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HISTORY OF CANEY

B
J.R. CHARLTON




ay Profile:

lita Thurman Barnes
espondent

as born July 21, 1858
1, 1l. She was born on
1912, one day after her
birthday, at Amarillo.

will soon be celebrating
iy special birthday and he
ng since returned to the
m whence he came. He
Rev. J.R. Charlton,
tor. historian, newspaper
, politician, minister and
er He was an early day
and friend of Jake
ne of the founders of
e.
2 is Jessie Louise Sager
' a surname well
g in present-day
lesville.
s part of Bartlesville's
ory but she has written her
“history during the past 90
many of which:she spent
hing in the Bartlesville
yublic schools. :
ok written during the
of Charlton says in
“There is probably no bet-
jown figure in Washing-
County than J. R. Charlton
artlesville. To enumerate
d describe the varied activi-
of his life would be to pre-
e a sketch which would
nscend the limits of this vol-

most likely passed away
" her young life was taking
; Louise Sager's father

s Texas-born, her father

| agreed to transfer to Ari-
zona which had just been
admitted to statehood in Feb-
ruary, 1912, the same year she
was born. Her family lived at
Flagstaff and later in Phoenix
which her mother described as
‘a place where you had to have
rain barrel to supplement the
railable water; of burning
twisted cloths at night to ward

off the mosquitoes and having
no electricity at all.™

Charlton was the son of W.
J. and Elizabeth Charlton. His
paternal grandfather, Isaac
Bradbury Charlton was a
native of Virginia who went to
Tennessee in: 1820, married
and then moved to Marion
County, Illinois, and located on
the farm on which J. R. Charl-
ton was born. His family
resided on the Charlton home-
stead until 1877, when they
moved to Chautauqua County,

oldest last."

While in Canadian, she
remembers “many train trips
to Amarillo to visit the doctor
who called my mother ‘Miss
Bertha.,! Of course we visited
my grandparents, Jasper and
Maggie McCarty. Grandpa was
an engineer on the Santa Fe
and it was a special occasion to
be a passenger on grandpa's
train.” :

When Louise moved to
Amarillo, she began going to
Sunday School and church.
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Kansas, traveling in true pio-
neer style by prairie schooner,
and locating at Sedan, where
they resided until about 1900.
His family then moved four
miles north of Independence,
Kan. and lead the life of typical
Kansas farming people. :
In 1914, Louise’s family
moved back to Texas and set-
tled to the town of Canadian
where she has fond memories
of living on “The Hill" — “where
kerosene lamps gleamed from
the brackets on the walls or
from their tables at night. Hav-
ing cold running water at a
sink but no hot water and on
Saturday night, when the
whole family took  turns
bathing in the kitchen where it
was the youngest first and the
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“My grandparents were ardent
members of the  Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ).
Since the denomination was
founded by Alexander Camp-
bell, members = were often
called 'Campbellites.” As a child
the only camel I knew of was a
strange four-legged animal.
Therefore, I deeply resented
being called a ‘camelite.’ I met
grandma and we walked to
church each Sunday.”

J. R. Charlton was reared
on a farm in Illinois and was
19 when he came to the West
after graduating from high
school . He had decided upon a
career as a teacher, and when
he came to Kansas his parents
accompanied him. His first
school was located east of
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Bartlesville family ‘reunion’

Sedan, Kan. where he ‘was
teaching in 1878 when he was
induced by his uncle, J.D.
McBrain, who was a Christian
Church minister and an attor-
ney, to come to his office and
study law. Charlton read law
during two summers, taught
school in the winter and stud-
ied law at night. He was finally
admitted to the bar August
16,1880. He practiced in Elk
City, Kan. and in March 1884,
began practice in Montgomery
County, Kan.

During his time there, in
1890, Charlton was elected
county attorney and served in
that capacity during the
famous Dalton raid at Cof-
feyville. Through his efforts
Emmett Dalton was sent to the
penitentiary, but in later years,
Charlton also assisted in
securing his freedom. He lived
there until 1906 when he
moved to Bartlesville, although
he had lived within 85 miles of
Bartlesville since 1877.

Louise “skated” her way
through elementary school,
played the violin in the Tyler
orchestra and helped organize
a sewing club. She fondly
remembers a trip to Chicago
with her grandmother McCarty
who was unable to speak due
to a series of small strokes.

“] got to ride the El, visit the
zoo, see Lake Michigan and
even shop at Marshall Fields.

“Traveling with grandma
was first class - lower berths
and eating in the dining car.”

Birthdays were always a
special event and since her
birthday was the day after her
father's they always celebrated
it together.

“Dad and [ shared birthdays
even after I married and moved
to Bartlesville.”

By her junior year in high
school, Louise had met Arlon
Saddoris and they began dat-
ing on a regular basis.

See Profile on Page A3
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Profile, Continued from Al

“Since neither of us had the
use of a car we walked every-
where. 1 remember seeing the
first ‘talkie movie', The Jazz
Singer, starring Al Jolson. After
the movie it was (our custom)
to go to the ice cream parlor for
a banana split — sometimes
split with two spoons.”

“At Christmas in 1929,
Arlon surprised me with a dia-
mond engagement ring and we
chose July 31 as our wedding
day. The service was per-
formed by the minister from
the Christian Church.
Thoughts of a wedding trip
never occurred to us. We both
went right back to our jobs the
next day. Arlon’s oldest broth-
er offered him a job and the
promise of a part ownership in
a laundry business in
Bartlesville, now Saddoris Tex-
tile and Maintenance. We trav-
eled by train to Bartlesville and
settled in our new home on
Keeler Street just across the
street from Horace Mann
School. In 1948, I substituted
often at Horace Mann.”

“In the spring of 1949, I
decided to apply for a fulltime
teaching position. I taught at
Lakeview, Rice Creek, Fish
Creek, in Dewey schools, at
Horace Mann from 1957 to
1966 and at Wayside from
1966 till 1975 when I retired.”

Charlton had been an
ordained minister of the Chris-
tian Church since 1894. He
preached all over the area
where he organized over thirty
churches. He held a meeting at
a church at Dewey in 1915
and had 123 additions to the

church. He organized the

Christian Church’ in
Bartlesville, which in July,
1897, had 66 members.
Charlton was widely known as

a speaker, not only on religious
subjects and his services were
in constant demand at various
meetings and celebrations. In
1891, he was invited by Col.
Jake Bartles to deliver the
Fourth of July speech in
Bartlesville and for three days
Charlton and his wife were
entertained at the Bartles'
home. A crowd of 5,000 people
from all over the countryside
attended the celebration.
Twenty steers were barbecued,
the Indians held war dances
and the park was lighted by
electricity generated in Colonel
Bartles’ own mill. At the same
time, the United States mar-
shal “roped in” about 15 boot-
leggers, who, in the absence of
a jail, were secured by being
tied to trees, much to the
delight of the crowd. He and
Jake Bartles remained lifelong
friends.

At some point in her life,
Louise  Sager  Saddoris
became interested in her fam-
ily history. Her main research
centered around the McCarty
side of her family but each
time she attended a McCarty
reunion she learned more
about her extended families,
in particular she learned of
the Charltons.

“Qur Charlton line came
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from Rachel Charlton, the
first wife of Henry McCarty.
Much of my information
about J.R. Charlton came
from Eddie and LeRoy Charl-
ton who had been researching
the family for several years.
Each time we visited them we
gained more family history
and met more kinsmen of
both the McCarty and Charl-
ton lines.”

Jessie Louise Sager Sad-
doris and Rev. J.R. Charlton
are relatives — if distant
ones, but both are intrinsical-
ly tied to Bartlesville. They
shared more than just a
bloodline. They shared a love
for serving their community
through education, church,
being active politically, public
speaking but most of all
through just being good peo-
ple. \

Charlton, minister, politi-
cian, teacher and public ser-
vant might be the first one to
wish Louise Saddoris, who has
unknowingly followed in his
footsteps in so many ways, a
very happy 90th birthday this
Friday, April 5. i

These two honorable people,
who happen to be related, are
just another example of the
“right stuff’ of which
Bartlesville is made.

REEREREEERE

Happy Birthday ‘-
> Jessie Wright
Love, Tom & Karla & Kids
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CANEY
: by J. R. Charlton
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Caney, the C(usen City of Montgomery county, situated
southwest corner of the county, about one mile from the Indian

Territory line, and sbout the ssme distance from the east line of

(6]

rpautaugua county. It is bullt vpon a sandy knoll, skirted on the

[ |

crth by the beautiful stream, Cheyenne creek, with 1ts begutiful
zrms, on the west by the broad and rich valley of the Caney rilver;
end on the south by the classic and limpid stream known as "Mud Creek”

ile upon the east lies the brosd, roiling and productive pravris
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tands. No prettier si can be found in all ths country for a clty,
overlooking, as it does; for miles, the surrounding countiry.

Looking te the scuth and southeast cne beholds the beaublful
mounds, and undulating prairies, and the fringes of timber along the
streams, where are to be found the farms and the happy homes o
Cherckee end Delaware Indians who have accepted the fruits of the

arch of ecivilation, and, with their schools and churches,

h
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onwar
1iving in their neat 1ittle residences upon their well kept farms.
Lcokihg of f to the southwest as far as the eye can reach, are
t~ be seen hills and rclling lands, where rosm vast herds of
~attle of the Osege Indian Reservation. The Osage, unlike his
Crarokee and Delawsre brethren, has persistently rafused to become
sivillzed to any gresv extent. He disdains "store clothes," and
~1ings %o the blanket and breech clout of his fathers. Perhaps he can
, said to be civilized, only in one particular, and that is, that
he gets drunk just like a civilized white man,
Late in the fall of 1869, the first white settlers settled

unon what is now the townsite of Caney. Among them were Jasper N, W
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and family, J. H., Smith and family, Berryman “mith, s single man,
and "Unele John" lodges and femily. OFf those carliest sebttlers
"Uncle John" Hodges, alone is with us. lle has been s continuous
reczident of Caney from thet tims to the present. Jasper N. West was
Ceney's first postmaster,

During the winter of 1869 Dr. J. W. Bell and famlly came tc Caney
and he was the first tradesman, conducting a small store in which
wss kept for sale, (in a small box house made of native lumber,
which Wwes probsbly hauled here from somepoint east) a little sugar,
colfes, meat, flour and, as we were informed by one who was there,
a2 goodly supply of clothes pins. This structure was erected near
what 1s now the crossing of Stste street and Fourth svenue, s% the
public well, from which particular point nearly sll the earlier
transfers of titls to resl property had their starting.

In the early part of the summer of 1870, 0. M. Smith engaged in
the mercantile business. "0. M.," as he was familiarly called, was
then a single man. Hs had a small stock of general merchandise,
and he cooked, ste and slept in the store building. Jasper N. West
puilt the first log house and it was lccated on what 18 now Block 61,
and was the first and oniv plasce for the weary to take rest, and
have their hunger satisfied and thirst gquenched. 01d "Uncle Robert"
Hammill, in the early spring of 18Y0, came in with his two sons,
with four hoke of Texss caftle., and located on the farm now aowned
by Thomas Steel, and about the same time "Uncle John" Badgley loecated
the place now owned by J. A. Fleener. Jasper N. Smith commenced,
and probably completed, in the esrly part of 1370, a frame bullding
for a hotel;, on the site now occupied by the Reed residence, in

block Sly, moving from his log house to the szame.
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8111 Copen was Caney's first blacksmith. Dr. A. M. Taylor

-~

o came in November 1870, was Caneyts first physlican, and the doctor
is 8till with us. Jsmes G. Woodruff came in during the early siumer

¢ 1870, Jasper N. West, J. H. Smith, Berryman “mith end James G.

Woodruff took the four claims cornering at a polnt where the public
well, spoken of above, was located and conceived the idea of locat-
irg and p lotting 2 town. On May 11, 1870,Capt. J. E. Stonse dropped

in emong them and the four claim holders, above named with Stons and

G. M. Smith, caused tc be surveyed and plotted whet is a portion

2o

of the present city of Caney. "Unele John" Hodges took the ¢laim
ond made some improvements thereon now owned by S. K. Jsek. Levi

Gilatfelder located and improved the farm together with other lands upoan

shich Mrs. Gladfelter now resides, two miles east of Cansy. After

the survey and plotting of Caney quite a number of houses were erected

end a msil route was established from what was then the village of

Pariker to Ceney and then to St. Paul on the West side of Caney River

from thet time on there was a steady stresm cf immigrants into

Caney snd township. The latter wss rapidly settled up by a thrifty,

herdworking, sand industrious class of pecple and business men of

411 elasses began to locaste in the village.

Prom that time on Caney becsme known as a first clsss treding

point. Being s border town, {+s business men did a good busliness

the Indians and the whites residing in the Territory.

Ces Y
Wl o

In July 1885, Clevelsnd J. Reynolds started the first paper
in Caney, the Ceney Chronicle, which has been lssued continuously
since, and entered upon its eighteenth year. It has been publishsd
. for the last seven years by H. E. Brighton, is a bright, newsy

paper, and has evar stood up loyslly for Caney and her best ilnterests.
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In 1886 a proposition was submitted to the citizens of Ceney

township to vote bonds in the sum of $22,000.0C to aid in the

9 14

construction of the D. M. & A. R, R. The bonds were voted, the roead
was bullt, and thus Caney was placed in closer touch with the
outside world. The "frelghter" who, with his mule teams, heuled
goods from Independence and Coffeyville, went away back and enguged
in some other business, while the articles of merchandise and the
products of the farm, from that time on, were carried by his flcefer-
focoted competitor, the steam engine and its train of ¢ers. The
bullding of a raiiroad into Caney resily marked the beginning of
its busliness career,

he town continued to grow until on the 5th day of July 1887,
it was incorporated as a city of the third class, 1Its first clty
slection was held, under its charter, on the 18th day of July 1€37,
in what is now the 0ld s¢hool building., The judges of the election
were; Dr. A. M. Taylor, John Todd, and P. C. Dosh; Clerks, J. J. Ston:
and J. P. Stradiey.

The first officers of Caney, elected on the above date wsre:
Mayor, P. S. Hollingsworth; Councilmen: Wm. Rogers, Harry Wiltse,

J. J. Hemphill, J. A, Sumer, and W, B, MeWilliame; Police Judge:
P, H. Hooker. F. H. Dye wes appointed and served as the flrst city
zlerk.

Tn the year 1891, Cleveland J. Reynolds, who was then the owner
and publisher of the Caney Times, a weekly newspeper waich he hsad
“sunded some time before, conceived and put into exscution a plan

for connecting all the towns of Montgomery county by telephone.
Being a man of indomitable will and untiring ensrgy, he at once
or

anized the Caney Teclephone Company, and, within a few months
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thereafter, the "hellc" girl was at her post of Guty in every town in
the county. The completion of this telephone line marked a new era
1v the history of Caney, as well as that of the entire county, as

was the first telepitione line ever built in the county.

In 1892, Col. S. M. Porter, of Caney, J. A. Bartles, of Bartles-
ville, I. T., and others, organized snd chartered the Kansas,

Ukklgshoma Central & Southwestern Railway Company for the purpose of
building a line of road from Caney, south, through Oklahoma and on
southwest into Texas; and a franchise for the dbulldling of saild road

was granted by Congress on December 21, 1893. The construction of

gald road was begun in 1896 and in the spring of 1899 the old company
sold out ot the A. T., & S. F. Ry. Co., and the road was completed

from Caney to Owassa, I. T., s distance of about sixty miles, thus giving
Caney two ssparate and competing lines of roed. To Co. Portsr is dus,
iIn a large messure, the credit for the building of the Santa Fe, for
he worked without faltering for about eight years on the project
before it fipelly succeedsd, making one trip to Burope, and countless
trips to Washington, New York, and Chicago.

But Caney, like other cities in Montgomery county, owes itse
greatest pr53perity and growth to the finding of natural gas in the
earth beneath it., In the year of 1900, the Csney Gas Company, compossd
entirely of Ceney men, was orgenlzec and began prospecting for gas and
niL. After putting down several dry holes, they succeeded, in the
fall of 1901, in striking a very strong flow of gas about two miles
northeast of town and in short time theresftor they secured another
w21l which has proved to be the strongest well in the Kansas fileld,
heving & rock pressure of 660 pounds and producing 16,000,000 cu. ft.
of gas every 2l hours., They also have a very good oil well in the

same field. There sre now six different gas and oil compenies
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qperating in the Caney fiald, and the prospocts are very
flattering.

In 1902 the members of the Caney Gas Company orgavized the
Cansy Brick Company and put irn one of the largest and best
vitrified brick plants in the country, with a capacity of
100,000 brick per dsy. They sre turning cut a first-class brick
and have shippec ss high as sixty ecars of brick in one month
berides supplying the home demand. They carry a payroll of sixty-
five men.

The Cherryvale, Oklshoma and Texass Rallway Compauy was chert-

ered on July 22nd, 1902, with Col. S M. Porter, of Caney as president

for the purpose of constructing a iine of railrocad from Cherryvsls,
in Montgomery county, through Caney, te E1 Paso, Texas. a distance

of 900 miles. We are sssured that this road will be built in the
near future end will be of great benefit to Caney =2nd Montgomery
County as it will give us another system and competing line,
probably the "¥aty" or "Frisco.”

Our bigh pressure and unfailing supply of gas is attracting
the attention of various menufacturing enterprises.

Caney is & good placse to 1ive, Those who sre rellglously
ipcliped will find four churches, a1l havling goott buildings and
peaident pastors. They are Methodistes, Presbyterians, Baptists,
ard Christlans.

Our public schools ere first class. At present we have twa
school buildings, and employ nine teachers, but the growing

population will soon require larger and better buildings and mors

teachers.
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Caney hse six physicians sctivelv engaged in the practic:, and

nany of them rank among the best physicians of the county. It zlso

has a Sgnitsrium, run by Dr. T. A. Stevens, to which pstients coie
for treatment from the Territory end all the surrounding counties.

We also have six lawyers who, by hard werk, are able to
lock after the interests of their clients and keep the community
quiet a good part of time.

Capt. J. . Stone, one of the first settiers, and who assisted
in laying out the original town site, was elected sheriff of
Montgomery County in 1872, and served his county in that capacliy
faithfully end with ¢redit to himself, and is now Caney‘'s efficient
sostmaster, having been appointed by President McKinley.

E. B. Skinner, ons of Caney's enterprising business men, is
just serving the last year of two terms es county treasurer, snd
Dr. J. A. Radar, one of our leesding physicians, is serving his
third term ss coreier.

J. R. Chsrilton, one of our attorneys, was elected county
attorney of Montgomery county in 1890, and served one tern,
refusing & rencmination.

J. H. Dana, who resided in Caney until the year 1900 was, in
the year, elected county attorney, and moved to Independence.

Others of our prominent citlzens have been exposed to the
ipesd disease called "offlce" but have never caught it.

Caney has grown from the 1ittle hamiet of a few ysars ggo
+o hacome one of the best towns in Southern Kansas, having a
nopuailation of but a little less than 2,000, and we confildently

sxpact to see double that nuriber of people here in the next two

sears, It will make s good town; first, because of its natural
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advantages in 1

O

cation; second, because it has ¢itizens who are
public spirited, enterprising end pushing, who do not only have
money, but have faith in the fubure of the ecity, and therefore

do not hesitate to invest thelr money in public enterprises.

In concluding this brief sketch let me say that as a resident
of Kansas for more than twenty-five years, I belleve 1t to be the
vest state in the Union; that Montgomery county 1s the coming
banner county of the state, and that Caney--well, language fails

ne, and I can only sdd that "the half has never been told."
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136 IIISTORY OF MONTGOMERY COUNTY, KANSAS.

Thomas Brock and 8. 13, Morehouse—repaired to Verdigris City where,
Sitting in their wagon, they oveanized, and appointed a new set of county
oflicers, ordered that the next term of the District Court be held at Inde-
peudence and that the various county oftices be kept there temporarily.

The old board and their appointees, failing to get an order of court
requiving the return of the records and offices to Liberty, soon surren-
dered and matters moved on quietly until the fall election in 1870, when
the county seat question was again voted on by the people and Indepen-
dence chosen by a vote of 839, 1o 260 for Liberty. This terminated the
aspirations of the little city for civie and commereial greatness,

[n 1871 the construction of the T, T.. & G. Ry. across the east side of
the county caused the removal of the village to its present site where, sur-
rounded by a good agricultural region, its business men have continued
to enjoy a prosperous country trade. although the place seems to have
reached its maximum growth. However. the village is within the gas
belt and is now prospecting for oil with a fair probability of finding
enough of the black fluid to libricate the wheels of progress without limit.

The population of Liberty is about 300.

To one of the founders of this village—the late Daniel McTaggart—
we are indebted for the demonstration of the fact that cotton can be suec-
cessfully grown in Southern Kansas. Some years ago quite a colony of
Negroes from Texas settled in the Verdigris valley between Coffeyville
and Liberty. Roon after the arrival of these people Capt. McTaggart
conceived the idea of inducing them to try cotton growing, and, as an
inducement, he furnished the seed and installed a gin at his mill near the
original townsite. Quite a considerable acreage was planted, and while
the yield was not large the fiber was of good quality and the yield per
acre large enough to justify the continued production of this important
staple as a side crop.

Caney and Elk City
BY J. R. CHARLTON.

Caney, the Queen City of Montgomery county, is situated in the
southwest corner of the county, about one mile from the Indian Territory
line, and about the sume distance from the east line of Chautauqua
counfy. It is built upon a sandy knoll, skirted on the north by the beau.
tiful stream, Cheyenne creek, with its beautiful farms, on the west by the
broad and rich valley of the Caney river, and on the south by the classia
and limpid stream known as “Mud creeky? while upon the east lies the
broad, rolling and productive praivie lands. No prettiérsite can be found
in all the county for a city, overlooking, as it does, for miles, the sur-
rounding country.

Looking to the south and the sonth-east one beholds the beautiful
mounds, and undulating prairies. and the fringes of timber along the
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Mrvins, where qre g be found the fayms and the happy homes of the
Cherokee and e Delaware Indians, who have accepted the fruits of the
oaward marel of civilization, and, with thejp schools ang churuhes,living
0 their neat litt)e residences upon their wel] kept farms, are g happy
and contenged people. Looking off to the South-west, as far gg the eye
A reach, are to e seen the hills ang rolling lands, where roam vast
berds of cattle of the Osage Indiap Reservation. The Osage, unlike hig
Cherokee ang Delaware brethren, has persistently refused to become civil-
zed to any gregt extent. He disdains “store clothes,” and clings to the
blanket ang breech clout of pig fathers, Perhaps he can be said to be
civilized, only ip one particular, and that is, that he gets drunk just like
a civilized white man,

Late in the faq of 1869, the firgt white settlers Settled upon what ig
DOw the townsite of Caney. Among them were Jasper N, West ang fam-
ilr. J. H. Smith and family, Berryman Smith, a single man, anq “Unele
Jobn™ Hodges ang family. oOf those earliest settlers “Unele John*
Hodges, alone, is with us. He has been a continuous resident of Caney
fromi that time to the present. Jasper N. West was Caney’s first post-
master.  During the wintep of 1869 Dr. J. v, Bell and family came to
Caney and he was the first tradesman, conducting a small store in whicl
vas kept for sale, (in a small box house made of native lumber, whiel,
Yas probably hauled here from some point east,) a lit{le sugar, coffee,
wetl. Hour, and, ag we were informed by one who was there, y goodly
Tppl of clothes pins. This structure was erected neap: what is now the
mesing of S{ate street and Fourth avenue, at the public well, from
®hich particular point nearvly all the earlier transfers of title to real
Foperty had theijp starting,

In the early part of the summer of 1870, O. M. Smith engaged in the
mervantile bhusiness,  «Q. M.,” as he was familiarly called, was then ga
“ogle man. He had a smal] stock of general merchandise, and he cooked,
e and slept in the store building. Jasper N. West built the first log
bouse and it was located on what is now Block 61, and was the first ang
wly place for the weary to take rest, and have their hunger satisfied and
thirst quenched. Old “Unele Robert” Hammill, in the early spring of
IS0, came in with his two sons, with four Yoke of Texas cattle, and Jlo-
ated on the farm now owned by Thomas Steel, and about the same time
“Unele John* Badgley located the place now owned by J. A. Fleener,
Jasper N, Smith commenced. and probably completed, in {he early part
of 1870, a frame building for a hotel. on the site now occupied by the Reed
midence, in Rlock ok moving from lixs log house (o (he Sitne,

Bill Copon was Caney's first blacksmitl, Dr. A, M. Taylor, who came
it November 1870, was Caney’s first physicinn, and the doctor js still
¥ith us. James (. Woodrufl came in during {he early suimmer of 1S70.
Jagper N, West, J, 11 Smith, Berryman Smih and James @, Woodrult
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Hrvanis, where e (o be found the farms and the happy homes of the
Cherokee and (e Delaware Indians, who have accepted the fruits of the
fawird marel of civilization, and, with theip schools angd churches,]iviug
i their near Jitt]e residences upon thejp well kept farms, are g happy
ad contente people, Looking off to the South-west, as far ag the eye
&2 reich, are to be seeq the hills ang rolling lands, where roam vast

8 of cattle of the Osage Indian Reservation. The Osage, unlike hig

rokee and | ‘elaware brethren, has persistently refused io become ciyi]-

toany rregt extent, He disdains “store clothes,” ang clings to the
‘ “k(*l and breech clout of his fathers. Perhaps he cap be said to be
arilized, only i ope particular, and that is, that he gets drunk just like
3 civilized white man, :

Late in the faly of 1869, the first white settlers settled upon what ig
®¥ the townsite of Caney. Among them were Jasper N. West and fam.-
ir. . H. Smith and family, Berryman Smith, a single man, ane “Uncle
Jodn” Hodges and family. Of ‘those earliest settleys “Uncle John”
Hodges, alone, s with us. He has been a continuous resident of Caney
from that time to the present. Jasper N. West was Caney’s first post-
BICr. During the winterp of 1869 Dr. J, W, Bell and family came to
Cavey and e was the first tmdesnmu, ('mlducting a small store in whicl
¥as kept for sale, (in a small box house made of native lumber, whicl,
¥as probably hauled here from some point east,) a lit{le sugar, coffee,
Bl tour, and, as we were informed by one who was there, g goodly

N Sl of clothes pins. This structure was crected near whatl is noy the
Stnesing of State street and Fourth avenue, at the public well, from
which particnl;e point nearly all the earlier transfers of (itle to real
POty had theip starting.

In the early part of the summer of 1870, O. M. Smith engaged in the
menantile husiness, Q. M.,” as he was familiarly called, was then a
s2gle man. He had a smal) stock of general merchandise. and he cooked,
teand slept in the store building. Jasper N. West built the first log
Wae and it was located op what is now Block 61, and was the first ang
el place for (he weary to take rest, and have theip hunger sntisﬁgd and
it quenchied.  Old “Uncle Roberpt” Hammill, in the carly spring of
I, came in o with his two sons, with four Yoke of Texas cattle, and lo-
ated on the farn now owned by Thomas Steel, and about the same time
Cacle John™ sdgley located the place noyw owned by J. A. Fleener,
hsjer N Smith commenced, and probably completed, in the early part
wINTO, 4 frame building for a hotel, on the site now occupied by the Reed
msidence, in Block 54, moving from his log house to the same,

Bill Copen was Caney’s first blacksmith. Dy, A. M. Taylor, who came
# November 1870, was Caney’s first Physician, and the doclor js still
vith us. James (3, Woodrufl came in during the early summer of 187().
daper N West, I, 11 Smith, Berryman Smith and James G. Woodruft
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took the four claims cornering at o point where the publie well. spoken
of above, was located and conceived the idea of locating and platting a
town.  On May 11{h, 1870, Capt. .. 15, Stone dropped in among them, and
the four claim holders. above named, with Stone and 0. M. Smith. raused
to he surveved and platted what is a portion of the present city of Caney,
“Unecle John™ Hodges took the ¢laim and made some improvements there-
Silsnowsonnedsby R R Gk R Levii (it fol dap located and improved the
Farm. together with other Tands, upon which Mrs. Gladfelder now resides,
two miles east of Camev,  After {ho survey and platting of Capey quite 2
number of houses were erected and a0 mail ronte was established from
what was then the village of Parker to Caney and then to St.Paul on
the west side of Caney  river,  From that time  on there was a  steady
SIrear of immicgrants into Caney and the township,  The Iafter was
rapidiy settled up by thrifiy. hard-working, and industrious class  of
people, and busines men of gl classes began to locate in the village.

I'rom that time on Caney hecine known as a first class trading point.
Being a bowrder town, ifs husiness men did a good business with the Ip.
dians and the whifes residing in the Terrvitory

In July 1885, Cleveland J. Reynolds started the first paper in Caney,
the Caney Chronicle, which has been issued continuously  since, and
entered npon its eighieenth vear. It has been published  for the logst
seven years by IT. I3, Brighton, is a bright, newsy paper, and has ever
stood up loyally for Caney and her hest interests.
' In 1886 2 proposition was submitted to the citizens of Caney town-
ship to vote bonds in {he sum of $22.000.00 to aid in the construction of
the D. M. & A. R. R. The bonds were voted, the road was built. and thus
Caney was placed in closer touch with the outside world. The “freighter”
who, with his mule teams, hauled goods from Independence and Coftey-
ville, went away back and engaged in some other husiness. while the ar-
ticles of merchandise and the products of the farm, from that time on,
were carried by his fieeter-footed competitor, the steam engine and its
train of cars. The building of a railroad into Caney really marked the
beginning of its husiness career

The town continued to grow until on the 5th day of July 1887, it was
incorporated as a city of the third class. Its first city election was held,
under its charter, on the 18th day of .Tuly 1887, in what is now the old
school building. The judges of the clection were; Dr. A, M. Taylor. John
Todd and 1. €. Dosh; Clerks. J. J. Stone and J. ', Stradley.

The first oflicers of Caney. elected on the above date were: Mayor,
I'. S, ITollingsworth; Councilmen, W, I'{.o;:.(‘rs. Hm'l-'y Wiltse, J. J.
Hemphill, JJ. A, Summer and  W. BB. MeW illiams; I’(.)hco ._Tudgo. . H.
Hooker. T. H. Dye was appointed and served as the fipst city clerk.

In the year 1891, Cleveland J, Reynolds. who was then the owner and
publisher of the Caney Times, a weekly newspaper which he had founded
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some time before, conceived and put into execution a plan for connecting
all the towns of Montgomery county by telephone.
domitable will and untiring energy, he at once organized The Caney Tele-
ihone Company, and, within a few months thereafter, the “hello” girl
wias ar her post of duty in every town in (he county,

this telephone line marked a4 new e

rain the history o

eing a man of in-

The completion of
f Caney, as well as

that of the entire county, as it was the first telephone line ever built in

the couty,

In 1892, Col. S. M. Porter, of
L T. and others, organized and ch;
& Southwestern Railway Company

and a franchise for the building of
December 21st, 1893, The constru
and i the spring of 1899 the old

tince of about sixty miles. thus giving (

Caney. .J. A. Bart

les, of Bartlesville,

wiered the Kansas, Oklahoma Central
for the purpose of building a line of
road from Caney, south, through Oklahoma and on southwoest into Texas;
said road was granted by Congress on

ction of said road

was begun in 1898

‘ompany sold out to the A T. & S. I,
Ry. Co., and the road was completed from Cuaney to ¢

~

-aney two sepe

Iwassa, 1. T, a dis-
rate and competing

lines of road. To Col. Porter is due, in a large measure, the credit for the
building of the Santa Fe, for he worked without faltering for about eight
Years on the project before it finally succeeded, m
Europe, and countless trips to Washington, New York and Chicago.

But Caney, like other cities in
prosperity and growth to the findir
it. In the year 1900 the Caney Gas

Montgomery count

aking one trip to

Y, owes its greatest

1g of natural gas in the earth beneatl
Company. composed entirely of Caney

men. was organized and began prospecting for gas anc
down several dry holes, they succeeded, in the fall of 1901, in sfriking a
riles northeast of town, and in a short
time thereafter they secured another well which has proved to be the
having a rock pressure of 660 pounds
of gas every twenty-four hours, They

very strong flow of gas about two n

strongest well in the Kansas field,
and producing 16,000,000 cubie feet

dlso ave a very good oil well in the

10il After putting

sane field. There arve now six differ-

ent gas and oil companies operating in the Caney field. and {he prospects

are very flattering,
In 1902 the members of the Can
brick Company and put in one of

1ey Gas Company organized the Caney

the largest and 1

plants in the country, with a capacity of 100,000 briclk
turning out a first-class brick and have shipped as high as sixty cars of

est vitrified Dbrick-
per day. They are

brick in one month, besides supplying the home demand, They carry a

pay roll of sixty-five men.

The Cherryvale, Oklahoma & Texas Railwa

on July 22nd, 1902, with Clol. S, M.
purpose of constructing a line of 15

ery county, through Caney. to I1Paso. 1

v

Y Company was chartered

Porter, of Caney, as president, for the

lilroad from Cherr

are assured that this road will be built in the near fu

vvale, in Montgom-

‘exas, a distance of 900 miles. We
ture and will he of
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great benefit to Caney and Montgomery county, as it will give us another
svsfem and competing line. probably the “Katy” or “Frisco.”

Our high pressure and unfailing supply of gas is attracting the at-
tention of various manufacturing enterprises.

Camey is i good place to live. Those who are religiously inclined will
find four churches, all having ood buildings, and resident pastors.  They
are the Methodists, Preshyievians, Baptists and Christians,

Our public schools are first -lass. At present we have two school
buitdings. and employ nine teachers, but the growing population will soon
require larger and hetfer uildings and more {eachers.

Caney has six physicians actively engaged in the practice, and many
of them vank among the best physicians in the county. It also has a San-
itarimn, run by Dre. T AL Sfevens. to which patients come for treatment
from the Territory and all the smrrounding counties

We also have six lawyers who, by hard work, are able to look after
the inferests of their clients and keep the community quict a good part
of the time.

Capt. J. IZ. Stone, one of the first settlers, and who assisted in lay-
ing out the original {own sife. was elected sheriff of Montgomery county
in 1872, and served his county in that capacity faithfully and with credit
to himself. and is now Caney’s eflicient postmaster, having been appoint-
ed by President McKinley.

15. BB, Skinner. one of Caney’s enterprising business men, is just sery-
ing the last year of two ferms as county treasurer, and Dr. J. A. Rader,
one of our leading physiciang, is serving his third term as coroner.

JJ. R. Charlton. one of our attorneys, was elected county attorney of
Monfgomery county in 1890 and served one term, refusing a re-nomi-
nation.

J. H. Dana. who resided in Caney until the year 1900 was, in that
year. elected county attorney, and moved to Independence.

Others of our prominent citizens have been exposed to the dread dis-
ease called “oflice™ but have never canght it.

Caney has grown from the Jittle hamlet of a few years ago to become
one of the hest {owns in Southern Kansas, having a population of but a
little less than 2,000, and we confidently expect to see double that num-
ber of people here in the next two yvears. Tt will make a good town, first:
because of its natural advantages in location ; second. because it has cit-
izens who are publie spirvited, enferprising and pushing, who do not only
have money, but have faith in the future of the city, and therefore do not
hesifate to invest their money in public enterprises.

[n concluding this brief sketch let me say that as a resident of Kan-
sas for more than {wenty-five years. I believe it to be the best state in the
Union; that Mont{gomery county is the coming banner county of the state,
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