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ABSTRACT

The problem was to organize and improve the library in
the small high school located at Wallace, Kansas. This
study is bésed upon the assumptions: (1) that the secondary
school library has increased in importance with changing
methods of instruction for high school pupils; (2) that the
textbook is now generally used as an outline and reference,
end should be supplemented with reference books, ﬁagazines,
" pamphlets, and a wide range of printed matter; and (3) that
the secondary school that offers its pupils an enriched
curriculum must also have a well equipped library organized
to give efficient service.

This manuseript is a report of the actual program car-
ried out during the school year 19328-1939. The program is
described in full in Chapter IV, Reorganization of the
Library and Chapter V, Increase in Holdings and Equipment.
The writer attempts to show what can be done to bring a
library into systematic order and usefulness by one with a
minimum of library experience.

The results of the improvement program are revealed
in part in Chapter VI, Evaluations and Summaries. However,
the wisdom of the organization program can best be deter-
mined by the increased use of the library during the vyears

that follow.
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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

Statement of the Problem

The problem is to reorganize and improve the library in
the small high school located at Wallace, Kansas.

This paper proposes:

1. To present the problem of the library in the small
high school.

2. To set up a reorganization and improvement program
that can be carried out by one with a minimum of library
experience.

3. To describe the work actually done to improve the
library in the Wallace High School.

4, To report an evaluation of the library after the
first year of reorganization.

5« To pave the way for future improvement in the same

library.

Limitations of the Problem

It is granted that organizing a library to its highest
point of usefulness does require a knowledge of library
methods and library training. An attempt is made here to
show only what can be done with a minimum of library ex-

perience, the use of good reference material on the

1



subject, and the advice of those trained and experienced in
the field.

No attempt was made to catalog the books because that
requires more library experience than the writer has. In
her book Martha Wilson tells us, "This i1s a technical piece
of work and should not be undertaken without study of cata-

loging methods and definite instruction."l

School and Community Background

Wallace, now a small town of 115 population, was once a
thriving cattle town. This town is located near the central
part of Wallace County, which borders the state of Colorado.
A point likely to be of interest to Kansas historians is
summarized from a Kansas State Historical Society pamphlet:
The present town site of Wallace is about one and one-
fourth miles west of old Fort Wallace which was ﬁhe last and
most western military post of any permanency in Kansas. From
its establishment in 1865-1876 Fort Wallace bore the brunt of
contest with Indian tribes, who from time to time had claimed
the Smoky Hill and the adjacent buffalo ranges as their own
territory. The fort was abandoned in 1886,°2

The School
The school district is a consolidated area of ten

square miles. Since this section of Kansas is in the dust

l'Mart,ha Wilson, School Library Management, 4th ed.
(New York: H. W. Wilson Company, 1929}, p. 0l.

zmrs. Prank C. Montgomery, "Fort Wallace and Its Re=-
lation to the Frontier," Collections of the Kansas State
Historical Society, XVII (1928), 189.




area the rate of taxation on property has been reduced and
expenditures for school purposes resultingly inadequate.

The Wallace school is organized under what is known as
the 6-6 plan. This combines the junior and senior high
schools into one unit and mekes it possible for the school
to combine its resources and offer a better program than
would be possible under a different set up. This means that
the library must.be organized to serve the needs of the six
grades from the seventh to the twelfth.

The Wallace High School has its work accredited by the
State Board of Education and is ranked as a class "C" school
under their standards for accrediting and classifying the
high schools of Kansase.

During the year this study was conducted there was an
average enrollment of 38 pupils. The faculty was composed
of three teachers who taught six subjects each and the
superintendent who taught five subjects and directed the
school band. It is evident, in this small high school, that
if the library is to function it must be through determinsd
effort on the part of faculty and pupils. Even this effort
must be accompanied by definite plans, because here, as in
other small schools teacher tenure 1s short and what one
corps of teachers has planned and put in working order may

be sadly neglected another year.



Reasons for Making the Study

In the fall of 1937, a young lady, a graduate of the
Wallace High School was appointed, by the distriet super-
visor of the National Youth Administration, to work in the
Wallace High School Library. The writer, who was a member
of the high school‘faculty at that time, accepted the re-
sponsibility of supervising the work. The N. Y. A. worker
was withdrawn at the close of the first semester. The time
she worked was spent repairing books, checking out material,
taking inventory, making reference lists, and other routine
duties that could be delegated to one inexperienced in 1li-
brary worke

During this period it was necessary for the writer to
read and study about library.work in general and as a re-
sult an interest was aroused in the future of the school
library. The problem of how to bring this library into
better order and usefulness was undertaken and carried out

the following year.

Evident Need for the Study

Needs Observed During the Year 1937-1938. The follow-
ing conditions in the Wallace High School Library called
for reorganization and improvement:

1. Only part of the books were classified and those
rather broadly into the main subject divisions. Dewey

advises libraries: "to use at least three figures at first,



even in the smallest collection."3

2. The presence of old and delapidated books and the
absence of interesting up-to-date material was evident.

3+ The pupils had little knowledge of the library and
its uses. Example: They used the encyclopedia for nearly
all reference work.

4, No definite amount of money was appropriated by the
board of education for the library.

Needs Observed by a Former Superintendent. It is the

opinion of a former superintendent, who headed the Wallace
Consolidated Schools for seven consecutive years, that the
library needs: more books, an extended classification of
its materials, a dictionary card catalog,and a teacher-
librarian with library traiming.

Suggestions of the State High School Supervisor. When

the supervisor visited the school in the fall of 1938 he
made the following suggestions concerning the library:

1. That a new large dictionary and several smaller
dictionaries be purchased. |

2. That the library needed some basic reference books
for specific departments.

3., That the Wilson Standard Catalog for High School
Libraries be used as an ald in determining the worth of a

book.

3Melvil Dewey, Abridged Decimal Classification and

Relativ Index (Lake Placid Club, New York: Forest Press,
Inc., 1936), P- 5°




4, That at least fifty dollars be spent annually for
books for the high school library. He explained that this
is more than the usual amount recommended per pupil but a
school as small as ours should not expect to spend less and
have a worth-while library.

The board of education agreed to the above suggestions
and asked the superintendent of schools to see that they were
carried out.

A Changing Curriculum Calls for Extended Library Service.

Since the part played by the School library is very closely
in line with the work of the school as a whole we can see
the implications that a changing curriculum has for the
school library. The time of the single textbook is past;
more and different material is needed to supplement the
text. New subjects are entering the school curriculum which
means that these subjects must be represented by some mate-
rial in the school library.

The curriculum of the Wallace High School and other
small high schools in general is of hecessity restricted by
the small number of teachers hired. One of the ways to off-
set this is to round out the book collection of the library
to include subjects in which there is an interest or in
which an interest is desirable. We are told of these impli-

cations by Caswell and Campbell who state,



The school should provide extended and varied oppor-
tunities for the individual to meke wide and discriminate
selection of material from the race experience that will
help him achieve the worthy purpose for which he strives.4

The Need for Guiding Principles in Book Selection. For

the past few years very few new books had been added to the
Wallace High School Library. The purchase of a new set of
Encyclopedia Americana, purchased in 1936, so diminished the
book allowance that the usual book fund was curtailed for the
next two years. Many dbpies of classics and standard books
already on the shelves showed evidence of having never been
read. No doubt these books would have had greater appeal if
they'had been chosen in more attractive editions.

How to spend the library money to the best advantage is
a very definite part of the library problem. Haines states:
"Any kind of library service that is designed to bring to-
gether people and books...must be based on intelligent book

selection."5

Value of the Study
The working out of this problem will be of direct value
to Wallace High School because it is a definite step in the
improvement of the educational program of the school. It
will increase the service rendered to pupils and teachers.
Tt will be helpful to successive teacher-librarians to have

the library in systematic order.

4Hollis L. Caswell and Doak S. Campbell, Curriculum

Development (New York: American Book Company, 01935;, pe. 289,

JHelen Elizabeth Haines, Living With Books (New York:
Columbia University Press, ©1935), p. lbe




That the importance of the school library is being
stressed by educators today, is brought out by Walter D.
Cocking who states: |

The library is the universal laboratory of the
school. It is the gateway to the heritage of the
past; it provides the horizom for the future. A
school, if it is to guide those who enter its doors,
must be built about the libgary. It is the one mini-
mum essential for learning.

Indirectly the study will prove of value to other
small schools because it will furnish proof of what can be
done to improve libraries in general.

It is hoped: (1) that the study will inspire the board
of education, faculty, and pupils of Wallace High School to
continue the progfam; and (2) that it may interest the state
department of education in setting up more definite stand-

ards for small school libraries.

—6Mary Helen McCrae, Mildred L. Batchelder, Beatrice
Sawyer Rossell, compilers, The Significance of the School
Library (Chicago: American Library Association, 1937), p. 3.




CHAPTER TI

THE LTBRARY IN SECONDARY SCHOOL EDUCATION

Historical Background and Growth

The association of libraries with education dates back
to early times and the growth of libraries in general is
closely connected with the history of intellectual and
social progress.

Early libraries in the United States were associated
with universities. "As far back as 1835 states began pass-
ing laws providing for the organization of school district
libraries."l To summarize from Logasa: The first secondary
school libraries were bramch libraries established by the
public library to increase the scope of its services. These
early school libraries were received with more or less in-
difference by the school, because teaching procedures and
curriculum content did not yet call for wide reading on the
part of the pupils. The secondary school library has made
its maximum growth since 1900 when the high school began to
survey its practices, formulate objectives, and concern it-
self with standardization in general.2

The objectives of the public school program and more

certainly the methods used to obtaih those objectives have

lLucile F. Fargo, The Library in the School, 2nd ed.
(Chicago: American Library Association, 1933), p. ll.

®Hannah Logasa, The High School Library (New York: D.
Appleton and Company, €1928), pp. 16=24,
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caused the rise of the public school library. According to
Cox and Langfitt: "The high school library is an interesting

and correlating nart of every good high school organization."3

School Library Defined

Originally the library emphasized the collecting and
safekeeping of books but today the emphasis has changed so
that any collection of books can no longer be rightfully
called a library. Fargo points out that the library of today
is a service institution and that libraries have specialized
until we have in addition to general libraries, law libra-
ries, medical libraries, business libraries, and also, uni-
versity, college, and school libraries.4

Wilson defines the school library as: "The special col-
lection of books, magazines and indexes, peamphlets, clip-
pings, pictures and maps kept in the school for convenience
of the pupils and ﬁeachers for information and study.“5

The above definition is accepted for this study with
the following addition by way of interpretation: The col-

lection is organized for service and contains books for

pleasure reading as well as those for information and study.

3PhilipW. L. Cox and R. Emerson Langfitt, High School
Administration and Supervision (New York: American Boo
Company, ©1934), p. 202.

4Fargo, op. cit., pp. 10-11.
5Wilson, op. cit., p. 131.
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Recent Studies on the Library

The beginning of school library work was marked by the
scarcity of authentic studies to guide its practices; how-
ever in the vpast ten years an excellent beginning has been
made in the collection of objeétive data upon which signifi-

cant conclusions can be based.

A complete factual study of the secondary school library
was recently (1932) completed by the Nationmal Survey of Sec-

ondary Education:

This study shows inadequate facilities as the main dif-
ficulty encountered by librarians. The Dewey decimal
system of classification is the dominant method of
cataloging. In practically all the libraries teachers
are invited to submit their lists of books before pur-
chases are made. Too frequently, however, the library
is in charge of a teacher who has a full-time teaching
load. ©She is often assisted by pupil assistants, but
this 1s not entirely satisfactory. It was found that
most of the librarians do not approve of having the
library and study halls combined, but nevertheless

this method did produce the best results and was favor-
ed by the pupils and by the principals. It was found
that the Jjunior high school pupils use the library for
pleasure reading more than do the senior high school
pupils. To the latter the library is a workshop. Some
experimentations are being made with classroom libra-
ries, departmental libraries, and the like; but there
is 1ittle cooperation found between the school libra-
ries and public libraries. Library service in the
small high school has not been so successfully develop-
ed as in larger places, due to gcarcity of books and
untrained librarians generally.

A recent study, which includes the school library, is
the Cooperative Study of Secondary School Standards spon-
sored by the six regional associations of colleges and

6B. Lamar Johnson, "The Secondary-School Library,"

Office of Education Bulletin, No. 17, 1932; (Washington:
Government Printing Office, 1933), p. vi.
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secondary schools of the United States with Dr. Walter Crosby
Eells as coordinator. This organization was started in the‘
summer of 19%3% and from time to time has issued reports of
the progress and results of the study in the leading educa-
tional magazines. One very definite phase of the study is
the secondary school library. This year (1939) at the re-
quest of the American Library Association the library mate-
rial was collected and published in a pamphlet which has
been in great demand for individual evaluations and for
group studies by school units.7

Literature on the school library is plentiful; several
new books have been written and the reliable old ones have
been revised or are in the process of revision. Profes-
sional authoritative books can be had dealing with nearly
any school library problem: the use of books and libraries,
book mending, book selection, classification, cataloging,
and library administration and organizatibn in general.

Individual studies, which report reliable data, have
been made by educators, librarians, and students. lMaga-~
zine articles have appeared to tell of enlightening ex-
periences with school library work.

Some of these studies have discussed the small school
library and its problems, but none has givén a definite
solution to this problem which is more or less prevalent

in all sections of the country.

7]galuation of a Secondary School Library (Washington:
Cooperative Study of Secondary School Standards, 1938).
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School Library Standards

Most of the state legislatures have considered public
school libraries important enough to justify laws to aid
and regulate their establishment. State departments of edu-
cation have established standards, some more definite and
extensive than others. These standards are usually based
upon those of the regional accrediting association of which
the state 1s a member. According to Cox and Langfitt:

The present interest in standards of high school
library service may be traced to the valuable pioneer
work of the Library Committee of the Department of
Secondary Education of the National Education Associ-
ation which was organized in 1915. The report of this
Committee prepared under the direction of C. C. Certain
was presented to the Department in 1918. This report
was adopted by the Department, and by the North Cen-
tral Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools,
and the American Library Association. These three
agencies have assumed the leadership in establishing
library standards for high schools. The standards in
this 1918 report and in subsequent reports have been
the library standards followed usually by accredéting
associations and state departments of education.

Standardizing agencies in general have recognized that
the library is a fundamental department of the high school
affecting the success of every department of the school,

North Central Association Standards. This regional

acecrediting association is mentioned here because the high
schools of the state of Kansas are affected by the stand-
ards it maintains.

One of the criteria for the Evaluation of the

0
Cox and Langfitt, op. cit., p. 201,
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Secondary Schools is "The School Library Service." This
criterion concerns itself with:
1. The adequacy and sultability of the book selection.

2. The location, size, and appearance of the library
room.

3. The classification and cataloging of books.

4, The qualifications of the one in charge of the

library.?

Less definite standards were stated for the small
school than for the large school. However the criteria are
flexible to allow a school to be judged as a whole so that
the deficiencies in one department may be compensated by
the superiority in another. It is possible that standards
of the North Central Assoclation will be revised when the
Cooperative Study on Secondary School Standards makes its

final recommendations,.

School Library Standards in Kansas. Minimum standards

for high school libraries are usually set up by the state
departments of education. In Kansas these standards are
printed im the "Handbook of Organization and Practices.”
The subject is treated first under Suggestions for High
School Libraries and again under Standards for Furnishings
and Equipment. These standards mentioned which have a
direct bearing on the small library with which this study

is concerned are summarized here:

9Policies, Regulations and Criteria for the Approval
of Secondary Schools, Pamphlet issued by the North Central
Association of Colleges and Secondary Schools (193%8), p. 9.
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l. Encyclopedias to be of value should be copyrighted
within the last ten years.

2. The library should be located in or near the study
hall, equipped and organized for efficient work, and always
well supervised.

3. The annual appropriation of %50, or approximately
75 cents per pupil enrolled, is to be used for periodicals
and library books not textbooks, dictionaries, and encyclo-
pedias.

4, The ratio of books to pupils using them should be
at least ten to one; however small high schools require
more volumes per pupil than large .schools.

5. The materials should be classified and cataloged.
The Dewey decimal system is favored for classification.

6. A teacher-librarian should devote one to three
hours daily to the library work.

7. Some provision should be made for instructing
pupils in the use of the library.

8. Ragged and unsightly books should be mended, re-
placed, or discarded,l0

Again standards are made flexible enough to apply to
large or small schools and to allow a school to be judged
as a whole. However if we are convinced that the library

is essential in the modern educational scheme, a deficiency

Handbook on Organization and Practices for the

Secondary Schools of Kansas (Topeka: Kansas Department of
Education, 1936), pp. 50-51, 59-60,
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in the library cannot be compensated by a superiority in
any other department.

Several Kansas school laws refer to the library but
none definitely affect the high school. "Section 630.
Library Fund," considers the school library fund and pro-
vides that a minimum of §5 per teacher shall be expended
annually for library books by the district board of edu- -

cationoll

This law has helped materially to build up

rural and elementary school libraries; however, high school
libraries would need to spend more than this law specifies
to maintain minimum standards set up by the state. TFor
example: The Wallace High School which has four teachers,
would have to spend $20 a year for the high school library,
on the basis of the above law; yet, under the standard for
accrediting and classifying schools, this school would be
expected to spend $50 per year. lIt would seem then that we

need some state legislation to provide for the appropriation

of these funds for the high school library.

Kansas Traveling Libraries Commission

The Kansas Traveling Libraries Commission has been es-
tablished by law fo gend out traveling libraries to local
libraries and community orgénizations. Through it a small
high school may borrow books which are helpful in building

up and rounding out its own limited collection. Many small

11
Kansas School Laws Revised (1937), p. 195.
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school libraries of the state are taking advantage of this
aid.,

The following points are important to schools interested
in borrowing books from the Traveling Library:
| 1. No printed lists or catalog of books are available,
but the applicant may signify the nature of the books de-
sired and may send a list. No library shall contain more
than 60 per cent fictionm.

2. The purpose of the Traveling Library is to provide
books for those districts too small to maintain adequate
libraries. No trumks will be sent to "Class A" high schools.

3. Kinds of libraries include: fifty-book libraries,
for which a fee of $2.50 is charged; twenty-five-book 1i-
braries, for which a fee of $1.50 is charged; and special
libraries, consisting of from two to twelve books, for
which a fee of $1.00 is charged.

4, A fifty-book library may be kept six months and a
twenty-five-book library or a special library may be kept
four months but all libraries may be retained over time
if an extension fee is paid.

5. The borrower must pay the freight on all except
the special library.

6. The general management of the library during the
period of its use is left to the judgment and discretion

of the borrower.



for or replaced.
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7. Books lost or injured beyond repair are to be paid

e

General Alms of the 8chool Library

Since the library functions to further the school ob-

jectives, its aims are then based upon those of education

in general. Johnson reports in the National Survey of

Secondary Education that: "Librarians, teacher-librarians,

and principals agree that the two most important functions

of the secondary-school library are (a) to enrich the cur-

riculum and (b) to provide for worthy use of leisure time,"13

been

The objectives and functions of the school library have

ably summed up by Fargo as follows:

1.
2.

3.
4o

5.
be

Te

To acquire suitable library materials and organize
them for the use of pupils and teachers.
To provide through organization and intelligent
service for

a. Curriculum enrichment.

b. Pupil exploration.

c. A growing realization of the library as the

tool of intellectual achievement.

To teach the skillful use of books and libraries
in the interest of research.
To create an atmosphere favorable to the growth
of the reading habit.
To stimulate appreciations.
To demonstrate the desirability of books and 1i-
braries as the companions of leisure. 14
To provide fruitful social experience,

1?Traveligg,Libragy Regulations of the Kansas Travel-

ing LibTaries Commission (Topeka: 1937).

lsJohmson, op. cit., p. 103.

léFargo, op. ¢it., p. 21,
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Aims of the Wallace High School Library

For the school library nc preconceived set of
objectives i1s possible, aside from the important
one of service, which is an objective that is com-
patible with any situation in which the library
might be placed. Conditions in the community,
adolescent characteristics, and the objectives in
the school will determine the specific objectives
of the library.lb

This implies that the library should reflect the ob-
jectives of the school in which it is located and that no
two schools should follow the same set of objectives.
Taking into consideration this statement, the following
aims for the Wallace High School Library are given:

l. "To acquire suitable library materials and organize
them for use of pupils and teachers."l6

2. To integrate all the subjects in the school and
help each teacher and pupil carry out the aims of their

specific courses.
3. To enrich the school curriculum and meke it possi-

ble for the pupils to get an informal education, one not
taught in the classroom.

4, To encourage and guide the pleasure reading of the
pupils and to help establish reading as a habit that will
last through life.

It is to be remembered that objectives are but the
goals for which we strive, and that few school libraries

have attained their objectives. Obgtacles are sure to
arise, but <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>