rez. Truth Seeker Co."

Proof that The New Republic
is not averse to the dissemina-
tlon of the Communist line is this
advertisement appearing in the
New Republic, April 3, 1950 p.
22, “Are your ears bent by 1{11'11::-
paganda? Read “In Fact” [
weekly newsletter edited by
George Seldes. ..
| Here 15 what the Un-American
| Activities committee has to say
labout “In Fact." |

1. Cited as a Communist front
{whose president and editor is/
{George Seldes. (Speclal Com-
imittee on Un-American Activi-|
| :Les, Report, March 29, 1944, p.
lig ) i

! 2. A ‘Communist newsletter. .
{written and published by George
iSeldes. (California Committee on
|Un-American Activities, Report
11848 p. 148.) |

| 3. Cited a Communist
front. (Pennsylvania Common-|
{wealfh Counsel before the re-
\viewing board of the Philadel-
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phia County Board of Assist
ance January 1942.)

Further evidence of the char-
jacter of the New Republic is
I!mmd in the issuz of March 27,
|p- 23: “Debate Sensation! Is
Russia a Soclalist Community?™
*Yes" -Earl Browder, former
‘general mretary of the Com-
‘munist party. “No”! Max
{Shachtman, Chairman, Indepen-
rdefnt Socialist League. ... "

The above citatlons we be-
leve are sufficient to warrant
Ehe regml of Sovtletﬂussiiqau?
day, Ne 5 e Nation
and The !N Rg: blic from the
list of llterat.ure offered to thn
puhil.;: inltl'!arﬂesvﬂlt%e Tlg]: s
no incursion upon ri
any individual ecltizen, €
of citizens to subscrihe to an
read these publicarlons.

The members of the, citizens
committee found that none of
the six libraries visited had Sov-
let Russia Today or The Negro
Digest. Two of them had Tha
Nation and three of them had
the New Republic.

Thus it is within the prnvinci
of the lbrary board to decide
whether this brand of literature
shall continue to be financed
and distributed h‘ﬁ the public at

e expense of the Bartlesville

rs. There are avallabla
var us official eltations, which
the members of the citizens com-
mittee found in other libraries,
for the guldance of librarians in
discerning subversive trends in
literature. It Is the suggestion of
the citizens' committee that tha
citations be studled by the -
brarian and the members of the
library board.

"Report on City Library Is Made By Citizens Group. . . ." (Continued)

After visiting six other librar-
fes, the members of the ciii-
|ma' committee believe that in
|order to conduct the functions of
{the lbrary the library board
'should meet at least once a

'month,
| These citizens are of the opin-
{lon that the presentation of con-
tra ts of view on con-
trover subjects does not re-
1qure the surrender of our librar-
5 to fifth column invasion. The
rreedorm of the press has never
been interpreted to tolerate the
iprinting counterfeit money,
[Counterfeit literature, d ed
tu ﬂe;fame and destroy the heri-
American freedom,
|shunld ha exposed instead of tol-
erated
| The inspection of other librar-
/des has been the means of bring-
Jng out methods which might
be used to Improve the Bartles-
ville Library wlﬂmut raising the
library budget, which is indeed
,m[t&nll by com;mrison with other
cltles,
. One city (Sapulpa) which op-
erates on a smaller budget than
‘the Bartlesville libra fea-
fures most impressively, the
memory shelf. An interested
citizen recently gave the library
a complete Interior decoration
job as his gift to the library.
One librarian keeps a :cra
book of the news stories abou
the library and another one
publishes annually a pamphlet
reporting the years’ activities.
Enerehpaedla. year books werae
found in all libraries Asave one}
and en's magazines were
a‘ral.lahiln in all of the librarles

visited.
Citizens committee
M. Warren, chairman
I-Ie‘nrret-t& B. Wills,
Becreiary :
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